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    About Andypedia


    Hi! Welcome to my encyclopedia—I mean, my Andypedia—it's all about my books, the stories, the stories behind the stories, the characters, the real people behind the characters, my favourite lines and moments from the stories and a whole lot of other random stuff that people are always asking me about like 'How old were you when you started writing?' and 'How many books have you actually written?' and 'Where do you get your ideas from?' and 'Did all that stuff really happen to you?' and 'Was Danny Pickett really your best friend?' and 'Were you really in love with Lisa Mackney?' and 'Did your bum really grow arms and legs and run away?' etc. etc. etc.


    So thanks for e-reading, have fun and I hope the Andypedia makes all your dreams come true . . . (or at least answers a few of your questions and doesn't create too many new ones).
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      The great thing about this book is that it's not like one of those boring old paper books where you have to start at the start and keep reading and reading and reading and reading and reading and reading and reading and reading and reading and reading and reading and reading and reading and reading until you get to the end or your parents make you turn off the light and go to sleep or your teacher says, 'That's the end of silent reading for today—put your books away and get ready for maths.' That's so last century! (Paper books, I mean, not your teacher—though it's entirely possible that your teacher is so last century as well or even possibly the century before that.)


      What I recommend you do is to just scroll down the list of 250 topics on the left-hand side of the page and jump to any particular one that interests you. Once you're on that page you may find a link to another topic or book or story or character or idea that interests you and then bounce straight to that one and then when you're on that one you might find a link to something else and then just keep bouncing and bouncing and bouncing and bouncing and bouncing and bouncing and bouncing and bouncing and bouncing and bouncing and bouncing and bouncing and bouncing and bouncing until you get to the end or your parents make you turn off the light and go to sleep or your teacher says, 'That's the end of silent e-reading for today—put your e-readers away and get ready for e-maths.' That's so THIS century! WOW!
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    A story told in the form of an illustrated report in which Andy details all the things he learnt on his class's excursion to the school museum, including how to test the patience of even the most patient museum guide, why 3D glasses are not a good way to impress girls, and why you should never squeak rubber dinosaurs on a school bus.


    The story behind the story


    This story was originally going to be about Andy and Danny visiting the Tutankhamen exhibition at the Melbourne Museum and possibly destroying a priceless exhibit in the process, but when I went along to the exhibition to do some research I noticed lots of school children who were making jokes, messing around and laughing. They were having a great time, but not necessarily engaging with the exhibition in the way that their teachers and the museum guides might have imagined. I figured that this is exactly the sort of thing Andy and Danny would do if they went on a school excursion to the museum.


    Favourite bit


    Guide: Hi, I'm Chris, your museum guide. If there's anything you want to know please ask me.


    Student 1: Do you have a girlfriend?


    Student 2: Do you like cheese?


    Student 3: Were you embarrassed when you pooped in your nappy when you were a baby?
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    Andrew 'Andy' Griffiths is Australia's most popular children's writer. He was born in Melbourne, Australia, in 1961 and is the author of over 20 books, including nonsense verse, short stories, comic novels and plays. Over the past 15 years, Andy's books have been New York Times best sellers, won over 50 children's choice awards, been adapted as a television cartoon series and sold over five million copies worldwide. Andy is best known as the author of the much-loved Just! series and The Day My Bum Went Psycho.


    In 2008 Andy became the first Australian author to win six children's choice awards in one year for Just Shocking!, smashing his previous record of four awards for The Bad Book in 2005.


    Andy grew up loving books—especially funny ones—and filled exercise books with his own stories, jokes and cartoons. In early secondary school he wrote, edited and produced a magazine called Popcorn, which he sold to other students for three cents a copy. The material in Popcorn was similar to the silly stuff in his exercise books. Inspired by his love of Alice Cooper and David Bowie, he spent most of the following years writing song lyrics for an imaginary rock band. This band eventually became a reality, when, as a final-day Year 12 prank, he organised a lunchtime concert featuring the band, with himself as lead singer. This led to a number of years as a singer/song writer in a variety of experimental punk bands before realising that his talent lay more with the words than the music. (That's a nice way of saying that he was a terrible singer.)


    Becoming a secondary English teacher in the late 1980s brought him into contact with students who weren't very keen on reading and he began writing funny stories for them. He began collecting these stories in self-published photocopied collections for use in the classroom and for sale outside of it and soon left teaching to pursue writing fiction full time.


    His first books, now out of print, were creative writing textbooks for educational publisher Longman Cheshire. These were illustrated by the multi-talented Terry Denton, who encouraged and helped Andy to publish his first collection of stories, Just Tricking!, in 1997. Their collaboration has been a long and happy one and together they have produced the Just! series, the ever-popular Bad Book series, The Bad Book and The Very Bad Book, the ridiculous illustrated guides What Bumosaur Is That? and What Body Part Is That? and the Seussian The Cat On The Mat Is Flat and The Big Fat Cow That Goes Kapow for early readers. They are now working on a new series of illustrated novels featuring characters named after themselves, who write and illustrate books and live in an ever-expanding treehouse. The first of these, The 13-Storey Treehouse, was published in September 2011 and the second, The 26-Storey Treehouse, will be published in September 2012. They are planning to bring out a collection of the best parts of their early creative writing textbooks under the title of Just Writing! in 2013.


    In 2008 Andy and his wife—and editor—Jill collaborated with The Bell Shakespeare Company on the popular and critically acclaimed theatrical production Just Macbeth! which was nominated for two Helpmann Awards. In July 2010 Just Macbeth! completed a return sold-out season at the Sydney Opera House before heading to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival where it received rave reviews and won a Guardian Herald Angel award. The book of the play, with wonderful illustrations by Terry Denton, was shortlisted in the children's section of the 2010 Prime Minister's Literary Awards.


    Andy is passionate about inspiring a love of books and reading in his young readers, and this passion drives his work as an ambassador with The Indigenous Literacy Foundation, an initiative of the Australian Publishing Industry, to provide books and literacy resources to remote Indigenous communities around Australia. Andy regularly participates in field trips to remote areas of New South Wales, the Northern Territory and Western Australia to run writing workshops with Indigenous children and to help facilitate the Foundation's work. In September 2011 The Naked Boy and The Crocodile was published. This book brings together 13 wonderful stories and illustrations created by children during these workshops. For more details visit www.indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au.


    Andy is also an ambassador for the Pyjama Foundation, which provides literacy-based mentoring programs to children in foster care (www.thepyjamafoundation.com).


    Books in print


    Andy & Terry's Wonderful World of Stupidity


    What Bumosaur is That? (2007)


    What Body Part Is That? (2011)


    The Bum trilogy


    The Day My Bum Went Psycho (2001)


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)


    The Just! series


    Just Tricking! (1997)


    Just Annoying! (1998)


    Just Stupid! (1999)


    Just Crazy! (2000)


    Just Disgusting! (2002)


    Just Shocking! (2007)


    Just Macbeth! (2009)


    Just Doomed! (2012)


    Schooling Around series


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)


    Short story collections


    The Bad Book (2004)


    The Very Bad Book (2006)


    The Cat on the Mat is Flat (2010)


    The Big Fat Cow That Goes Kapow (2008)


    The Naked Boy and the Crocodile (2011)


    The Treehouse series


    The 13-Storey Treehouse (2011)


    The 26-Storey Treehouse (2012)


    See also


    Andy Griffiths' favourite books and authors


    Andy Griffiths' favourite comedians and comedy shows


    Andy Griffiths' favourite films


    Andy Griffiths' favourite music


    Andy Griffiths' favourite TV shows


    External links


    Andy Griffiths' official site


    Andy Griffiths' Twitter page


    Andy Griffiths' Facebook page
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    I based the character of Andy—the narrator and main character of the Just! series—on myself as a child. Andy the character, however, is much sillier and braver than I ever was, doing all the things that I only ever dreamed about or wished that I could do.


    Although Andy (the character) describes himself at the beginning of the Just! series as the greatest practical joker in the world, most of his pranks backfire on him in some way. The gap between his estimate of his own brilliance and the fact that most of his so-called 'brilliant' schemes end up backfiring continues throughout the rest of the Just! series. This serves both to make him more likeable (because we feel sympathy for him) and also makes for a funnier, more satisfying story.


    Appearances


    The Just! series


    The Cat on the Mat is Flat


    The 13-Storey Treehouse


    The 26-Storey Treehouse
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    I have always loved reading and many of the ideas for my stories come from the books I have read. Some of my favourite authors as a child were Enid Blyton (The Wishing Chair), Lewis Carroll (Alice in Wonderland), E.W. Cole (Cole's Funny Picture Book), Roald Dahl (Charlie and the Chocolate Factory), the Brothers Grimm (fairy tales), Heinrich Hoffman (Struwwelpeter), Dr Seuss (One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish) and Geoffrey Willans and Ronald Searle (How to be Topp). He also loved MAD and CRACKED magazines and the Marvel comic book series Tales to Astonish, Tales of Suspense and Journey Into Mystery, especially the stories written by Stan Lee and illustrated by Jack Kirby.


    Some of his favourite authors as an adult are Ray Bradbury (The Illustrated Man), Bill Bryson (A Short History of Nearly Everything), Raymond Carver (short stories), Natalie Goldberg (Writing Down the Bones), Matt Groening (The Big Book of Hell), Herman Hesse (Steppenwolf), Franz Kafka (Metamorphosis), Flannery O'Connor (A Good Man is Hard to Find), Edgar Allan Poe (Tales of Mystery and Imagination), J. D. Salinger (The Catcher in the Rye), David Sedaris (Me Talk Pretty One Day and Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim), William Shakespeare (Macbeth), Thirteen Ways to Dispose of a Body (a book of short stories by various authors), Mark Twain (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn) and Kurt Vonnegut (Slaughterhouse-Five).
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    Andy Griffiths has a number of favourite comedians and TV and movie comedies.


    Favourite comedians


    Woody Allen, Bill Bailey, The Boosh, Steve Coogan, David Cross, Peter Cook & Dudley Moore, Larry David, Norman Gunston, Bill Hicks, Lano and Woodley, Steve Martin, George Meyer, Chris Morris, Bob Odenkirk, Reeves and Mortimer, Jerry Seinfeld, Garry Shandling, The Three Stooges and Steven Wright.


    Favourite TV comedy


    Blackadder, Bottom, Curb Your Enthusiasm, Darkplace, The Fast Show, Father Ted, Fawlty Towers, Flight of the Conchords, Freaks and Geeks, Friends, Get Smart, I'm Alan Partridge, It's Garry Shandling's Show, The IT Crowd, Lancelot Link: Secret Chimp, The Larry Sanders Show, Lost in Space, Monty Python's Flying Circus, Mr Show, The Office, Peep Show, Pee-wee's Playhouse, Seinfeld, The Smell of Reeves and Mortimer, The Three Stooges and The Young Ones.


    Favourite comedy movies


    Anchorman, Batman: The Movie (1966), Clerks, Eraserhead, Fast Times at Ridgemont High, Ferris Bueller's Day Off, Funny People, Groundhog Day, The Jerk, The Ladykillers (1955), A Mighty Wind, Monsieur Hulot's Holiday, Monty Python's Life of Brian, The Naked Gun, Napoleon Dynamite, Pee-wee's Big Adventure, The Princess Bride, Scott Pilgrim vs the World, This is Spinal Tap, Toy Story, and Withnail and I.
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    Ever since I saw the utterly terrifying King Kong when I was nine years old I have loved films. Here are some of my very favourites. Anchor Man, Animal Kingdom, The Apu Trilogy, Charly, Cool Hand Luke, Deathproof, Deliverance, Duel, Fight Club, Groundhog Day, Harry: He is Here to Help, Jean de Florette, Koyaanisquatsi, King Kong (1933), King of the Mountain, Napoleon Dynamite, Macbeth (1971), Manon des Sources, One Flew over the Cuckoo's Nest, Pee-wee's Big Adventure, Reservoir Dogs, Run Lola Run, The Heart is a Lonely Hunter, 2001: A Space Odyssey, The Treasure of the Sierre Madre, Scarface (1983), Scott Pilgrim vs the World, Spirited Away, Westworld and The Wrestler.
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    I have always loved music, and draw a lot of inspiration from it and from my favourite performers and song writers. I tend to prefer independent, alternative music with lots of energy and experimentation—music that's not afraid to be different and that takes me to strange, interesting places. Here are some of my favourites.


    Air, Art Brut, The Beatles, Beck, Black Flag, The Birthday Party, David Bowie, Captain Beefheart and the Magic Band, Leonard Cohen, Alice Cooper, Devo, The Doors, Brian Eno, The Fall, Foetus, Brian Ferry and Roxy Music, The Gun Club, George Harrison, Rowland Howard, Joy Division, Led Zeppelin, Magazine, Massive Attack, Morrissey, Mudhoney, Neu!, Nirvana, Pink Floyd, The Ramones, The Residents, The Saints, Kim Salmon, The Scientists, The Sex Pistols, Snakefinger, Alan Vega, Ween, The White Stripes, Wooden Shjips and Neil Young.
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    Every day after school I used to come home and watch Lost in Space. Travelling to the farthest reaches of the galaxy with the Robinson family had a powerful effect on my imagination.


    Some of my other favourite shows, both then and now include:Bang Bang, It's Reeves and Mortimer, Batman, Blackadder, Bottom, The Brady Bunch, Breaking Bad, Curb Your Enthusiasm, Darkplace, The Fast Show, Father Ted, Fawlty Towers, Flight of the Conchords, Friends, Get Smart, I'm Alan Partridge, It's Garry Shandling's Show, The IT Crowd, The Larry Sanders Show, Lost in Space, Monty Python's Flying Circus, Mr Show, My Name is Earl, The Office, The Olden Days, Peep Show, Pee-wee's Playhouse, Six Feet Under, The Smell of Reeves and Mortimer, The Three Stooges, Seinfeld, The Twilight Zone, Twin Peaks, Vic Reeves Big Night Out and The Young Ones.
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    While out walking by the sea Andy G sees a sign saying, BEWARE OF THE BEE. YOU'LL GET STUNG UNLESS YOU FLEE! but before he can flee he sees the bee and, even worse, the bee sees Andy G and chases him and in the chase he runs past Terry D who flees with him and a kind tea-lady gives them a ride on her super-fast tea trolley and they all take refuge at the top of a very tall tree. (Just another routine crazy day in the life of Andy G and Terry D!)



    The story behind the story


    As a child I adored the book A Fly Went By by Mike McClintock, which was a story about a whole bunch of animals fleeing a terrifying monster that ultimately turns out to be just a lamb with a tin can stuck on its back leg. I guess 'Andy G, Terry D, the brave tea-lady and the evil bee' is my own version of a simple 'chase' story.


