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1on
E
H
ey! How’s it going? I’m Nelson Kane, also known as n
i
n
j
a
k
i
d!
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W
H
AT
 
 
 
H
E
?!
W
H
AT
 
 
 
H
E
?!
Then, suddenly, I woke up on my tenth birthdaywiths

r

o

s nn
j
a s
k
i

l

.
I wasn’t born a nn
j
a
,
 I was born a ne
r
d
!
 And I was totally cool with that.
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I got my ninja powers from my dad. He woke up with n
n
j
a
p

w

r

onhistenthbirthday,too!My
d
a
d
!
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4Sadly, my dad went missing without a trace when I was little.For years, no-one knew where he was. 
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5Then, not long after I became n
i
n
j
a
k
i
d,
 I worked out that Dad had been kidnapped by his evil twin brother, D

co

A

d

e

K

n

.
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6Dr Kane has always been 

a
o

s
of my dad because Dad got ninja powers and Dr Kane didn’t.
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7After Dr Kane 

da

p
d
Dad,he inserted a microchip into his neck, which wiped Dad’s memory and turned him into theNow, Dr Kane uses the Ultimate Ninja ashisa
t

c
k
w
a

o

wheneverhetriesto kick us out of our hometown, Duck Creek.U
l
tim
a
t
e
N
i
nj
a
!
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8Dr Kane wants the town to himself so he can mine it for hy
p
no
-
d

a
od

,
a rare mineral that holds e
x
t
a

r
i
a

y
 powers.Dr Kane has tried every trick imaginable to try and s
c
a
r
e
everyoneaway.
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9Fortunately, we’ve stopped him every time. By ‘we’, I mean me and my cousin, Kenny, who transforms into my trusty sidekickH
-
Du
de
wheneverI become Ninja Kid. I thought the H
stoodforH
R
O
 but Kenny says it stands for h
ng
r

!
U

,
a 
 
l
t
l

h

l

?
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10We also get help from our friends, Sarah and Tiffany. They have no idea that Ninja Kid and H-Dude are actually me and Kenny!H-Dude and I would be nothing without the inventions of our awesomeGrandma!She’stheG

E

T

S
 inventor in the world.
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Even though her inventions don’t  always work perfectly. Like the  air-conditioned pants,whicharesupposedto stop your legs getting h
ot
insummer.But the fans are s
 s

r
ng
,
theysend  youW
h
o
a
!
flyingt
h
r
o
u
g
h
th
e
 
a
ir
!
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12Or the u
m
b
r
e
l
la
ti
e
thatyou’resupposed to wear like a normal tie until it startsraining.
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13But sometimes the umbrella o

e
s
unexpectedly.Thisisnotonlyuncomfortable, it looks i
c

e
i
l

w

i

d!
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14But when Grandma’s inventions work, they’ref
n

a

t

c!
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We haven’t heard from Dr Kane for a while, which means I h
v

n
’
t
s
e

mydad for a while.Even though I hate seeing Dad as the Ultimate Ninja, it’s better than n
t
 seeing him at all.One day, I’m going to reverse Dr Kane’s b

a
n

a
h
n
g
 and bring my dad home.
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17TW
o
D
o you like school excursions? Kenny and I LO
V

 them. So we were pumped when we found out our class was going to theG
e

n
V

l

e

M

s
u

.
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18Green Valley is the town next to Duck Creek, and its museum is f

m
u
becauseit houses thea
m
a
z
in
g
pu
r
p
l
e
 
s
pa
c
e
g
e
m
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19The space gem is S
HI
N
Y
andS
PA
R
K
L
Y
. . .
 and totally ME
S
ME
R
I
S
I
N
G
.
But that’s not the strangest thing about it.  What’s really weird is that it wasn’t discovered in the ground. It fell from  thesky!
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‘I can’t believe a p
e
i

u



m
justdropped out of the clouds,’ I said to everyoneatbreakfast.‘I wish more f
n t

i



 fell from the sky,’ Kenny said.‘Like what?’ Mum asked.‘Ana
l
-
y
u
-
c
n
-
e
t
b
f

e

wouldbe the best!’ Kenny said, licking his lips.
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‘Thanks for brekkie,’ I said, tidying up mybreakfastdishes. ‘You’re leaving early,’ Mum said.‘We want to make sure we get a good seat on the bus,’ Kenny explained. ‘Before you go,’ Grandma said, ‘come and have a quick look at my l

t

s
 
i

v
n
i

n.
’
‘We can D

F
IN
I
T
L
Y
maketimeforthat,’ I replied excitedly.
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22WesteppedinsideGrandma’sworkshopand she pointed to a b
c
k
pc
k
onthe workbench.‘Boys, meet my brand-new invention,’ Grandma said. ‘
TheUltimateBackpack!’
‘Something tells me that’s n
t
an o
d

n
r

backpack,’Isaid.
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23‘Please tell me it’s got a b

i
t
-
i
 
d
n

t m



r
!
’
saidKenny.‘You wish!’ laughed Grandma. ‘It’s a bit more practical than that.’ She pushed a red button on the backpack and a 
a

p

i

h

o
k
 sprung out of the bag and speared across the workshop.P
i
n
g
!
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24‘
W

o

o
a
a
!
’
 I said. ‘That’s  impressive!’‘You’ve got us h
ok
e

now,Grandma!’Kennysaid.‘It’s a project I’ve been 
a

p

i

 with for a while now,’ Grandma replied.‘Cut it out, you two!’ I laughed. ‘What else can the backpack do, Grandma?’‘
C

e

 t
i
 o

t
!
’
Grandmapushed the yellow button and an extendable fist burst out, narrowly missing me and Kenny!
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25‘I guess that’s what you call a p
n
h
ng b


