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love my class! We always know how to turn a boring chore like picking up rubbish . . . 
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4‘Pass it to me!’ said Bella.I tossed a scrunched-upball of paper to her as she ran up to the bin.Miss Franklin held it up high.Bella caught it with onehand and . . .D
U
N
K
! 
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5Next up was Henry. He was flinging those paper balls faster than a champion snowball-thrower!FLING!
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6‘Check this out,’ called Toby. He held a huge  ball he’d made from loads of scraps. Then he turned AWAY from the bin, bent over . . . BACKW
ARDS!
and flung that paper ball over his head! 
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7It landed in the trash! ‘Well done, class,’ said Miss Franklin, looking around the room. Moments ago, it had been covered in paper. But now it was perfectlytidy!Miss Franklin asked us all to return to our seats.‘I have something exciting to share,’ she said. ‘I think you’re going to loveit.’W
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8‘That sounds FUN!’ I said. I’m great at FUN! I get it from my dad!H
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9Our teacher started telling us all about the events we’d be competing in. They sounded so silly and awesome! Definitely not your average sports carnival!Rubber Chicken
 
Throwing . . .
Backwards
Running Race . . .
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10P
aint-filled Balloon
 
Slinging . . .
Three-Legged Chase . . .
 
Hotdog-Eating Contest . . .
AND . . .
 
Funny Faces!
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11‘You’ll be competing in teams of four,’ said Miss Franklin.I teamed up with Henry, Bella and Wendy!Wewereready!
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13C
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14We were SO ready to get super silly with our training . . . I hoped Dad would be home – he’d be the BEST coach for us. He’s the most FUN person I know!But when we got inside, Dad didn’t look like he was ready for fun at all.H

Y
, 
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D
 . . .
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15‘What’s up, Dad?’ I asked, grabbing a banana from the bowl.Just this morning, he was clowning around with those bananas.
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16Turned out Dad was looking for part-time work. But it wasn’t easy.‘Finding the right part-time job is like finding a needle in a haystack!’ he said.I
T
’
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17‘Like finding a needle in a haystack when HAYMAKES YOU SNEEZE!’AH
-
OOPS.C
H
OOOOOOO
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18‘It’s impossible!’ Dad added.‘Nothing’s impossible,’ I said. ‘Not ifyoubelieve in yourself. You taught me that!’‘I’m sure you’ll find something soon, Mr Do,’ Bella added.
T
’

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19In the meantime, we needed Dad to help us with our training. Maybe that would take his mind off job hunting!First up was Rubber Chicken Throwing. Right away, Dad’s frown turned upside down and he jumped into action.‘We don’t have any rubber chickens lying around,’ he said. ‘But we do have rubber gloves!’B
E
-
GE
R
K
!
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20We lined up in the backyard with our rubberglove chickens.I was getting ready to go first. I had no idea how I was going to make my chook fly!I really wanted to do a good job . . . and impress Bella.
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21‘Come on, Weir,’ said Dad. Henry chuckled then peckedover to me.W
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22When I finally stopped laughing at my friend,  I held up my chicken and THREW it as far as  I could!


’

 

E
A


OB
 

R
D
F
L
Y
I
N
G
?
!



[image: background image]
23Bella took aim next.
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24Maybe Wendy would be better at flinging chooks?Henry was getting ready to go next.‘Maybe this will help,’ said Henry. And with that, he did a little chicken dance! W
L
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R
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25FLING!
And a tiny bit of this . . .And a tiny bit of that . . .And shake your butt . . .CLUCK, CLUCK, CLUCK . . .
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26That rubber chicken soared through the sky!F
L
Y!
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27Turned out, there was a trick to sending that bird flying! Dad explained that you had to pull  part of the ‘chicken’ back with your thumb, like a slingshot . . .WI
NG
S
!
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28Bella and I were getting REALLY good at it. Our team decided WE’D compete in the Rubber Chicken Throwing!B
E-
G
E
R
K!
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29Running backwards was HARD!Especially HARD on our bums!

