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George was a good little monkey and always very curious. Today was

a good day to be curious. The man with the yellow hat was taking
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   Often there was a special exhibit. George wanted to know what it
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   Finally, George and his friend made it to the special exhibits room.

The sign read HOW YOU CAN TAKE CARE OF OUR PLANET.
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George learned many things:





   how all people, animals, plants, air, and water on the planet make up the

environment,

   how trees help keep the air clean,

   and how people can help protect the environment from pollution and

too much trash.
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   George had a great time

and didn’t get into any of

his usual mischief.
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   Dr. Lee looked happy to see him.

   “How is my best monkey visitor?” Dr. Lee asked George. “I’m so glad I ran

into you. I wanted to tell you that we’re having a Green Day rally tomorrow

at the park.”
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   George was curious—whatever a rally was, he was sure that the park was a
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   “We’re going to plant a truckload of trees and collect used paper

for recycling,” Dr. Lee explained. “We didn’t have much time to

advertise, but we need lots of volunteers. How would you like to

help out?”
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There was nothing that George liked better than to help.

“What a great idea!” the man agreed. “We’ll be there.”




















   That night George was ready to do his part for the recycling drive.

He gathered every newspaper in the house. He stacked old mail on

top of the papers. He piled empty cardboard boxes and food cartons

on top of that. What a heap!
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What more could he add? George scratched his head.

Then he took several books off his bedroom shelf.
















   Just as George was about to add them to his recycling pile,

someone lifted the books out of his hands.
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   “Not so fast, George,” the man said. “These books are made

of paper all right, but you can read and enjoy them many times.

And when you’re done, you can donate them to other kids or

your library. Reusing is just as important as recycling.”
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   The next morning

George and his friend set

out for the park with their

wagon of neatly stacked paper.

Suddenly the man stopped and said,

“I forgot my gardening gloves! Go on

without me, George. I’ll be there soon.”
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   As George walked down the street, he spotted

several newspapers lying about on his neighbors’ front

stoops. George had an idea. He had lots of room in his

wagon. He could recycle all those newspapers.
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   And the newspapers were not the only

things he could recycle. He noticed a

stack of paper cups sitting on a table
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So did a pile of magazines.




And a heap of papers someone left on the sidewalk.

















   George was happy with his great load. At the park, he found Dr. Lee

standing under a big banner.

   “Good morning, George,” Dr. Lee said. “I’m so glad you came and

brought all your friends. We need lots of help to get the job done.”
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   George turned around. He was surprised to see

so many faces, but they did not look very helpful.
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   The man with the yellow hat arrived just in time. He explained to

their neighbors that George was gathering paper for a good cause.

They were no longer mad. They even stayed to help plant the trees.
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   “George, you saved our Green Day!” Dr. Lee said, with gratitude.

“These trees will provide fresher air. And each summer we’ll have more

shade, which means we’ll use less water to keep the grass green. Thank

you.”

   “George, you saved our Green Day!” Dr. Lee said, with gratitude. “These trees will provide fresher air. And each summer we’ll have more shade, which means we’ll use less water to keep the grass green. Thank you.”





   Being a monkey, George had known all along how important trees were.

   Being a monkey, George had known all along how important trees were.



Living Green

Here are some simple everyday things that you and your family can do to conserve

energy and resources:




1. Use both sides of your paper.

2. Make your own playthings out of cardboard boxes and paper towel rolls.

3. Talk to your teacher about classroom recycling.

4. Donate your gently used books to a library.

5. Donate your gently used clothing to a charity.
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6. At mealtimes, don’t take more food than you can finish.

7. Turn off lights, air conditioning, and heat when not in use.

8. Look for the recycling symbol on packages when you shop.

9. Fill the bathtub up only halfway.
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10. Turn off the faucet while brushing your teeth.

11. Ask your parents to buy rechargeable batteries.

12. Use old kitchen containers and utensils as sand and water toys.

13. Volunteer to help clean up your local park.

14. Open the curtains during the day to let the sun warm your house.

      Close the curtains at night to keep the heat in.

15. Take care of your house plants—they help purify the air.
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16. Make your own birthday and holiday cards.

17. Use newspaper comics to wrap gifts.

18. If you live near your school, walk or bike instead of driving.
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19. Take your own bags to the grocery store.

20. Help plant a tree and watch it grow.
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Step 1: Dig hole.


Step 2: Remove burlap from

root ball and stand tree in hole.


Step 3: Fill in dirt,
tamping lightly as you go.


Step 4: Put
stakes around tree.


Step 5: Water.


Step 6: Mulch.
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