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on
E
H
ello! Awesome to see you! I’m Nelson Kane, also known ask
i
d.
n
i
n
ja
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2You should know that I haven’t always hadnn
j
a s
k
i

l

.
 For most of my life, I was a totally n

r
m
a
,
everydaykid.Actually, I was a bit of a ne
r
d
.
 No, I was a MEGAnerd!And I was totally c
o

withthat.
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3Then, when I woke up on my t
e
nt
h
 
birthday,e
v
e

y

h
ng
changed!
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Well, not everything . . . I’m still a bit ofa N
E
R
D
.
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My ninja skills come from my D

D.
He was a Ninja Kid, too. Then he became a n
i
n
j
a
man
!
But, sadly, when I was just a baby, my dadsuddenly 
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6For a long time, no-one knew where he was or what happened to him. I was the one who discovered the t

r

i

l
truth.. . my dad was kidnapped by his evil twin brother, ANDREW
D
R 
KANE.
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Dr Kane inserted a m
i
cr
oc
h
i
p
intomy dad’s neck, which w
p

d
hismemory.Then he transformed him into the U
l
tim
a
t
e
N
i
nj
a
!
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8For months, Dr Kane, the U
t



t

N

nj
a
 and their chipmunk pal, Einstein, have been terrorisingourlittletown of D

ck
C

e

.
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9Dr Kane’s 
s

e

p
a

 is to force everyone to leave Duck Creek so he can mine it for h

p
o
-
d

am
od

,
araremineral with very s
p
e
c
i
a
l
 p
ow
e
r
s.
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So far, every time Dr Kane and his cronies have tried to destroy Duck Creek, h
-
dud
e
 and I have managed  toso

him.
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11H-Dude is my cousin and best friend, K
n

y.
 He lives with me, my mum and our grandma in a 
n
k
y
r

inDuckCreek.
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12Kenny becomes h
-
dud
e
whenever our town is in trouble.
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If you’re wondering what the H
standsfor, it’s not h
u
g
e
.
 Orh
er
oi
c
.
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The H
standsforH

N

R
Y
!
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15Kenny and I also get a ton of help from our 

a
dm
a
,
 who is an awesome I
N
V
E
N
T
O
R.
Even though Grandma is a t
t
l
 

n

u
,
 her inventions don’t always work like they’re supposed to!
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16Like the A
L
A
R
M
P
I
L
L
O
W
,
whichto wake you up in the morning. But it always goes off in the middle of thenight!b
r
n
g
!
i
i
i
i
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Thenthere’sGrandma’sH
OM
I
NG
S
HO
E
S
,
whichfeaturelocation-trackingtechnology.These cool sneakers can d

r
c

youtoyour house from any place in the world —
 
super helpful if you get lost. Not so greatwhentheyt

r
 t

e
m
s

l
v
e
 o

whileyou’re out having fun!
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18And who can forget Grandma’s s
i
n
g
i
n
g l
i
p g
l
o
s
s
,
 which can make anyone sing like an a

l
.
Onlyproblemis, it often kicks in when you’re in the middleofaseriousconversation!L
a
!
 
L
a
!
 
L
a
!
 
L
a
a
a
a
a
!
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When Grandma’s inventions do work, they’re so good they can s



t

e 
w

r
d
.
U
L
T


a

E
 
 
B
a

KP
a

K!
E
-
B

a

e
L
e
!
J

T
Pa

K
!
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20I think Grandma must be working on a new invention because for the last few weeks, she’s been T
IN
K
E
R
IN
G
inher workshop all day and night.


[image: background image]
21Usually, Kenny and I would be h
s
l

n
g
Grandmanon-stoptofindout what she was up to. But we’ve been focusing all our time and energy on the next big event at school . . . t

e
c

a

s
 T
a
l
e
n
t
S
h
o
w
!
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23TW
o
K
enny and I didn’t want to just enter the Talent Show, we wanted to WIN. Becausethew
n

e

getstorepresentthe school at the T
p
-
T

p T

l

n
 Q

e

t
!
The TT

,
 as Kenny and I call it, will be held at the T

l

n
T

n
,
abrand-new entertainment venue that has just popped up in the heart of Duck Creek. 
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24For weeks, Kenny and I had been trying to think up a w
n
i

 
routine.We tried      . . . and almost 
o

d
eachotherout!b
u
m
p
!
c
l
u
n
k
!
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25We tried a c
om
ed
y
 routine . . . but our gags were soU

F
N
,
evenour dog, Noodles, heckled us!Wy dd te d
d wl i sh
o
?
Se w
s te 
tahr
’
s pt!
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26Next, we tried a d

n
e
routine.Itwas a strange combination of three styles: hip-hop, jazz and lyrical. We called it h
i
p
-ja
z
z
i
ca
l
!
 
And it was as t

r

i

l
 as it sounds!
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27When we entered the kitchen on the morning of the Talent Show, Mum and Grandma could sense that we weren’t our usual u

ba

selves.‘What’s wrong, you two?’ Mum asked.‘You seem f

a

t

r
 than a couple of pancakes,’Grandmaadded.
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28‘Today is the class T
l

n

S

o
,
’
I said. ‘And we still haven’t come up with a routine.’‘Surely you two can think of something,’ Mum said. ‘You’re the most t
a
le
n
te
d
kidsIknow.’‘You’re just saying that because you’re my mum!’ I said.‘And my auntie!’ Kenny added.
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‘I’ve got something that might c

e
r
 you boys up,’ Grandma said. ‘An idea for a routine?’ Kenny asked.‘Something even more e
x
c

t

n
g
,
’
 
Grandmasaid.‘Comewithme!’
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30As we h

r
i

d
outtoGrandma’s workshop, Kenny and I tried to guess what she was about to show us.‘Maybe Grandma has finally finished her x
-
r
a
y
g
o
g
g
l
e
s
!
’
Isaid.‘Orherfl
y
i
n
g
c
a
r
!
’
Kennyadded.WhenwesteppedinsideGrandma’sworkshop, the first thing we noticed was a strange but l
o
v
el
y
s
m
el

