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About Maku

OUR STORIES is a funny, relatable and engaging new early-chapter book series that celebrates Australia’s multicultural society with authors and illustrators from a diverse range of backgrounds.

Maku loves watching movies - it’s his favourite thing in the world to do. He especially loves the ones about awesome superheroes saving the day.

Maku’s second most favourite thing to do is camping and going bush with his Nan and Pop.


[image: image]


CONTENTS

About Maku

Title Page

Contents

Dedication

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Note from series editor

About Meyne Wyatt

Copyright

Newsletter


I dedicate Maku to the greatest artist and illustrator: my mum, Sue Wyatt.
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Maku loves to watch movies.

It’s his favourite thing to do. He watches them whenever he can.

The ones with heroes, he likes best, and he loves pretending to be a hero in one too.

He stays up
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 watching movies, and sleeps in the next day, often waking up with square eyes.
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This gets him into trouble from time to time, especially when it makes him late.
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Maku has moved around a lot, gone from school to school.

He finds it a little tricky settling in.

At his new school, kids whisper about him in the playground.
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says a face among the crowd.

‘He doesn’t live with his mum and dad,’ says another.

Maku is shy about making new friends but it never stops him from trying.
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‘Hi, my name is Maku,’ he says, walking up to a group of kids.

‘How do you spell that?’ says one of the boys.
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 spells Maku, proudly. ‘You say it like mug: the cup you drink tea out of and coo: the sound an owl makes. Ma-ku. It means witchetty grub.’
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The boy laughs. ‘So you’re a dirty grub,’ he says.

The others laugh too and turn away from Maku.

But a girl comes up to him. ‘Hi, I’m Leya,’ she says. ‘I think your name’s pretty cool.’

Maku smiles.
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Maku is sitting with the other kids in his class.

Miss Jackson, his new Grade Three teacher, says, ‘What do you want to be when you grow up?’

She points to different kids around the room and they
 [image: image]
 out their answers.

‘A firefighter,’ says a boy at the back.

‘A pilot,’ says a girl behind Maku.

Then Miss Jackson points to Maku. ‘And you, Maku?’ she says.

Maku hesitates. He isn’t sure what to say.
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‘Maku means grub,’ yells the boy from the playground. ‘So, he’s going to be a butterfly or a butter spread.’
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 but the teacher stops them.

‘That isn’t very nice. That’s not the way we treat people, do we? Especially when you’re new to the school.’

Everyone
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 at Maku.

He sinks further into his shell.

Miss Jackson asks Maku again, and this time he takes a moment to think about all the things he’d like to do when he’s older. Then, like a light coming on in the dark, a thought springs to mind and Maku says, ‘I want to make a [image: image] one day.’
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‘That’s great, Maku,’ says Miss Jackson.
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Maku shrugs and Miss Jackson smiles. ‘Well,’ she says, ‘that’s your homework for the weekend. To come up with an idea for your movie. Is that okay?’

Maku is quick to reply.
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On his way home after school, Maku is excited, thinking about his movie. But where will he start?

Then he remembers how the kids at school had laughed at his name.

He’d wanted to be brave and stick up for himself. Just like a superhero would.
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Maku loves superhero movies, so why doesn’t he make one of them?

He runs home, bursts through the doors of his room and flings open his drawers.
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Maku starts trying on clothes for his hero’s costume and acting out scenes on his bed.
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‘Maku! Come out here,’ he hears someone calling from the front door. ‘Your nan and pop are here!’

Maku races out of his room to see his grandparents waiting for him.

[image: image] says Pop. ‘We’re taking you out bush for the weekend.’

Maku hugs them. Then he looks down at his superhero costume – his cricket uniform and helmet.
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‘Is it all right if I wear this?’ he asks.

Nan laughs and Pop says,
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Maku is sitting in the back seat of the car, beaming as he listens to his grandparents’ stories.

Going bush and camping with Nan and Pop was his second favourite thing to do.
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Nan and Pop tell Maku about their Ranger work, looking after the land and native wildlife.

‘We had to make some burn-off fires before the bushfire season, so big ones don’t spread,’ says Pop.

Then Nan points to the back of the car. ‘And tomorrow we’re going to release our little friend.’

Maku turns around to see a black cockatoo in a cage.