    'Andy G, Terry D, the brave tea-lady and the evil bee' is notable for being the first story to feature both Andy and Terry as characters, and the fact that they end up at the top of a tree is quite fitting as they then go on to have their own series beginning with The 13-Storey Treehouse.


    Favourite bit


    'STOP!' she cried


    'you nasty bee!'


    But STOP that nasty bee DID NOT . . .


    and so she trapped it in her pot!
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    Andy & Terry's Wonderful World of Stupidity is a series of seriously stupid, fully illustrated 100% fact-free guide books written by Andy Griffiths and illustrated by Terry Denton. These books aim to present as much unscientific data and misinformation as it's possible to cram into a series of seriously stupid, fully illustrated 100% fact-free guide books.


    Books


    Volume 1: What Bumosaur is That? (2007)


    Volume 2: What Body Part is That? (2011)


    The story behind the series


    The titles in the Wonderful World of Stupidity series are a parody of What Bird is That? A Guide to the Birds of Australia, first published in 1931 by Angus & Robertson in Sydney. Authored and illustrated by Neville William Cayley, it was Australia's first fully illustrated national field guide to birds, a function it served alone for nearly 40 years. In 1960 it was rated the all-time best seller in Australian natural history.


    


    The story behind the story


    The Wonderful World of Stupidity began with What Bumosaur is That? in 2007 which was a spin-off book from the Bum trilogy. I loved the idea of a narrator speaking authoritatively about complete nonsense as if it were all absolutely true, and when Terry drew a close-up labelled picture of his finger for The 13-Storey Treehouse I saw our chance to do another book in the same vein: What Body Part is That? We'd love to do a third book in the future called 'What Stupid Idiot is That?' and as soon as we decide whose photo to put on the cover we'll get started. (I think it should be Terry's face, but he thinks it should be my face . . . this argument has been going for some time now and is threatening to turn quite nasty and possibly violent.) 
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    Following on from his attempt to make beginner readers more action-packed in 'Learn to read with Andy' (Just Crazy!), Andy attempts to make maths more exciting by coming up with a series of gratuitously violent and increasingly bizarre maths problems for the reader to solve. These include beheadings, firing sisters out of cannons, line-down-the-middle-of-the-desk infringements, compass-stabbings, cyborg warrior battles, nuclear arms stockpiling and deadly games of kiss chasey.


    The story behind the story


    Maths has never come easily to me. Sure I can do simple additions, subtractions, multiplications and even the occasional long division but the moment the numbers start turning into fractions and algebraic equations I turn tail and run for my life. I guess this story is me imagining what it would be like to stand up to my life-long fear of maths and really kick a number's butt.


    Favourite problem


    Problem: Think of a number. Now halve it. Now quarter it. Now cut its legs off. Now kick its butt. Who said maths wasn't fun? 


    Answer: Any student not lucky enough to be doing ANDY'S ACTION-PACKED MATHS PROGRAM!!!
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    Andy and his mum are out shopping. In a queue at the post office, Andy's mother realises she's left her handbag in the previous shop and asks Andy to go and retrieve it for her. A simple enough request, for sure, but in the process of reluctantly attempting to fulfil it for her, Andy manages to run foul of two police officers, an angry post office manager and Lisa Mackney . . . all in the space of less than half an hour.


    The story behind the story


    I've always found it amusing how uncomfortable men look when they have to hold a lady's handbag. It seemed like a perfect situation for Andy to find himself in and that the risk of embarrassment would drive him to do anything, even risk being arrested, rather than be seen holding a handbag. 


    This story is part of a continuing series of stories throughout the Just series in which Andy's attempts to pass himself off as a tough guy in front of Lisa Mackney are ultimately doomed to failure.


    Favourite bit


    Okay, I tell myself. Just be cool. Be cool! There's nothing wrong. You're just standing here on the street. There's a handbag on the seat next to you but it's nothing to do with you. You're the same normal non-handbag-holding tough guy you've always been. 
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    Andy's long-suffering parents are frequently driven to distraction by their son's annoying behaviour, and are prone to adopting highly unusual methods for dealing with it. Some of their more notable efforts include attempting to bury him in the backyard ('Playing dead', Just Tricking!), stopping the car in the middle of a desert and making him get out and walk ('Are we there yet?', Just Annoying!), stealing his imaginary friends ('Imaginary friends', Just Annoying!) and locking him in a broom closet ('I am a ro-bot', Just Shocking!). His father, however, discovers his 'inner Andy' in 'Mudmen' (Just Crazy!) when, after he and Andy are locked out of their house in the nude, they have to cover themselves in mud and go on a long and dangerous journey to retrieve a spare key. The experience is an awakening of sorts for Andy's father, who finishes the story by dramatically resigning from his job and declaring that he is going to live a more adventurous life by taking the family 'to live off the land—in the wild—in the raw'.


    The story behind the characters


    Andy's parents are not really based on my actual true-life parents. When I came to create Andy's parents I thought it would be funny—and make for a more interesting story—if they regularly behaved in ways that you wouldn't expect parents to behave. Many parents make idle threats but Andy's parents often really follow through, much to Andy's surprise and discomfort.
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    The Just! series
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    Andy's rubber duck is his favourite bath toy and accompanies him on several outlandish adventures.


    The story behind the character


    The rubber duck was invented originally for the story 'In the shower with Andy', in which Andy was by himself for most of the story. The inclusion of the rubber duck gave Andy someone to talk to and look after and, of course, then became a useful plot device, which caused him to fall through the roof later on in the story.


    Appearances


    'In the shower with Andy' (Just Annoying!)


    'Rubbish' (Just Crazy!)


    'Two brown blobs' (Just Disgusting!)
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    The Annoying Test features on the back cover of Just Annoying! (1998).


    Is this the right book for you? Take the Annoying Test and find out.


    
      	Do you ask 'Are we there yet?' over and over on long car trips?


      	Do you like to drive people mad by copying everything they say and do?


      	Do you hog the shower and use up all the hot water?


      	Do you enjoy asking silly questions that have no real answers?


      	Do you swing on the clothesline whenever you get the chance?

    


    Score: one point for each 'yes' answer.


    3–5 — You are obviously a very annoying person. You will love this book.


    1–2 — You are a fairly annoying person. You will love this book.


    0 — You don't realise how much fun being annoying can be. You will love this book.


    See also


    The Crazy Test


    The Disgusting Test


    The Doomed Test


    The Macbeth Test


    The Shocking Test


    The Stupid Test


    The Tricking Test

  


  
    
      
        
          	
            Anti-gravity chamber

          
        

      
    


    
      
        
          	
            
              
                
                  	
                    Category:

                  

                  	
                    Location

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Appears in:

                  

                  	
                    The 26-Storey Treehouse

                  
                

              
            

          
        

      
    


    This level of the treehouse features a gravity neutraliser in the floor that allows you to safely float around inside the clear plastic walls. The feeling of freedom is incredible. Andy finds the chamber particularly helpful when he gets stuck on a story . . . anti-gravity really helps to free the mind (and it's so much fun!).
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    Andy is so annoying during a long car trip that his parents, driven to distraction, stop the car, make him get out and leave him by the side of the road. He is rescued by a mad motorcyclist, Max, who picks him up and sets off in pursuit of Andy's parents.


    The story behind the story


    My dad used to threaten my sisters and I that he would stop the car and make us get out and walk if we didn't stop fighting and being annoying in the car. In real life, luckily, he never carried out his threat. But real life doesn't always make for the most entertaining stories. I wondered what it would be like if your parents really DID stop the car and make you get out and walk. And what if it was in the middle of the desert? And what if they were never coming back? I guess in this sense the story is not so dissimilar to the famous folk tale, Hansel and Gretel, except that Andy doesn't find a house made out of gingerbread.


    Favourite line


    Are we there yet?
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    Getting a tattoo usually takes a long time and hurts quite a lot but Andy and Terry's ATM can give you a tattoo in no longer than the time it takes to select a design, choose the part of your body you want it applied to and press the START button. And the best thing is that if you get sick of your tattoo, the ATM has an erase-function which can get rid of the tattoo within seconds.
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    There are many children's choice book awards in Australia, both state-based and national: BILBY (Qld), COOL (ACT), CYBER (Tas), KOALA (NSW), KROC (NT), WAYBRA (WA) and YABBA (Vic). In each case children are the judges, voting for their favourite books. Andy's books have won many of these awards over the years.


    1999


    Just Annoying! CBCA: Notable Book


    Just Annoying! KOALA: Older Readers Award


    Just Annoying! YABBA: Younger Readers Award


    2000


    Just Annoying! BILBY: Younger Readers Award


    Just Crazy! CYBER: Younger Readers Award


    Just Stupid! YABBA: Younger Readers Award


    Just Stupid! KOALA: Senior Readers Award


    2001


    The Day My Bum Went Psycho YARA (ACT): Older Readers Award


    Just Crazy! CYBER: Younger Readers Award


    Just Crazy! KOALA: Older Readers Award


    Just Crazy! YABBA: Younger Readers Award


    Just Tricking! KROC: Most Popular Book


    2002


    The Day My Bum Went Psycho YABBA: Older Readers Award


    Just Crazy! BILBY: Younger Readers Award


    Just Crazy! CYBER: Younger Readers Award


    Just Tricking! KOALA: Younger Readers Award


    Just Stupid! KROC: Most Popular Book


    2003


    Just Disgusting! COOL: Older Readers Award


    Just Disgusting! KOALA: Older Readers Award


    Just Disgusting! KROC: Most Popular Book


    Just Disgusting! YABBA: Older Readers Award


    2004


    Just Disgusting! BILBY: Younger Readers Award


    Zombie Bums from Uranus COOL: Older Readers Award


    2005


    The Bad Book BILBY: Younger Readers Award


    The Bad Book COOL: Older Readers Award


    The Bad Book KOALA: Older Readers Award


    The Bad Book YABBA: Older Readers Award


    Just Tricking! KROC: Most Popular Book


    2006


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict COOL: Older Readers Award


    Just Crazy! BILBY: Younger Readers Award


    2007


    The Cat on the Mat is Flat BILBY: Younger Readers Award


    The Cat on the Mat is Flat COOL: Younger Readers Award


    The Cat on the Mat is Flat KOALA: Younger Readers Award


    The Cat on the Mat is Flat KROC: Younger Readers Award


    The Cat on the Mat is Flat YABBA: Younger Readers Award


    Zombie Bums from Uranus COOL: Older Readers Award


    Zombie Bums from Uranus KOALA: Older Readers Award


    2008


    The Cat on the Mat is Flat CBC Book of the Year for Younger Readers (shortlisted)


    Just Shocking! BILBY: Younger Readers Award


    Just Shocking! COOL: Younger Readers Award


    Just Shocking! KOALA: Younger Readers Award


    Just Shocking! KROC: Younger Readers Award


    Just Shocking! WAYBRA: Younger Readers Award


    Just Shocking! YABBA: Younger Readers Award


    2009


    Just Macbeth! (stage show) Helpmann Awards: Best Australian Work (nominated)


    Just Macbeth! (stage show) Helpmann Awards: Best Presentation for Children (nominated)


    2010


    The Big Fat Cow That Goes Kapow! COOL: Younger Readers Award


    The Big Fat Cow That Goes Kapow! KROC: Younger Readers Award


    The Big Fat Cow That Goes Kapow! KOALA: Younger Readers Award


    The Big Fat Cow That Goes Kapow! YABBA: Younger Readers Award


    Just Macbeth! Prime Minister's Literary Awards: Children's Fiction (shortlisted)


    Just Macbeth! (stage show) Guardian Herald Angel Award (Edinburgh Fringe Festival)


    Mascot Madness! WAYBRA: Younger Readers Award


    2011


    The Very Bad Book COOL: Younger Readers Award


    The Very Bad Book KOALA: Younger Readers Award


    The Very Bad Book KROC: Younger Readers Award


    The Very Bad Book YABBA: Younger Readers Award
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    The bad ant does various bad and very bad things, including doing wheelies in a sports car on an old lady's head and stealing a space rocket, which he ends up crashing into the sun.


    The story behind the character


    I was sitting on the beach in Tasmania writing in my journal when I noticed a very industrious ant walking along the sand and, because I was doing free writing practice, where I just write whatever comes into my head or whatever is happening in front of me, I began to write about that. The ant went up a leaf and down a leaf, up a stick and down a stick and then it stopped . . . and then it started again . . . and then I thought I'd just add a tiny little bit of imagination to make the story more exciting so I sent it to Las Vegas where it won ten thousand dollars and bought a red sports car. But apart from that the rest of the story is absolutely true. Well, apart from the bit about running over the old lady and then returning to do wheelies on her head, of course. (Ants can't drive sports cars, duh.)


    Favourite bit


    And the ant drove up the old lady. And the ant drove over the old lady. And the ant drove down the old lady.


    Appearances


    The Bad Book (2004)


    The Very Bad Book (2010)
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    The Bad Book is a collection of crazy cartoons, revolting rhymes, putrid poems, dumb drawings, ridiculous riddles, terrible jokes and cautionary tales about bad characters who do bad things and more often than not come to a bad end. The first book in the bad series, The Bad Book grew out of the marginal illustrations in the Just! series and Andy Griffiths and Terry Denton's desire to work together more closely. The Bad Book is followed by The Very Bad Book (2010).


    Contents


    Bad Jack Horner


    Bad Humpty Dumpty


    Bad Diddle Diddle


    The Bad Ant


    Joan Purst


    Greedy Little Grace


    Bad Daddy and the Big Swing


    Badtown


    The Old Lady Who Swallowed a Poo


    The Girl Who Slammed Doors


    Bad Riddles


    The Sad Bad Bad-man


    Little Willy


    Jeff Pest


    Bad Mummy and the Very Busy Six-lane Highway


    Penny McRose


    Bad Terence


    Bad Baby


    Silly Billy


    Very Bad Riddles


    The Bad Little Boy, His Father and the Very Tall Mountain


    Bad Little Betty


    Bad Daddy Says 'No'


    Little Snotty Steve


    Bad Baby's Christmas


    Ruth Punny


    Pirates, Trucks, Bombs, Sharks, Dinosaurs and Football


    The Bad Knife-thrower


    The Girl Who Asked Too Many Questions


    Pete Peddersen


    Bad Mummy and the Big Cliff


    The Bad Old Duke of York


    The Bad Granny


    Little Bad Riding Hood


    Peter, Peter, Junk-food Eater


    The Bad Builder


    Ed and Ted and Ted's Bad Dog Fred


    Very, Very Bad Riddles


    If You're Bad and You Know It


    The Day Nothing Bad Happened


    Bad Mummy and the Very Hungry Lion


    Very, Very, Very Bad Riddles


    Bad Baby at the Circus


    Badword Puzzle


    The Very Bad Story


    The Very, Very Bad Story


    The Very, Very, Very Bad Story
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    Bad Daddy is a terrible parent who either gives his child permission to do dreadfully dangerous things, such as sharpen his head with a pencil sharpener and jump into an active volcano, or forbids him to do absolutely necessary things, such as breathe in and out.