.
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31‘Why does it smell s
o
o
 

o
in here?’Kennysaid.‘Because of my new invention,’ Grandmareplied.‘You’re making perfume now?’ I asked.‘Not quite,’ Grandma said, picking up something that looked a lot like a perfume bottle. ‘It’s called the S
u
p
e
r
 
S
p
r
a
y
.
’
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‘Yes, it makes you smell great,’ Grandma said. ‘But, more importantly, it gives you u
n
b
r
ea
ka
b
l
e
 c

n

i
e
c

.
’
‘No way!’ I said.‘You’ve invented a perfume that makes you feel b
l

e

p
o

f
?
’
 Kenny asked in amazement.‘Yep,’ Grandma said proudly. ‘It also sharpensyourf
c

s
 and makes you a s
u
p
e
rc
h
a
rg
e
d
versionofyourself.’
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33‘Can we t

y
i

,
Grandma?’Kennyasked.‘Pleeeeeeease!’‘Not yet,’ Grandma replied. ‘It’s still got

n
k
s
 I need to iron out. But I can give you a demonstration.’‘Yes, please!’ Kenny and I said in unison.


[image: background image]
34‘Noodles!’ Grandma called out. ‘
C


 
h

r
!
’
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35Noodlesb

u
d
d
intotheworkshop.‘Who’s a good girl?’ Grandma said, giving Noodles a big belly rub.‘Ready to smell a million dollars, Noodles?’Iasked.‘And become MegaNoodleS?' Kennyadded.
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36‘Alright, Noodles,’ Grandma said. ‘I need you to sit. S
i
i

.
’
Noodles didn’t sit. She raced around theworkshop,b

r
k
i

excitedlyand
o



n
g
 things off the shelves with her tail!b
u
m
p
!
c
r
a
s
h
!
W
W
O
O
O
O
F
F
!
!
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37‘Let’s try s
a
,
Noodles,’Grandmaexclaimed.‘
S

a
a
a
!
’
NoodlesignoredGrandmaagainandcontinuedb
u

d
ng
aroundthe workshop.j
u
m
p
!
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38‘I knew I should have done o
e

i

n
e
 training with her!’ Grandma said. Grandma wrapped Noodles in her arms and sprayed the special 
s

e
y
 substance on her neck. Noodles instantly smelt AM
A
Z
I
N
G
!
‘You are officially the b

s
-
s
m
e
l
ng
d

 in history,’ Kenny said.


[image: background image]
39Noodlesw

g
e

 her tail and b
r
ke

 excitedly. But she didn’t seem very c

n

i
e
t
orf
c

s

d
!
‘I don’t think it worked, Grandma,’ Kennysaid.‘Yeah,’ I agreed. ‘Noodles always wags her tail and barks!’WO!
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40‘Wait for it,’ Grandma insisted. The three of us watched Noodles expectantly. She barked and wagged her tail. Then she brke
 and wge
  her tail some more.Then, out of nowhere . . . she did anI
N
C
R
E
D
I
B
L
E
 
B
A
C
K
F
L
I
P
!
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41Kenny and I couldn’t believe it.‘That was A
W
E
S
O
ME
!’
Isaid.‘Can you teach me how to do that, Noodles?’Kennyasked.Noodles didn’t answer Kenny. She turned on Grandma’s digital radio with her paw . . . and started h
p
-
h
p
 d

n

i

!
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42Kenny and I were s
u
n

d
.
Fiveminutes ago, Noodles couldn’t sit on command.Now she was dancing like a p

o!
‘Go, Noodles!’ I said excitedly.‘Awesome moves, pooch!’ Kenny added. Without missing a beat, Noodles w
i
n
k
ed
atus!
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Noodlesdidanother  
and then she pulled off an amazing As Kenny and I watched on in disbelief, Noodles did the Running Man! Or, actually, theR
n
i

 D


!
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44Thenshebustedout‘Alright,Noodles,’Grandmasaid.‘Timeto wrap it up.’Noodles nodded at Grandma and then ended her routine with a 
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45Kenny and I c

a

p

d
andc

e

r

d.
 Noodles took a bow. Then she blew us a k
i
s
s!
Before we could ask Noodles what it felt like to be a megaversionof herself, she grabbed a pair of sunglasses from Grandma’s desk and s

r
t

e

out of the workshop on two legs!
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46Kenny and I stared at each other in total a
m
a
e
m
e
t
.
‘I l


 mega Noodles!’ Kenny said.‘YourS
u
p
e
r Sp
r
a
y
definitelyworks, Grandma,’ I said.‘It’s close,’ Grandma replied. ‘But, like  I said, there are still 

n
k
s
tofix.’
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47We heard a car s

a

t
ng
inthe junkyard.‘Uh-oh!’ Grandma said. ‘I’m not sure I trust Noodles to d

i
v
e!
’
She r
c
d
 out of her workshop.‘How long does the Su
p
er
S
p
r
ay
 last?’ I called after Grandma. ‘Not sure yet!’ Grandma said, a little panicked. ‘Have fun at school, boys!’
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49t
h
r
e
E
A
s soon as Grandma was out of earshot, Kenny picked up the Su
p
er
S
p
r
ay
 bottle. His face was full of n
r
v
o

s e
x
c

t



n

.
 I knew e
x
a

t
y
 what he was about to say.‘
N
,
 K
n

y
,
’
Isaid. ‘YouheardGrandma. TheSuperSpray  still has kinks to fix.’
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50‘They can’t be t

a

b

d,
’
Kennyreplied. ‘It made Noodles a lovely smelling, hip-hopdancing,car-drivingdoggie!’‘We’ve got ourselves into t

o

b
e
so manytimestryingGrandma’sinventionswhen they’re not ready,’ I said.
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51‘I know,’ Kenny said. ‘But what’s the worst that could happen? We become t

o 
c
h
ar
m
in
g
andf

c

s

d
?!
’
I was still unsure. 'I don't know, Kenny . . .'‘Come on, Nelson,’ Kennypleaded.‘Justalittlespray!’Hes
a

e

atmewithpuppy-dogeyes.
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52I thought long and hard about the pros and cons. The cons were obvious: e
v
e

y
t

 we tried one of Grandma’s inventions when we weren’t supposed to, things went p
a

