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We were all busting to get outside to start the
party. | peeked out the window and it looked
even cooler now that it was dark out!
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Dad had tied a big §r &€ ribbon dacross the

doorway.

"Here you go, birthday boy,” he said, handing me
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Aronster truck! My friend
Henry was so funny.
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CHAPTER 6
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X | was so disappointed. My party was a
= disaster. We had so much cool stuff prepared,
/ but how that the power had BLOWN ... it was all

completely useless.
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too many things pluggedin...’
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My party was going to be EPIC!
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Even my CO”POST ”ONST[R cabbage

costume was a hit...

especially with my new worms!
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Everyohe from my class was coming over after
school for mybig hirthday party! It was going
to be so cool!

Plus we'd decided to make it a dress-up party...

everyohe wds coming dressed
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oebps/images/page0147.jpg
Everyone at school couldn’t stop talking about

my party. Now they all wanted
BLACKOUT parties!
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Toby had become famous for his starring role in

the WHEN BUMS ATTACK shadow show.
EVERYONE had heard about it.
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I'd made the head out of hothing but 0ld
newspapers fromtherecycling bin, plus a
bit of paint! When | tried it on and looked in the
mirror, | even scared myself!
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‘Party lights! added Mum. ‘Enough tolight up
the whole town!

‘Pinball machines!” added Sally.

‘And a special guest D! said Granddad.
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It wasn't the party we had planned, but it was
still the best | could ever have dreamed of.






oebps/images/page0023.jpg
‘Wee!” added Roger. As usual, he probably just
needed to go tothe 00,

‘And don't forget the JUMPING CASTLE!"|
added, hopping on the spot. | couldn't wait for it

to arrive!
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ven though NOTHING went to plan for my
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Henry was even Mmore excited about my
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Planet Day! I'd almost forgotten!

‘It's aday when we celebrate ourplanet
EARTH, said our teacher.
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Suddenly, Dad’s
solar-powered lamp
litupina

big flash!
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In fact, it was so much fun coming up with stuff
to do without electricity, that my family’s decided
to havean
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Toodle flapped insurprise....
khOCkihg over the tower of cupcakes!
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The cupcakes were ruined!
ltwas o cake-tastrophe!

But it was going to take more than thatto
wipe the smile off my face.

It was My birthday and nothing was going to
—
get me down!
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Hide and Seek justwasntasfunintheday...
or without our scary costumes.

/
SIGH.
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But maybe we could try that again next year!
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At school we'd learned so much about caring
for the earth, and not being wasteful. | now
redlised we didn't need
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We just needed €ach other...






oebps/images/page0007.jpg
Not Granddad and his chatlering teeth...
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Not the ‘Human Alarm Clock’, as Dad likes to
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‘The BIG BUM had almost flattened the entire
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WENDY flew along to save the day!

Q





oebps/images/page0009.jpg
um! WE'R.
~ IMGOING T

COUNT 10 THREE.






oebps/images/page0003.jpg
ANK DO

lustrated by JULES FABER

{RDO.

PLANET \N“““

-
&

A SCHOLASIIC PRESS BOOK
FROM SCHOLASTIC AUSTRALIA





oebps/images/page0124.jpg
ponhatime... Henry began, there was

‘Onceu
aMAD SCIENTIST called Dr Bella!






oebps/images/page0004.jpg





oebps/images/page0125.jpg
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‘So she made the boy pay ... by giving him a
BUM for o HEAD ...
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around and sitling on people.
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‘Hey, it's OK, Mr Do, said Bella."We can still
have fun. Everyone's just excited to be here with
Weir!’

“Yeah, said Henry. "We just have to think of
some games thatdon't use electricity!’
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‘| have an idea! said Belld, and she whispered in
Henhry's ear.

Toby and Wendy slowly made their way
through to Bella.
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Then Bella reached up to
whisper in my dad’s ear.

(arp behindit...

