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 This is Jack. Today Jack is in a wiggly mood. He sits next to Billie and squeezes her hand. Billie is Jack’s best friend.

 Tomorrow is the last day of term. The class is voting on where to go. The choices are: movies, zoo or adventure playground. Jack has voted for the adventure playground. He really, really hopes it will win.

 He has never been before. He is sure it will be amazing! 


[image: Image]



 Ms Walton pulls the votes out of a hat and counts them. ‘Look at this!’ she says. ‘Seven votes for the movies. Seven votes for the zoo. And seven for the adventure playground! How about that?’

 Everyone in Jack’s class giggles. They all look at each other. How will their teacher decide?
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 Lola puts up her hand. Lola is very smart. She always comes up with good ideas.

 ‘One person has to change their vote,’ Lola says. ‘That will make eight votes to the winning team.’

 ‘Good thinking, Lola,’ Ms Walton says.

 ‘Yes, but who is going to change their vote?’ Billie says. She looks at Jack and shrugs. ‘I’m not changing mine.’

 ‘I’m not changing mine either!’ says Lola.

 ‘Hmmm,’ says Ms Walton. ‘Only someone special would give up their first choice.’

 ‘No way!’ says Benny. ‘Not me!’

 Jack feels his cheeks get hot. He has a funny tingling in his ears.

 He puts his hand in the air. ‘I will,’ he says quietly. ‘I’ll change my vote.’ ‘What?’ Billie gasps.
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 Jack shrugs. ‘The movies and zoo could be fun, too,’ he says. But really, he wants to know what it would feel like to be someone special.

 Suddenly everyone in the class starts chattering loudly. ‘Jack! Jack!’ they say. ‘Choose the zoo! Jack! Jack, pick the movies!’ 

 The bell rings. ‘All right, all right,’ Ms Walton says. ‘Why don’t you take your time, Jack?’ she says. ‘Have a think about it over the lunch break. You can tell me what you’ve decided when we come back to class.’

 Everyone rushes over to Jack. They crowd around him and follow him outside. Everyone wants him to choose what they voted for. Jack feels very special.

 Jack looks for Billie. But she has already run out to the playground.
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 ‘Jack! Jack!’ calls Benny. He kicks the soccer ball to him. ‘Wanna be on our team?’

 Jack grins. Benny and Sam never want him on their team.

 ‘Sure!’ says Jack happily. He runs after the ball.

 ‘Jack! Jack!’ calls Rebecca. ‘My mum made lemon cupcakes for lunch. Do you want one?’

 ‘Oh, thanks!’ says Jack. He runs over to take a cupcake.

 ‘Jack! Jack!’ calls Mika. ‘Come play on the monkey bars! You can be King of the Castle.’

 Jack looks around the playground for Billie.

 He has always wanted to be King of the Castle. He will choose Billie as his queen.
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 But Billie is nowhere to be seen. Jack wonders if he should go and look for her. But Mika is waiting for him.

 Jack quickly eats the cupcake. Then he climbs up the monkey bars.

 Just as he reaches the top, he sees Billie. She is playing with some other kids under the peppercorn tree.

 ‘Billie!’ Jack yells. He waves. But Billie doesn’t see him.

 ‘Billie!’ Jack calls louder.

 He waves his other hand. ‘Billie!’ he calls again. ‘Over here!’
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 Billie looks up. Jack waves harder. He waves so hard that he slips off the monkey bars. Down, down, down he falls. Then, BANG! He lands on the ground. Pain shoots up through his knee.

 ‘Ow! Ow! Ow!’ Jack yells. He squeezes his eyes shut. Jack rolls into a ball and rocks back and forth. ‘Ow! Ow! Ow!’ he says.

 When he opens his eyes, Billie is there. ‘Jack!’ she says. ‘Are you OK?’
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 Jack shakes his head. His knee hurts so much he can’t even speak.

 ‘I’ll get Ms Walton!’ Mika says. She jumps off the monkey bars and runs to the classroom.

 Jack sucks in his breath. If he doesn’t look at his knee it doesn’t hurt as much. He feels Billie take his hand.

 ‘Where did you go?’ Jack asks Billie. ‘I was looking for you!’

 ‘You had lots of people to play with!’ Billie says. ‘I thought you’d forgotten about me!’

 ‘I could never forget about you!’ Jack says.
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 ‘You’re my best friend!’

 Just then, Ms Walton arrives. ‘Oh, Jack!’ she says. ‘Your poor knee!’

 Jack looks down at his knee. It is scraped and bleeding. He feels sick.

 ‘I’ll take you to Sick Bay,’ says Ms Walton. ‘We will call your parents to come and get you.’

 Jack limps to Sick Bay with Ms Walton.

 Billie walks on his other side. She holds his hand.

 ‘Which one did you choose, Jack?’ Benny calls. ‘Movies or zoo?’

 ‘I don’t think Jack will be going anywhere tomorrow,’ Ms Walton calls back.

 Jack feels his bottom lip wobble. He thinks about missing out on the school trip and tears roll down his cheeks.
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The next day Jack stays home from school. He has to rest. His poor knee is very swollen.

It has stopped bleeding, but it still hurts. His dad has wrapped it in a bandage. Jack can see the brown bits where the blood has soaked through. Looking at it makes his tummy squeeze.

 Jack lies on the couch and watches TV. His mum brings his favourite snacks.
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 But Jack still feels miserable. His whole class is going somewhere fun without him. Now he has no-one to play with. It’s his last day of school and he’s all alone.

 ‘Hey Jack!’ his mum calls from the front door. ‘You have a visitor.’ 

 ‘Really?’ says Jack. He can’t imagine who it could be.

 Then Billie walks in.

 ‘Billie!’ Jack says. ‘What are you doing here?’

 ‘We voted!’ she says.

 ‘We all decided together after you left.’

 Jack feels sad. ‘You decided without me?’ he asks. ‘I bet you chose the movies.’

 ‘No,’ says Billie.

 ‘The zoo?’ asks Jack.
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 Billie shakes her head.

 Jack feels his tummy sink. ‘Oh, you’re going to the adventure playground?’ he says.

 This makes him extra sad. He really, really wanted to go to the adventure playground.

 Billie giggles. Then she looks at the doorway. Jack looks, too. One head pops around the corner. It’s Benny! Then another. It’s Mika! Then Rebecca! Sam! Lola! One by one, Jack’s classmates pop their heads around the door. Then Jack sees their teacher. ‘Can we come in?’ Ms Walton asks. 

 Jack’s mouth drops open wide. ‘What are you all doing here?’ he says.
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 ‘Well, it was actually Billie’s idea,’ Ms Walton says. She smiles. ‘She said it wouldn’t be fair to go somewhere fun without you. And the whole class agreed.’

 Billie shrugs. ‘We all voted to come here instead!’ she says.

 ‘Really?’ Jack says. He can’t believe what he is hearing.

 ‘Of course!’ Billie says. ‘I could never forget about you. You’re my best friend!’

 ‘Hope that’s OK with you, Jack?’ Ms Walton says. ‘You are the only one who didn’t get to vote.’

 ‘Of course!’ Jack laughs. He can’t believe it. Now he knows how it really feels to be special. Jack has the best friends ever. Especially Billie. Billie is the most special friend of all.
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