-
s
a
e

!
U-o.
hh
WW
h
o
o
o
!
!
s
a
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But the pros were HUGE:theidea that Kenny and I could become c
o

and c

n

i
e
t
anda
e

o
m
e
ateverythingwas
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54Kenny was still s

a
i


 at me. ‘So, Nelson? Are you in?’‘Yep!’ I replied. ‘But just a tiny spray.’‘
W
o
o

!
’
Kennyexclaimedexcitedly.‘Prepare for total awesomeness!’ He sprayed a little puff of the S
u
p
e
r Sp
r
a
y
onhisneck.Then did the same to mine.
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55N

t
i

happened.‘Maybe one of the kinks Grandma  was talking about,’ I said, ‘is that it  only works on dogs.’Then Kenny’s back became s
p
r
 s

ri
g
h
. His hair was suddenly full of
l

. And his smile became so B
R
I
G
HT
 it lit up the workshop.
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56‘Whoa!’ I said. ‘You look amazing. How do you feel?’‘Absolutely I

C

E

I


!
’
Kennysaid.‘Whataboutyou?’‘No different,’ I replied glumly.Thenith
p
e

e

 to me. My back s

ri
g
h
e

e

 so much I felt like I was ten feet tall! My hair became so full and bouncy, I looked like a R
O
CK
S
TA
R
!
 My smile was as bright and white as Kenny’s!
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57And the best thing was, I felt U

E
 
c

n

i
e
t
,
 like I could do 
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58‘This is the best feeling E
V
E

!
’
Isaid.‘It’s even better than the best!’ Kenny replied.As I looked around the workshop with laser focus, I noticed the clock on the wall.
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59‘
W

o

,
’
 I exclaimed. ‘We'd better get moving if we’re going to make it to school ontime.’‘We are going to C

U

H
today!’Kennysaid,b
u

d
ng
 out the door after me.
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F
o
ur
W
ith our new mega confidence, Kenny and I s

r
t

e

 into school like we owned the place!Clap!
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62Thesecondwesteppedthroughthe school gates, Sarah and Tiffany r
c
d
 overtous.‘Wow, you boys s
m
e

l
amazing,’Tiffanysaid.‘Youl
o
k
 amazing, too,’ Sarah said.‘Have you done something to your hair?’ Tiffany asked Kenny.
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63‘I may have experimented with a new gel,’ Kenny said, hiding a smile.‘Nelson, whatever your morning routine was today,’ Sarah said, ‘do it every day.’‘I’ll try,’ I said, shooting a quick smile atKenny.
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64As Sarah and Tiffany continued to stare at us in w

n

e
,
 Billy Bob and his friends joined us.‘You boys smell mighty dandy,’ Billy Bob said. ‘Are you wearing some sort of fa
n
c
y
newdeodorant?’‘Nope,’ Kenny said. ‘
I
’
s p

r
 u

!
’
‘Well, then,’ Billy Bob said, ‘nature has been very kind to you.’
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More and more kids joined our group.  It was like we were magnets,pulling peopletowardsus.Even the school bully, C

a

l
s
B

o


,
 was won over. ‘I don’t know what’s going on,’ Charles said, ‘but I don’t h
t

youtwotoday.’
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66Kenny and I could have happily stood around receiving c



l
n

s
all morning. Unfortunately, the school bell rang.b
r
n
g
!
i
i
i
i
i
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When we stepped into the classroom, MrFletcherwass
p
e
 exc

t

d
 to see us. He treated us like R
O
C
K
S
TA
R
S
!
‘Nelson and Kenny!’ Mr Fletcher said. ‘It’s so fantastic to see you.’‘Ah,’ I said, surprised. ‘It’s good to see you,too,MrFletcher.’‘Love your work, Mr F,’ Kenny said, w
in
k
in
g
atMrFletcher.Mr Fletcher was so f

a

t

r

d
thathe almost fell over!
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68Mr Fletcher grabbed a marker and wrote two words in big, bold letters on thewhiteboard. Kenny and I had been so excited about the Super Spray that we'd completely forgotten about the T

l

n

S
o
!
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69‘I hope you all have some great routine ideas,’MrFletchersaid.‘My routine is so a

e

o
m
e,
’
Charlessaid, ‘that the rest of you shouldn’t bother trying.’ Then he looked at me and Kenny. ‘Except you two,’ he said. ‘You seem like a genuine threat.’It felt very s

rn
g
e
 to be rs

e

t

d
 by Charles Brock!


[image: background image]
‘I appreciate your confidence, Charles,’ Mr Fletcher said. ‘But everyone in this class has a chance of winning.’Theclassb

z
e

withnervousexcitement. Even though Kenny and I had nothingprepared,wew
r

n
’
t
nervousatall. We felt like we could read the back of a cereal packet and s
i

l
w

n
!
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71‘I want you to form a group of four,’ Mr Fletcher said, ‘and practise your routines.’ Before Kenny and I had a chance to think about who would be in our group, Tiffany and Sarah b

u
d
d
overtous.‘

t
’
s t

a
m u

,
’
Sarahinsisted.‘We have to be together!’ Tiffany added.‘Sounds great,’ I said confidently. 
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72‘We’re happy to do whatever you want to do,’ Kenny added.‘That’s so t
h
o
u
ht
f
u