!
’
Isaid.‘It’s so cool!’ Kenny exclaimed. ‘Can I have a try please, Grandma?’ ‘
G
 f

r i

,
’
Grandmasaid,handingoverthebackpack.As Kenny put the backpack on, he accidentally hit the yellow button and the extendable fist p
n
h

d
meonthe arm!
!
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‘Sorry, Nelson!’ Kenny said.‘You need to be c

rf

l
withtheUltimate Backpack,’ Grandma said. ‘It’s not a toy. Here, practise on this.’Kenny tried out the different buttons on the backpack. Eventually, he m
s
e

e

thepunchingandgrapplinghookfunctions.
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27‘Can I have a go, Grandma?’ I asked.‘Of course,’ said Grandma. ‘Here.’ Grandma reached under her workbench and retrieved a
s

c
n

b
c
k
pc
k
.
‘I made one for each of you. They’re your new school bags,’ she said. Kenny and I almost fell over with excitement!Kenny’ss

i

e
couldhavebeen seen from outer space.
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‘Both backpacks have a t

a


ng
 d

v
c

 in them,’ Grandma said. ‘So if you lose one, you can quickly locate it.’‘We’llp

o

e
t
themlikethey’rethe l

s
 h

t ci

s
 at a beach full of seagulls!’Kennypromised.
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29‘Glad to hear it,’ Grandma said. ‘Now, don’t you have an excursion to get to?’Kenny and I were so excited about our new backpacks, we almost forgot about thepurples

a

e


m!
‘Come on, Kenny!’ I said. ‘Let’s make likel
i
g
h
t
n
i
n
g
andb
o
l
t
!
’
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t
h
r
e
E
K
enny and I were the l

s
 o

e

toboard the school bus. When we stepped on board, we were s

o

d
 to see that Sarah and Tiffany weren’t sitting together. They A
W


 sat next to each other!
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32We thought they must have had a fight, but they were s

i
i


andwaving.‘Kenny!’ Tiffany called out. ‘Come and sit here.’ She patted the seat next to her.‘Nelson!’ Sarah said, gesturing to the seat next to her. ‘
 s

v

d y

u a s

a

.
’
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33At first, I was so surprised that Sarah wanted to sit next to me, I couldn’t think of a single thing to say.Eventually, I got over my n
e
r
v
es
and soon Sarah and I couldn’t stop talking. We talked about everything. School. Our friends. Our families. I told Sarah about my dad and how much I miss him.
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34We even talked about n
i
n
j
a
k
i
d
 andh
-
dud
e!
‘I love Ninja Kid,’ Sarah said. ‘He’s so c
le
v
e
r
ands
m
ar
t
 and funny. He’s handsome,too!’My face went as r
d
asasunburntflamingo!
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35Behind us, Tiffany was gushing about H-Dude. ‘He’s just so a
d
o
ra
b
l
e
,
’
shesaid.‘I totally agree!’ Kenny said, shooting me a smile. ‘
H
-
D

d

i

d
e
m

!
’
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When we arrived at Green Valley Museum, it was even more A

E


E
thanweexpected.There were rooms full of dinosaur skeletons.W

a
 d
 
y
o

c

l
 
 
a s
e
p
ng d
n

s

u

?
 
 
A
T

r
n

o
-
s

o

u
!
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There was an i
c

e
i
l

livesnakeexhibit. Some were non-venomous, some a little bit venomous, and some had venom d

a

l
 enough to poison an elephant! W
'
r

f

n
gt

s
i
!
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38There was also a room full of hundreds ofs

rn
g
e
andw

n

e

f

l
bugs.There werespiders,caterpillars,scorpionsandmy favourite bug of all, the p
r
a
yin
g
m
a
nt
is
.
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‘Do you know which beesarethe cleverest?’ asked Kenny, staring at a hive. ‘
S

e
l
ng 
bees!’
 As Kenny and I studied some G
IA
N
T
 snails, we heard a familiar voice behind us. ‘These snails remind me of Nelson and Kenny:s
o

andb
r
n
g
.
’
Of course, the voice belonged to the school bully, Charles Brock.
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40‘Let’s go check out the s

a

e


m,
’
 Tiffanysuggested.‘Excellent idea,’ I agreed.‘Give me a space gem over an a

n
y
ng
 bully any day!’ Kenny said.We walked through several corridors until we reached a white room with only one thing on display . . . 


[image: background image]
41t
h
e
s
p
e
c
t
a
c
u
l
a
r
s
p
ac
e
g
e
m
There was a security guard in the corner of the room keeping a close eye on everyone. He was B
I
G.
ReallyB
I
G.
 He had muscles in places that I didn’t even know you could have muscles!
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42The four of us stared at the massive gem in total wonder.‘Thisiss

r

o

s

y C
O


!
’
Kennysaid.‘It’s so S
PA
R
K
L
Y
 it lights up the whole room,’Tiffanyexclaimed.‘Can you take a photo of me and Kenny with the gem?’ I asked Sarah, holding out myphone.
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‘I can take one of all four of you if you like,’ the burly security guard offered.‘That would be B



L
IA
T
,
’
Isaid, handing over my phone.‘SayW
r
d
’
s
B
s

S
c

r
t

G

a

d
!
’
 he said as he held up my phone to take thephoto.W
r
d
'
s B

s
 S

c

r

t
 G

a

d
!
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44‘Thanks so much,’ I said to the security guard.‘My pleasure,’ he replied.He gave my phone back but before I could look at the photo, we were plunged intod
r
k
n

s
.
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‘
W

a
’
s 

i

 o

?
’
Kennyasked.‘Must be a power outage,’ Tiffany said.avoicewhisperedthrough the darkness. ‘I am the ghost of themuseum.’It was just Charles Brock, trying to s
c
a
r
e
everyone.‘That’sthes

i

i

,
Charles,’Ireplied.‘

o
o
o
o
o
o
!
’
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46Suddenly, the lights flicked back on.‘Phew!’ Kenny said. ‘That was c
r
e
e
p
y.
’
But our relief was short-lived.
’
s

n
!
U
-
o
.
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47‘I'd better tell my boss,’ the security guard said. ‘I am in s
o
o

m
c

trouble!’The security guard raced out of the room!


[image: background image]



[image: background image]
49F
o
ur
‘
H
ow could someone s
e

l
thegemfromright under our noses?’ Sarah asked.‘Wait,’ I said, looking at my phone. ‘The securityguardclickedv
d

o
insteadofphoto.’
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50‘So, we didn’t even get a good photo?’ Tiffanysaid.‘No. But that’s a 

o

t
i

,
’
I replied. ‘He accidentally filmed the theft. My phone isn’t great at shooting in the dark but I can still make out the c

l

r

t
.
’
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51In the grainy footage, we could make out a giant C
r
o
c
-m
a
n
,
amassiveporcupine and a human-sized spider,whowas holding the gem in her eight legs.‘I wonder how they got in?’ Kenny asked.


