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This is Jack. Today Jack is bored. So he and his mum watch a program on the iPad.

 It’s a kids’ cooking show. Three kids bake cakes. The judge tastes the cakes. ‘Delicious!’ he says. ‘Outstanding! Spectacular!’

 ‘Mum!’ Jack says. ‘I should make a cooking show with Billie.’

 Billie is Jack’s best friend. She lives next door.

 ‘Great idea,’ says Jack’s mum. ‘You can film it on the iPad. What are you going to cook?’

 ‘I don’t know,’ says Jack. ‘But it will be delicious!’  ‘And outstanding?’ Jack’s mum jokes.

 ‘Probably spectacular, too,’ Jack giggles.
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 Jack runs to Billie’s house. Billie’s dad is feeding Noah. Noah is Billie’s baby brother.

 ‘Hey Jack!’ Billie’s dad says.

 ‘Yak! Yak!’ says Noah. He waves his hands. Food flies everywhere.

 ‘Hey Noah!’ says Jack. Jack loves Billie’s baby brother. But he doesn’t like the mess Noah makes!
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 Billie walks into the kitchen. ‘Hey Jack!’ she says. ‘What’s up?’

 ‘Do you want to make a cooking show?’ Jack says.

 ‘Sure!’ Billie says. ‘Can we do it in here, Dad?’

 ‘The kitchen is all yours,’ says Billie’s dad.  He lifts Noah out of his highchair. ‘Just call me if you need the oven, OK?’

 ‘Yak! Yak!’ Noah says. He stretches his arms towards Jack for a cuddle.

 Noah is covered in food. ‘Er, maybe later?’ Jack says.  He scrunches up his face.

 Billie’s dad smiles. ‘Maybe after your bath, Noah,’ he says. ‘Have fun, kids! Just make sure you clean up any mess.’

 ‘Oh, we won’t be messy,’ Jack says.

 Billie laughs. ‘How can you cook without making a mess?’ she asks Jack.
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 Jack starts to feel worried.

 He really doesn’t like mess.
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‘So!’ Billie says. ‘What shall we make?’

‘I don’t know,’ says Jack. ‘Maybe a cake?  That’s what they were cooking on the show I watched.’

 ‘Cool!’ says Billie. ‘Cakes are fun. I make cakes all the time.’ She pulls out some things from the pantry.

 ‘Don’t we need a recipe?’ Jack says.

 ‘Nah,’ says Billie. ‘No-one uses recipes on cooking shows!’

 Billie puts a packet of flour on the bench. It tips over and spills everywhere.
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 ‘Careful!’ says Jack. He sets up the iPad far from the mess. He turns on the camera.

 ‘Don’t worry,’ Billie says. ‘We can clean it up afterwards.’

 ‘Are you sure?’ says Jack. He really doesn’t like mess.

 He can’t remember the kids on the cooking show making a mess.

 Jack watches Billie put more things on the bench. She accidentally knocks over a jar. Choc chips spill out. Billie grabs a handful. She pops them in her mouth.  Jack takes some too. They are very yummy.
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 ‘Can you pass me a bowl?’ Billie says. She puts on a funny voice and looks into the camera. ‘Welcome to our cooking show! Tonight, Chef Jack and I are making a delicious cake.’

 Jack giggles. He puts on a funny voice, too.  ‘Not just delicious,’ he says to the camera. ‘Also, outstanding! And spectacular!’

 This is fun!
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 ‘First, we need two cups of flour,’ says Billie. Billie tips flour into the bowl. Lots of it goes over the bench and onto the floor. ‘And some butter.’ She scoops in some butter. ‘What’s next, Chef Jack?’ Billie says in her posh voice.

 Jack sees a jar of honey on the bench. ‘Honey?’ he says. Jack loves honey.

 ‘Of course!’ says Billie. ‘Two spoons of honey, please.’

 Jack scoops out two huge spoons of honey. He drips it into the bowl.
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 Honey drips over the bench, too. Jack licks the spoon. He gets honey on his hands. The flour sticks to the honey. Jack wipes his hands on his pants.

 ‘Choc chips next!’ says Billie. She throws in a handful. ‘And some milk.’ She pours in some milk and stirs. Very fast. Big globs of cake mix go everywhere.

 Billie makes funny faces at the camera.

 She and Jack laugh loudly.

 ‘You’ve got goop on your nose!’ Billie says.

 ‘Have I?’ says Jack. He looks into the camera and wipes his nose with his sticky fingers.

 ‘Toss me an egg, Chef Jack!’ Billie says in her posh voice. She is very funny.
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 Jack wants to be funny, too. He opens the fridge and pulls out an egg.

 ‘Here,’ Jack says. ‘Catch!’ He tosses an egg to Billie. She catches it. She cracks it into the bowl.

 ‘Another one,’ Billie says. ‘This time throw it higher! Like a juggler!’

 Jack giggles. He looks at the camera to check it’s filming him. Then he tosses the egg up into the air. Up, up, up it spins.
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 Billie’s dad walks into the kitchen. ‘Billie! Jack!’ he says. ‘What is going on here?’

Billie and Jack turn to look at him.

Down, down, down falls the egg. And – smash!

 Gooey egg splatters everywhere on the floor.

Jack looks around. There is mess all over the place. Suddenly, he feels sick.

There is only one thing Jack hates more than mess.

 And that’s … getting into trouble.
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‘Oops!’ says Billie. She looks worried. ‘Sorry, Dad!’

Jack’s bottom lip wobbles.  He wants to say sorry, but he’s too upset to speak. Look at all this mess! How will they ever get it clean? Jack tries hard not to cry.

 Billie’s dad sees that Jack is upset. ‘Hey, Jack! Don’t worry,’ he says.  His face turns from grumpy to kind. ‘I can see you both just got a bit silly making your cooking show. It will all clean up.’

 ‘Really?’ says Jack. He looks around the kitchen. Even his clothes are dirty.
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 ‘Of course!’ Billie’s dad says. ‘Nothing that a bit of soap and water can’t fix. Isn’t that right, Noah?’

 Jack looks at Noah. Noah was so dirty before. Now he is wearing clean clothes. His cheeks are clean and pink. Jack holds out his arms for a cuddle. But this time it’s Noah’s turn to look disgusted.
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 Billie’s dad laughs. ‘All right, kids,’ he says. ‘You can clean up this mess. I’ll put your cake in the oven.’ 

 ‘Thanks Dad!’ Billie says. ‘You’re the best.’

 Billie and Jack set to work. They wipe and mop and put everything away. They take turns having a shower.

 Jack uses lots of soap. Billie fetches him some clean clothes. Soon, the kitchen smells like cake. And Jack smells like roses!
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 ‘What’s that yummy smell?’ Billie’s mum says. She has just got home from work. ‘And look how tidy this kitchen is!’

 Billie’s dad smiles. ‘These two have been doing a cooking show,’ he says. ‘Look at this cake!’

 He takes it out of the oven. ‘Jack, I’ll invite your parents over so we can try the cake together.’

 Soon, everyone is gathered in Billie’s lounge room. They watch Billie and Jack’s cooking show.

 Everyone laughs. Billie’s dad brings the cake in.

‘That looks outstanding!’ Jack’s mum says.

‘Spectacular, too,’ says Billie’s dad. He winks at Billie and Jack.

Billie and Jack giggle. This is not exactly true.

 The cake is a very funny shape. And it’s very messy to eat!

But it tastes delicious.
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