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30Running backwards would be EASY if I were a monster with EYES in the BACK OF MY  HEAD . . .S
EE
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31We tumbled and bumped into each other so many times. It would have looked VERY WEIRD to anyone watching.W
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32Luckily, Dad was the Backwards King as a kid. 
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33It all started after the summer holidays when he was in first grade.‘Everyone kept telling me I had to go BACK TO SCHOOL,’ he explained. ‘So, in the morning, I said goodbye to Mum . . . and started running BACKWARDS to school!’
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34‘Turned out that my walk to school was even faster that way,’ said Dad. ‘So, I stuck with it!’It sounded like Dad misunderstood A LOT of stuff when he was little.Like the time his uncle said it was RAININGCATS AND DOGS. Dad ran outside thinking he’d finally get a kitten!H
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35Or the time his kindergarten teacher told the class to pair up and paint each other.
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36Of course, there was also that time when Dad had a cold and threw an apple at the doctor . . .Hereally didn’t like seeing the doctor.A
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37Dad showed us how to lean into the backwards running, which helped stop us from tripping over our own feet!
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38Finally, we had the hang of it!
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39Dad was so much fun!Henry and Wendy were REALLY good at it too, so we agreed THEY’D compete in the Backwards Running Race!
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41C
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A
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W
e still had FOUR competitions to train for, and up next was theTHREE-
LEGGED
CHASE!
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42In the first race, all four of us ended up in a MASSIVE tangle.
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43But again, Dad gave us a few tips . . .‘You have to run with ONEBRAIN!’ he said.M
EGA
-
B
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44But it worked!Y
E
S
!
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45Again, Bella and I were the fastest, so we’d be the ones to race this chase at the Fun Olympics!Next up was Paint-filled Balloon Slinging.Dad had been meaning to paint the backyard fence for ages . . . so he decided we’d do it FOR him!
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46He filled up a bunch of balloons with the fence paint he’d bought from the hardware store . . .and we got to work!S
P
L
AT
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S
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!
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47‘Missed a spot!’ called Dad.‘Watch this,’ Bella called.We cheered!S
P
L
A
T
!
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48Mum poked her head out of the back door.
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49Dad was so happy, he even did asilly
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50Dad was so funny, he could make a blobfish smile!H
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51We were all great at Paint-filled Balloon Slinging . . . ANY of us could compete and have a shot at winning.At that moment, Mum called out once more.‘Dinner time!’ she said. ‘We’re having . . .’H
O
T
D
O
G
S
!
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52‘I bought them in bulk,’ she said. ‘They were on special . . .’We ran inside and realised that Mum had cooked up enough hotdogs to feed an army!An army of hippos!
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53Or . . . it was enough hotdogs to feed FOURKIDS training for a HO
TDOG-EA
TING
COMPE
TITION!
 PER
FE
C
T
!
We sat at the table together with the huge tray in front of us.
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54Dad set the kitchen timer for our challenge . . . ‘We have just one minute to GOBBLE DOWN THOSE DOGS!’ I called.FiDo whimpered.
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55We were all licking our lips, we were so hungry. But who could eat the most?!M
M
M.
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56Henry was bigger than me . . .Did that mean he’d be able to eat more? No-one would expect me to eat the most.
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57‘GO!’ Dad shouted, and we tore into that juicy pile of dogs!There was a wild flurry of hotdogs, buns and sauce . . .
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58At last, at the one-minute mark, Dad blew a whistle!‘Time’s up! Buns down!’ he said.We looked at each other. We were all feeling pretty stuffed!
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59More HOT dogs than a pack of snow pups in the desert.
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60We waited for Dad to tell us the winner.‘Come on, Mr Do,’ said Wendy. ‘Tell us who- hic!’‘Pardon me!’ said Wendy, and we all giggled.B
U
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61Turns out, the one who ate the most was someone small . . .Someone completely unexpected . . .