[image: background image]
52‘
U

t

e

e!
’
Isaid,pointing.The skylight had been ripped out of the roof.‘Kenny,’ I whispered, ‘if we get changed quickly, Ninja Kid and H-Dude might be able to c
t

h
thethieves.’
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53‘Maybe Ninja Kid and H-Dude should sit this one out,’ Kenny said, his knees trembling. ‘They look s
p
r
d
n
g
e

o
s
.
’
 ‘Scary bad guys have never stopped us before!’ I replied. ‘And I bet Tiffany and Sarah would be i
p

e
s

d
ifwebrought thosetroublemakersdown!’‘Now that you put it that way,’ Kenny whispered,‘
l
t
’
s d
 i

!
’
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‘I suddenly feel very t

i
s

y
,
’
Kennysaid to Sarah and Tiffany. ‘I’m going to find a tap.’‘I need a drink, too,’ I said. ‘I’ll come with you, Kenny.’ Wer
ac
e
d
o
f
f
 before the girls had a chance to question our sudden thirst!
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55Kenny and I s

u


intothemuseum bathroom and quickly transformed into Ninja Kid and H-Dude.We hurried out into a long corridor.‘Any thoughts on h
w
 we get on the roof?’Kennyasked.‘


p!
’
Iexclaimed.
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56‘Thiss
p
r

e

o
 stuff is hard work!’ wheezedKennyas wescurriedup sevenflightsofstairs. ‘I’m p

f
i

 like a steam train!’As we got closer to the roof, we heard W


R
I
N

fromabove.‘I know that sound very well,’ I said. ‘It’sahelicopter.’‘Do you think those s
c
a
ry
humanoidanimals are with Dr Kane?’ Kenny asked.‘I really hope not,’ I replied. ‘But let’s findout.’We arrived on the roof to see a bright green helicopter banking away.
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57‘The 

o
 n

w

 is,’ Kenny said, ‘that’s not Dr Kane’s helicopter. The  b

d n

w

 is, we’ll never catch those jewel thieves now.’
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‘You’re forgetting about Grandma’s UltimateBackpacks,'Isaid.I aimed my backpack at the helicopter andpressedtheredbutton.The grapplinghooks
a
e

throughtheair andh
ok
e

 onto the back of the green helicopter.B

l

s

y
!
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Unfortunately, the helicopter was moving so quickly, it r
p

e

the backpack off my shoulders. The backpacks

i

h

t
throughtheairand landedinsidethechopper.o
n
o
o
o
o
o
!
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‘I can’t believe I’ve already lost Grandma'sbackpack!'Isaid. Thegiantporcupineleantoutofthe helicopter and smiled at us. ‘Thanks for the free bag, l

s

r
!
’
Thenhegaveusa cheekythumbsup.The Croc-man and Mega-spider leant out and gave us a t
u

b

u
,
too!
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‘I’mn
t l

v
ng
theirattitude,’Kenny said.As I nodded in agreement, I heard movement behind us. I turned to see three moreaggressive-lookinganimals.‘




s!
’
saidKenny.
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F
i
V
E
‘
W
ho are you?’ I asked the animals.‘I’mH
r

y H

p

o
,
’
thegianthippo announcedproudly.‘I’mC
a
l

y
C
i
-
P

o
,
’
thefluffydog said.
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‘What’s a Chi-Poo?’ Kenny asked.‘AC
i
u
h

a c

o

s P

o
l

!
’
 Charley replied. ‘But today, I’m your w
o
r
s
t
n
i
ght
m
a
r
e
!
’
‘And I’m K-Roo,’ the kangaroo said. ‘Also known as K
ng
F
R

o!
’
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65Before Kenny or I could respond, K-Rool

a

t
 high into the air, did a huge b
ck
f

i

 and then kicked me from one side of the museum roof to the other!A
R
g
!
h
h
!
!
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66CharleyChi-Poowass

q

i

and a
g
i

e
 that before Kenny knew what was happening, she threw him to Harry, who squeezed him in a mega bear hug. Or a M
E
G
A H
I
P
P
O H
U
G
!
‘What’syourb
e
 with us?’ I said, slowly getting to my feet.
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67‘Our beef is that we hate b
d

i
s
.
’
 K-Roo swept my leg, causing me to land hard on the roof. ‘Especially baddies that help the C
r
o
c g
a
ng
.
’
‘I know who the bad guys are here, and iti
n
’
t
u
!
’
Isaid. I jumped to my feet and did a spinning kick that sent K-Roo f
y
ng
intoCharley,knockingthembothover.
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Kennys
i

p
d
o

t
ofHarry’sgraspand quickly executed a low roundhouse kick, dropping Harry’s large frame onto theroof. ‘The B
I
GG
E
R
the hippo,’ Kenny said,‘thef
n
i

r
 it looks when it falls!’T
u
d
!
h
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69Our taunts made the animals s
p
r
m

d!
 They surged towards us again.Kenny and I were outnumbered — we knew we’d never win a straight fight. We had to d

c
k
,
 w
a

e
andnn
j
a r

l

as much as we could.
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After what seemed like forever, the five of us were so e
xh

u

t
d
 that we lay on the roof, breathing heavily.‘Why did you help the Croc Gang s
e

l
 the space gem?’ K-Roo asked us.‘Yeah, what’s in it for you?’ Charley Chi-Poosaid.‘Wew
r

n
’
t
h

l

i

theCrocGang,’ Kennysaid.


