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         Billie 
         B 
         Brown 
         has 
         six  

         dolls,
         one 
         teddy 
         bear 
         and  

         a 
         big 
         pile 
         of 
         Lego.
         Do  

         you 
         know 
         what 
         the 
         B 
         in  

         Billie 
         B 
         Brown 
         is 
         for?
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         Today Billie is playing  

         weddings.
         Stinky 
         is 
         the  

         bride 
         and 
         Mr 
         Fred 
         is 
         the  

         groom.
         They 
         stand 
         near  

         an arch of Lego. All the  

         other 
         dolls 
         watch.
         Billie  

         has 
         seen 
         lots 
         of 
         weddings  

         on TV. She knows exactly  

         how 
         they 
         go.  
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         ‘
         Do 
         you 
         take 
         Stinky 
         Doll  

         as 
         your 
         wife,
         Mr 
         Fred?’ 

         Billie 
         says.  

         ‘I do,’ says Mr Fred.  

         ‘
         Do 
         you 
         take 
         Mr 
         Fred 
         as  

         your 
         husband,
         Stinky?’ 

         Billie 
         says.  

         ‘I do,’ says Stinky Doll.  

         ‘
         Then 
         I 
         pronounce 
         you  

         bear and wife,’ says Billie.  
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         She 
         walks 
         her 
         toys  

         through 
         the 
         Lego 
         arch.  

         Just 
         then,
         Jack 
         appears  

         in the doorway. Jack is  

         Billie’s best friend. He  

         lives 
         next 
         door.  
 
         ‘Hey Jack,’ says Billie. ‘I’m  

         playing 
         weddings! 
         ’ 

         Jack 
         comes 
         into 
         Billie’s  

         room 
         to 
         watch. 
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         ‘
         My 
         cousin,
         Elsa,
         is  

         getting 
         married 
         next  

         weekend,’ he says. ‘Do  

         you 
         want 
         to 
         come?
         Mum  

         said 
         I 
         can 
         bring 
         a 
         friend.’  

         ‘Yes, please!’ Billie says.  
 
         ‘
         How 
         exciting!
         What  

         should I wear?’ She runs  

         over 
         to 
         her 
         dress-
         up  

         box 
         and 
         pulls 
         out 
         a 
         long  

         sparkly 
         dress. 
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         ‘
         How 
         about 
         this?’
         she  

         says. ‘It’s important to  

         look 
         wonderful
         for 
         a  

         wedding.’  
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         Jack 
         pulls 
         out 
         a  

         feather  

         boa 
         and  

         wraps 
         it  

         around 
         his  

         neck.
         He 
         giggles.
         ‘
         Do 
         I 

         look 
         wonderful?’
         he 
         asks.  

         ‘You can’t wear that,’ 

         Billie says. She pulls the  

         boa from Jack’s neck.‘You  

         should 
         wear 
         this 
         jacket.’  
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         Jack 
         frowns.
         ‘
         I 
         don’t  

         want 
         to 
         wear 
         that  

         boring
         old jacket,’ he  

         says.
         ‘
         I 
         want 
         to 
         choose  

         my 
         own 
         outfit.’  

         ‘
         Jack,
         I 
         know
         what  

         weddings are like,’ says  

         Billie.
         ‘
         I’ve 
         seen 
         them 
         on  

         TV. You have to wear a  

         jacket.’  
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         ‘Well, I don’t want to play  

         then,’ says Jack. He sticks  

         out 
         his 
         bottom 
         lip 
         and  

         runs 
         out 
         of 
         the 
         room.  
 
         Billie 
         feels 
         a 
         bit 
         bad.
         She  

         knows 
         she 
         was 
         being 
         a  

         teensy 
         bit 
         bossy
         .
         But  

         she 
         also 
         knows 
         that  

         wedding 
         outfits 
         are 
         very 

         important.  
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         Next 
         weekend 
         is 
         the  

         wedding.

         

         
         
         Billie 
         has  

         been 
         getting 
         ready 
         all  

         morning.

         

         
         
         She 
         has 
         tried  

         on 
         thirteen 
         outfits.
         Her  

         room 
         is 
         very 
         messy.
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         Jack 
         comes 
         to 
         the 
         back  

         door.
         He 
         and 
         Billie 
         are  

         friends 
         again.
         They 
         have  

         forgotten 
         all 
         about 
         their  

         argument.
         ‘
         Are 
         you 
         ready, 

         Billie?’
         Jack 
         calls 
         out.  
 