,
’
Tiffanysaid.‘How about a dance routine?’ Sarah asked.Even though Kenny and I failed epicallywiththeh
p
-


z
i

a

,
theSu
p
er
S
p
r
ay
 made us feel like we could do anything.
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73‘We usually have t
o
l

f

f

e
,
’
Isaid.‘But with your help,’ Kenny added, ‘I reckon we can put on a decent show.’‘
G

e

t!
’
 Sarah said. ‘Because Tiffany and I have already worked out a routine.’‘It’s not too tricky,’ Tiffany said. ‘Watch.’Tiffany played a song on her phone and the girls l
u

c
e

intotheirroutine.
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74Sarah and Tiffany’s routine was i
c

e
i
l

!
Theywereb

d
 
p

p

i

,
 c
i
s
-
c
o
s

n
g
andevendoingNoodles’favourite move, the Running Man!It was W
A
A
Y
h

r

e

thanKennyand I were expecting. Normally, we would trip over ourselves trying to mimic it. But today, we were sure we could pull it off.‘What do you think?’ Sarah asked.
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75‘
I l


 i

!
’
Isaid.‘Yeah,’ Kenny agreed. ‘Can’t wait to give it a try!’ ‘No time like the present!’ Tiffany said. ‘
H

T i

, b
y

!
’
Tiffany played the music again and Kenny and I ourselves into the routine.
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76Kenny and I couldn’t believe how e

s
 we found the routine. We effortlessly b

s

e
 o

t
bodypops,criss-crossesand,of course, the R
u
n
n
i
n
g
M
a
n.
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77Kenny and I felt so in the z
n
,
weeven added a few moves of our own, including
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When we finished our routine, the girls stared at us in utter d

s

e

i

f.
‘That was u
b
l

e
v
a

l

!
’
Sarahsaid.‘
M
n

-
b

o

i

!
’
Tiffanyagreed.‘Are you sure you two aren’t s
c
e
 professionaldancers?’‘Beginner’s luck,’ Kenny said, hiding  a
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79‘Now let’s try it all together!’ Sarah said.Tiffany played the song again and the four of us performed the routine together. Sarah and Tiffany made a few small mistakes but Kenny and I didn’t 
s

a
ba

!
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t
a
d
a
!
80When the routine was almost over, Kenny and I felt so confident we added some fancy l

f

i


moves!
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81After the routine, Sarah and Tiffany were so s

o

d
 they could barely talk.‘Whoa
e
 you boys?!’ Sarah asked.‘We’re regular old Nelson and Kenny,’  I replied h



l
.‘Is there anything you can’t do?’ Tiffanyasked.‘Not that we know of!’ Kenny said.
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‘Thebigquestionis,’Tiffanysaid, ‘what should we call ourselves?’‘WhataboutN
 

f
 F

e

?
!
’
Sarahsuggested.We all laughed and agreed it was the p

r
e

t
name!‘Practice time is over!’ Mr Fletcher announced. ‘Let the T
a
l
e
n
t
S
h
ow
begin!'
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85F
i
V
E
‘
W
elcome to Duck Creek Primary’s first ever Talent Show,’ Mr Fletcher said in his most d
a
m
a

i
voice.Hewasso into his role as h
s

and

dg
e
 thathewas wearinga top hat and  bowtie!
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86Mr Fletcher read out the running order for the Talent Show. N
 

f
 F

e

wereperformingl

s
!
 Usually, Kenny and I would be so n
r
v
o

s
 we wouldn’t be able to enjoy the other routines. But, thanks to the S
u
p
e
r Sp
r
a
y
,
weweren’tnervous at all. We loved watching the otherkidsp
r

o

.
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87There were some f

n
a

t

c
acts.Billy Bob and his friends did a brilliant d
ru
m
m
i
n
g
performance.Charles Brock and his mates surprised everyone by doing a hectic h
u
l
a
-h
o
o
p
 routine!
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88


g
l
ng
 . . . Therewerer
oc
k b
a
n
d
s
 . . . 
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89Finally, it was our time to s
i
e
.‘Please welcome to the stage,’ Mr Fletcher announced, ‘the final act in our first ever Duck Creek Primary Talent Show.N
 

f
 F

e

!
’
Everyonec

a

p

d
andc

e

r

d.
Mr Fletcherwasparticularlyexcited.evenp
o
e
t
r
y . . .
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Tiffany played our song and from the very first beat, the four of us were totally in s

n
!
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Our class absolutely l


d
ourroutine. Mr Fletcher even held up an encouraging sign.
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92When we started doing our a

r
a
 moves, the class went w

l
!
They 

e

 to their feet and c

a

p

d
,
 c

e

r
d
andw

o

p

d!
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93We finished our routine and the whole class gave us a standing ovation (or a StandingO as Kenny calls it!).  Even Charles Brock!Web

w
d
andb

e
 

s

e

.When we returned to our seats, we felt likeweweref
l
o
a
t
i
n
g
!
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‘That was an incredible T
a
l
e
n
t
S
h
ow
,
,
 Mr Fletcher beamed. ‘And I’m so proud of all of you. Please give yourselves a huge round of applause.’We all c

a

p

d,
h

l
e

e

and w
o

p

d
 for each other and ourselves.
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95‘Picking a w
n

e

 has not been easy,’ Mr Fletcher said. ‘But I’ve made my decision. Drum roll please, boys . . .’Billy Bob and his friends b

n
g
e
their drums in unison.


[image: background image]
96‘The act going through to tomorrow’s T
i
p
T
op
T
a
l
en
t
Q
u
e
st
 is . . . N
 

f
 F

e

!
’
Sarah and Tiffany w
a

p

d
Kennyand me in huge hugs. Then the rest of the classh


g
e
andh



f


d
us.
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97The weird thing was . . . Kenny and I weren’t at all s

r

r
s

d
 that we’d won!
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S
i
x
T
he next morning, Kenny and I woke ups
p
r
 p

e

abouttheTip-Top TalentQuest. 
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100‘What do you think dancers eat for breakfast before a big routine?’ I asked Kenny.‘We’ve got the S
u
p
e
r Sp
r
a
y
,
’
 Kenny said. ‘It doesn’t matter what we eat, we’ll still be A

E

O

E!
’
‘


n

a
k
e

 
a

d
i

e
 
c

e


 
i

 
i

!
’
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101As we walked into the lounge room, our noses were filled with a horrible s
m
e

l
.‘
U


!
’
 Kenny said. ‘What’s that awful stench?’We looked around the room and saw N

o

l
s
scurryingaway.
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102‘Uh-oh,’ I said. ‘Do you think Noodles has done a p

o

inside?!’‘I can’t see anything,’ Kenny said, searching the room. ‘And Noodles is house-trained. She n


r
doespoops inside.’
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‘Maybe the smell was coming from Noodles?’Isaid.‘
N

w

y!
’
 Kenny said. ‘She smelt like rosesyesterday!’Wef
l

o

e

 Noodles into the kitchen.