[image: background image]
‘We were trying to so

 them,’ I added.‘So why were Croc-man and his thieving mates giving you the thumbs up?’ K-Roo asked.‘Theyweret
a

i


us,’ I said. ‘Becausetheyso

e
mybackpack.’‘Oh,’ K-Roo said, realising they’d made ahugemistake.
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72‘How do w
knowy
u
t
r

e
aren’tbaddies?’ Kenny said.‘Yeah,’ I replied. ‘You haven’t exactly been f
i

n

l

!
’
‘Of course we’re goodies,’ Harry said. ‘Look at our 

o
-


y
f

cs
!
’
‘We need to catch the Croc Gang before they use the gem for evil,’ K-Roo said.‘How do you use a gem for e
v
i
l
?
’
 Kennyasked.
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73‘The space gem can be used to c

n
r
l
 the minds of people,’ Charley said.‘It must be the same as the hy
p
no
-
st
o
n
e
 that Dr Kane’s been after!’ I whispered to Kenny.‘Where do we e
e
s

a

t
lookingforthe Croc Gang?’ Harry asked. ‘I’ve just remembered something,’ I said. ‘There’s a t

a



r
onmybackpack!’I grabbed my phoneandopenedthe tracker app. A beeping dot showed the location of my backpack.And,hopefully,thegem.
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74Charley pulled a laptop out of her bag and tapped the keyboard so q

i


y
thatit looked like she was playing a piano!‘They’ve parked the chopper on top of thisoldbuilding,’Charleysaid,pointingto an image of a large w

r

hu

e
onthe screen.
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‘Must be their new h
d

-
o

t,
’
K-Roosaid.‘Wow, Charley,’ Kenny said. ‘You’re seriously good at tech stuff!’ ‘IfcomputerskillswereanOlympicsport,’ K-Roo said, ‘Charley would w
n
 gold!’


[image: background image]
76Charley was focused on her laptop. ‘
W

o

,
’
sheexclaimed.‘Thesecurityis next level. Especially in this back room.’ She gestured to a room that looked like a b

n
k v
u
t
.
‘That’swhereyour backpack is . . .’ She looked at me. ‘Wait, what did you say your name was?’‘I’m Ninja Kid and this is H-Dude.’‘Howdy!’ Kenny said with a smile.‘Thanks for h

l
i


u
findtheCroc Gang’s new hide-out,’ K-Roo said. ‘But we’ve got it from here.’‘
N

w
y
,
’
 I said. ‘We’re coming. Not just to get my backpack, we want to return the space gem to the museum.’‘Yeah,’ said Kenny. ‘We were on this missionf

r

t!
’
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77
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K-Roo looked at us closely, then turned to the others. ‘
e
m
m

e
i


!
’
he announced.Thethreeofthemhuddledtogetheron the other side of the roof. After lots of chit-chat, they did an elaborate t
r

e
-
w
y
h

n

s

a
k
e.
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79The three animals strolled back to us.‘We thought about it r

e

a

a

l
 carefully,’ said K-Roo, looking super intense, ‘and we’ve decided . . . y
u
’
r
 
i
.
’
‘Welcome aboard!’ said Harry. ‘Now, listen up. Charley’s going to talk us throughtheplan.’
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81S
i
x
W
e gathered around Charley and her laptop.‘Should we get some s
a


toeatwhile we plan?’ Kenny asked.
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82‘I’m always up for a feed,’ said Harry. ‘But maybe now is n
t
thetime.’‘Something tells me I’m going to r


e
 inviting you guys along,’ said K-Roo, shaking his head.
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83‘Can I e
xp

a
n
theplannow?!’  Charleyasked.‘TheCrocGang’shide-outis surrounded by the most h

-
t
c

 fences I’ve ever seen.’‘So it’s fully ele
c
t
r
i
f
i
e
d
?’ Harry asked.‘Worse than that. There’s l
s

r
c
n

o
s
 around the whole fence,’ Charleysaid.
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84‘Each cannon has a motion sensor. The second it detects movement, it fires a d

a

l
laser,’Charleyexplained.z
a
p
!
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85‘Is there any way to turn the laser cannons off?’ I asked.‘There’sap

w
r
s
i

c
,
’
said Charley. ‘But it’s inside the hide-out.’ ‘How do we get is

d

toswitchthe laser cannons off if the o

t
i

e
isguarded by laser cannons?!’ Kenny asked.
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‘I may have a s
l

t
o
,
’
 I said. ‘If we can find a vantage point higher than the hide-out, we can use the 
a

p

i

h
ok
 from H-Dude’s backpack as a flying fox to get over the fence without being detectedbythesensors.’‘
E
xc
l

e

t
i

e
,
NinjaKid,’Charleysaid. ‘You could take off from here.’ Charley pointed to a large hill opposite the old warehouse.
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87‘Sounds like Ninja Kid and H-Dude arev

l
n

e

r
ng
 to be our roof guys,’ K-Roosaid.‘
B

i

 i
 o

!
’
 said Kenny. ‘I love flyingfoxes!’‘And I love your e
t

u
i

s

,
’
Harrysaid. 
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‘Once you two are on the roof,’ said Charley, ‘you’ll need to locate the air-conditioningshaft.Theshaftleadstothe C

n
r
l
R

o
.
 Inside, there are two power switches for the security fence.p
w

r s

i

c

e
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89Both switches need to be flicked at e
x
a

t

y t

e s

m
 t

m

,
andthey’re too far apart for one person to reach.’‘Ah,’ I exclaimed. ‘That’s why you need t
o
ofus.’
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90‘And make sure you d
n
’
t
t

u
h
 the floor of the Control Room, because attack cannons will s

o
t
you,’Charleysaidmatter-of-factly.‘That is a v

r



o

r
a

o
nottotouch the floor!’ Kenny exclaimed.
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91‘Once Ninja Kid and H-Dude turn off the fence security, the outside lights will s

u

d

w
,
’
 said Charley. ‘K-Roo and Harry will then scale the back fence and climb into the building via this 
r

ag
e
c

u

e.
 It’ll be a tightsqueeze.’
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92‘We’ll be right,’ Harry said, s

c
k
i

i
 histummy.
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‘The garbage chute leads to a W
s
e
R
o

 in the middle of the hide-out,’ Charley said. ‘Again, d
n
’
t
t

u
h
the floor.’‘Let me guess, more attack cannons?’ K-Roosaid.‘
B
ng
o
!
’
repliedCharley.‘Onceyou’reout of the chute, you need to climb the wall then crawl u
s

d

d

w

acrossthe ceiling holding on to the beams.’ ‘Like a gecko,’ said Kenny.
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94‘Ninja Kid’s backpack is in the Vault Room,' Charley said. ‘Hopefully, that’s wherethe
m
 is, too. The room is protectedbyh
n

r

d
 o
 l

s

r

,
’
 Charley continued. ‘If a laser hits you, it’ll split you in half.’‘


c
!
’
 Kenny couldn’t help exclaiming. 
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‘Are the l

s

r
ba
s
visible?’K-Rooasked.‘No,’ answered Charley. ‘That’s why you’llneedt

i
!
’
 Charley reached into her bag and pulled out . . . a b

 o
 f
o

r
.
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96‘Strangetimeforb


ng
,
’
Isaid.‘It’s not for baking,’ Charley said. ‘That’s a shame,’ Kenny said. ‘I’m s

a
v
n
g
!
’
‘If you throw the flour around the vault,’ said Charley, ‘you’ll be able to s
e
the laser beams clearly.’
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97‘I have a H