    The story behind the character


    I spent a lot of time in playgrounds with both of my young daughters and had a chance to observe many different parenting styles. One day I saw a father saying 'no' to everything his little boy wanted to do, even though they seemed to me to be perfectly reasonable requests such as, 'Can I have a swing?' and 'Can I climb up there?' I guess I just wondered where that process might end.


    Favourite bit


    Boy: Daddy, can I breathe in?


    Bad Daddy: No!


    Boy: Daddy, can I breathe out?


    Bad Daddy: No!


    Appearances


    The Bad Book (2004)


    The Very Bad Book (2010)
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    Bad Mummy is a terrible parent who gives her child permission to do dreadfully dangerous things such as run across a very busy six-lane highway, feed a very hungry lion and jump into an active volcano. It should be pointed out that the mother is bad because she says 'Yes' when she should be saying a very firm 'No!'


    The story behind the character


    One day I came home and my daughter was sitting on the kitchen floor playing with a knife. I asked my wife why she was letting her play with such a dangerous object and she said, 'Because she wanted to.' No harm came to our daughter and I began thinking about how cool it would be to have a mother who says 'Yes' to everything you ask her permission for . . . well, unless you ask for permission to run across a busy six-lane highway . . .


    Favourite bit


    Boy: Mummy, can I run across this very busy six-lane highway with my eyes shut?


    Bad Mummy: Well, I don't know.


    Boy: Please?


    Bad Mummy: Hmmm . . .


    Boy: Pretty please?


    Bad Mummy: All right, but be careful.


    Appearances


    The Bad Book (2004)


    The Very Bad Book (2010)

  


  
    
      
        
          	
            'Balloons of doom'

          
        

      
    


    
      
        
          	
            
              [image: Balloons of doom]

            


            
              
                
                  	
                    Category:

                  

                  	
                    Short story

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Published in:

                  

                  	
                    Just Shocking!

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Year of publication:

                  

                  	
                    2007

                  
                

              
            

          
        

      
    


    This is a choose-your-own balloon-blowing adventure in which you, the reader, assume the role of Andy and have to blow up 15 pink balloons for your sister Jen's birthday without dying in 15 highly unlikely and outlandish balloon-blowing-related accidents.


    This story is a companion piece to 'Cake of doom' in Just Disgusting! and 'Sleepover of doom' in Just Doomed!


    The story behind the story


    Andy Griffiths has always enjoyed annoying people with balloons by blowing them up and letting them go or simply making an annoying squealing noise by pinching the neck of an exhaling balloon.
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    The banana-enlarger, invented by Terry in the secret underground laboratory of the 13-storey treehouse, is capable of expanding bananas up to 200 times their normal size. This process also intensifies their flavour by the same ratio, but caution should be exercised as these giant, extra-flavoursome bananas can attract unwanted visitors to your treehouse, i.e. giant gorillas. If necessary, the banana-enlarger can also be reversed and used to shrink stuff, such as giant bananas and sea-monsters.
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    To peel or not to peel? That is the question. Andy needs to remove a Band-Aid from his face to look good for the school photos, but he can't decide whether it will hurt less to peel it off quickly or ease it off slowly. But, after three pages of swearing, he decides peeling is not the solution and comes up with the idea of using the vacuum cleaner instead.


    The story behind the story


    


    I have a Band-Aid on my finger in my Grade One school photo and whenever I look at the photo I wish I'd thought to remove the Band-Aid before the picture was taken. This led me to wonder how much worse I would have felt if the Band-Aid were on my face and then I thought what's the worst thing that could have happened if I had tried to remove that Band-Aid?


    Favourite bit


    To peel or not to peel?


    That is the question.


    Or is it?


    There must be a better way than peeling.


    Peeling sucks.


    It really sucks.


    Sucks?


    Sucks!


    That's it!


    Sucking is the answer!


    I can use our new vacuum cleaner to suck this stupid Band-Aid off!
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    Barky the Barking Dog is the star of The Barky the Barking Dog Show, which features Barky barking at a bird, a flower, the rising sun, the setting sun, the night, a tree, a butterfly and a hole, which he then falls into. 'Barky' is Terry's favourite TV show, whereas Andy considers it the world's dumbest TV show.


    See also


    Buzzy the Buzzing Fly
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    Posing as a radio DJ, Andy attempts to convince a classmate that he has won $500 in an on-air competition. Things go wrong, however, when Andy discovers just how badly the boy's family needs the money.


    The story behind the story


    Some friends played this trick on me once and I honestly thought I'd won a holiday in Queensland. When my friends rang me back to tell me it was a trick I wouldn't believe them because the trick had been so convincing—they'd even used the music and bomb sound-effect from the actual radio competition.


    Favourite bit


    Mum listens to the radio non-stop. It's always going in the kitchen. Wouldn't be so bad if she listened to something good, like Triple J, but she prefers the golden-oldie station Triple B. The B stands for Boredom. Talk about sad music. It's so sad and boring they have to run competitions all the time to bribe people to listen to it.
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    This is a list of Andy Griffiths' books in print, in chronological order:


    Just Tricking! (1997)


    Just Annoying! (1998)


    Just Stupid! (1999)


    Just Crazy! (2000)


    The Day My Bum Went Psycho (2001)


    Just Disgusting! (2002)


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    The Bad Book (2004)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)


    The Cat on the Mat is Flat (2006)


    What Bumosaur is That? (2007)


    Just Shocking! (2007)


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    The Big Fat Cow That Goes Kapow (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Just Macbeth! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)


    The Very Bad Book (2010)


    What Body Part is That? (2011)


    The 13-Storey Treehouse (2011)


    Just Doomed! (2012)


    The 26-Storey Treehouse (2012)
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    The Big Fat Cow That Goes Kapow is a collection of ten nonsense stories told in rhyme.


    
      	'Big fat cows': A young boy and a dog are caught in a downpour of big fat cows (including cows in boats, cows in suits and big fat cows in cowboy boots), which culminates in an exploding cow (5, 4, 3, 2, 1 . . . KAPOW!).


      	'Noel the mole': Noel the mole lives in a hole, eats black coal and plays rock-and-roll.


      	'Klaus the mouse': Klaus is a very large mouse who is not happy with his very small house.


      	'Willy the worm': The sad tale of Willy the worm, who doesn't do very well at squirm school (he's a bad learner who is wiggly on the straight and a terrible turner).


      	'Keith, Ed and Daisy': The story of three siblings with unusual habits of dress: Keith wears three coats (one on top and two underneath), Ed wears five hats on top of his head, and their sister, Daisy, shares her one dress with her best friend, Maisie.


      	'Lumpy-head Fred': Fred sleeps at the top of a 100-decker bed. Unfortunately, Fred is a restless sleeper who often falls out of bed (hence his lumpy bumpy head).


      	'Brave Dave': The story of Dave who is very brave during the day, but not quite so courageous at night.


      	'Ruth's super scooter': This is the story of Ruth, a quite annoying girl who rides around on her scooter tooting its super-loud hooter.


      	'Mike's bike': Mike, riding a bike with a very big spike, chases the young boy and the dog through a series of bizarre landscapes.


      	'Somewhere less spiky': In their desire to escape Mike and his big spiky bike, the boy and the dog travel to a series of strange lands, only to finally arrive in one in which it rains big fat cows, including the one that goes KAPOW!

    


    The story behind the book


    I tried to write The Cat on the Mat is Flat as a book that my daughter, who was learning to read at the time, would be able to read all by herself. Although I used lots of simple words, I did get a bit carried away with the tongue-twistery nature of the rhymes and it proved to be a little too hard for her to read without assistance. The Big Fat Cow that Goes Kapow was my attempt at writing an even simpler book that reduced the word count to its absolute minimum while still drawing the reader forward.
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    A young boy and a dog are caught in a downpour of big fat cows (including cows in boats, cows in suits and big fat cows in cowboy boots), which culminates in an exploding cow (5, 4, 3, 2, 1 . . . KAPOW!).


    The story behind the story


    While trying to write a follow up to The Cat on the Mat is Flat, I asked Terry what things he liked to draw most. He replied that he loved to draw toasters and cows. I tried to write a rhyming story featuring toasters but I didn't get very far. Meanwhile Terry had produced a lovely collection of images of cows doing various non-cow-like things and when I realised that cow rhymes with KAPOW I knew we had the title for both a story and a whole new book.


    Favourite bit


    Cows in boats. Cow in suits. Big fat cows in cowboy boots!

  


  
    
      
        
          	
            'Bill and Phil and the very big hill'

          
        

      
    


    
      
        
          	
            
              [image: Bill and Phil and the very big hill]

            


            
              
                
                  	
                    Category:

                  

                  	
                    Rhyming story

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Published in:

                  

                  	
                    The Cat on the Mat is Flat

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Year of publication:

                  

                  	
                    2006

                  
                

              
            

          
        

      
    


    Two friends, Bill and Phil, climb up a very big hill and then, when they get to the top, Bill dares Phil to roll down the hill and Bill says that he'll do it if Phil will and Phil says he'll do it if Bill will and so they roll down the hill and both end up in a puddle of smelly pig swill . . . but this doesn't stop them from doing it again . . . and again . . . and again . . .


    The story behind the story


    There is no story behind this story. It's just a really stupid story.


    Favourite bit


    'Help!' said Bill.


    'I'm feeling ill!'


    'Me too,' said Phil.


    'It's a VERY big hill!'
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    Knowing that his sister Jen is scared of monsters under the bed, Andy hides under his sister Jen's bed and lies in wait, ready to grab her ankle. However, when she unexpectedly comes in with her boyfriend, Craig Bennett, and they both sit on the bed, Andy is the one feeling distinctly uncomfortable. And then a spider starts crawling towards him . . .


    The story behind the story


    Sometimes ideas for stories come from my own life and sometimes from those of people around me. This story was based on an incident from my wife's childhood. She was always frightened of the monsters she imagined lived under her bed and, knowing this, her older brother (after telling her some scary bedtime ghost stories) hid under her bed one night. Just as she was drifting off to sleep, he reached up and GRABBED her on the arm.


    Favourite bit


    'It's the bogeyman!' screams Jen. 'He's under the bed!'


    Craig's face appears beside me.


    'BogeyBOY more like,' he says. 'It's your stupid little brother.'
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    Tormented by a couple of bullies, Andy decides to make himself look tougher than he really is by wearing a fake tattoo. His plan succeeds only too well—to the point where he begins bullying the bullies. When they realise his tattoo is fake he finds himself in even worse trouble than before.


    The story behind the story



    I was always fascinated by tattoos and used to love covering my arms and legs in the fake tattoos I got from bubblegum packets and imagining that I was much tougher than I really was.


    Favourite bit


    I put the glass up to my lips.


    'Oh, there's just one thing,' says Leech. 'Hope you don't mind, but we couldn't find any chocolate syrup.'


    I'm starting to sweat.


    'That's okay,' I say, trying to keep cool. 'What did you use instead?'


    'Slugs,' says Leech. 'Now drink up.'
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    Bradley is a first grade student who gets the better of Andy when Andy is sent down to the junior grade as punishment for misbehaving and being immature in class. During the class recital of the alphabet, Andy corrects Bradley for mistaking the letters 'L-M-N-O-P' as 'ENNEL-MENNEL-BEE'. But Bradley doesn't take the correction kindly. He calls Andy a dum-dum and attacks him, but it's Andy who ends up getting the blame. Bradley continues to needle and goad Andy, getting him into more and more trouble as the day goes on.


    The story behind the character


    When singing the alphabet as a child, I used to think the letters 'L-M-N-O-P' were a single letter, 'ENNEL-MENNEL-BEE'.
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    The story of Brave Dave who, despite being brave enough to stand underneath a falling skyscraper and prop it up with just one hand, catch a crashing jumbo jet and punch man-eating sharks in the nose during the day, is scared of the dark.
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    Formerly known as the Black Forest, this once healthy and thriving forest is now dead and brown and full of stinkbogs due to the presence of the Great Unwiped Bum, Stenchgantor.
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    Andy REALLY, REALLY, REALLY hates brussel sprouts, so when his mother serves him five with his dinner he is understandably horrified. But he has to get rid of them if he wants dessert, and he REALLY, REALLY, REALLY wants dessert. He tries to get rid of them in a variety of creative and increasingly desperate ways, including feeding one to the dog, sneezing one into his handkerchief, and even shoving one down his underpants but, then, after exhausting all his options, he is forced into the most desperate act of all—getting rid of a brussel sprout by eating it!


    The story behind the story


    As a child I wasn't fond of brussel sprouts, but it was cauliflower I REALLY, REALLY, REALLY hated. As an adult I now love both these vegetables. Life can be quite weird like that.


    Favourite bit


    'Swallow the sprout,' says Dad. 'THEN you can go to the toilet. That's the deal.'


    'What kind of deal is that?' I say. 'I eat a sprout and I'm rewarded with a trip to the toilet? Your deals are getting worse. I'm going to get myself a lawyer.'


    'You don't need a lawyer,' says Jen. 'You need a psychiatrist!'


    'He'll need a doctor if he doesn't sit down and eat that brussel sprout,' says Dad.


    'Was that a threat?' I say, green spit flying out of my mouth. 'I'm going to ring my lawyer.'
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    The B-team is a crack bum-fighting unit made up of the Kicker, the Kisser and the Smacker.


    Appearances


    The Day My Bum Went Psycho (2001)


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)
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    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict is the third book in the Bum trilogy.


    After being sucked into a deadly brown hole at the end of Zombie Bums from Uranus, the Great White Bum is taken 65 million years back in time to when bumosaurs ruled the Earth, before their obliteration by a giant arseteroid. The Great White Bum, however, wastes no time in using the brown hole as a portal through which to send other Great White Bumosaurs forward in time to the present-day Earth to re-establish the dominance of bums over all other species, including humans and their bums.


    Aided by Robobum—the inventor Ned Smelly's brilliant bum-fighting time-travel machine that looks like a Great White Bum—Eleanor Sterne, Zack Freeman and Zack's bum travel back in time with Ned to prevent the Great White Bum from carrying out its stinkabolical plan.


    Note


    The book was retitled Butt Wars: The Final Conflict in the United States.
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    Major advances in bumolution during the Crapozoic era saw the rise of the first vertebutts (bum life forms with internal skeletons). During the Ordungocian (500–435 million years ago) the first bumfish appeared and soon bumvolved into an astonishing variety of forms that quickly came to dominate the prehistoric seas.