‘Wow!’ he gasps. Being a Ranger sounded like the coolest job ever.
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So, Maku pulls out his pen and paper and starts writing down notes for his movie.
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Pop stops the car next to a dried-up lake and says, ‘Here’s a pretty good spot, what do you reckon?’

Maku nods. ‘Yeah! I reckon too.’

‘It’s stinking hot outside,’ says Nan. ‘Put your

[image: image]

on and your
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too, and we’ll go for a
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down at the
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‘What’s the Wanambi, Nan?’ says Maku as they make their way down to the lake.

[image: image]
 was the Rainbow Serpent who made everything, using the waterways to create things, all over the land,’ says Nan. ‘This lake here was full once, but it was drained for the mines.

 

Now, all that is left is this little pond – the dried-up cracked dirt – the scales of Wanambi’s shed skin.’
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‘I hope so,’ says Nan.

Maku looks at Wanambi’s shed skin,
 [image: image]
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Maku gets out his notebook and writes:
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Back at camp, Maku helps out by gathering firewood.

He picks up a pile of sticks and places them next to Pop. All except one. A long thin stick which he twirls and wields like a spear.

‘Ouch!’ Maku says as he pulls out a splinter.
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Maku imagines himself taking on a Thorny Devil lizard.

‘Watch out,’ cries Pop. ‘You could take out someone’s eye with that.’

‘That’s the point, Pop,’ Maku says with a smile. He writes another note.
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As the sun goes down, Maku, Nan and Pop sit around the fire.

Maku looks up into the sky, at the stars all around. Sparkling in the dark.
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Shooting across the sky. The Milky Way and galaxies, glowing like Christmas lights.

‘That’s the most stars I’ve ever seen,’ he says.

‘You see more out here, away from the big smoke,’ says Nan. ‘The air is much clearer.’

She points to a constellation that looks like a giant emu.
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‘See that? That’s the
[image: image]
 The last emu to fly. It went all the way up there and stayed in the sky. But when it’s time for it all to end, the Emu will call and the sky will fall.’
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Maku’s eyes grow wide.

He doesn’t want the
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Nan rolls over in her swag. ‘Goodnight!’ she says, getting comfy.
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After watching the fire for a few more minutes, Pop smiles at Maku. ‘We should head to bed too.’

But Pop can tell something’s on Maku’s mind.

‘What’s up?’ he asks.

‘Pop, why can’t I live with you?’ says Maku.

‘You will soon,’ says Pop. ‘It’s just taking a little time.’

‘But
[image: image]
 says Maku.

‘I know,’ Pop says. ‘You know, I was once like you. I was taken away from family too. A part of the Stolen Generation. Like a lot of our mobs’ kids, I was taken away because of my fair skin. They didn’t want us to be Black. But I came back. And Nan and me,
 [image: image]
 And you’ll come back too, to live with us. I promise. Okay?’

Maku nods.

‘Then you’ll come out here and have your
[image: image]
 Pop says.

‘My ceremony? What ceremony?’ Maku asks.

‘The one that starts your journey to becoming a man,’ says Pop.

Maku looks confused, so Pop grabs a container sitting beside him. He opens it and pulls out a witchetty grub. ‘See this little fulla? What’s his name?’
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‘Maku!’ says Maku.

‘Yep. You weren’t named after this little fulla for nothing, you know. It’s your totem.’
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What’s that?’ Maku asks.

‘A totem,’ says Pop, ‘is an animal or a plant that gives you spiritual connection. You draw strength from it.’

Pop gives Maku the witchetty grub. It’s round and squishy in his hand.

He tries to be
[image: image]

‘Nan picked him earlier,’ says Pop. ‘See, he’s small like you. One day he will have his ceremony, like you.

You’ll become a man and this Maku will go into a cocoon and come out a moth.’
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‘Can I eat it?’ says Maku.
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 says Pop. ‘You can’t eat your totem! You have to protect it. If we all ate our totems, there’d be no animals left. Pass it here now, it’s time for bed.’

Maku hands it over and they both lie down.

‘Pop?’ says Maku.

‘Yeah?’ Pop replies.

‘When will the Emu call and the sky fall?’ Maku asks.
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says Pop. ‘But I’m not going to stay up and wait around to find out.’

‘Me neither,’ says Maku.

He closes his eyes and falls asleep straight away.
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In the morning, Maku, Nan and Pop let the black cockatoo out of its cage.

‘There you go, buddy,’ says Pop.