‘Everyohe, gather round,’ said Henry. ‘Come
and watch a special one-off birthday
screening of astory we've called....
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Right at that moment, Sally, Roger and
Granddad JUMPED OUT from under the table.
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‘Happy birthday, Weirl” everyone shouted.

Mum lifted the cereal box and underneath was
d tower of colourful cupcakes. Dad reached
into his tool box and pulled out a bunch of
party blowers!
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| couldn’t wait for everyone to come at me with

alltheir BIRTHDAY LOVE!
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‘Thisis the greatest night of my life, said
Blake, with a proud hod. And everyone cheered!
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But hobody even [00ked at me!

Where were the hugs? The cakes?
The party hats?

Where were the presents?!

Everyone was acting like it was any other day.

WHEN IT WASN'T!

d sick baby cockatoo.
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Dad and Granddad popped up hext, to suggest
we all play a huge game of

‘It'll be better in the dark, said Granddad.
‘And scarier!” added Dad.

Playing Hide and Seek waly scarier in the

dark... especially because
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Dad was busy with a solar~powered lamp
hed picked up from someone’s trash collection.

YOU ARE f
£ THE SUNSHINE...

HoOOMAN
WHOBEEAT






oebps/images/page0137.jpg
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Cocka-toodle-doo and an old lamp were More
important than me!

| sat down at the table and reached for my
breakfast cereal.
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It was so much fun!
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Weallclapped and cheered asthe stars of
the show ran around the front of the sheet and
took a bow!

championship?’ said Mum.
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See? NO-ONE can get me out of bed!

Buttodaywas NO ORDINARY DAY!
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Sally grabbed Dad's solar lamp, which was
comingin VERY HANDY, and Mum placed o
bunch of our old board games around it.

Allthe kids raced over to let the games begin!

Everyone was taking it

very setiously!
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And after a few rounds, it came down to a

between Blake Green and Clare!
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| jumped out of bed and ran into the kitchen.

| was ds excited as a
pig at amud-wrestling contest!
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Who knew Blake Green was so

His limbs moved like an octopus!
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The show was so fuhny! In fact, it was definitely
than any movie we could have
watched on the projector!
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Miss Franklin smiled at me. ‘Well done, Weir,

she said. 'Well done, EVERYONE! What o

wonderful mural.’
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‘And that one over there, said Clare, pointing
to the biggest, toughest-looking chicken in the

yard,is TYRANNOSAURUS PECKSY
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Lastly, it was MY turn to take the lead for

PLANET DAY!

Miss Franklin had given ME the job of creating
something cool for a wall mural...
made out of nothing but bottle tops!
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Everyone had been saving their bottle 'lOPS
from the rubbish and bringing them into school.
And now it was time to use them to make art.

With everyone's help . . .
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... turnips and lettuce!

Plus a bunch of yurirmy fruit, like watermelon,
rockmelon, blueberries and strawberries!
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Blake Green and Clare were in charge of our
new chook shed!

‘This is Beverley, Mavis, Ruth and Shirl,
sdid Blake.
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Suddenly, a chook that looked JUST LIKE
Hans Some flapped over to us.
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‘Hi,’ said Clare to the chook.
‘Everyone, meet HEN Some!

Everyone laughed! It WAS anunbelievably

gOOd"lOOkihg chook.
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Bella had been working really hard. She'd
started growing carrots...
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Dad swapped awhole pile of Loilel paper fora
whole pile of cabbages from Mr Allen’s garden!
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gave us abig bag of worms!

T0 START YOUR

- own WORM FARM. -

®





oebps/images/page0079.jpg





oebps/images/page0072.jpg
...which they swapped
for ohe of Hahs Some’s old TVs!

NEwW?I
NO. IT'S ALMOST -

A YEAR OLDI*





oebps/images/page0073.jpg
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NGTHER 7,
r"090 BIRD

And lots of people just brought in stuff they
wadnted to share!

Q





oebps/images/page0074.jpg
My dad wheeled ih_A_ TBH_C_'S\_._O_BP of cheap
toilet paper-...

| 6OT THIS ALL ON SPECIAL!