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62FiDo ate the most hotdogs!FiDo is a SAUSAGE DOG, after all!W

A
V
A
W
EI
N
E
R
!



[image: background image]
63But aside from FiDo, the PERSON who ate the most . . . was Wendy!W
O
O
H
O
O
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64Followed closely, just half a hotdog short, by ME!S
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65I felt like rolling into bed, I was so full. But there was no time for that – we had one more competition to train for.F
U
N
NY
FA
C
E
S
!



[image: background image]
66‘Give us your best FUNNY FACE!’ said Dad.I was up first.To win this contest, you’d need to pull a face so silly that everyone would be rolling on the floor with laughter.
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67But my friends just chuckled. Chuckled!H


E
H
. . .
‘Let’s see what YOU’VE got, Bella,’ said Dad. ‘Show us your best FUNNY FACE!’‘Here goes,’ said Bella, giving her nose a wriggle.B
L
A
A
A
A
A
H
H
!
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68‘Wendy, you’re up!’ said Dad. ‘Hmm,’ said Dad. I could tell he wasn’t sure who the strongest competitor would be for this event.But we still had to see Henry give it a go.
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69‘Give us a moment,’ Henry said. ‘Just have to warm up.’ S
T
R
E
T
C
H
!
S
T
R
E
T
C
H
!
‘OK, you ready?’ he said.
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71Now that was a funny face! Henry looked so different!SoHenry would definitely compete, but who would join him?H
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73C
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fter everyone went home, Dad and I stayed up working on the FUNNY FACES.We stood in front of the bathroom mirror.After a series of EPIC eyebrow and mouth stretches . . .. . . 
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74‘You have to find your funniest expressions,’ said Dad. ‘Find it and push it as far as your face can handle!’
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75‘Then put them all together!’Dad was SO FUNNY
.H
A
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76‘How do you know all this silly stuff?’ I asked him.‘SILLY is my middle name,’ he said.F
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77I tried out a few different expressions. I took Dad’s advice and went as big as I could.
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78But if I put all of those together, my head might explode!H

’
 G




B
LO
W
!



[image: background image]
79I just couldn’t do it!Dad could tell I was feeling a bit frustrated. Like I would NEVER be able to get it right.But I had to believe I would . . .
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80‘You’ll get there,’ said Dad. ‘You always do.’His advice reminded me of something I’d told HIM earlier.
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81‘I’m proud of you, you know, Weir?’Dad told me he loved how I always looked on the bright side . . .A
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83C
H
A
P
T
E
R
5
A
t school today we were going to work with our teams to train for the FUN OLYMPICS!I was ready to GET SERIOUSLY SILLY!But when I woke up, something didn’t feel  right . . .O
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84My mouth was throbbing!I ran to the bathroom to take a look in the mirror.My gums were red and my face was swollen! So swollen, I looked like a squirrel with a cheek full of nuts!
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85‘MUM!’ I screeched, holding my face. She came running and gasped when she saw me.W
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86‘Did you get stung by a bee?!’ she said, looking worried.I
 