    Types of bumfish


    Brown-blopedo fish


    Colonacanth


    Bumray


    Stinkleosteus


    Bum-head shark


    Deep-sea bum-dangler
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    While a few bumosaurs may have survived the mass exstinktion at the end of the Crapaceous period, the relative absence of bumosaurs created opportunities for the bumolution of prehistoric bummals, which led to the development of Bumanderthals and their descendants, the earliest bum-men (also known as humans).


    Types of bummals


    Loch Ness Bum-monster


    Disgustagong


    Great woolly butthead


    Sabre-toothed bum


    Abuminable poo-man


    Bumanderthal

  


  
    
      
        
          	
            Bumornithids

          
        

      
    


    
      
        
          	
            
              [image: Bumornithids]

            


            
              
                
                  	
                    Category:

                  

                  	
                    Life forms

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Appear in:

                  

                  	
                    What Bumosaur is That?

                  
                

              
            

          
        

      
    


    As competition on the land became ever keener some of the bumosaurs began to take advantage of the thrusting power of their gas emissions and launched themselves into the air. Others supplemented their gas power with large saggy flaps of skin, which they used as primitive wings, and gradually learned to master controlled flight.


    Types of bumornithids


    Bumadactyl


    Arseyopteryx


    Fartosaurus


    Flushasaurus rex


    Pteranobum


    Underpantsosaurus


    High-speed mini bumosaurus
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    The Messozoic era saw the rise of some of the most well known, most aggressive and most stupid members of the bumosaur family.


    Types of bumosaurs


    Poopasaur


    Toiletrollasaurus


    Badlydrawn bumosaurus


    Bum-headed idiotasaurus


    Very rare long-necked long-legged short-tailed stupid-looking tiny bum-headed droopy-eyed idiotasaurus


    Bum-eyed bumosaurus


    Bumontopimus


    Diarrhoeasaurus


    Itchybumosaurus


    Frill-necked cyclopootops


    Skullbuttosaurus


    Sparebumosaurus


    Stink Kong


    Toiletbrushasaurus


    Tricerabutt


    Tyrannosore-arse rex


    Bigarseosaurus


    Gigantarsesaurus


    Great white bumosaurus


    Microbumosaurus


    Stenchgantosaurus
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    Around 400 million years ago, using their fins as primitive limbs, some of the more adventurous bumfish crawled onto land to take up residence in the abundant swamps and bogs of the Crapozoic era. The descendants of these brave pooineers bumvolved into the first bumphibians and stenchtiles.


    Types of bumphibians and stenchtiles


    Bumskipper


    Bogasaurus


    Bumetrodon


    Poopigator


    Scatosaurus


    Turdle


    Bumaconstrictor
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    Beginning with Zack Freeman's desperate attempt to recover his runaway bum in The Day My Bum Went Psycho, The Bum trilogy's epic canvas ranges from present day Earth through to the edge of the solar system in Zombie Bums from Uranus and then back 65 million years into the past when Bumosaurs ruled the planet in Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict. What the Bum trilogy lacks in good taste, it more than makes up for in ambition and sheer insanity.


    The Bum trilogy comprises:


    The Day My Bum Went Psycho (2001)


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)


    The Day My Bum Went Psycho


    Zack Freeman discovers that his runaway bum is part of a revolutionary group of bums intent on taking over the world. While trying to capture his wayward bum, Zack is unwillingly drawn into the world of bum-fighting, where he meets a crack bum-fighting unit, the B-team (made up of the Kisser, the Smacker and the Kicker), and Eleanor Sterne, daughter of a legendary bum hunter, Silas Sterne. Together they take on the most evil bum of them all—the Great White Bum.


    Zombie Bums from Uranus


    Zack and the B-team, as well as a veteran team of bum-fighters, battle an invasion of zombie bums from Uranus. This attack of zombie bums is the result of the Great White Bum being propelled into space by a massive explosion at the end of the previous book. The Great White Bum has landed on Uranus and reanimated the previously dead inhabitants, thus making them zombies, and is now using this army of zombie bums to attack Earth.


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict


    Zack and Eleanor travel back in time in Ned Smelly's time-travel contraption (Robobum) to when prehistoric bumosaurs ruled the Earth in an attempt to stop the Great White Bum from using the brown hole as a portal through which to send other Great White Bumosaurs forward in time to the present-day Earth to re-establish the dominance of bums over all other species, including humans.


    See also


    What Bumosaur is That? (2007)
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    Andy's urgent quest to find a toilet in a multi-level shopping centre is hampered by many things and people, including an aggressive old man with a walking frame, a store manager insisting Andy re-stack the cans he knocked over in his haste, toilets that are closed for cleaning, a very confusing map, a poor sense of direction, an unhelpful hippy and getting his shoelace caught in an escalator.


    The story behind the story


    This is based on a frustrating hunt I once had for a toilet in a multi-level shopping centre, plus an incident I experienced as a child where I dreamed I was going to the toilet and woke up to find I had wet the bed.


    Favourite bit


    'Level four?' I say. 'There's no such level!'


    'Hey, man,' says the hippie, 'open your mind. There are many levels. More levels than you ever dreamed of.'


    'Are you insane?' I say.


    'Relax,' he says. 'Take it easy.'


    'I can't!' I yell. 'I'm busting! I've got to get to a toilet! Quick!'


    'No man, you're missing the point,' he says. 'The destination's not important. The journey is where it's at.'


    'Not when you're busting it's not,' I say.
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    Buzzy the Buzzing Fly is the star of The Buzzy the Buzzing Fly Show. Unfortunately, we don't get to actually see Buzzy the Buzzing Fly in action due to the fact that the 13-storey treehouse television falls—well, is thrown—out of the tree before the program actually starts. The probability is high, however, that The Buzzy the Buzzing Fly Show would have been every bit as bone-numbingly boring as The Barky the Barking Dog Show.


    See also


    Barky the Barking Dog
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    This is a choose-your-own cake-baking adventure in which you, the reader, assume the role of Andy and have to bake a cake for your mum for Mother's Day without dying in 12 cake-baking-related incidents.


    The story behind the story


    I wanted to write a choose-your-own-adventure story that broke the rules of choose-your-own-adventure stories by having every option lead to a gruesome death. The mock choose-your-own format proved to be very popular and led to follow-up stories, 'Balloons of doom' in Just Shocking! and 'Sleepover of doom' in Just Doomed!


    Favourite bit


    You look at the ingredients on the bench. Uh-oh. Instead of using icing sugar to ice the cake you accidentally used the rat poison and now your whole family is dead.


    'Oh well,' you say, trying to look on the bright side, 'at least I'M still alive.'


    But then the door bursts open and the police come in. They arrest you, take you back to the station and charge you with murder by cake. And then you're tried and found guilty, and although Australia no longer has a death penalty, they bring it back especially for you and you are hanged by the neck until you are dead. You die.
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    A terrifying pirate who became even more terrifying when he was forced to wear a wooden head after his real head is bitten off by his nemesis, Gorgonzola—the largest and stinkiest fish in the ocean.
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    The Cat on the Mat is Flat is a collection of nine nonsense stories told in rhyme.


    
      	'The cat, the mat, the rat and the baseball bat': A cat chases a rat around a mat until the rat gets so fed up that it grabs a baseball bat and puts a stop to the chasing once and for all.


      	'Ed and Ted and Ted's dog Fred': Ed and Ted live in a shed with Ted's dog Fred who, unfortunately, does not like Ed. One day Fred bites Ed and Ed leaves the shed vowing never to return. Ted chases after Ed in a sled pulled by Fred in an attempt to convince Ed to return to the shed.


      	'Pinky Ponky the shonky, wonky, bonky donkey' : The tale of an unfortunate donkey with a shonky tail, a wonky leg and a bonky brain.


      	'Frog on a log in a bog': A frog on a jet-rocket log races a dog on a jet-rocket cog around a bog to the dismay of a hog.


      	'Harry Black, the sack, the snack and a sneaky snack-stealing yak called Jack': A sneaky yak called Jack steals the snack out of sack belonging to a man called Harry Black. Alas! Alack!


      	'Duck in a truck in the muck': When Chuck the Duck's ice-cream truck becomes stuck in muck, he is helped out of his predicament by his good friend Buck who, luckily, owns a muck-sucking truck.


      	'Unlucky Lou, a kind kangaroo, a hole in a shoe and some extra-super-fast-sticking super-roo-glue': When Unlucky Lou discovers a hole in her shoe, she fixes it with some super-roo-glue given to her by a kind kangaroo. Unfortunately for Lou, she spills the glue and falls into it too.


      	'Bill and Phil and the very big hill': Two very silly men, Bill and Phil, climb to the top of a very big hill and then dare each other to roll down it.


      	'Andy G, Terry D, the brave tea-lady and the evil bee': Andy G, Terry D and a tea-lady are chased by an angry bee and seek refuge in a very tall tree.
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    A cat chases a rat around a mat until the rat gets so fed up that it grabs a baseball bat and puts a stop to the chasing once and for all.


    The story behind the story


    Inspired by the rhyming nonsense story 'Ed and Ted and Ted's bad dog Fred' in The Bad Book I wanted to create more stories featuring rhyming words with the same sound. It's a challenge to write these sorts of stories but because you have so few words to work with you are forced to be extremely creative—or extremely silly. It's also a lot of fun.


    Favourite bit


    The rat did not like


    being chased by the cat,


    and after three laps


    around the mat


    the rat said,


    'That's enough of that!'


    And it went


    and got . . .


    a BASEBALL BAT.
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    Chomp is a pit bull terrier that belongs to Mr Constrictor, the principal of Northwest West Academy. Chomp is his school's mascot and has been trained to attack and eat bananas—and people in banana suits—on sight.
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    Andy Griffiths has written three choose-your-own-adventure stories: 'Cake of doom' in Just Disgusting!, 'Balloons of doom' in Just Shocking! and 'Sleepover of doom' in Just Doomed! In these stories the reader has to choose between two actions at the end of each section, one of which is always fatal, leading up to an ultimate choice between two possible outcomes, both of which are fatal.


    The story behind the stories


    I never played this game as a child, but when someone described it to me I thought it sounded like just the sort of stupid game Andy and Danny would play.


    Favourite bit


    I take a marshmallow from the bowl and put it in my mouth.


    'One Chubby Bubby,' I say.


    Danny looks me in the eye and smiles. He takes two marshmallows from the bowl and puts them both in his mouth.


    'Two Chubby Bubbies,' he says.


    It's on.
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    Andy is trying to impress Lisa Mackney at her birthday party by being very mature, but then Danny challenges him to a game of Chubby Bubbies—a contest to see who can shove the most marshmallows into their mouth—and Andy is powerless to resist.


    The story behind the story


    Andy Griffiths never played this game as a child, but when someone described it to him he thought it sounded like just the sort of stupid game Andy and Danny would play.
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    Your heart and lungs are the very heart and lungs of your body. The seventh section of What Body Part is That? explains everything there is to know about the heart and lungs including how to breathe, handy ways to check whether or not you are dead, and the little known but quite important differences between capillaries and caterpillars.


    Contents


    Heart


    Blood


    Arteries


    Veins


    Capillaries


    Trachea


    Lungs
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    Clive Durkin is the least enthusiastic student in Henry McThrottle's class, and he is also the moronic younger brother of Northwest Southeast Central School's biggest bully, Fred Durkin. Clive is prone to threatening others by saying, 'I'm going to tell my brother you said that.'


    Appearances


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)
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    Andy and his parents are having dinner at the home of Mr and Mrs Bainbridge. Mr Bainbridge is Andy's dad's boss and Andy is under strict instructions to behave sensibly or he'll receive no pocket money for a month. This shouldn't be a problem, except Andy spots a dead cockroach in the salad and tries to remove it discreetly, to save anyone being embarrassed (and him being blamed). But when it turns out that the cockroach is, in fact, not dead, but very much alive and runs up Andy's sleeve, behaving sensibly becomes more and more difficult.


    The story behind the story


    This is not based on an actual incident, just my dread of cockroaches. I'm not fond of real insects but I do have quite an impressive collection of plastic and rubber ones.


    Favourite bit


    All I know is, there's a cockroach in the salad, and it probably wasn't put there on purpose. Unless Mr and Mrs Bainbridge eat cockroaches, which seems unlikely. I mean, Mr Bainbridge must get paid more than Dad, and WE don't have to eat cockroaches.


    Nude note


    The story is the first of those that finish with Andy naked in front of Mr and Mrs Bainbridge. Other stories in this mini-series are: 'In the shower with Andy' (Just Annoying!), 'Runaway pram' (Just Stupid!), 'Mudmen' (Just Crazy!) and 'Just nude' (Just Doomed!).
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    Andy is annoying his sister, Jen, by copying everything she says and does, so when she gets dressed up and heads off to the school dance, he does too. His annoying prank backfires on him, however, when Craig Bennett (the boy Jen has a crush on) develops a crush on Andy!


    The story behind the story


    One of the simplest and most effective ways to annoy somebody is to copy everything they do and say. I used to do this to my sisters, although I never dressed up in their clothes.


    Favourite bit


    I guess you've probably never had the experience of standing in front of the whole school in your sister's bra and your Action Man undies.


    If you have, then I feel very sorry for you. If you haven't, then I don't recommend it.
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    Craig Bennett is the boyfriend of Andy's sister, Jen. Craig doesn't like Andy and Andy doesn't like Craig. This probably goes back to their first encounter at the school dance ('Copycat from Ballarat'), when Craig discovers to his distress that the 'girl' he has fallen in love with is actually Andy in a dress!


    Appearances


    'Copycat from Ballarat' (Just Annoying!)


    'Bogeyboy' (Just Stupid!)
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    Before the school fete, Andy decides to go for a joy flight by tying large bunches of balloons to his backpack. It seems like quite a good idea, until Danny lets go of the rope and Andy finds himself floating away.


    The story behind the story


    This is based on the true story of Lawrence Walters from California, who, in 1982, attached helium balloons to a deckchair and rose to an altitude of over 4,600 metres. His plan was to shoot the balloons with a pellet gun so he could come back down again, but he dropped his gun. It struck me as just the gloriously stupid sort of thing that Andy might get involved in.


    Favourite bit


    That's the trouble with school. They don't teach you anything useful. There should be a subject called, 'What to do if you find yourself floating about twenty metres above the ground with no pants on and four large weather balloons attached to your backpack'. Or, even better, they could deal with this and many other situations by lumping them together under one subject called, 'Crazy, bad, dumb, bad, bad, dum, crazy, bad ideas'. Now that would be useful.


    Related stories


    'Runaway pram' (Just Stupid!)