[image: background image]
104We quickly realised that the t

r

i

l
 smell d

fn
t

l
 w

s
comingfromNoodles. She didn’t just smell different. She l
o
k
e
 different! Really different! Her right eye was suddenly much B
I
G
G
E
R
 than her left. Her left eye was half closed. And she had a s
p
ot

y
rashall over her body.
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i
p
S
!
L
d
h
T
!
U
a
C
!
Rs
h
105Noodles wasn’t the ultra-cool, s
u
p
e
r
-
c
h
ar
m
in
g
 pooch we saw in action yesterday. She was a


a

d
 and had lost all sense of c
o
d

n
t

o

.
Instead of doing the R
n
i

 D


,
 she was doing the Cu
m
s

D


_
b



i

intoeverythinginherpath!


[image: background image]
pmB!U106‘
N

o

l

s!
’
 I called out. ‘Come here, girl. What’s going on with you?’Noodles didn’t seem to recognise her name anymore. She raced out of the room,b



i

 her head on the way out.Grandma and Mum arrived in the kitchen.‘I was hoping you boys would have w
i

p

d
 us up something for breakfast,’ Mumsaid.
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‘Sorry, Mum,’ I said. ‘We’ve been d
s
r

c
e

byNoodles.’‘What’s happened to her, Grandma?’ Kennyasked.‘I told you the S
u
p
e
r Sp
r
a
y
 still had 
n
k
s,
’
Grandmasaid.‘Sinceit wore off, Noodles has become the o

p
s

t
 of everything the Super Spray madeher.’This was the w
r
t
 news Kenny and I hadE
V
E
heard!


[image: background image]
108‘What’s wrong, boys?’ Mum asked.‘Yeah,’ Grandma added. ‘Why the f

n

y
faces?’‘We have a c

n
e

s
o
 to make,’ I said.‘It’s all my fault!’ Kenny jumped in. I c
n
v
i

c

d N

l

o

 
w
 s

o

l
 t

y
 
 
t
e
S

p

r
S
r

y
!
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109‘I thought so,’ Grandma said.‘We’re so sorry,’ I said. ‘Grandma,’Kennysaid,soundingpanicked. ‘Are we going to smell as t

r

i

l
asNoodlessoon?’‘Hate to break it to you, boys,’ Mum said. ‘But you already do.’Kenny and I s

i

f

d
eachother. E
w
w
w
w
w
w
!
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110We smelt even w
r
e
thanNoodles!‘I’ve just realised something,’ I said. ‘I don’t feel c

n

i
e
t
anymore.’‘I’ve never felt 
S

confident!’Kennywhimpered.‘Grandma,’ I said. ‘We need more Super Spray, or we’ll make huge f
o

s
of ourselves at the Talent Quest!’‘And totally em
b
r

a

s
SarahandTiffany,’Kennysaid.
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111‘You boys shouldn’t have used the S
u
p
e
r Sp
r
a
y
 to begin with,’ Grandma said. ‘I told you not to.’‘I know you did, Grandma,’ I said. ‘Your demo with Noodles was so i
c

e
i
l

,
’
Kennysaid.W
 c

u

d

’
t
r

s
s
.
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u
d
!
t
h
112‘I’m sorry,’ Grandma said. ‘I can’t give you more of the Super Spray.’‘
P
l
e
e
e
aaaas
e
,
’
 I begged. ‘We promise we won’t use an invention without your permission ev
e

again,’Kennysaid.‘Even if I wanted to, I couldn’t,’ Grandma said. ‘Once I saw what happened to Noodles, I poured the rest down the sink.’Kenny was so u
s

t
 he fell over.
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‘Can’t you just make a n
w
batch?’ Iasked.‘That would take weeks,’ Grandma replied.‘Then we are officially doomed!' Kennysaid.He went to d
o

 his head into his hands but he was so C
L
USY
,
hemissed andb

n
g
e
hisheadonthekitchen table!n
l
C
k
!
U
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When Kenny l

f

e

 his head, I was shocked by how d

f
e

e

t
helooked.‘Ah, Kenny . . .’ I said nervously. ‘I don’t want toa

a


you,but youreyessuddenly lookalotlikeNoodles’.’Kennys
a

e

atme.‘I don’t want to alarm you, Nelson,’ Kenny said, 
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‘You’ve got Noodles’ rash, too,’ I said, studyingKenny’sskin.‘So do you!’ Kenny replied. ‘This is a F
U
L
L
-
B
L
O
W
N
n
igh
t
m
a
r
e
.
’
‘You have to help us, Grandma,’ I said.‘I’m sorry,’ Grandma said. ‘You boys got yourselves into this 

s
,
you’llhaveto find your way out.’ ‘But what are we going to do about theT
i
p
T
op
T
a
l
en
t
Q
u
e
st
?
'
Isaid.‘You’ll just have to try your very best,’ said Mum.
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se
v
en
W
hen Kenny and I stepped inside thegiantT

l

n
T

n
,wewereso n
erv
o
u
s
 our knees and elbows were knocking.
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118The 

o
 n

w

was,ourfaceshadreturned to normal. And we’d managed to hide our terrible odour by spraying Mum's and Grandma’s perfume all over us. The b

d n

w

was,ourcoordinationand confidence had completely
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119Sarah and Tiffany r

s

e
overtous.‘How exciting is this?!’ Sarah exclaimed,gesturingtothehugestageand the h

n
r
d

 of kids watching from thestands.‘Can’t wait for you two to blow everyone away with your i
c

e
i
l

 dance moves,’ Tiffany added.
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120‘Maybe we should r