‘No,’ I told her through gritted teeth.‘Hmm,’ she said. ‘Open your mouth.’A
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T
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G
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87It hurt, but I slowly opened wide. ‘Hang on,’ Mum said, reaching for a torch.She looked like she was about to trek into a terrifying bear’s cave!
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88She flicked on the torch and had a look inside my mouth.
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89‘That’s the problem,’ she said. ‘Just like I thought.’‘What’s the problem?!’ I asked. ‘What’s in there?!’‘A bad tooth,’ she said. ‘You have a toothache!’ W
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90Suddenly, instead of being at school with my friends, laughing while practising for the FUNOLYMPICS . . .O
WWWW
.
.
.
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91I found myself in the dentist part of the HOSPITAL, recovering from having a BIG BAD TOOTH removed from the back of my mouth!GO
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92‘You’ll feel better soon,’ said Dad. ‘And look at all this YUMMY soft food you get to eat . . .’Dad pointed to a stash of ice-cream tubs and yoghurt cups.
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93I was feeling a bit sore, sad and sorry for myself when I heard a nurse at the door.‘Weir Do?’ she said. ‘The Hospital Clown is visiting the kids’ ward shortly. I think you’re gonna love him. He always makes everyone smile!’
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95‘But in the meantime,’ she added, ‘you have VISITORS!’My friends were here to cheer me up! They were THE BEST!S
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96They’d come with gifts for me too! Flowers to brighten my day, and lego to keep me busy!‘Cool,’ said Dad. ‘You could build a tiny hospital!’V
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97‘How are you feeling?’ asked Bella, sitting on the end of the bed. ‘It’s a bit sore,’ I admitted.
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98The truth was, all I cared about was getting better in time for the FUN OLYMPICS! And right now, I felt like I was letting ‘But I feel SO MUCH better than I did this morning,’ I added. d
o
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n
my
te
a
m . . .
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99I looked over at Dad. ‘I’ll still be OK for the FUNOLYMPICS, right Dad?’Dad thought about it for a moment.‘Well, I don’t think you can compete in the hotdog-eating competition anymore,’ he said. ‘Unless I can toss them in a blender for you!’ O
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100‘EWWWW!’ said the nurse, while my friends laughed.
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101‘You know,’ said Wendy, ‘you look a bit like a bunny with that thing tied on your head.’H
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102‘Weir is a BUNNY RABBIT,’ said Dad, ‘who just had a . . .’H
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103‘Sorry,’ said Dad. ‘I’m just HORSING around.’ 
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We were laughing so hard, I had to hold onto the jiggling ice packs on my jaw! 
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104The nurse’s phone suddenly buzzed. She was still chuckling as she ducked out of the room to take the call.When she came back, she looked a bit disappointed.
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105‘The kids are going to be so upset,’ she said. ‘This is usually the highlight of their day,’ she added before leaving the room.We were pretty disappointed. Dad, too. He wandered off to find coffee,while my friends toldme all about the day’s Fun Olympics training session at school. 
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107H
enry was in the middle of telling me a story about James Nott. James was aiming his paint-filled balloon . . .6
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108. . . when he SNEEZED!A
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109The balloon flew SIDEWAYS . . . just as  THE PRINCIPAL was walking across the playground . . .F
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110AND IT HIT HIM RIGHT IN THE FACE!
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111At that moment, the nurse called out.‘Guess who’s here?’ she said excitedly, poking her head through the doorway.Who could it be?‘Hullo, hullo!’ said a funny voice.
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112‘You’re here!’ Henry called, high-fiving him. ‘What happened?’‘Well,’ said the clown, ‘this morning, I ran away with the CIRCUS . . .’!
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113‘The hospital tried to find another clown . . .’ said HaHa.
U