    'Balloons of doom' (Just Shocking!)
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    The Crazy Test features on the back cover of Just Crazy! (2000).


    Is this the right book for you? Take the Crazy Test and find out.


    
      	Do you bounce so high on your bed that you hit your head on the ceiling?


      	Do you ever look in the mirror and see a crazy maniac staring back at you?


      	Do you like to read stories about kittens, puppies and ponies getting mashed and pulverised?


      	Do you sometimes get the urge to take your clothes off and cover yourself in mud?


      	Do you often waste your time taking crazy tests like this one?

    


    Score: one point for each 'yes' answer.


    3–5 — You are completely crazy. You will love this book.


    1–2 — You are not completely crazy, but you're not far off it. You will love this book.


    0 — You are so crazy you don't even realise you're crazy. You will love this book.


    See also


    The Annoying Test


    The Disgusting Test


    The Doomed Test


    The Macbeth Test


    The Shocking Test


    The Stupid Test


    The Tricking Test
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    Damien is the bad imaginary friend Andy invents to scare off the goody-two shoes imaginary friend, Fred, he had previously invented to get out of having to take part in the school sports day.
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    Danny is Andy's best friend. He is a very stupid boy (according to Andy) who can be tricked into believing lollies can make you invisible, who threatens the world when he creates a giant slug, and who often accidentally thrusts Andy into dangerous situations by letting go of prams and ropes.


    The story behind the character


    Danny Pickett was my best friend in primary school. The real-life Danny was—and is—full of fun and mischief and was often getting into trouble. In the stories Andy makes him out to be quite dumb in order to exaggerate his own supposed cleverness. But Andy is not quite as clever and smart as he likes to think he is and is an extremely unreliable narrator. Danny is now a landscape gardener and father of two boys, who delight in reading about their dad's 'dumb' childhood exploits.


    Appearances


    'Tell ya mum I saved ya!' (Just Tricking!)


    'Beat the bomb!' (Just Tricking!)


    'Invisipills' (Just Tricking!)


    'Copycat from Ballarat' (Just Annoying!)


    'Murder, bloody murder!' (Just Annoying!)


    'The last Jaffa' (Just Annoying!)


    'Expel me!' (Just Stupid!)


    'Runaway pram' (Just Stupid!)


    'Food fight' (Just Stupid!)


    'Who am I?' (Just Stupid!)


    'Dum-dum' (Just Stupid!)


    'Chubby Bubbies' (Just Stupid!)


    'The dog ate it' (Just Crazy!)


    'A crazy, bad, dumb, bad, bad, dumb, crazy, bad idea' (Just Crazy!)


    'Pinch' (Just Crazy!)


    'Kittens, puppies and ponies' (Just Crazy!)


    'Fun with a fire hose' (Just Shocking!)


    'Balloons of doom' (Just Shocking!)


    'Unfunniest home video' (Just Shocking!)


    '101 really dangerous things' (Just Shocking!)


    'Why I love Choco-pops in fifty words or less' (Just Shocking!)


    'Lemonade roulette' (Just Shocking!)


    'Fun with a monster truck' (Just Shocking!)


    Just Macbeth!


    'Lick' (Just Doomed!)


    'Sleepover of doom' (Just Doomed!)


    'I hate Jeremy Smart' (Just Doomed!)


    'All the things I learned on the museum excursion last Tuesday' (Just Doomed!)


    'Romeo and Juliet and Danny and Lisa and me: A diary of doomed love' (Just Doomed!)


    'Andy's Action-Packed Maths Program!!!™' (Just Doomed!)
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    David Worthy is a class captain of 5B at Northwest Southeast Central School (David shares the captaincy with Fiona McBrain). David is very fond of rules and is never happier than when quoting from the school handbook.


    Appearances


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)
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    The Day My Bum Went Psycho is the first book in the Bum trilogy.


    Zack Freeman wakes one night to see his bum jump through the open bedroom window and run away. Zack follows his bum and discovers that it is part of a revolutionary group of bums intent on a worldwide revolution. The bums plan to 'rearrange' the human body so that the bums get the coveted spot on top of the neck and the heads have to take the place and do the work of the bums.


    While trying to capture his wayward bum, Zack is drawn into the world of bum-fighters and big-game bum hunters, where he meets a crack bum-fighting unit, the B-team, and Eleanor Sterne, daughter of a legendary bum hunter. Together they make a journey across the Great Windy Desert, during which they meet the brilliant inventor Ned Smelly, who helps them avoid methane madness; pass through the Brown Forest and fight Stenchgantor, the Great Unwiped Bum; and, as if all that wasn't already more than enough, sail across the Sea of Bums before descending into the heart of an explosive bumcano to confront the biggest, ugliest and meanest bum of them all: the Great White Bum.


    The story behind the story


    The title came to Andy Griffiths one day when he was making a list of the most outlandish, story titles he could think of. The title made him laugh and he began to wonder what might make a bum 'go psycho'. He wrote a short story in which a boy's bottom ran away and created chaos. Kids really liked it so he eventually self-published it as a pocket book, which he later expanded into a novel.
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    Obviously feeling extremely bored, Andy writes a play to be performed with the dead flies on his window sill. It is loosely based on 'Cinderella' but features a lot more puke and gratuitous disgustingness than the original. Deadflyella is forced to work herself to the exoskeleton brushing her deadflystepsisters' bristles, polishing their large compound eyes and powdering their proboscises. She is very upset that she can't go to the Deadflyprince's ball, but then her deadflygodmother appears and everything changes.


    Favourite bit


    DEADFLYGODMOTHER: Fear not, Deadflyella. You will go to that ball!


    DEADFLYELLA: What? Who are you?


    DEADFLYGODMOTHER: I am your deadflygodmother and I am here to grant your wish.


    DEADFLYELLA: To be a ballerina?


    DEADFLYGODMOTHER: Don't be ridiculous, child. Not that wish. Your other one. To go to the Deadflyprince's ball. Hurry, there isn't much time!


    DEADFLYELLA: I can't. Look at all the deadfly puke I haven't sucked up yet. And look at me . . . I'm covered in it!


    DEADFLYGODMOTHER: No problem . . . with my magic proboscis I'll have you ready in no time!
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    The Disgusting Test features on the back cover of Just Disgusting! (2002).


    Is this the right book for you? Take the Disgusting Test and find out.


    
      	Do you do any—or all—of the following: pick your nose, talk in burps or wee in swimming pools?


      	Do you ever wear the same undies two (or more) days in a row?


      	Do you wish you knew the most disgusting word in the world?


      	Do you think brussel sprouts are a delicious mouth-watering treat?


      	Do you like stories about disgusting things like dead flies, giant slugs and mysterious brown blobs?

    


    Score: one point for each 'yes' answer.


    3–5 — You are completely and utterly disgusting. You will love this book.


    1–2 — You are fairly disgusting. You will love this book.


    0 — You are a disgusting liar. You will love this book.


    See also


    The Annoying Test


    The Crazy Test


    The Doomed Test


    The Macbeth Test


    The Shocking Test


    The Stupid Test


    The Tricking Test
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    A fully functioning dodgem car rink with three super-charged hover-powered dodgem cars. Their crash-bumpers have been removed for louder and more spectacular collisions.
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    When Andy's dog, Sooty, eats his homework, Andy realises he can't tell this to his teacher because it sounds like a made-up excuse. He decides he has no option but to try to make Sooty vomit it back up.


    The story behind the story


    'The dog ate it' was considered the lamest excuse for not doing your homework when I was at school, so I thought it would be funny to write a story where this really happens to Andy. I always love asking the question, 'What's the worst possible thing that could happen?' and then making it happen.


    Favourite bit


    Roseanne turns to Lisa.


    'Spying on a dog having a wee is kind of pathetic, don't you think?' she says.


    'No,' says Lisa. 'It's not kind of pathetic. It's DEFINITELY pathetic.'


    'No, you don't understand,' I say. 'I can explain.'


    'Yeah,' says Danny. 'We didn't want to watch him having a wee. We were hoping he was going to be sick.'


    Lisa and Roseanne look horrified.


    'That's even worse,' says Roseanne. 'Come on, Lisa, let's get away from these psychos.'


    See also


    'Kittens, puppies and ponies' (Just Crazy!)
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    The members of the Dog Poo family smell terrible, look like they came out of a dog's bottom and are destined to be stepped on.


    The story behind the story


    Although the characters look like dog poo, smell like dog poo and, in fact, are dog poo, the story is really just about the very ordinary everyday business of brothers and sisters fighting and telling on each other.


    Favourite bit


    Brother dog poo: You look like you came out of a dog's bottom!


    Sister dog poo: Mum! John said that I look like I came out of a dog's bottom!


    Mother dog poo: Well, you did, Betty. We all did. We're the Dog Poo family, remember?


    Sister dog poo: Oh yeah, I forgot.


    All: Ha ha ha!
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    The Doomed Test features on the back cover of Just Doomed! (to be published in April 2012).


    Is this the right book for you? Take the Stupid Test and find out.


    YES/NO


    
      	Do you ignore health warnings and safety instructions whenever possible?


      	Do you ever play kiss chasey with girls (if you are a boy) or with boys (if you are a girl)?


      	Do you regularly engage in deadly battles with brothers, sisters and/or indestructible cyborg warriors?


      	Do you live on a planet that will one day be incinerated by an expanding star called the Sun?


      	Do you like fast-paced, high-action, high-body-count stories featuring mini-golf, lawn bowls and naked people in the nude?

    


    


    SCORE: One point for each 'yes' answer.


    3–5 — You are doomed. You will love this book.


    1–2 — You are doomed. You will love this book.


    0 — You are obviously confused because if you live on planet Earth—and I'm pretty sure you do—you should have answered YES to the fourth question. You are doomed. You will love this book.


    See also


    The Annoying Test


    The Crazy Test


    The Disgusting Test


    The Macbeth Test


    The Shocking Test


    The Stupid Test


    The Tricking Test
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    When Chuck the Duck's ice-cream truck becomes stuck in muck, he is helped out of his predicament by his good friend Buck who, luckily, owns a muck-sucking truck.


    The story behind the story


    There are many words that rhyme with 'uck' . . . I didn't use all of them.


    Favourite bit


    'You're in luck, Chuck,'


    said Buck the Duck.


    'I can get your truck unstuck.'


    I can suck up all the muck


    with the muck-sucker-upper


    on my muck-sucking truck!'
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    Andy is being immature in school, so his annoyed teacher sends him down to the younger classroom. Andy looks forward to spending the day cutting and pasting and colouring in, but the work turns out to be much harder than he expected and it starts to look like he might never return to his proper grade.


    The story behind the story


    This is based on something that happened to my wife, Jill, and a friend of hers who were caught talking in class. I thought it would be funny if it happened to Andy, especially if he had trouble doing the easy work in a younger grade.


    Favourite bit


    I feel like crying again. But this time I don't just feel like crying. I actually burst into tears.


    Mrs Baxter puts her arm around me.


    'You haven't got off to a very good start today, have you?' she says. 'Maybe you'll do better tomorrow.'


    'I won't be here tomorrow,' I say. 'I'm just here for the day.'


    Mrs Baxter looks concerned.


    'The day?' she says. 'Mr Dobson didn't say anything about this being just for the day. He said I was to keep you here until you were ready to go back up. And, quite frankly, Andy, I just don't think you are ready yet. In fact, I'm not sure how you got up there in the first place.'
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    Ed and Ted live in a shed with Ted's bad dog Fred who, unfortunately, does not like Ed. One day Fred bites Ed and Ed leaves the shed vowing never to return. Ted chases after Ed in a sled pulled by Fred in an attempt to convince Ed to return to the shed but they all smash into each other and end up dead.


    The story behind the story


    When Terry and I were writing The Bad Book I was trying to think of all the ways it was possible to write bad stories badly. I hit on the idea of writing a rhyming story that only rhymed with the same sound: 'ed'. Before I knew it I had three characters, Ed, Ted and Fred, and the story seemed to begin writing itself, driven entirely by the fact that I could use only words that rhymed with 'ed', culminating in the word, 'dead' which seemed like a very bad ending and entirely fitting for a story in The Bad Book.


    Favourite bit


    Ted and Fred smashed into Ed.


    Poor Ted and Fred!


    They got dead.


    Ed hurt his head.


    His head bled.


    It bled and bled and bled and bled. His blood was red.


    Note


    This story has a predictably sad ending, whereas the revised version in The Cat on the Mat is Flat—'Ed and Ted and Ted's dog Fred'— has a happy ending.
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    Ed and Ted live in a shed with Ted's bad dog Fred who, unfortunately, does not like Ed. One day Fred bites Ed and Ed leaves the shed vowing never to return. Ted chases after Ed in a sled pulled by Fred in an attempt to convince Ed to return to the shed but they plummet over a cliff into the ocean, get swallowed by a whale and then blown out of the top of his head and saved by Ed who turns his handkerchief into a parachute, which allows them to get safely back to the ground.


    The story behind the story


    'Ed and Ted and Ted's bad dog Fred' first appeared in The Bad Book with a different ending in which they all ended up dead. After the book was published Terry and I began wondering if it would be possible to write a version with a happy ending suitable for younger readers. It turned out that it was indeed possible and we began work on the single-sound rhyming stories that became, The Cat on the Mat is Flat.


    Favourite bit


    'Thank you, thank you, Ed!' said Ted.


    'Thanks to you we are not dead!'


    'Woof! Woof! Woof!' said Ted's dog Fred


    as he jumped up and LICKED Ed's head.


    Ed hugged Fred!


    Fred hugged Ed!


    Ted hugged Fred!


    Fred hugged Ted!


    Ed hugged Ted!


    Ted hugged Ed!


    And they all lived happily ever after . . . in their shed.


    Note



    This rhyming story was originally written for The Bad Book and had a predictably sad ending.
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    Eleanor is a formidable bum-fighter, dedicated to destroying the Great White Bum after it killed her mother in a surprise attack on a family picnic when Eleanor was only five. Her father is legendary bum hunter Silas Sterne.


    Appearances


    The Day My Bum Went Psycho (2001)


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)
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    Andy is on a plane on the way to visit his grandparents. He wants the seats in his row all to himself, so when an old lady sits down next to him he tries to get her to move away by pretending to be sick and then pretending to eat his own vomit.


    The story behind the story


    I used to soak the labels off jars of corn relish and then put on my own labels that read 'Andy's Own Vomit'. I also made a label for the back with instructions for how to use it to get a day off school by tipping it all over the floor and telling your parents that you'd been sick. I would then give the jars as presents or put them in people's fridges without telling them. It was amazing how many people were fooled by the realistic labels into thinking it was a real product.


    Favourite bit


    I load up my spoon again, and this time I splatter spew relish all over my face. I rub it into my eyes, my cheeks, my ears.