h

a
s

afewtimes before we go on stage,’ I said.‘Ah

n
r
d
times,’Kennyaddednervously.We were interrupted by loud, upbeat musicfromthestage.Then a woman in a pink suit and pink cowgirl hat strutted onto the stage.
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‘I’m your host, P
O
P
P
Y
SP
A
R
K
S!
 Welcome to the first ever Tip-Top Talent Quest!’ Sarah, Tiffany and the other kids c

e

r
d
 excitedly. Kenny and I didn’t cheer. We wanted the ground to open so we could hide from everyone f
r



r
!
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122‘We’re going to d


rightin,’Poppysaid. ‘Could all performers please come backstageimmediately.’‘Let’s go, boys!’ Tiffany said.The girls grabbed us by the hand and r
c
d
off.When we arrived backstage, we were handed a schedule by one of Poppy’s assistants.
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123‘We’rel
s

again!’Kennysaid.‘Phew,’ I replied. ‘Plenty of time to rehearse.’‘Wed
n
’
t n
e

torehearse,’Sarahsaid. ‘We’re all over our routine.’‘Yeah,’ Tiffany said. ‘Let’s watch the otheracts.’
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124The kids from the other Duck Creek schools were a
m
a
i
.
Totallyamazing!Thereweres
ng
e

s
andp

p

e
e
r

 andc

d

a

s
.
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125But the most AM
A
Z
I
N
G
 act was a young girl called N
i
n
j
a Gi
r
l
andher sidekick, a cute little cat in a ninja outfit, called K
ar
a
te
K
i
t
te
n
.
Theywere awildcardentry,notrepresentinganyparticularschool.
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126They started with a synchronised m
a
rt
i
a
l
a
rt
s
routinetodrumming.Then they used each other’s bodies to f
ly
throughtheair.W
h
h
o
o
!
s
Y
h
-
a
a
a
!
i
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127They c
h
o
ppe
d
 blocks of wood with their hands, feet and heads!Theyevens
pl
i
t
 watermelons in half with their bare hands . . . and pa
w
s
!
h
a
!
c
k
W
p
h
o
!
C
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128Whentheyfinishedtheirroutine,the crowd went b

l
i

t

c
!
Thewholetent wasc
a

t
ng
.
 Even Kenny and I managed to forget our worries for a few seconds and join the chorus.
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129Ninja Girl and Karate Kitten b

w
d
tothe crowd. Poppy r
c
d
ontothestage.She was so 


d
bytheirroutineshe had tears in her eyes. ‘That was a
t

n
s
i


!
’
shegushed. ‘I’ve never seen anything like it.’‘Kids, adults, pets,’ Poppy said. ‘Please give it up one more time for N
i
n
j
a 
G
i
rl
andK
ar
a
te
K
i
t
te
n
!
’
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Thecrowdc

e

r
d
andc

a

p

d
as Ninja Girl and Karate Kitten moved off thestage.‘I feel sorry for whoever has to follow that routine,’ Poppy said. ‘And that act  is . . . N
 

f
 F

e

!
’
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131Sarah and Tiffany b

u

c
d
ontothe stage. Kenny and I shared a n
r
v
o

s
 look as we trudged after them. We had Z
R

 idea how we were going to pull off a c



l

c
t

d
danceroutinewithoutthe help of the Super Spray.We hadn’t even made it to the centre of the stage when I t
r
i
p
p
e
d
overKenny’sfeet and we both f

l

onourfaces.p
l
!
a
t
S
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The crowd thought it was part of the routine and b

r

t o

t l
u
g
h
ng
.
 Kenny and I weren’t smiling. Sarah and Tiffanylookedworried.‘Are you boys O

?
’
Sarahasked.‘We’re fine,’ I replied. But I’d never felt l

s
 fn
 in my life!
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133The music started and the girls l
u

c
e

intotheroutine.Kenny and I tried to mimic them but we were h

p
l

s
. We 
s
e

 every beat and keptt

i

p
ng
 over ourselves and each other!u
m
!
p
B
r
!
p
T
i
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In between dance moves, Sarah and Tiffanys
a

e

 at us in disbelief.‘What’s going on, guys?’ Sarah asked.‘Thisisn’tf

n

y
,
’
Tiffanysaid.‘Wereally want to win this.’
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Kenny and I felt t

r

i

l
.Wedesperately wanted the dance to end but we were only halfway through the routine. It was almost a r

l
e

whenwe heard the familiar sound of Dr Kane’s h
l
c

p

e

above.
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137E
i
g
ht
E
is

e

n
 the chipmunk and my dad, also known as the  U
l
tim
a
t
e
N
i
n
ja
,
 were with Dr Kane in the chopper.
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138Poppyr
c
d
ontothestage.‘
S
o

 the dance!’ she said to us. ‘We have an unauthorisedi

t
u
e

inthebuilding.’ Poppy looked up to Dr Kane. ‘Please leave immediately. We’re in the middle of a Talent Quest and you are n

t 
p

r
mi

t
d
 in the Talent Tent!’Dr Kane’s booming l
u
g
h
filledthe tent. ‘From what I just saw,’ he scoffed, ‘there’s not a whole lot of talent here.’‘That hurts,’ I whispered.
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139‘At least he stopped our horrible dancing!’ Kenny whispered back. ‘Let’s hope we’re a little less clumsy when we become n
i
n
j
a
k
i
d
and h
-
dud
e!
’
Isaid.While everyone was d
s
r

c
e

byDrKane, Kenny and I h

r
i

d
 off to get changed.
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140When we returned, Dr Kane had landed the helicopter in the middle of the stage. With the help of Einstein and the Ultimate Ninja, he was t
e
rr
o
r
i
sin
g
the teachers and kids.‘Sorry to interrupt the show!’ Dr Kane said.‘He’sn
t
sorry,’Einsteinchimedin.‘Helovesinterrupting!’
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141‘Quiet, you,’ Dr Kane snapped at Einstein. He looked out at the sea of t
r