G
 p

o
l

m
withthispartof the plan,’ Harry said. ‘Flour makes me s

e

z
.
 I’ll be a spluttering mess.’‘Then we need to switch the teams up,’ Charley said. ‘Harry and H-Dude will zipline to the roof. Ninja Kid and K-Roo, you take the garbage chute.’
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98‘Fine, I’ll go with Ninja Kid,’ K-Roo said. ‘Then we’ll see who’s r

a

l
u

forthejob.’‘That sounds like a c

a

l
n
g
e
!
’
I replied with a smile. 
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99‘We'll see who's better,' K-Roo said.‘Once you’ve used the flour to d

dg
e
 the lasers,’ said Charley, ‘you’ll reach a l

s
r
w
l

.
’
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100‘The wall is charged by m

l
i

n

of laser beams,’ she continued. ‘If you make the slightest contact with it, even a single hair or fingernail touches it, it will c
o
k
 you from the inside out.’‘Lucky you just had a haircut, Ninja Kid!’saidKenny.
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‘There’sas

a

l


p
betweenthe top of the wall and the ceiling,’ Charley replied. ‘I don’t know how, but one of you will need to f
t t

r

u
g
h i

toreachthe lever that shuts down the lasers in the vault.’ ‘Then how do we o

e
thevault?’I asked.‘Leave that to me,’ K-Roo said.
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102‘NinjaKid’sbackpackandhopefullythe space gem should be in the vault,’ Charleysaid.‘
 h

p
 s

,
’
 Kenny said. ‘Our grandma inventedthatbackpack!’
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103‘So how do we all get out?’ Kenny asked.‘Same way you came in,’ Charley replied. ‘I’ll keep a lookout from the hill.’ ‘It’s an exc
l

e

t
 plan, Charley,’ I said.‘As long as we stay away from those lasers and don’t get f
i

d
,
Z
AP
P
ED
, 
s
o

c

e

 or even s

i
g
h

l
 s
ng
e

!
’
 Kennyadded.‘Follow our lead and I guarantee you’ll come out of this c
m

l
t

l

u

c
o
k
e

!
’
 K-Roosaid.
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105se
v
en
W
e ran as fa
s
t
 as we could from the museum to the hill opposite the Croc Gang’shide-out.Kenny and I were q

i


butnowhere near as quick as our new allies — or f
e

e

i

s
— especially K-Roo, who bounded with i
n
c
r
e
d
i
b
l
e
s
p
e
e
d
.
‘Nice of you to f

n

l
y
 join us,’ K-Roo said when Kenny and I reached the hill.
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106‘Yes,yes,w
 

t i

,
K-Roo,you’revery fast,’ I said.‘But can you do this?’ said Kenny, busting out a m
o
w

l
k
.
K-Roo couldn’t help but laugh. ‘I suppose I couldn’t. My tail would 

t i
 t

e w

y
!
’
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‘Harry and H-Dude,’ Charley said. ‘Time to get the plan rolling.’‘
B

i

 i
 o

!
’
Kennysaid.He shot the grappling hook out of his UltimateBackpack.Itsoaredthrough the air but fell just short of the hide-outroof. 
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108‘
B
m
e

!
’
 Kenny said. He pressed the red button on his backpack and the grapplinghookretracted.‘Want me to give it a try?’ said Harry.‘
R

l


,
 Harry, I’ve got this.’ Kenny fired the grappling hook again. This time it latched onto the edge of the hide-outroof.N

c
s

o
,
H
-
D

d

!
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109‘Jump on board, little guy,’ Harry said toH-Dude. ‘I don’t know who you’re calling l
t
l



y,
’
 Kenny said, ‘but sure.’ He climbed ontoHarry’sback.T

r

e
, t

o
, o

e . . .
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110With Kenny on his back, Harry grabbed hold of the grappling hook wire and they z

p

i
e
throughtheair.‘
W

e
e
e
e
!
’
 Kenny said, as  they sailed down the wire. ‘
T



A

E


E
F

N!
’
‘
G
O!
'
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111‘
S
h
h
h
!
’
 Harry said. ‘We don’t want the Croc Gang to know we’re here.’‘Sorry,’ Kenny said. He lowered his voice to a whisper. ‘
W

e
e
e
e
!
’
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112They reached the end of the wire and Kenny and Harry flipped onto the roof. Kenny couldn’t resist doing a c

e


 victorydance.‘Save the d

n

i


 for when we return the space gem to the museum,’ Harry said.‘Fair enough. As long as you 

i
i
!
’
 Kennysaid.
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113‘I found the air-con shaft,’ Harry said. ‘
L
t
’
s
s

i

e!
’
But before Kenny had followed him, he heard a shout from Harry. ‘Are you all right?’ Kenny asked.‘No!’ Harry called back. ‘I’m s

r

o

s
y
 s
u

!
 This shaft is too narrow for me. Even if I suck my tummy in, 
c
n
’
t
f

t.
’
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114‘Sorry, H-Dude,’ Harry said. ‘You’re going to have to do this a

o

e.
’
‘All good,’ Kenny said. ‘I’ve got it from here.’Harrys

i
e

-
c

i

bd
 back up to the top of the shaft and Kenny jumped inside to continue the dark descent solo. 
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115Whenhereachedthebottomofthe shaft, Kenny leapt into the Control Room.JustasCharleypredicted,thereweret

o p

w

r s

i

c
e

toofarapartfor one person to reach. Unless you could s
t
r
et
ch
 yourself like bubble gum. Maybe that’s an i

v
n
i

n
weshouldtalk to Grandma about!
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116Kenny was h

p
l

s
l

tryingtoreachboth switches when he remembered a s

e
i
l
f

a

u
e
ofGrandma’sbackpack...T
H
E E
X
T
E
N
D
A
B
L
E F
I
S
T
!
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Kenny pressed the yellow button on hisbackpackandB
O

!
theextendablefist came flying out. As it flicked one switch, he flicked the other switch at e
x
a

t
y
thesametime.f
c
k
l
!
i
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118On the hill, K-Roo, Charley and I were excited to see the l


t

onthelaser cannonsshutdown.‘
T
e

’
v
 d
n i

!
’
Isaid. 
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119With his part of the mission accomplished, Kenny climbed back up the shaft to where Harry was waiting for him at the top.‘
G

o
 
b
, b

 

y
,
’
saidHarry.
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E
i
g
ht
W
ith the alarms s

u

d

w

andthe laser cannons no longer a threat, K-Roo and I r
ac
e
d
towardsthefence.Even though we were on the same team, we couldn’t help c
m
e

i

 to see who could climb the fence first. 