    'I reckon it's just a great all-round beauty cream,' I say. 'Do you find that gross?'


    The old lady just looks on, a slight smile on her face.


    'No,' she says calmly. 'In fact, I'd love to try some of this amazing food that doubles as a beauty cream. What do you call it?'
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    It's the first day back at school and after experiencing the freedom of the holidays Andy is not prepared to settle back into school life. He is determined to get himself expelled, but none of his calculated attempts at bad behaviour have any effect on his new teacher, Ms Livingstone, a well-travelled adventurer, who is not easily shocked or annoyed.


    The story behind the story


    My best friend Danny Pickett tried to get kicked out of German class in high school by having someone pretend to punch him in the face while he bit down on a blood capsule. In the same class, another boy—while on the way to pick up his pea-shooter—tripped over the power cord of the slide projector and brought it crashing to the ground.


    Favourite bit


    'In some cultures it is considered offensive not to burp after a meal,' says Ms Livingstone. 'It's a dire insult to the host. Once, when I was travelling in Saudi Arabia I was invited to dine with Sheik Achmed Ben Bala. It was a magnificent feast but afterwards I was almost put to death because I was unable to show my appreciation by burping.'


    The class gasps.


    'It wasn't until he had the scimitar at my throat,' she continues, 'that I was able to reach deep inside myself and produce the burp that saved my life. After three months in Saudi Arabia I became quite an expert.'


    She gulps some air and lets forth with the most earsplitting burp I've ever heard. It's even louder than one of Danny's.
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    This is a picture-book story about life, the universe and everything (with a lot of exploding pretty pink butterflies).


    The story behind the story


    After The Bad Book was published, I was talking to a group of children and parents and a mother said to me, 'Are you going to write an even badder book next?' I replied, 'No I'm going to write a nice one about pretty pink butterflies.' The children were horrified as I started to tell a sickly sweet tale about butterflies, until I started to make them explode, and then the children cheered. It became a running joke that eventually demanded to be written as a story.


    Favourite bit


    One day a pretty pink butterfly was fluttering in a sunny meadow with lots of other pretty pink butterflies. A beautiful little bluebird sang sweetly in the willow tree. Fluffy white lambs frolicked in the soft green grass. Then, all of a sudden, the pretty pink butterfly exploded. Then another pretty pink butterfly exploded. Then all the pretty pink butterflies exploded. The bluebird exploded. The willow tree exploded. The fluffy white lambs stopped frolicking . . . and exploded.


    See also


    Explosions
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    Explosions are a recurring subject in Andy Griffiths' stories. There are exploding bums, pimples, planets and bumcanoes in the Bum trilogy; exploding pretty pink butterflies in 'The exploding butterfly story' (Just Shocking!); exploding cats, Santa, gluttons, dogs and goldfish bowls in The Bad Book and The Very Bad Book; exploding balloons in 'Balloons of doom' (Just Shocking!); and, of course, in The Big Fat Cow That Goes Kapow, a big fat cow that goes KAPOW!


    See also
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    Robots


    Time travel
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    Hot on the heels of the bumphibians, sea-dwelling invertebutts rapidly bumvolved their own creeping, crawling, flying and farting armies to invade the land.


    Types of farthropods and stinksects


    Bumipede


    Bumslug


    Bumsquito


    Giant mutant blowfly


    Bumantula


    Giant prehistoric stinkant
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    Fiona McBrain is a class captain of 5B at Northwest Southeast Central School (she shares the captaincy with David Worthy). Fiona is very fond of rules, routines, answering questions, taking notes and being tested. She is prone to asking hopefully, 'Will we be tested on this?'


    Appearances


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)
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    The Flicker is a legendary bum-fighter highly skilled in the art of towel-to-bum combat, and a member of the world's first bum-fighting team, Mabel's Angels.


    Appearances


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)
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    While out to dinner with Andy's parents in a very fancy restaurant, Andy and Danny see a famous actress they admire. Attempting to give her some flowers, they accidentally set her hair on fire and then inadvertently start a food fight that eventually involves everybody in the restaurant.


    The story behind the story


    I have never been involved in a food fight at a fancy restaurant, but whenever I am in a place or situation where you have to be on your best behaviour, I can't help thinking about what would happen if you did something completely inappropriate, such as knock a plate of food out of a waiter's hands. This story is my way of exploring the worst thing that could happen in such a situation. Oh yeah, and I did once accidentally set a girl's hair on fire at a party when I set fire to a paper streamer—that was one of the dumbest and most embarrassing things I've ever done so I thought it would exactly the sort of thing that Andy would do.


    Favourite line


    'Don't come any closer,' says Dad. 'I've got a pineapple . . . and I'm not afraid to use it.'
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    The Forker is a legendary bum-fighter highly skilled in the art of fork-to-bum combat, and a member of the world's first bum-fighting team, Mabel's Angels.


    Appearances


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)

  


  
    
      
        
          	
            'Frog on a log in a bog'

          
        

      
    


    
      
        
          	
            
              [image: 'Frog on a log in a bog']

            


            
              
                
                  	
                    Category:

                  

                  	
                    Rhyming story

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Published in:

                  

                  	
                    The Cat on the Mat is Flat

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Year of publication:

                  

                  	
                    2006

                  
                

              
            

          
        

      
    


    A dog on a jet-rocket cog challenges a frog on a jet-rocket log to a race around a bog despite the best efforts of a big fat hairy slob of a hog to stop them with logs.


    Crash! Bang! Pow! Kersplog!


    Into the air flew the dog and the frog.


    Into the air flew the log and the cog.


    Into the air flew the hog and his logs.


    And then down came the dog on top of the cog.


    Down came the frog on top of the dog!


    And last of all down came the hog—


    right on top of the frog's rocket log!
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    Fred is an imaginary friend whom Andy invents to get out of having to go to the school sports day. Andy claims Fred is ill and that Andy needs to stay home to look after him. Andy's mum becomes very fond of Fred, and takes him to the zoo.
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    Fred Durkin is the school bully at Northwest Southeast Central School and older brother of the moronic Clive, who is in Henry McThrottle's class. Fred is a big fan of Mr Constrictor—the violent principal of Northwest West Academy—and is fond of using his catchphrase as a threat: 'I'm going to squeeze your head till it pops.'


    Appearances


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)
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    Not so much a story as a conversation in which Andy and Danny muse on the 'fun' they could have turning a powerful fire hose on a group of people having a picnic in a park and blowing them all away.


    The story behind the story


    My five-year-old daughter and I were watching a group of people have a nice peaceful picnic in the park opposite our house. I joked that it would be fun to get a really strong hose and blast them all away, and her face lit up with delight and she wanted to do it immediately.


    Favourite bit


    DANNY: Just imagine it! All those drenched people rolling around in the wet grass, waving their arms and yelling, 'Help! Help!', and trying to stand up! And you know what we would do then? We would just turn the hose up even harder and blast them all back down again!


    ANDY: That doesn't sound like much fun for them.


    DANNY: Well, no, but it would be fun for us. And don't forget—the pressure from the hose would be so strong it would blast everybody's clothes off, so they would all be sliding around on the grass in the nude!
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    Not so much a story as a conversation in which Andy and Danny muse on the 'fun' they could have crushing cars, buildings, elephants and hippopotamuses.


    The story behind the story


    This is loosely based on some very silly conversations I used to have with a group of boys who were at kindergarten with my daughter. One particularly memorable conversation ended with a boy threatening to get a monster truck and drive it over my head.


    Favourite bit


    ANDY: Great idea! And if we came to a zoo, well, we could just drive right in and crush all the buildings AND the animals! How cool would that be? Just imagine driving around the elephant enclosure crushing elephants beneath our 66-inch Goodyear terras!


    DANNY: I don't know about that, Andy. I kind of like elephants.


    ANDY: That's okay. We could crush hippos instead. They probably deserve it more than elephants anyway. Did you know that hippos kill more humans than any other animal in Africa? You don't want to mess with hippos. Not unless you've got a monster truck, that is.


    DANNY: I'm not sure we should mess with hippos . . . whether we've got a monster truck or not.


    ANDY: What are you, a hippo lover or something?
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    Written in the style of a learn-to-read primer, this story features Andy and Danny as very young boys creating mess as they have fun with Sooty (who is just a pup), some toilet paper, a bottle of milk and, eventually—after Andy's parents come home and tell them to clean up—a vacuum cleaner.


    The story behind the story


    This is like the overly simplistic reading primers I learned to read with. I've always loved this type of writing—it has a robotic quality that really amuses me. These early readers also presented a view of the world in which everybody was happy and everything was fun, but the characters would never be as messy or naughty as Andy and Danny.


    Favourite bit


    Danny wraps the toilet paper all around his body. He is walking with his arms straight out in front of him.


    'Grrrr!' he says. 'I am a mummy! I am coming to eat your head!'


    Andy squeals. Danny laughs.


    Andy does not like that game.


    Andy tears the toilet paper into little pieces and throws them up into the air.


    'Look!' says Andy. 'It is snowing.'


    See also


    'Learn to read with Andy' (Just Crazy!)

  


  
    
      
        
          	
            Garden gnome

          
        

      
    


    
      
        
          	
            
              [image: Garden gnome]

            


            
              
                
                  	
                    Category:

                  

                  	
                    Character, practical-joke accessory

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Appears in:

                  

                  	
                    'Wish you weren't here', published in Just Annoying!

                  
                

              
            

          
        

      
    


    Every year when Andy goes on holiday he borrows one of his neighbour's garden gnomes and takes it with him. He then takes a photo of the gnome and sends it back to its owner with a message that says,'Having a great time! Wish you were here. Love, Gnome.' But this year things aren't going quite to plan because the gnome Andy's brought along with him is not like the other gnomes—he imagines it is staring at him in a weird way. And then, after a series of bizarre accidents, Andy becomes convinced that the gnome is trying to kill him.


    The story behind the story


    My sister had Julie had a garden gnome whose head had been knocked off and then glued back on, giving it the appearance of having a huge gash in its neck. It also had a slightly evil-looking face and my sister admitted to me once that she found it scary. I loved the idea of someone being frightened of a small concrete statue and decided to write a story about a seemingly evil garden gnome.


    Favourite bit


    I'm holding my gnome in one hand and have my camera over my shoulder.


    I hear laughter behind me. I turn around.


    Two big guys are smirking.


    'Got your gnome, have ya?' says one, 'or is it your little brother?'


    'Nah, couldn't be,' says the other. 'It's too good-looking.'


    They crack up laughing.


    See also


    Macduff the Gnome
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    Andy and Terry catapult a giant banana onto a tropical island, which is home to a giant gorilla. The giant gorilla eats the banana, makes a boat out of the peel and sails all the way to the 13-storey treehouse in search of more delicious giant bananas.


    Story behind the story


    One of my favourite movies is the old black and white King Kong (1933). In this movie King Kong is a giant gorilla living on a remote island called Skull Island. (The island is also home to dinosaurs and other creatures left over from prehistoric times.) King Kong is captured and brought to New York where he escapes and climbs the outside of the Empire State Building. In one of the last scenes of the film King Kong is clinging to the very top of the building trying to fight off the circling planes that are shooting at him.


    King Kong also inspired the character Stink Kong in Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict and What Bumosaur is That?
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    Often mistaken for an enormous piece of floating stinking cheese, Gorgonzola is actually a very large and terrifying fish that can—and probably will—eat pretty much anything that strays across its path. Sailors, pirates, small boats, miniature submarines, barrels of dynamite . . . you name it and Gorgonzola will probably have swallowed it.
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    Andy dresses up in a gorilla suit to present his sister, Jen, with a 'singing telegram' birthday greeting at a restaurant, but runs into trouble when the police notify the zoo of an escaped gorilla and a truck turns up full of zoo-keepers, armed with nets and tranquilliser guns.


    The story behind the story


    I used to own a gorilla suit. I had an idea to put together a band with a gorilla as the lead singer, but the band only lasted for a few rehearsals (guess I was just way ahead of my time). I used the gorilla suit to perform a gorillagram birthday greeting at a restaurant for my sister, Julie, much to her embarrassment and annoyance, and I wore it to the launch of Just Tricking! in 1997. Many years later I offered to wear it to my daughter's school on Bring Your Pet to School Day, but she was horrified by the idea (far too embarrassing!). I wish she'd let me though—we would have won the best pet award for sure.


    Favourite bit


    If you didn't know I was wearing a gorilla suit you would swear that I was a real gorilla. That is, until I start dancing and singing 'Happy Birthday'.
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    Told in verse, with at least one footnote per stanza, this story is about Andy's attempts to put off going to bed. These include uncomfortable pyjama pants that give him a wedgie, various bodily aches and pains, head lice, a lumpy pillow and fear of strange noises. When he pulls out the ultimate excuse—unfinished homework— his parents finally give in but then, almost immediately, go to bed themselves. Andy quickly discovers that staying up all by himself is even more scary than going to bed.


    The story behind the story


    This is not based on my own childhood—I'm sure I always went to bed promptly when asked—but rather on being the frustrated father of two daughters who take forever to GO TO BED!


    Favourite bit


    But Mum and Dad


    ignore what I said.


    'ANDY,' they say,


    'JUST GO TO BED!'


    But I've got a sore finger


    and I've got a sore bum.


    I've got pains in my legs


    and my arms are all numb . . .


    'Not to mention my lice


    and my chronic back pain.


    My cloudy vision!


    My aching brain!


    'My teeth! My tongue!


    My eyes! My nose!


    My tonsils! My kidneys!


    My stomach! My toes!


    'I can't go to sleep


    I'll wake up dead!'


    'You soon will be,' says Dad,


    if you DON'T go to bed!'
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    The Grantbot 1000 is a robot-fighting robot that Grant Gadget builds to fight Roberta Flywheel, the new girl whom Henry McThrottle suspects is a futuristic robot intent on exterminating all humans so that robots can take over the Earth. The Grantbot 1000 is made of pieces of metal that have been riveted and welded together. It has a bucket-shaped head with an antenna on top, big shiny steel claws, and it wears knee-length black gumboots.
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    The son of an inventor, Grant Gadget often brings his dad's prototypes to school. Unfortunately, these often don't work as well as they could. Notable inventions that Grant brings to school are a Super-ear for long-distance eavesdropping, a buried-treasure detector and the Super Dryer 3000 (a hairdryer with the drying power of 3000 regular hairdryers). In Robot Riot! Grant builds a robot-fighting robot—the Grantbot 1000.