         ‘
         Nearly,’ Billie says. She  

         puts 
         one 
         more 
         sparkly  

         clip in her hair. Now she  

         is 
         ready.  
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         Billie 
         clip-
         clops 
         through  

         the 
         house 
         in 
         her 
         sparkly  

         shoes.
         She 
         looks 
         in 
         a  

         mirror 
         and 
         smiles
         at 
         her  

         reflection.
         She 
         thinks 
         she  

         looks 
         just 
         like 
         a 
         princess.  
 
         

      

   
      
         [image: ‘]
         
         
         ‘You look wonderful!’ 

         says 
         Jack.  

         ‘Thanks,’ says Billie. She  

         spins 
         around 
         to 
         show 
         off  

         her 
         outfit.  
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         Then 
         she 
         looks 
         at 
         Jack.  
 
         ‘Oh. Are you wearing  

         that?
         ’
         she 
         asks.  

         Jack frowns.‘These are  

         my 
         favourite 
         shorts, 

         Billie,’ he says.  
 
         Billie 
         just 
         nods.
         She  

         doesn’t 
         want 
         to 
         fight 
         with  

         Jack 
         again.
         Especially 
         not  

         just 
         before 
         the 
         wedding.  
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         Jack’s 
         mum 
         and 
         dad  

         are 
         waiting 
         in 
         the 
         car.  
 
         They 
         are 
         wearing 
         nice  

         clothes.
         But 
         not 
         exactly  

         wonderful
         clothes.  
 
         Billie 
         spreads 
         out 
         her  

         fancy
         dress 
         so 
         it  

         doesn’t 
         get 
         creased. 

         Her 
         tummy 
         is 
         bubbling 

         like 
         lemonade.
         She 
         is 
         so  

         excited.  
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         This 
         is 
         the 
         first 
         wedding  

         she’s 
         ever 
         been 
         to.
         She  

         is 
         hoping 
         it 
         will 
         be 
         just  

         like 
         the 
         weddings 
         she 
         has  

         seen 
         on 
         TV.  

         ‘
         Are 
         they 
         getting 
         married  

         in 
         a 
         big 
         church?’
         Billie  

         asks 
         Jack’s 
         parents.  
 
         ‘
         Will 
         there 
         be 
         flower  

         girls 
         and 
         bridesmaids?’ 

         she 
         asks.  
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         ‘
         Will 
         there 
         be 
         special  

         music 
         when 
         Elsa 
         walks  

         down 
         the 
         aisle?’  
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         Jack’s 
         mum 
         smiles.
         ‘
         Elsa  

         and 
         Darren 
         are 
         not  

         very 
         traditional,
         Billie,’ 

         she 
         says.
         ‘
         They 
         will 
         be  

         doing 
         their 
         wedding 
         a  

         little 
         differently.
         In 
         their  

         own 
         style.’  

         Billie 
         frowns.
         She 
         is 
         not  

         sure 
         she 
         likes 
         the 
         sound  

         of 
         this.
         ‘
         What 
         do 
         you  

         mean?’
         she 
         says.  
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         ‘You’ll see,’ says Jack’s  

         mum.  
 
         ‘Here we are,’ says Jack’s  

         dad.
         He 
         parks 
         the 
         car.  
 
         Billie 
         looks 
         out 
         the  

         window.
         ‘
         Why 
         are 
         we 
         at  

         the 
         beach
         ?’
         she 
         asks.  

         ‘
         This 
         is 
         where 
         Elsa  

         and 
         Darren 
         are 
         getting  

         married,’
         says 
         Jack’s 
         dad.  
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         Billie 
         scrunches 
         up  

         her 
         face.
         She 
         feels 
         a 
         bit  

         worried.
         Her 
         happy, 

         bubbly 
         feeling 
         is 
         starting  

         to 
         go 
         flat.
         A 
         wedding 
         at  

         the 
         beach?
         That 
         doesn’t  

         sound 
         right 
         at 
         all!  
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         Jack’s 
         dad 
         opens 
         the  

         door 
         for 
         Billie.
         ‘
         You 
         can  

         leave 
         your 
         shoes 
         in 
         the  

         car,’ he says.

         

         
         
         Billie 
         is 
         horrified.
         ‘
         But 
         I  

         wore 
         these 
         especially 
         for  

         the wedding,’ she says.

         
         

      

   
      
         [image: 23]
         
         

         Jack’s 
         dad  

         shrugs.  
 
         ‘
         You 
         can  

         keep 
         them  

         on 
         if 
         you 
         like,’ 

         he 
         says.
         ‘
         But 
         I 
         think 
         you  

         will 
         be 
         more 
         comfortable  

         without 
         them.’  

         Billie 
         leaves 
         her 
         shoes 
         on.  
 