 S


SA


U
S

W
AY
TO
O
B
I
G
TO
F
I
LL
!
!
H
A
H
A
H
A
H
A
H
A



[image: background image]
114‘Did you hear the joke about the GERMS?’All of us kids shouted NO!!
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115The giggles grew as more and more kids from the ward joined us.!
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This clown was hilarious. No wonder the nurse was so upset when he called to say he couldn’t make it!
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116Now he was dancing with one of the doctor’s skeleton models!It was so funny!We all cheered!
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117‘Everyone, join in!’ sang HaHa, as he led everyone in a Chicken Dance.
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118The kids’ ward at the hospital was like one bigThen HaHa did something that felt weirdly familiar . . .chicke
n
dis
c
o!
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119blew it up . . . and drew an eye on it . . .He grabbed a nurse’s rubber glove . . . B
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120The Chicken Dance was reaching the big finale . . . everyone was laughing and shaking their tail feathers!Then HAHA pulled his clown wig and nose off!DA
D
!
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121We cheered SO LOUDLY!I couldn’t have been prouder of my dad. He had stepped up into those enormous clown shoes to help make kids in the hospital smile. And he was an AMAZING
 clown!
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122Even better than that, the nurse who’d been watching Dad asked him if he would like a part-time JOB as their Hospital Clown! ‘I would LOVE that!’ said Dad, without hesitation.
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123Once everyone had left our room, Dad sat down and gave me a big cuddle.‘Thanks for believing in me, Weir,’ he said. ‘It really helped me stay positive. And now I have my DREAM job!’ 
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125C
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126My gums were still a bit sore so I had no problem with that.Other than my sore gums, I felt pretty good! Oh, except that my face was SO SWOLLEN  on one side that I looked like I was hiding a TENNIS BALL.
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127I got such a SHOCK when I first saw myself in the mirror. I almost
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128Bella ran over to me when I arrived at the oval.  ‘I’m really sorry about today, Bella,’ I said.‘What do you mean?!’ she replied.‘Well, I haven’t trained as much as you,’ I said, ‘and I can’t compete in everything.’Y
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129‘It’s the FUN Olympics,’ she said. ‘And whether we win anything or not, I know we’re going to have FUN!’                                                                    The whistle blew!The Fun Olympics had begun!Bella grabbed my hand. ‘Let’s do this,’ she said.We were up first for our team in the Rubber Chicken Throwing!WHIRRRRRRRRRRRR!
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130The others had some interesting techniques . . . Like Toby.F
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131And Blake.W
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132Before we took our turns, we remembered how to loosen up. Thanks to Henry.A
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133And the flinging technique Dad taught us really helped!B
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134Henry and Wendy were up next with the Backwards Running Race. As Bella and I cheered them on, we realised they’d turned their clothes around backwards!
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135‘Don’t forget to lean into it,’ I reminded them.Henry and Wendy ran past EVERYONE so fast, straight to the finish line. First Wendy, then Henry!O
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136I was supposed to compete in the Three-Legged Chase with Bella, but Wendy took my place instead.‘Run with ONE BRAIN,’ I reminded them.Bella and Wendy started out OK, but then their ONE BRAIN must have started overthinking the steps . . . 
O
!
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137Wendy and Henry lined up for the Paint-filled Balloon Slinging competition next. They looked FIERCE!‘As easy as painting a fence!’ Bella called.S
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138They did so well, but James Nott was unbeatable!
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140‘I just imagine I’m slinging a giant slimy booger at a bad guy!’ James explained.BO
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141Wendy and Bella were AMAZING in the Hotdog-Eating Contest.It was one minute of hotdog-gobbling madness! And it ended in a four-way tie!H
I
C
!
There was only one category left! The Funny Faces!
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143C
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H
enry and I started warming up together. Again, I thought about everything Dad had shown me.I realised I couldn’t move my face very much at all . . . but I was going to give this everything  I had!
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144Miss Franklin was going to find the winner of this final category based on how the audience reacted.The loudest laughter and cheers would pick the FUNNIEST FACE!The competition was FIERCE.
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145Mullet got the crowd going!!
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146Clare and Mary too . . .
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147Henry was awesome. I hardly recognised him,he looked so different!The crowd loved him!
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148I was feeling nervous. My face was still so swollen. I couldn’t do much with it, but I didn’t want to let down my team.It was my turn and everyone was looking at me.I tried to pull a funnyface.
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150And then, I suddenly had an idea for my last shot at it.A
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151Henry and Bella and Wendy were cheering so loudly! It instantly made me feel better.And in moments, the laughter rippled across the crowd . . . and everyone was cheeringlo
u
dly
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me
!
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152‘We have a WINNER!’ Miss Franklin announced.W
I



!



[image: background image]
153So, we weren’t the overall winners of the Fun Olympics, but we definitely felt like we’d had THE MOST FUN!My friends were the BEST!G
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154At the end of the day, Bella gave me a huge  hug and told me she was proud of me for  giving today everything I had. Including my tail feathers!I told her I was proud of her too.
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155And now there was only one thing left to do . . .C
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