    Appearances


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)
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    The Great White Bum is a rogue bum regarded by many as the most evil bum in the univarse. There are many theories about its origins. Some believe it to be a mutant bum created as a side-effect of nuclear testing in the Pacific. Eric Von Dunnycan, in his book Chariots of the Bums, claimed that the Great White Bum was a space traveller who arrived on Earth thousands of years ago. Others believe the Great White Bum has been around for even longer and that it dates back 650 million years to the Pre-Cambrian period.


    Appearances


    The Day My Bum Went Psycho (2001)


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)
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    The Great Windy Desert is a blisteringly hot, terrifying wilderness devoid of all life except for needleweeds, stinkants, stink tornadoes and the retired bumfighter, Ned Smelly. Many brave souls and foolhardy adventurers are lost without trace every year attempting to cross this barren, barf-inducing, nostril-numbing desert of despair.
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    Gretel Armstrong is a friend of Henry McThrottle and the strongest girl at Northwest Southeast Central School—until Roberta Flywheel's appearance in Robot Riot! when Roberta beats Gretel in an arm-wrestling contest.


    Appearances


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)
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    A man called Harry Black is walking down a track, carrying a sack containing a snack on his back when he encounters a yak called Jack who asks Harry for a bit of his snack. When Harry refuses—quite rudely—Jack the Yak decides to get back at Harry and later when Harry is sleeping on a haystack, Jack slips into the sack and eats the snack. Waking to discover his snackless sack, Harry Black decides to give Jack a whack, but Jack defends himself with a very sharp tack and then safely escapes on horseback.


    Favorite line


    'Alas! Alack! What a setback!


    My snack has been stolen by a snack-stealing yak!'


    said the very angry Harry Black.


    'I'm going to give that yak a whack!'
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    The first section of What Body Part is That? explains everything there is to know about the head and the neck, including startling facts such as the head sits on top of your neck, hair is a hairy hair-like growth called 'hair', and faces are a handy place on the front of the head to keep stuff like eyes, eyebrows, noses, mouths, cheeks, foreheads, chins, beards and moustaches right where you need them.


    Contents


    Head


    Hair


    Face


    Eyes


    Eyelids


    Ears


    Nose


    Mouth


    Lips


    Teeth


    Tongue


    Chin


    Neck


    Adam's apple
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    Have you ever wondered what's going on behind your face? The sixth section of What Body Part is That? explains everything there is to know about the inside of your head and throat including tips on how to avoid getting bashed up by your tonsils, a complete history of the heavy metal band, Spinal Cord, and why, in spite of the fact that each of us has over 12 billion brain cells so many of us insist on pushing doors marked 'pull', and pulling doors marked 'push'.


    Contents


    Brain


    Nervous system


    Spinal cord


    Throat


    Larynx


    Epiglottis


    Tonsils
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    Just Crazy! was retitled and republished in the United Kingdom in 2010 as Help! I'm Trapped in My Best Friend's Nose and 8 Other Just Crazy! Stories.
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    Just Shocking! was retitled and republished in the United Kingdom in 2010 as Help! My Parents Think I'm a Robot and 9 Other Just Shocking! Stories.
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    Just Tricking! was originally published as Just Kidding! in the United Kingdom, and then was retitled and republished in 2010 as Help! There's a Cockroach in My Underpants and 9 Other Just Kidding! Stories.
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    Just Disgusting! was retitled and republished in the United Kingdom in 2010 as Help! I'm Being Chased by a Giant Slug and 8 Other Just Disgusting! Stories.
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    Just Stupid! was retitled and republished in the United Kingdom in 2010 as Help! I've Swallowed a Spider and 8 Other Just Stupid! Stories.
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    Henry McThrottle is the narrator of the Schooling Around series. He is a keen storyteller with an overactive imagination. His stories feature incredible happenings such as buried treasure in the school grounds, an evil pencil intent on killing him and his friends, a teacher who comes to believe he is a banana, and a new girl who is an evil robot intent on destroying Earth, but Henry insists that they are all absolutely true.


    Appearances


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)
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    Andy comes up with the idea of pretending to be a robot to annoy his sister, Jen. He soon realises he can also use his new persona to get out of doing his chores by claiming he is a 'tel-e-vis-ion-watch-ing ro-bot' and not programmed to do anything else. His parents attempt to teach him a lesson by putting him in the cupboard with the vacuum cleaner for a long rest but when the vacuum cleaner starts talking to him Andy thinks he's got cupboard fever and begins to panic.


    The story behind the story


    I loved the TV series Lost in Space when he was a child and his favourite character was the robot who said things like 'It does not compute' and 'I am not programmed for that'. Andy's crisis of identity in the cupboard, wondering whether he really is a robot who thought he was a human who was pretending to be a robot is also very much like the dilemma of the comic book character John Restin who is an alien pretending to be a human who loses his memory and thinks he really is a human in Monsters of the Mind. Obviously, I really like this type of story.


    Favourite bit


    'But I'm not a robot,' I say. 'I was just pretending.'


    'That's what they all say,' says the vacuum cleaner. 'But take my advice: the sooner you accept the truth about yourself the better it will be for you.'


    'But I'm not a robot!' I say. 'I'm a human being!'


    'Yeah,' says the vacuum cleaner. 'I used to think that too. But a few months of sucking up dust makes you see things differently. It'll happen to you too, kid. Just give it time.'


    I nod.


    Maybe the vacuum cleaner is right.


    Even though I was just pretending to be a robot, maybe the truth is that I really AM a robot. A robot who thought he was a human who was pretending to be a robot.


    It's possible, I guess.


    There's only one problem.


    I'M TALKING TO A VACUUM CLEANER!
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    Andy and Terry's ice-cream parlour has 3079 flavours of ice-cream and is run by an ice-cream serving robot called Edward Scooperhands (he has ice-cream scoops for hands). Popular flavours include chocolate, strawberry, vanilla and honeycomb. Not so popular flavours include axle-grease, grass, toothpaste, fish-milkshake and raw horseflesh.
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    Andy and Terry built this level to accommodate a bunch of penguins who got lost while they were flying north for winter. The penguins decided they liked it so much that they never bothered flying home again. Most people think that penguins eat fish but they don't . . . they eat ice-cream.
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    Andy comes up with a practically foolproof plan to discredit school hero and general all-round over-achiever Jeremy Smart and heap honour on himself at the same time. Unfortunately, Andy discovers that his practically foolproof plan is neither practical nor foolproof.


    


    The story behind the story


    When I was growing up there was a boy on our street who was always unfailingly polite to adults. My parents would always comment on what a nice boy he was and even though they never said it, it was hard not to feel that they were thinking, 'Why can't you be more like that, Andy?' I did my best, but it's very hard to be anyone other that who you really are so I was pretty much doomed to failure on that count. I didn't try to destroy his reputation like Andy tries to do in the story, however. Andy is pretty much at his most demented here—jealousy can do that to you.


    Favourite bit


    I'm going to have to work even harder than I thought to destroy him and his perfect reputation now.


    But how? What can I possibly do?


    A series of graffiti attacks around the school all signed, by JEREMY SMART . . .


    Dump a bunch of dead rats on the principal's desk with a gift card signed, With love from JEREMY SMART . . .


    That's good but maybe I'm not thinking big enough . . . maybe I should hire a skywriting plane to write some really rude words in the sky and it could be pulling a banner behind it that says, These rude words were brought to you by JEREMY SMART . . .
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    Andy invents a sick imaginary friend, Fred, to get out of having to go to the school sports carnival; he claims that he has to stay home to look after Fred. The plan backfires, however, because Andy's mum quickly develops an affection for Fred and starts paying far more attention to him than she does to Andy.


    The story behind the story


    This story is a good example of the unconventional methods employed by Andy's parents in their attempts to deal with his various pranks and schemes. Rather than telling him to stop being silly, his mother enters into Andy's imaginary friend fantasy so totally that she not only takes over Andy's imaginary friend but starts inventing her own. Having characters react in unexpected ways opens up lots of possibilities for more interesting stories.


    Favourite bit


    'It's okay, Mum,' I say. 'You've still got me. I'M real.' I go to sit down.


    Mum screams.


    'You can't sit there,' she says. 'It's taken.'


    I sigh.


    'Mum, I thought we'd got this straight. There is no Fred. There is no Damien. There's just you and me.'


    'And Frieda,' says Mum, nodding towards the empty chair.


    'Frieda?'


    'Yes,' says Mum. 'She'll be staying with us for a few weeks. See, her parents have gone overseas and . . .'
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    I'm not sure what imagination is or how it works exactly, but I know that you have to feed it to keep it strong and healthy. I've always followed the advice of the prolific writer Ray Bradbury, who wrote: 'If you stuff yourself full of poems, essays, plays, stories, novels, films, comic strips, magazines, music, you automatically explode every morning like Old Faithful. I have never had a dry spell in my life, mainly because I feed myself well, to the point of bursting. I wake early and hear my morning voices leaping around in my head like jumping beans. I get out of bed to trap them before they escape.'


    External link


    Ray Bradbury's official website

  


  
    
      
        
          	
            'In the shower with Andy'

          
        

      
    


    
      
        
          	
            
              [image: 'In the shower with Andy']

            


            
              
                
                  	
                    Category:

                  

                  	
                    Short story

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Published in:

                  

                  	
                    Just Annoying!

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Year of publication:

                  

                  	
                    1998

                  
                

              
            

          
        

      
    


    Andy realises a long-held dream of filling the shower cubicle with water by sealing it with silicone. He does the job too well, however, and when the shower tap gets stuck and he can't turn it off the water starts rising and he realises he can't open the doors! He has no choice but to climb up through the vent and into the roof space—a dangerous place for a highly accident-prone boy with no clothes on. Especially when his parents are having a dinner party with their important guests Mr and Mrs Bainbridge somewhere down below.


    The story behind the story


    I've always loved the idea of filling up a shower cubicle with water, but it's not an easy thing to achieve. Sure, it's simple enough to block the plughole with your foot or a face washer, but the water eventually leaks out the cracks in the door. One day I thought if you were really serious about it you might get a tube of silicone glue and seal the cracks up. Now, I'm not silly enough to try this in real life, but my character Andy is silly enough to try ANYTHING and when he gets an idea in his head nothing will stop him, especially not common sense.


    Favourite bit


    My head is bumping against the roof of the shower.


    It's getting harder to breathe.


    Everything becomes quiet.


    My life is flashing before my eyes.


    I see myself blowing a high-pitched whistle while Mum is trying to talk on the telephone. I see myself letting down the tyres on Dad's car. I see myself hiding a rubber snake in Jen's bed. Is that all I did with my life? Annoy people? Surely I did something useful . . . something good?


    Nope. I can't think of anything. Except for solving the problem of how to fill a shower cubicle with water.


    I may be going to die, but at least it will be a hero's death. Future generations of Australian children will thank me as they float around in their sealed-up shower cubicles.


    Nude note


    This story is the second of those that finish with Andy naked in front of Mr and Mrs Bainbridge. Other stories in this mini-series are: 'Cockroach' (Just Tricking!), 'Runaway pram' (Just Stupid!), 'Mudmen' (Just Crazy!) and 'Just nude!' (Just Doomed!).
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    Life on Earth began in the seas with primitive bumteria during the Pre-crappian era. Over time, these early single-cheeked bums clumped together to form some of the first multi-cheeked invertebutts in the Crapozoic era oceans.


    Types of invertebutts


    Bum-sponge


    Trilobutt


    Jelly Bumfish


    Sea Scorpibum


    Spiny Bum-urchin


    Octobumopus
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    Andy is in the library desperately trying to finish a homework assignment that he's left to the last minute but Danny won't let him concentrate. Andy has a bottle of little round lollies and he convinces Danny that these are 'invisipills'. Danny is desperate to try one, and Andy does a deal with Danny that he'll give him one if he promises to leave the library. Danny swallows an invisipill and, convinced that he's now invisible, doesn't leave the library but instead begins doing his best to destroy it.


    The story behind the story


    I've always loved stories and TV shows where characters become invisible. And I've always hated those little round lollies that have no flavour. And I have known some pretty strict librarians in the past. So I guess those things all came together in this story.


    Favourite bit


    Danny is just standing there laughing. Poor guy. He still thinks he's invisible.


    Mrs Wharton wheels around.


    'Just what do you think you're doing?' she says to him.


    'Who?' he says.


    'You!' she says, going red in the face.


    'But you can't see me,' says Danny. 'I'm invisible.'


    'Invisible? We'll see about that!' she says.


    She reaches out, grabs his ear and twists it at least 360 degrees—and then—judging by the expression on Danny's face—another 360 degrees after that.


    Danny drops to his knees in pain.


    'Oww! Oww! Let go!' he says.


    'There,' she says. 'Feeling a little more visible now?'
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    A good friend of Henry McThrottle, Jack Japes is very funny and tells entertaining stories (which are mostly untrue), is good at drawing but not nearly as brave as he thinks he is. He's also not very keen on gherkins.


    Appearances


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)
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    James and Judi Freeman are the bum-fighting parents of Zack Freeman. They are top-secret interplanetary bum-fighters who work undercover as musicians in the wind section of an orchestra.


    Appearances


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)
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    Jemima and Eve are Andy's cousins who he has to babysit. They behave well when adults are around but as soon as Andy's mum leaves they go crazy, throwing things and even climbing up onto the roof of the house and throwing roof tiles at Andy. In an attempt to get them to behave he dresses up as a bizarre character he has invented called Mr Paddywhack and threatens to whack them with his tennis racquet hands. When Andy's mum returns home to find the house in uproar and Andy apparently terrorising the young girls he realises that there's no way she is going to believe his version of events over theirs (they are also very good at lying and fake crying).


    The story behind the characters


    A friend came over to visit one day with her two young children and they were like this whirlwind of energy in our tiny flat. I wondered what it would be like for Andy if he had to look after two children who had energy like that coupled with evil intent.
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    Jen is Andy's long-suffering sister. She has a boyfriend called Craig Bennett.


    The story behind the character


    I actually have two younger sisters, but when I came to write the Just! series I thought that Andy could have much more fun annoying an older sister, especially one he could embarrass in front of a boyfriend.


    Appearances


    'Gorillagram' (Just Tricking!)


    'A TerriBLE Christmas and a CRappy New Year' (Just Tricking!)


    'Copycat from Ballarat' (Just Annoying!)


    'In the shower with Andy' (Just Annoying!)


    'Would you rather?' (Just Annoying!)


    'Bogeyboy' (Just Stupid!)


    'Who am I?' (Just Stupid!)


    'The dog ate it' (Just Crazy!)


    'Rubbish' (Just Crazy!)


    'Brussel sprouts' (Just Disgusting!)


    'Cake of doom' (Just Disgusting!)


    'Shut up!' (Just Disgusting!)


    'I am a ro-bot' (Just Shocking!)


    'Balloons of doom' (Just Shocking!)


    'Unfunniest home video' (Just Shocking!)