‘See, we are meant to be free,’ says Nan as the cocky flies high into the sky.

As they watch, the cocky is met by a flock of black cockatoos.

Maku almost feels sad at seeing the cocky go but is happy that it’s back with its family.

‘See ya later, cocky!’ yells Maku.

And the black cockies crackle back.

‘Hear that?’ says Nan.
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‘That means it’s going to rain.’

‘Really?’ asks Maku.

‘Yeah!’ says Nan.

‘How do you know?’ says Maku.

‘Because a black cockatoo is my totem,’ says Nan.

‘Time to hit the road then, before we get wet!’ says Pop.

They pack up camp and jump into the car, heading back into town.
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Maku is fast asleep when they pull up outside his house.

Pop picks him up and he and Nan carry Maku inside.

They lay him down on the bed and kiss him on the cheek.

‘Thanks, Nan and Pop,’ Maku says.

He rolls over and goes back to sleep.

‘We’ll see you soon, mate,’ whispers Pop.

That night, Maku dreams of slipping and sliding down the stream of the
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 as it fills the waterways all across the land.
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The next day, Maku stands up in front of his class, ready to tell everyone about his superhero movie.

‘Okay, Maku,’ says Miss Jackson.

Maku begins to read.
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the witchetty grub, Ranger, protector of the land.
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When Maku was little, he was happy living underground with his family, in the root of the mulga tree.
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But one day, people came and took Maku away. They told him it was for his own good. But they just wanted to take the land for themselves.
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Maku’s family tried to fight back but the people were too big. They took him to a school and tried to make him forget. Told him he had to be a butterfly now.
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But he said, “I’m going to be a
[image: image]

The people told him moths were dirty and a nuisance and they always get locked up inside. But Maku knew that you can’t take a Maku away and tell it to be a butterfly. Moths are beautiful just the way they are.

Maku knew he had to leave or he was going to get sick. So, he came up with a plan to escape. He told all the other witchetty grubs that they had to work together because it was the only way to get home. When the people wanted to show them off to tourists, that’s when they’d make a run for it.

And they did.
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on the back of a dump truck that took them back to their country and climbed one of the last trees to reunite with their families again.

Maku went into his cocoon. He became a moth and flew and flew.

He knew he had to free all the other Makus and moths that were still trapped inside, so he went back to help them.

Maku swore when he came back he would track down Wanambi to heal the land. So the Great Emu didn’t get more upset.’
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‘Wow, Maku, that’s an amazing story,’ says Miss Jackson, and everyone in the class claps.
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After school, Leya walks up to Maku. ‘I can’t wait to see your movies,’ she says.

Maku smiles. He has made a new friend.

He is so happy he skips all the way home.

Then he hears someone calling his name.
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He looks up and sees Nan and Pop waiting for him.

Nan calls out, ‘Maku, you’re coming home!’
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Our Stories is told on land that was and always will be Aboriginal land. It is the first Australian chapter book series for early readers (5+ years) that is explicitly about diversity, anti-racism and inclusion.

It is a series that we hope will offer early readers engaging, thought-provoking, memorable, tender and funny stories, truths and lived experiences of children living on First Nations lands. It is about bringing together the messy, sometimes difficult, complicated and joyful realities of diverse lives.

The empowering thread that unites each of the very different books is respecting the right of every child to read stories about growing up in Australia, spoken on their own terms.

Randa Abdel-Fattah, series editor


About Meyne Wyatt

Meyne Wyatt is an award-winning Wongutha-Yamatji performer, writer and director.

His first play, in which he also starred, was called City of Gold.

Meyne’s television credits include the ABC’s telemovie The Broken Shore, Redfern Now and most recently The Preppers. He has also appeared in Neighbours and was the first Indigenous actor to join the main cast.

Meyne’s film credits include The Sapphires, The Turning and Strangerland, opposite Nicole Kidman and Hugo Weaving.

Maku is Meyne’s first book.
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Thank you for
downloading this
Pan Macmillan
Australia ebook!
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We have regular giveaways in our
newsletter, as well as discounted ebooks
and exclusive sneak peeks!
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We hope to see you there!
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[image: image] The Very Best Doughnut by Randa Abdel-Fattah. Illustrated by Amani Haydar.

[image: image] 29 Things You Didn’t Know About Me  by Solli Raphael. Illustrated by Olana Janfa.
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