[image: background image]
It was a d
a

h
a

!
Onceweweresafely on the other side, we moved s

e

l
h

l

towards the rubbish chute andcautiously began climbing up the chute. 
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123What Charley didn’t tell us was that  the rubbish chute would be F

L
 o
 f

o

 
s

r

p
!
 There were old bits of fruit, meat and vegetables mixed with leftover sauces andcookingoil!

o
s
!
w
s
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124Thefoodscrapsmadethechute SP

R
s

i

p

r

.
AndSP

R
s

i



!
  It smelled worse than a baboon’s armpit on a hot day!As I carefully climbed the chute, K-Roo p

s

e
 past me so he could be in front.This really annoyed me so I returned the favour, nudging past K-Roo to lead theway.


[image: background image]
We continued overtaking each other, which made the climb even more d

ng
e

o

s
.
We were tussling so much that we s

i

p

d . . .
 w
h
a
!
o



[image: background image]
126all the way back to the b
t

o

ofthe chute!‘K-Roo,’ I said, ‘we need to so

 competing or we’ll 
o
a

d

s

themission.’f
o
!
o
o
o
f
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127‘You’re right,’ K-Roo said. ‘After you, Ninja Kid.’ He gestured to the garbage chute.‘No, after you!’ I replied.‘OK, now we’re being t

o
p

l

t

,
’
 K-Roo said. ‘You go first.’This time we s
r
m

l

d
 to the top of the chute without a single slip or trip.
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128Wec

a
b
r
d
 out and scaled the Waste Room wall. Then we slowly moved u
s

d

d

w

 along the roof, knowing that if either of us fell and touched the floor, we’d set off the a

t

c
k
l
s

r
!
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129We reached the V
u
t R

o

and peered inside. The laser wall looked utterlyt
e
r
r
i
f
yin
g
.
The area in front of it appeared empty. It was hard to imagine it was full ofi

v

s

b

e
l
s

r
.
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130‘Time for some f
o

r p

w

r
,
’
Isaid.‘Nice one, Ninja Kid!’ K-Roo scattered the flour across the Vault Room.Suddenly, we could see every laser beam. There were W
A
A
Y
m

r

thanIexpected. And each one had the power to c

t u
 i
 h

l

!
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131‘We need to m

v
q

i



y
,
’
K-Roosaid.‘Once the flour particles drop to the floor, we won’t be able to see the lasers.’‘After you, K-Roo!’ I said.This time I wasn’t being p

l

t

,
I really wanted K-Roo to go first! K-Roo was happy to oblige, pulling off an i
c

e
i
l

 front flip, dodging eight lasers in one move.
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132Not to be o

t

o

e,
 I pulled off one of my b

s
-
e

e

b
ck
f

i

s
,
landinginthe middle of a bunch of lasers, without touching any of them.
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We did a D
O
U

L
 nn
j
a r

l

toevade anothersequenceoflasers.And a s
m
l

a

e

u

l
m

o
toavoida ring of lasers at head height.
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‘If we get through this alive,’ K-Roo said, ‘maybe we should try s

n
h

o
i

e
 s

i

m
ng
!
’
Before I could answer, I noticed what was happening all around us. ‘The flour is f
l

i

,
’
 I said. ‘We need to get to the other side before the lasers become iv

s

b

e
again.’C

p

t

a
!
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I followed with an E



d

u

l
 
s
m

r
a

l

,
 landing next to K-Roo on the other side of the lasers, face to face withthel

s

r w

l
 o
 d

o

!
‘Any thoughts on how we get over this thing?’ I asked.‘I’mt
o
b


 to fit through,’ K-Roo said. ‘I’m going to t
r

w
y
u
throughit.’
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136I gulped. ‘I had a feeling that was going to be the plan!’ ‘
P

e

a

e f

r l
u

c
,
’
K-Roosaid.‘OK. Just let me get myself re—’Before I could say another word, K-Roo picked me up in his giant paws and h

r
e

 me over the laser wall!


[image: background image]
137My foot was i
c

e
i
l

closetotouching the laser wall but I c

r
e

mytoes just in time and narrowly avoided being frazzledi
A
r
g
!
h
A
A
A
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138I landed safely on the other side, jumped to my feet and pulled the p

w
r
 lever. The laser wall now looked like a b
r
n
g
wall!I threw another handful of flour into the air. ‘We’re a
l
c

e

r
,
’
Isaid.‘Excellent work, Ninja Kid.’


[image: background image]
Now, the only thing standing between us and the s

a
e


m
 was a bank vault!‘How do we open it?’ I asked.‘Leave that to me,’ K-Roo replied.He put his large ear up to the vault thenpunchedrn
o

n

m

e

s
intothekeypad.
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‘What are you doing?’ I asked.‘Even the most s

p

i

t

c
t

d
vaults make a small c

i


ng
soundwhenyou get a number correct,’ K-Roo explained. ‘It’s inaudible to the human ear but my 

m
o e
r

 can hear it clearly.’ 