         It 
         is 
         hard 
         for 
         her 
         to 
         walk  

         on 
         the 
         sand.  
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         But 
         she 
         doesn’t 
         take  

         her 
         shoes 
         off.
         They 
         are  

         an 
         important 
         part 
         of  

         her 
         outfit! 

         A 
         big 
         dog 
         bounces
         up  

         to 
         them.
         She 
         is 
         slobbery  

         and 
         covered 
         in 
         sand.
         Jack  

         crouches 
         down 
         to 
         give  

         the 
         dog 
         a 
         hug.
         ‘
         Hello  

         Coco,’ he says.  
 
         Coco licks Jack’s cheeks.  
 
         

      

   
      
         [image: She ]
         
         
         She 
         tries 
         to 
         lick 
         Billie, 

         too.
         But 
         Billie 
         jumps 

         backwards 
         just 
         in 
         time.  
 
         She 
         doesn’t 
         want 
         to 
         get  

         dog 
         slobber 
         on 
         her 
         dress.  
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         ‘
         Well,
         look 
         who’s 
         here,’ 

         says 
         Jack’s 
         dad.
         He 
         pats  

         Coco’s 
         sandy 
         back.
         ‘
         It’s  

         the 
         bridesmaid!’ 

         Billie’s 
         mouth 
         drops  

         open.
         ‘
         What?’
         she 
         says.  
 
         ‘
         The 
         bridesmaid 
         is 
         a 
         dog? 
         ’ 

         Jack’s 
         dad 
         laughs.
         ‘
         Yep,’ 

         he 
         says.
         Then 
         he 
         points  

         behind 
         Billie. 
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         ‘
         And 
         here 
         come 
         the  

         bride 
         and 
         groom.’  

         Billie 
         turns 
         around 
         –
         and  

         gasps.
         She 
         can’t 
         believe  

         her 
         eyes.
         Elsa 
         and 
         Darren  

         are 
         walking 
         towards  

         them.
         They 
         are 
         barefoot  

         and 
         holding 
         hands. 

         Elsa 
         is 
         wearing 
         a 
         short  

         green 
         dress.
         Darren 
         is  

         wearing 
         jeans! 
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         ‘
         Are 
         you 
         sure 
         we 
         got 
         the  

         right 
         day?’
         she 
         whispers  

         to 
         Jack.  
 
         Jack 
         laughs.
         ‘
         Yes,
         Billie,’ 

         he 
         says.  
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         Coco 
         runs 
         up 
         to 
         Elsa 
         and  

         Darren.
         They 
         hug
         her.  
 
         Then 
         they 
         walk 
         over 
         to  

         a 
         small 
         crowd 
         of 
         people  

         standing 
         on 
         the 
         beach.  
 
         Billie 
         frowns.
         This 
         is  

         not 
         at 
         all 
         what 
         she 
         was  

         expecting.
         This 
         is 
         not 
         at  

         all
         like 
         weddings 
         on 
         TV!  
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         Billie 
         follows 
         Jack 
         and 
         his  

         family.

         

         
         
         Her 
         fancy 
         shoes  

         fill 
         up 
         with 
         sand.
         They  

         slow 
         her 
         down 
         a 
         lot.
         She  

         feels 
         hot 
         and 
         itchy
         in  

         her 
         dress.
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         Why 
         isn’t 
         Elsa 
         wearing 
         a  

         white 
         dress?
         she 
         wonders.  
 
         Where 
         are 
         the 
         flowers 
         and  

         the 
         fancy 
         decorations?  

         Billie 
         looks 
         at 
         the 
         people  

         on 
         the 
         beach.
         Only 
         some  

         of 
         them 
         have 
         dressed 
         up. 
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         And 
         none
         of 
         them 
         have  

         shoes 
         on.  
 
         A 
         woman 
         with 
         pink  

         hair 
         stands 
         in 
         front 
         of  

         Elsa 
         and 
         Darren.
         She 
         has  

         tattoos 
         on 
         her 
         arms 
         and  

         rings 
         in 
         her 
         nose.
         She  

         asks 
         everyone 
         to 
         be 
         quiet.  

         ‘
         What 
         a 
         joy 
         it 
         is 
         to 
         marry  

         these 
         two 
         beautiful  

         people,’
         she 
         says 
         loudly.  
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         ‘
         And 
         on 
         such 
         a 
         glorious  

         day.’  
 
         ‘
         She’s
         the 
         priest?’
         Billie  

         whispers 
         to 
         Jack.  
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         Jack’s 
         mum 
         hears.
         ‘
         She’s  

         called 
         a 
         celebrant
         ,
         Billie.  
 
         And 
         yes,
         she 
         will 
         be  

         conducting 
         the 
         wedding.’  