i

i

d
children and teachers. ‘If you know what’s good for you, you’ll l
a
v
e
 immediately,’ he said in his most menacing voice. ‘And I’m not just talking about the Talent Tent. I mean get out of DuckCreek.
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142Most of the kids, and a lot of the teachers, didn’t need to be asked twice. They hurried towards the exit, p

s

i


ands
o
v
i

eachotherintheir desperation to get out of the tent.
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‘Everyone,s

a

w
e
e
y

u
a
e
,
’
  I said in my biggest Ninja Kid voice.‘You have nothing to fear!’ Kenny added.Thekidsso

p

d
intheirtracks. I heard a few of them whisper our names. Sarah and Tiffany were particularlye
x
c
i
t
e
d
 to see us.‘Hey, Ninja Kid!’ Sarah said, waving.‘Hi, H-Dude!’ Tiffany called out.
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144‘Ninja Kid and H-Dude c
n
’
t
saveyou!’Dr Kane boomed at the audience. ‘Leave now!’‘Orwe’ll


y

u
 l

a
v
e!
’
Einsteinadded.The kids looked from Dr Kane and Einstein to me and Kenny, then back again. Some kept r
n
i


towardstheexit but most stayed where they were.
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145‘Thanks for your belief in us,’ I told the kids and teachers who had stayed.‘It’s time to 

c
k
theseQuestcrashers out of the tent,’ Kenny said.Hel
u

c
e

 towards Dr Kane with a s

i

nng
 roundhouse kick . . . 
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146But Kenny had none of his usual s
ki

l
 ord



e

i
y
.
 His kick landed well s

o
t
 of Dr Kane and he crashed a


a

d
y
 onto the hard stage floor. Once more, Dr Kane’s and Einstein’s laughter filled the tent. I think I heard Charles Brock laughing,too.a
r
C
s
h
!
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147I hated seeing Kenny being 

cke

.
 I nn
j
a
 
r

l
e

 towards Dr Kane and Einsteinandattemptedanepicsweepkick, hoping to knock them both to the floor.But instead, my legs got and I almost f

l

offthestage!D
U
t
h
!
T
p
r
!
i
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148Dr Kane and Einstein c

u

e

loudly. The Ultimate Ninja stared at me with no emotion.More kids r

s

e
outofthetent, convinced H-Dude and I were no match for Dr Kane and his sidekicks.
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149‘Ninja Kid and H-Dude?’ Dr Kane sneered.‘MorelikeC
lum
s
y
K
i
d
and K
l
u
tz
 D
u
d
e!
'
‘Nice one, boss,’ Einstein snickered.‘Quiet!’ Dr Kane hissed. ‘I don’t need yourapproval.’
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‘As I was saying,’ Dr Kane b
l

o
e

atthe kids, ‘get out of Duck Creek.’‘Andn


r
comeback!’Einsteinadded.‘I’m going to allow that one,’ Dr Kane said.Theremainingkidsandteachers ds

e

 t

w
r

s t

e e
x
i

.
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151‘
W
i

,
w
i

,
w
i

!
’
 I called out.  ‘I know it looks like we don’t know what we’re doing, but it’s all an act!’ ‘Yeah!’ Kenny added. ‘We were just faking being T

T

L

u

c

.'
 N

w
w
’
r



i

 
t
 s


 t

e d

y
.
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152The kids and teachers so

p

d
running and stared at us hopefully.‘Yo, Ninja Kid,’ Kenny whispered. ‘Do you have anything resembling a plan?’‘Sort of,’ I whispered back. ‘I think we should try incorporating Sarah and Tiffany’sd

n
e



s
intothebattle.’W

r
h a s

o

!
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153I l

f

e

 Kenny above my head, just like I did on the day we won our class Talent Show. Actually, it was nothing like that. Instead of being st
r
o
n
g
andf
u
d
,
I waswea
k
andc

u
m
s
.
I still managed to raise Kenny in the air andt

r
w
 him at Dr Kane . . .
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b

t 
 t

r

w w

s a

p

l

i


!
 Kennysi
e

 over Dr Kane’s head and landed in a pile of Ninja Girl and Karate Kitten’sbrokenwoodenblocks!h
S
m
a
s
!
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155‘Is this a c
om
ed
y
routine?’Dr Kane asked. ‘If so, I give it five stars!’Before Kenny or I could respond, N
i
n
j
a Gi
r
l
andK
ar
a
te
K
i
t
te
n
 joined us on stage.‘Whatever you’re planning to do next,’ Ninja Girl said to me, ‘
c

u
t
u
i

.
'
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157n
i
ne
‘
W
e are s

o
o
 happy to see you,’ I said to Ninja Girl and Karate Kitten.‘Our usual p

w

r
 seem to have deserted us,’ Kenny said. Kenny had only just finished  his sentence when Ninja Girl  andKarateKitten 
 
themselves at Dr Kane  andEinstein.
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158Ninja Girl unleashed an incredible w
n



l
 kick that 
o

d
 Dr Kane to thefloor!Karate Kitten did a f
y
ng
karatechop that sent Einstein from one side of thestagetotheother.C
P
!
h
o
K
K
!
c
i
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159The kids went w

l

 for Ninja Girl and Karate Kitten. Especially Sarah and Tiffany! The teachers were c
e

r
ng
forthem, too. Mr Fletcher was particularly e

t
u

i

s

i
.
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160Dr Kane was f
r

o
s
!
 I’d never seen his face so RED!‘Ultimate Ninja!’ he screamed. ‘Don’t just stand there like a statue. Terminate theseupstarts!’The Ultimate Ninja tried to h

r
 himself at Ninja Girl but I clumsily dived towards him and managed to 
o


him to the floor.
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161As Ninja Girl, Karate Kitten and Kenny b
t

l

d
 Dr Kane and Einstein, I pinned the Ultimate Ninja to the floor with my armsandlegs.
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162At first, the Ultimate Ninja s
r


g
l
d
 against my weight, but then he lay completelystill.‘Dad,’ I said softly. ‘It’s your s

n,
 Nelson. Is there any part of you that recognisesme?’The Ultimate Ninja turned his head and s
a

e

 at me so intensely I thought I was going to d

s
n

eg
r

t

!
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163I was sure I saw the slightest flicker of r

c


i
i

n
 in his eyes.‘Dad . . .’ I whispered. ‘I’m going to bringyouhome.’TheUltimateNinjas
a

e

 at me again. It looked like he was about to speak, but thenhes

o

hishead.