[image: background image]
Within moments, K-Roo had cracked o

e

e
 the vault! We raced inside.‘MyUltimateBackpack!’
  Iexclaimedexcitedly.‘But n s

a

e 

m
,
’
K-Roosaid.‘Allof that dirty chute climbing and laser dodging was for n

t
i

!
’



[image: background image]
142‘Not for n

t
i

,
’
 I said. ‘I got my UltimateBackpackback.’K-Roo sighed. ‘Grab your bag and let’s getoutofhere.’ The second I grabbed my backpack, a s

r
ai


a

a

m
soundedthroughout thebuilding.‘That’s not good,’ I said.‘No, it’s not!’ K-Roo replied. ‘
L
t
’
s

!
’
 We raced out of the Vault Room, down the corridor and into the Waste Room. Then we jumped down the stinky food chute and slid out of the building.‘
Ms

i

n
a

c

m

l
s

e

!
’
saidK-Roo,as we landed at the bottom of the chute.‘I’m not so sure about that,’ I replied.‘
L

o
k!
’
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n
i
ne
U
p above us on the roof, there was a b
t

l

 in full swing. Kenny, Harry and CharleywerefightingC
r
o
c
-m
a
n
,
 thegiant porcupineandMega-spider. 
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146It wasn't going well! Croc-man was s

a

p
ng
 Charley with his giant tail.ThegiantporcupineflattenedHarry with a p

i
f

l
b

c
k
-
w

a



r.
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147And Mega-spider was w

a

p
ng
Kennyin a huge web.‘
Q

i

!
’
 K-Roo said to me. ‘Jump on my back.’
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I t

u

t

d
 K-Roo now and did so without question. K-Roo b
o
u
n
c
e
d
on the spot several times then leapt high. R

a

l
h
i

h
.
 It was like he had s
p
r
i
n
g
s
 for legs! We bounced so high that we landed on the roof.j
m
u
p
!
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Kenny, Harry and Charley looked incrediblyr

l
e

e

 to see us.‘You got your backpack!’ Kenny said from inside the web. ‘Yep,’ I replied. ‘But we couldn’t find thegem.’‘
W
n

e
 w

y
!
’
Croc-manexclaimed.He was wearing the space gem around his neck. He was also holding a m
s
i

e
c

n
o

!
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‘Nicen

c
k
l

c

,
 Croc-man, but I don’t think it suits you,’ said K-Roo. ‘You’d better hand it over.’‘Of course,’ Croc-man said with a smirk. ‘
C

m
 a

d 

t i

!
’
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151As I freed Kenny from the spider web, K-Roob

u
d
d
towardsCroc-man.Croc-man aimed the c

n
o
athim.
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152‘
W

t

h
o

t!
’
Charleyshouted.But it was too late. Croc-man fired the cannon straight at K-Roo.z
a
p
!
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A s

r

ng
e s

i

l
ng l

s

r
 ba
 shot out of the cannon and hit K-Roo right in the chest. His eyes started s
p
in
n
in
g
.
‘Are you OK, K-Roo?’ Harry asked.K-Roo ignored Harry and bowed his head to Croc-man. ‘


u a

e m
 m

s

e

.
’
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154‘K-Roo!’ Charley said. ‘Please tell us you’re


ng
.
’
K-RoocontinuedstaringatCroc-manwho gave an ev
i
l
smile.‘You will obey my every command,’ Croc-man said. ‘And your first mission is tod
s

r
y
t

e
e 
l

s

r
!
’
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155He pointed at us.‘Yes, Master,’ K-Roo replied.K-Roo charged towards me and used his two giant feet to kick me across the roof!w
h
a
!
c
k
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156Mega-spider wrapped Harry in a giant web. She was about to b

t
thegiant hippo when Kenny did a s

i

nng 

c
k
 that knocked her to the ground.‘Thanks, H-Dude!’ Harry said. ‘I o
e
 youone!’s
n
p
!
i
!
c
k
k
i
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157As Kenny jumped to his feet, Croc-man lined him up with the hypno-cannon.‘
W
t

h
o

t,
H
-
D

d

!
’
HarrytackledKenny so the hypnotic swirls narrowly missedhim.T
a



!
T
a

w

s
a
q

i

p

y

a

!
z
a
p
!
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158Next, Croc-man aimed the hy
p
no
-
c

n
o
 at Charley. I leapt at Croc-man andb

m

e
 him hard enough to send the hypnoswirlsdisappearingintothinair.b
u
p
!
m
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‘This kid’s getting on my nerves!’ Croc-man yelled at his evil friends. ‘
F
n
s
 h

m
!
’
The giant porcupine fired his spikes towards me. I managed to b
ck
f

i

out of the way just in time.f
n
g
l
!
i
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160‘K-Roo,’ Croc-man bellowed. ‘Throw NinjaKido

f t

e r

o

!
’
 ‘Yes, Master!’ K-Roo replied in a trance. ‘Ofcourse,Master!’K-Roo

a

bd
 me, then h

r
e

me with such force that I went flying over the heads of Kenny, Harry and Croc-man.


[image: background image]
As I sailed through the air, I spotted somethinginterestingaboutthehypno-cannon.I
t h
a
d a r
e
v
e
r
s
e b
u
t
t
on
!
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I p

u

m
t
d
 off the roof but managed to hit the red button on my backpack, s

o

t
ng
 out the grappling hook. I climbed back up to the roof. Unfortunately, Croc-man was waiting for me.‘Your luck has run out, Ninja Kid,’ he said with a big croc smile. He pointed the hypno-cannon at me a

d
F
I
R

D
.
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163Even though I managed to ninja roll out of the way, avoiding the hy
p
no
s
wi
r
l
s
,
 I pretended I’d been hit. I moved my eyes rapidly and stared at Croc-man. ‘You are my master.’‘
N

o

o

o
! N

t y

u
, t

o
, N
n
j
a K

d
!
’
 Kennyexclaimed.
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164Croc-manl
u
g
h

d
loudly,convincedI was under his spell. ‘Ninja Kid, help your kangaroo mate d
s

r
y
thesevermin!’He pointed to Harry, Charley and Kenny. ‘Yes, Master,’ I replied.I launched at Kenny, knocking him down.
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‘Kenny,’ I whispered. ‘I’m not really hypnotised, I’m just p
e
e

d

n
g
.
’
‘Oh!

,


e

t!
’
Kennywhisperedback. ‘Ummm . . . but why?’ ‘You’ll see,’ I replied quietly. ‘Keep a

t
ng
 like we’re fighting, then t

r
w
 metowardsCroc-man.’‘Are you sure?’ Kenny asked.‘
T
u

t
m

,
’
 I said. ‘I have a plan.’‘That’s what I like about you, Ninja Kid,’ smiled Kenny. ‘You a
w

y

 have a plan!’
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Kenny and I p
e
e

d

d
wewereengaged in an epic struggle. His acting was a bit over the top, but it seemed to work.‘Time to e

t d

s

,
NinjaKid!’Kennysaid theatrically. He threw me at Croc-man.Croc-man was s

a

t
e

 for a moment, and I was able to snatch the hypno-cannonoffhim.y
o
i
n
k
!