         Billie 
         has 
         never 
         seen  

         a 
         celebrant 
         before.  
 
         Especially 
         not 
         one 
         with  

         pink 
         hair
         and 
         nose  

         rings!
         This 
         day 
         is 
         getting  

         stranger 
         and 
         stranger.  
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         The 
         celebrant 
         says 
         some  

         more 
         things 
         about 
         Elsa  

         and 
         Darren.
         She 
         talks  

         about 
         how 
         much 
         they  

         love
         each 
         other.
         She  

         tells 
         everyone 
         how  

         happy 
         Elsa 
         and 
         Darren  

         are 
         that 
         they 
         can 
         share  

         their 
         special 
         day 
         with  

         everyone 
         they 
         love. 
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         Then 
         she 
         calls 
         up 
         Coco  

         the 
         dog 
         and 
         unties 
         two  

         gold 
         rings 
         from 
         her 
         collar.  

         Darren 
         puts  

         a 
         ring 
         on  

         Elsa’s 
         finger.  
 
         He 
         tells 
         Elsa  

         he 
         loves 
         her.  
 
         Then 
         Elsa 
         gives 
         Darren  

         his 
         ring. 
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         Darren 
         puts 
         it 
         in 
         his  

         nostril!
         Billie 
         is 
         shocked, 

         but 
         everyone 
         laughs.
         Elsa  

         and 
         Darren 
         hug 
         each  

         other 
         for 
         a 
         long 
         time.
         This  

         wedding 
         is 
         nothing 
         like  

         Billie 
         thought 
         it 
         would  

         be.
         But 
         Darren 
         and 
         Elsa  

         look 
         so 
         happy
         that 
         she  

         can’t 
         help 
         smiling.  
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         Someone 
         puts 
         some  

         music 
         on.
         Soon 
         everyone  

         is 
         dancing.  
 
         ‘
         Let’s 
         dance!’
         says 
         Jack.  
 
         He 
         holds 
         out 
         his 
         hand.  

         Billie 
         shakes 
         her 
         head, 

         shyly.  
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         ‘
         If 
         you 
         dance 
         with 
         me  

         now, I’ll play weddings  

         with 
         you 
         when 
         we 
         get  

         home,’ Jack says. ‘And I’ll  

         even 
         wear 
         that 
         boring  

         jacket.’  

         ‘Really?’ says Billie.  
 
         Jack 
         grins.
         ‘
         Really,’
         he  

         says.
         He 
         picks 
         up 
         a 
         long  

         strip 
         of 
         seaweed 
         and  

         wraps 
         it 
         around 
         his 
         neck.  
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         ‘
         But 
         only 
         if 
         I 
         can 
         wear  

         this 
         seaweed 
         boa,
         too.’  
 
         Billie 
         giggles.
         ‘
         Well,
         it  

         does
         look 
         good 
         on 
         you,’ 

         she 
         says.  
 
         Jack 
         does 
         a 
         silly 
         dance, 

         and 
         it 
         makes 
         Billie 
         laugh.  
 
         The 
         happy 
         lemonade  

         feeling 
         bubbles 
         up 
         inside  

         her 
         again.  
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         She 
         plops 
         some 
         seaweed  

         on 
         her 
         head.
         ‘
         I
         will 
         wear  

         this 
         hat!’
         she 
         declares.  

         They 
         both 
         burst 
         out  

         laughing
         . Then Billie  

         kicks 
         off 
         her 
         shoes 
         and  

         takes 
         Jack’s 
         hand. 
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         She 
         and 
         Jack 
         run 
         to  

         the 
         edge 
         of 
         the 
         water.  
 
         Everyone 
         is 
         dancing 
         and  

         splashing 
         about.
         Billie’s  

         dress 
         gets 
         wet.
         But 
         she  

         doesn’t 
         mind.
         It’s 
         only  

         a 
         dress.
         It 
         doesn’t 
         really  

         matter.
         What 
         really  

         matters 
         is 
         that 
         everyone  

         is 
         having 
         fun
         .
         Even  

         Coco 
         the 
         dog!  
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         Billie 
         understands 
         now  

         what 
         makes 
         a 
         wedding  

         wonderful.
         It’s 
         not 
         about  

         clothes 
         or 
         flowers.
         It’s  

         not 
         even 
         about 
         rings.
         It’s  

         about 
         two 
         people 
         who  

         love 
         each 
         other.
         And  

         although 
         this 
         wedding  

         is 
         nothing 
         like 
         the 
         ones  

         on TV, Billie thinks it is  

         exactly 
         how 
         a 
         wonderful  

         wedding 
         should 
         be.  
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