[image: background image]
164TheUltimateNinjawasstillmakingnoeffort to escape my grasp, so I reached for the 



r
 ci

 in his neck. I tried to remove it, but because I didn’t have my usual strength, I c

u
d

'
t
 get it out!
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165Finally, I managed to b

dg
e
italittle. I was just about to remove it when Dr Kane saw what I was doing.‘
U
l
tim
a
t
e
N
i
n
ja
!
’
hescreamed.‘Take outNinjaKid!’Before I could grab the memory chip, theUltimateNinjaf
i

p

d
 me over his head.W
h
k
a
!
c
F
l
p
!
i
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166I couldn’t believe it. I was so c
o

e
toremovingthememorychipandreversingDr Kane’s brainwashing power. I was so close to getting my d
d
back.Because I was u
s

t
aboutmydad, I wasn’t focused on the battle. Dr Kane p

u

c
d
o

andp

n

e
myarmsbehind my back.
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‘This is a b
d
d
y
foryou,NinjaKid,’ Dr Kane said. ‘Not only did you and H-Dude embarrass yourselves in front of hundreds of kids, I’m about to reveal yourt

u

i
e
t

t

.
’
 He reached for my mask.Without my usual strength and coordination, I couldn’t fight him off. Kenny couldn’t help me either. Einstein hadp

n

e
 him to the ground and was doing the t
y
p
e
w
r
it
e
r
onhistummy.
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168‘Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls,’ Dr Kane announced to those still in the tent. ‘I present to you the sad little boy b

h

n
 the mask . . .’Dr Kane was just about to rip off my mask when a h
l
c

p

e

 

c
k
fromNinjaGirl sent him f
y
ng
acrossthestage.K
K
!
c
i
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169Then Karate Kitten f
o

r

d
the UltimateNinjawithanincredibleb

t

e
f

y
s

i

e
!
s
c
k
a
m
!



[image: background image]
170Dr Kane 
ng
e

l

 rose to his feet. Ninja Girl and I stood over him, ready for whatevers

u
t
 he was going to pull next.‘That was s
p
r
impressive,’IwhisperedtoNinjaGirl.‘Thanks, Ninja Kid,’ she replied.Once again, the kids and teachers C
H
E
ER
ED
 for Ninja Girl and Karate Kitten.
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171‘I want you to know,’ I said, ‘H-Dude and I are usually w
a
a


r

 coordinatedthanthis—’Before I could explain further, Dr Kane interjected. ‘What’s this? A nn
j
a l

s

r
 convention?’‘

u
’
r

t
e
l
s

r
!
’
NinjaGirlsaid.
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‘
E
n

t

i

! U

t



t
 N
n
j
a
!
’
DrKaneshouted. ‘We’re outnumbered. Let’s get outofhere.’‘One step ahead of you,’ Einstein replied. He was s
e
r

n
g
thehelicopter offthestagefloor.
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173Einstein threw a ladder down. Dr Kane grabbed hold of it and c

i
m
bd
intothe helicopter before Ninja Girl or I could stophim.
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174TheUltimateNinjal

a

t
highintothe air.He caught hold of the helicopter’s landing skids and pl

e

 himself into the chopper.
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175Einsteins
e
r

d
thehelicopter towards the hole in the big tent roof.
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176‘We’ll be back,’ Dr Kane b
r
ke

fromabove. He glared at me and Kenny. ‘And next time, we’ll be prepared for your pals.’‘Yeah,’ Einstein snickered. ‘Your l
s

r
 pals.’‘
Q

it
,
y

u
!
’
 Dr Kane snapped at Einstein.
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177I wasn’t bothered by their taunts, I was more interested in my dad. He was looking at me in a way he’d never done before.
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179t
E
N
A
s Dr Kane’s helicopter f
e

 away, all the teachers and kids returned to the tent.Kenny and I turned to  thankN
i
n
j
a Gi
r
l
  andK
ar
a
te
K
i
t
te
n
  for saving the day.  Butthey’d  
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180‘Where did they go?’ I asked Kenny.‘
N

i

e
,
’
Kennyshrugged,scanning the tent. ‘But I hate to think what would’ve happened today if they hadn’t shownup.’
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181Not only did Ninja Girl and Karate Kitten miss out on our thanks, but they also 
s
e

o

t
 on the winner’s t
o

h

 for the T
i
p-T
o
p T
a
l
e
n
t
 
Q
u
e
s
t.
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182Whiletheteachersusheredthekidsout of the tent, Kenny and I snuck backstage toc
a


 out of our disguises.
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When we returned as regular old Nelson and Kenny, Tiffany and Sarah were w
i

i


forus.‘We’ve been l
o
k
i

foryoueverywhere!’Tiffanysaid.‘Where have you b

e
?
’
Sarahasked.‘We went into hiding,’ said Kenny. ‘Because we were so e
m
b

r
a

s
d
 about our terrible dancing,’ I said. W
’
r

s
s
r
y
!
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‘No need to apologise,’ Sarah said. ‘Everyone gets s

a
g
e
f
ig
h

.
’
‘Yeah,’ Tiffany said. ‘And Ninja Girl and Karate Kitten deserved to win. Not only was their routine amazing, they s


d
 DuckCreek!’‘I think we have newheroes!' Sarahsaid.
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‘
W
i

,
w
i

,
w
i

!
’
Kennyexclaimed. ‘You like Ninja Girl and Karate Kitten

r
 than Ninja Kid and H-Dude?’‘Ooh, that’s a tough one,’ Sarah said.‘Guess it depends on what they do next!’Tiffanysaid.
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186Kenny and I had never been more determined to s


t

e
w

r

d
!
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C
OMING OO
N
!
i
n
j
d
k
i
a
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RE
A
D
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