[image: background image]
‘

!
’
Croc-manscreamed.‘No-onetouchesmycannon!’ ‘There’saf

r

t
t
m
foreverything,Croccy!’ I replied.Enraged, he l
ng
e

 towards me and I unleashed a super spin-kick, knocking the wind out of the reptilian beast. s
m
a
!
c
k
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168Kenny, Harry and Charley were getting b
d

y
b

a
e

 by K-Roo, Porcupine and Mega-spider. I needed to act quickly. I hit ther

v

r
e
buttononthehypno-cannonand fired it at K-Roo.D
I
R
EC
T
H
I
T
!
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169‘
W

o
!
’
 K-Roo sounded dazed. ‘What justhappened?’ ‘You switched to the d
a
rk
s
i
d
e
for a bit,’ I said. ‘But you’re a 

o
y
againnow!’ 


[image: background image]
Croc-man had a f

r
 in his eyes as he launched at me again. He was about to c
u

h
m
 to a pulp when K-Roo landed in between us. B

N
!
The three of us collided with such force that the hypno-cannon slipped out of my hands.s
m
a
!
s
h
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171The collision also broke Croc-man’s necklace, sending the gems

a

i


 
i

t

 
t

e
 
s
k
y
.
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All of us l

a

t
 to try and grab the mind-controlling jewel. In a mess of arms and legs, Charley emerged with the prize.
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173Croc-man, the giant porcupine and Mega-spider tried to chase Charley but they were s

r
ands
o

afterfighting and she easily evaded them.‘You’ll pay for this,’ Croc-man said, nursing his injured ribs.‘Yeah,’Mega-spidersaid,rubbinghersore leg. ‘You made a m
s
a
k
e
messing withus.’‘
B


t
m
!
’
Porcupinesaid,straighteninghisspikes.‘I bet you’re r


e
t

n
g
thatgemtheft right about now,’ K-Roo said.‘You have no idea how b
d

i
s
think,’Croc-mansaid.‘We’ll be b
ck
 better and m
e
a
ne
r
 than ever,’ said Mega-spider.
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174‘
S
 l
n
g
, s

c
k
e

s
!
’
thegiant porcupinesaid.The evil trio hurried into their chopper andflewaway.
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As we watched them fly away, K-Roo turned to me. ‘I’m sorry I was s

s
i

i

u
 of you, Ninja Kid.’ He patted me on the back.‘I dd

’
t t

u

t y

u
either,’Ireplied. ‘Sorryrightback.’‘We make an excellent team,’ Charley said.N
INJ
A
B

D



S
!
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176‘Do you want us to return the s
p
a
c
e
ge
m
 to the museum?’ K-Roo asked. ‘We’ll take it,’ I said. ‘We need to get back to the museum anyway.’‘Before our s

h

o
 b

s
leaves,’Kennysaid. ‘Your school bus?’ Charley asked, a littlesurprised.‘
L
ng s

o

y
!
’
Ireplied.
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177‘How about we give you a p

g
y
a


 to the museum?’ K-Roo asked.‘Brilliantidea,’Ireplied.‘Is a piggyback from a hippo a h
p

o

a


?
’
askedKenny.‘There’s one way to find out. H

p
o
!
’
 repliedHarry.
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t
e
N
T
hanks to a little h

l
 from our new friends, we arrived at the museum in r

c

r

t
m
.
 We were relieved to see our school bus still parked out the front.
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It was time to say goodbye to our new friends.‘So a
e

o

e
 to meet you three,’ I said.‘You’re an excellent duo,’ K-Roo replied. ‘I hope we cross paths again.’‘Wait!’ Kenny said to Harry. ‘Now can we do a v

co

y
d

n

e
?
!
’
‘Of course!’ Harry said. He jumped onto the ground and did a w

cke

b
ck
s

i

.
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181The rest of us joined Harry in busting out celebratory r

t

r
 t

e 

m
dance moves!


[image: background image]
182As K-Roo, Harry and Charley b

u
d
d
 off into the distance, Kenny and I hurried inside the museum. We returned the space gem to a v
r
r

l

e

e

securityguard.Then we rushed to the bathroom, got changed and b

l
e

outsidetowhereMr Fletcher and our class were lining up for thebus.
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183‘
H
y
,
’
Sarahexclaimed.‘Wherehaveyou two been all this time?’‘Yeah!’ Tiffany said. ‘You left to get a glass of water ag
e
 ag
o
!
’
‘Ah . . .’ Kenny stuttered. ‘We’ve been hanging out with some c

o

a
i

as
.
’
‘In the mammal and marsupial exhibit!’ Iquicklycovered.
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184‘I still can’t believe the space gem was so

e

,
’
Sarahsaid.‘Apparently, it’s just been handed back,’Ireplied.‘
N

w

y!
’
Tiffanyexclaimed.‘Who found it?’ Sarah asked.‘Ninja Kid and H-Dude,’ said Kenny.‘Of course they did,’ Sarah said.‘Is there anything those a

e

o

e 
b

y
 can’t do?’ Tiffany added.
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After school, Kenny and I told Mum and Grandma about the Croc Gang and ourn
w b

d

i

s
,
 K-Roo, Harry and Charley.We also told them about the hy
p
no
-
c

n
o
 and its reverse button.‘Grandma,’ I asked. ‘Do you think you could invent a device that would r

v

r
e
 Dad’sbrainwashing?’Grandma thought for a moment then grabbed her notepad. ‘Tell me everything youcanaboutthe  h

p
o

i

i


c

n
o
,
’
 she said. ‘And I’ll see what I can do.’
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186My face lit up. ‘

u
’
r
t

e
b
s

,
 Grandma!’‘This calls for another 

o

p d

n
e
!
’
 Kennyexclaimed.‘Good call, Kenny!’ said Mum. The four of us danced around the junkyard like we were at the world’s b


g
e

t p
r
y
.
 



[image: background image]



[image: background image]
C
MNG 
N
!
i
n
j
d
k
i
a
15
R
E
AD THEM ALL
!
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