8UY 100, GET 100






oebps/images/page0075.jpg
wouldn't need that much toilet paper!

| ATE






oebps/images/page0070.jpg
Caring for the planet was heaps of fun!

Just before the end of the day, our parents came
to our school to take part in the BIG NO-WASTE
SWAP! Everyone was bringing in stuff they no
longer heeded...to swap with others!
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moneyboxes...
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He started tugging at the pipe.

‘No!" Toby warhed. ‘Not like that! You have to—"

Butit was too late!
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installin the classrooms that use less power.

Hans Some was in charge of making sure we'd
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Toby and his step-mum were fixing all the
leaky taps and bubblers so that we wouldn't
waste any water!

They were flying through it, until they came to
one pipe that was really blocked.

‘We can fix that!” sdid Toby. ‘Step back,
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our school more GREEN,
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(

I'VE 60T
WORMS






oebps/images/page0055.jpg
And at night, hedread to them!

COODNIGHT.
MY LITTLE

“BOOK WORMS.
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He even made my dad teach him the WOR!
dance move! They all wormed their way to the
next town and back!
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Henry told us how food scraps and waste goin
the top of the worm farm, and the worms inside

GOBBLE
GOBBLE!

COOL.
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We all tried hot to laugh, but it was

| GUESS

pretty funny!

Finally, Toby and his step-mum got back to work
and finished the job.

o





oebps/images/page0051.jpg
THERE You 60.
<TIGHTER THAN SUPERMAN'S

Wendy was ih charge of the
hew recyclihg bins. She showed
everyohe the bins for paper, and
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At the end of the line was a really big round bin.
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Henry was in charge of setting up the new
worm farm!

Worms were his hew favourite creature! In the

morhings, he'd get up super early to watch over

them...
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WRRING.
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werelights flashing and spinning

everywhere | looked!
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CHAPTER 4

Qcouldh't wait to get home to check out all

car, | thanked Mum and Dad again for all the
trouble they'd gone to.

< YOU GUYS
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‘We thought lots of lights and electronics
would be perfect for you, Weir, said Dad. After
all,you're a real BRIGHT SPARK!

‘Andyou LIGHT up our lives!” said Mum,
laughing.

As soon as we pulled up at home, | bolted
towadrds the backyard.
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‘Wait! called Dad. ‘Let me turn it all on, first!”

| stopped at the gate and waited.
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| only had to wait a few seconds, but it felt like
hours! Then, finally, | heard aloud ...

...followed by a weird
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- CABBAGE!
/7 / \

THATS IT!

‘Cabbage?’ said Sally.

“Yup, | sdid, picking up a whole bunch.’l heed all
of you! And all the cabbage! Now!”

®
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Mum, Dad, Sally, Granddad and Roger followed
me to myroom...dnd helped me turn the
cabbages into a costumel

We finished just as the doorbell rang. Our first
guest was here!

BEWARE!"
(e
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Instead of my
awesome CRAZY
EYEBALL MONSTER
costume hanhging
onh mydoor... >
the one
I'd been
working on for

WEEKS ...
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| FOUND...

Toodle had destroyed my costume!
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No costume €VEr goes to plan for WEIRDO!

| ran out to the kitchen. ‘I heed help, fast!’ | said.
‘I need to make a
new monster costume!’
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‘What happened? said Sally.

We all looked around the room, trying to think of
something...fast!

But all | could see was cabbage! Cahbage,
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This party had EVERYTHING! It was cooler than

every amusement park on Earth! Combined!
2

_____ i

asthe

GREATEST EVER!

NOW CLASS.
WE COME T0 THE CHAPTER ABOUT THE

GREATEST PARTY N HISTORY!
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‘We'd better get dressed!” | called out.
| had to get mymonster costume on ASAP!

We'd have guests knocking on the door in
notime.

But when | went to my room, | was

NOT

HAPPY!
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