    'Why I love Choco-pops in fifty words or less' (Just Shocking!)


    Just Macbeth!


    'Lick' (Just Doomed!)


    'Just nude!' (Just Doomed!)
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    A good friend of Henry McThrottle, Jenny is friendly, outgoing and kind-hearted. She is prone to quoting her mother, who says things like 'It's better to be safe than sorry,' 'There's no such word as can't,' and 'If you can't say something nice about a person, then don't say anything at all.'


    Appearances


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)
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    Jill lives near the 13-storey treehouse in a house full of animals. She's got two dogs, a goat, three horses, four goldfish, one cow, six rabbits, two guinea pigs, one camel, one donkey and one cat called Silky. We learn in The 26-Storey Treehouse that Jill acquired these animals while floating on an iceberg after falling off her parents' luxury super yacht. The character is named after Andy's wife—and editor/collaborator— Jill Griffiths.
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    Jill Griffiths is a book editor. Jill and Andy met when she edited his first children's book Just Tricking!, which was published in 1997. Jill and Andy have been working together ever since and were married in 2002. Over the years Jill's role has shifted from editor to collaborator and recently to full co-writer on Just Macbeth! The character Jill in The 13-Storey Treehouse is based on her—she doesn't live in a house full of animals (though she did once own a cat called Silky) but she does regularly come to the rescue when Andy gets himself in story-telling knots, just like a good editor should.
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    Just Annoying! is the second book in the Just! series. It contains nine stories about Andy's extremely annoying behaviour:


    
      	'Are we there yet?': Andy is so annoying on a long car trip that his parents finally follow through on their threat to stop the car and leave him by the side of the road. He is rescued by a mad motorcyclist, Max, who picks him up and sets off in pursuit of Andy's parents.


      	'Copycat from Ballarat': Andy is annoying his sister, Jen, by copying everything she says and does, so when she gets dressed up and heads off to the school dance, he does too. His annoying prank backfires on him, however, when Craig Bennett (the boy Jen has a crush on) develops a crush on Andy!


      	'Wish you weren't here': Andy steals a neighbour's garden gnome and takes it on holidays with him. His plan is to send photos of the gnome to the neighbour as a joke, but he starts to suspect that the gnome is evil and trying to kill him.


      	'Imaginary friends': Andy invents a sick imaginary friend, Fred, to get out of having to go to the school sports carnival; he claims that he has to stay home to look after Fred. The plan backfires, however, because Andy's mum quickly develops an affection for Fred and starts paying far more attention to him than she does to Andy.


      	'In the shower with Andy': Andy realises a long-held dream of filling the shower cubicle with water by sealing it with silicone. He does the job too well, however, and soon realises he is trapped and the water is rapidly rising!


      	'Would you rather?': Andy manages to annoy his whole family at the dinner table with the simple question, 'Would you rather be eaten by ants or lions?'


      	'Murder, bloody murder!' Andy and Danny annoy Andy's neighbour Mr Broadbent by shouting 'Murder, bloody murder!' When he threatens to kill them if they don't shut up, they decide their lives depend on calming him down, but their attempts only seem to enrage him further.


      	'The last Jaffa': While watching a James Bond movie at the cinema, Andy annoys other patrons and ends up creating havoc by clambering about under the seats trying to retrieve a Jaffa he dropped—the last one in the packet.


      	'Swinging on the clothesline': Andy's parents try to stop him from swinging on the clothesline by tying a large, fierce dog to it. But all Andy sees is an opportunity to harness the brute strength of the dog to propel himself even faster.

    


    See also


    The Annoying Test
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    Just Crazy! is the fourth book in the Just! series. It contains nine crazy stories:


    
      	'Band-Aid': To peel or not to peel? That is the question. Andy needs to remove a Band-Aid from his face to look good for the school photos, but he can't decide whether it will hurt less to peel it off quickly or ease it off slowly. After three pages of swearing, he decides peeling is not the solution and comes up with the idea of using the vacuum cleaner instead.


      	'The dog ate it': When Andy's dog, Sooty, eats his homework, Andy realises he can't tell this to his teacher because it sounds like a made-up excuse. He decides he has no option but to try to make Sooty vomit it up.


      	'A crazy, bad, dumb, bad, bad, dumb, crazy, bad idea': Before the school fete, Andy decides to go for a joy flight by tying large bunches of balloons to his backpack. It seems like quite a good idea, until Danny lets go of the rope and Andy finds himself floating away.


      	'Rubbish': Andy forgets to put out the rubbish and has to chase after the rubbish truck to try to get his bin emptied. Unfortunately, he falls into the bin and is collected along with the rubbish.


      	'Um-mah!': Andy has to babysit his two little cousins, Jemima and Eve, who are even crazier than he is.


      	'Pinch': After Danny swallows Andy's goldfish, Andy punches Danny so hard that his head comes off and, as if that's not bad enough, then an army of little Dannys storms out of Danny's neck intent on revenge.


      	'Kittens, puppies and ponies': In an attempt to impress Lisa Mackney, Andy writes a sweet story about kittens, puppies and ponies, which he is convinced will win the school short-story competition. When Andy's story doesn't win, he angrily rewrites it so that it's full of violence, with things ending very badly for all the kittens, puppies and ponies.


      	'Learn to read with Andy': This story is written in the style of the 'John and Betty' learn-to-read primers that were used in Australian schools in the 1960s. But instead of featuring the innocuous action those books usually contained (e.g. 'See me jump, see me run'), it has Andy jumping on his bed, saying rude words, telling lies and biting his mother.


      	'Mudmen': After a series of unfortunate events, Andy and his father both end up naked and locked out of the house. They cover themselves in mud and launch into a commando-style mission through the neighbourhood in an attempt to retrieve a spare key from Andy's father's workplace . . . but then it starts to rain.

    


    Note


    Just Crazy! was published in the United States as Just Wacky! and was retitled and republished in the United Kingdom in 2010 as Help! I'm Trapped in My Best Friend's Nose and 8 Other Just Crazy! Stories.


    See also


    The Crazy Test
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    Just Disgusting! is the fifth book in the Just! series. It contains nine stories on various disgusting topics:


    
      	'101 really disgusting things': This is a list of 101 really disgusting things, such as brussel sprouts, maggots, shower-plughole hair and your parents kissing.


      	'Brussel sprouts': Andy REALLY, REALLY hates brussel sprouts, so when his mother serves him five with his dinner he is understandably horrified. But he has to get rid of them if he wants dessert, and he REALLY, REALLY wants dessert.


      	'Go to bed!': Told in verse, with at least one footnote per stanza, this story is about Andy's attempts to put off having to go to bed.


      	'Cake of doom': This is a choose-your-own cake-baking adventure in which you, the reader, assume the role of Andy and have to bake a cake for your mum for Mother's Day without dying in 12 cake-baking-related incidents.


      	'Two brown blobs': This is a cartoon story featuring a very young Andy (at four and a half years old) being terrified by two brown blobs in the bathtub.


      	'Shut up!': Andy and family are experiencing a really bad holiday, stuck in a caravan in bad weather. Andy and Jen's bickering gets so bad that they drive their neighbours—and their dad—to distraction.


      	'Fun with Andy and Danny': Written in the style of a learn-to-read primer, this story features Andy and Danny as very young boys creating mess as they have fun with Sooty (who is just a pup), some toilet paper, a bottle of milk and, eventually—after Andy's parents come home—a vacuum cleaner.


      	'Deadflyella': This is a play designed to be performed by dead flies. It is loosely based on Cinderella, but features a lot more deadfly puke than the original.


      	'The story of the very stupid boy and the very big slug': A sci-fi mystery action thriller adventure romance novel in 36 chapters, this story features the hero (Andy) saving the world from the stupid actions of Danny (the very stupid boy), who—for a school science project—has created a giant slug. It's lucky for the world that Andy has created—for the same science project—a working time machine.

    


    Note


    Just Disgusting! was retitled and republished in the United Kingdom in 2010 as Help! I'm Being Chased by a Giant Slug and 8 Other Just Disgusting! Stories.


    See also


    The Disgusting Test
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    Just Doomed! is the eighth book in the Just! series and will be published in April 2012.


    
      	'Andy's handbag': Andy and his mum are out shopping. In a queue at the post office, Andy's mother realises she's left her handbag in the previous shop and asks Andy to go and retrieve it for her. A simple enough request, for sure, but in the process of reluctantly attempting to fulfil it for her, Andy manages to run foul of two police officers, an angry post office manager and Lisa Mackney . . . all in the space of less than half an hour.


      	'101 ways to be doomed': A list of 101 situations in which you could be absolutely sure that you were definitely completely and utterly doomed.


      	'Lick': Andy attempts to take the first lick of an ice-cream but has to battle his best friend Danny; his crush, Lisa; his sister, Jen; and a flock of very hungry, very determined seagulls.


      	'Sleepover of doom': This is a choose-your-own sleepover adventure in which you, the reader, assume the role of Andy and have to survive a sleepover at your friend Danny's house without dying in 14 sleepover-related incidents.


      	'I hate Jeremy Smart!': Andy comes up with a practically foolproof plan to discredit school hero and general all-round over-achiever Jeremy Smart and heap honour on himself at the same time. Unfortunately, Andy discovers that his practically foolproof plan is neither practical nor foolproof.


      	'All the things I learned on the museum excursion last Tuesday': A story told in the form of a mock PowerPoint presentation in which Andy details all the things he learnt on his class's excursion to the school museum, including how to test the patience of even the most patient museum guide, why 3D glasses are not a good way to impress girls, and why you should never squeak rubber dinosaurs on a school bus.


      	'Romeo and Juliet and Danny and Lisa and me: A diary of doomed love': Andy discovers Lisa is going to be Juliet in the school production of Romeo and Juliet so he auditions for the part of Romeo, hoping that he'll get to kiss her. His plan goes horribly wrong, however, when Lisa becomes ill and has to drop out of the production and Danny ends up taking her place.


      	'Andy's Action-Packed Maths Program!!!™': Following on from his attempt to make beginner readers more action-packed in 'Learn to Read with Andy' (Just Crazy!), Andy attempts to make maths exciting by coming up with a series of gratuitously violent and increasingly bizarre maths problems for the reader to solve.


      	'Just nude!': Andy's dad books the family into a nudist holiday resort by mistake. Taking exception to the no-clothing policy, Andy attempts to make a run for it, but discovers that it's not that easy for a fully clothed boy to be inconspicuous in a nudist resort and soon finds himself being chased by a large group of angry naked people in the nude (including, surprisingly, his dad's boss Mr Bainbridge and his wife).

    


    See also


    The Doomed Test
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    Just Macbeth! is the seventh book in the Just! series.


    Andy, Lisa and Danny are rehearsing the witches' scene from William Shakespeare's Macbeth, which they will be performing for their class. They make a disgusting potion and then dare each other to drink it. After doing so, they find themselves magically transported into the battle scene in Act 1, and Andy, taken to be Macbeth by the three witches, is told of his fate (he 'shalt be King hereafter'). From then on the play follows the plot of Macbeth, with Andy, Lisa and Danny taking the roles of Macbeth, Lady Macbeth and Banquo. They speak to each other as if they were in the twenty-first century, but sometimes lapse into Shakespearian language, much to their own confusion.


    The story behind the story


    In 2005 the Bell Shakespeare company commissioned Andy Griffiths to write a play that would help introduce young audiences to the works of William Shakespeare and the pleasures of live theatre. He and his co-writer, Jill Griffiths, came up with Just Macbeth!, a play that blends the characters from the Just! series with the story and characters from Macbeth. The book Just Macbeth! is a slightly revised version of the play.


    Performance history


    The play was first performed at the Arts Centre in Melbourne in September 2008. It then went on to a season in Sydney, had a return sellout season in Sydney at the Opera House in 2010, followed by an extremely well-received season at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, Scotland, where it received five-star reviews from both The Scotsman and The Herald, and won a Guardian Herald Angel award.


    References to other Just! books in Just Macbeth!


    Just Annoying!—Andy's hatred of garden gnomes ('Wish you weren't here')


    Just Stupid!—Andy's bravery in extinguishing a fire in a shopping centre ('Busting'); Andy's rapid journey downhill in a pram ('Runaway pram'); Andy's knowledge of food fights ('Food fight'); Andy's immature habit of stuffing his mouth full of marshmallows ('Chubby Bubbies')


    Just Crazy!—Andy's inability to remove a Band-Aid ('Band-Aid'); Andy's balloon-powered flight ('A crazy, bad, dumb, bad, bad, dumb, crazy, bad idea'); a mashing and pulverising machine ('Kittens, puppies and ponies')


    Just Disgusting!—Andy's hatred of brussel sprouts ('Brussel sprouts'); the movie 'Axe-wielding Blood-sucking Freaks' ('Go to bed!'); Andy's bath-time experiences ('Two brown blobs'); Andy and ;Jen's habit of telling each other to shut up ('Shut up!')


    Just Shocking!—Girl germs ('101 really dangerous things')


    See also


    The Macbeth Test
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    Andy's dad books the family into a nudist holiday resort by mistake. Taking exception to the no-clothing policy, Andy attempts to make a run for it, but discovers that it's not that easy for a fully clothed boy to be inconspicuous in a nudist resort and soon finds himself being chased by a large group of angry naked people (including, surprisingly, his dad's boss Mr Bainbridge and his wife).


    Nude note


    This story is a companion piece to previous Just stories in which Andy ends up naked in front of Mr and Mrs Bainbridge. Other stories in this mini-series are: 'Cockroach' (Just Tricking!), 'In the shower with Andy' (Just Annoying!), 'Runaway pram' (Just Stupid!) and 'Mudmen' (Just Crazy!).
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    The Just! series, which is Andy Griffiths' most popular series, began with the publication of Just Tricking! in 1997. Andy created a character loosely based on himself, and wrote ten short stories on the theme of tricks and practical jokes. After the success of the book, he decided to write more stories featuring this character but did not want to make them all about tricks, so he made the next book about the character Andy's ability to be incredibly annoying. Just Annoying! was published in 1998, Just Stupid! followed in 1999 and Just Crazy! in 2000. At this stage Andy decided he had finished the Just! series and wanted to attempt a full-length novel; The Day My Bum Went Psycho was published in 2001.


    Andy returned to the Just! series in 2002 when Just Disgusting! was published. He then moved on to other projects and didn't write another Just! book until Just Shocking! in 2007. Once again he thought he had finished the series, but the Bell Shakespeare company asked him to write a play to introduce young people to William Shakespeare and live theatre, and he came up with the idea of blending the Just! characters with the play Macbeth. And so Just Macbeth! was born. After the stage production in 2008, the play was slightly revised and published in book form in 2009.


    Currently there is no end to the Just! series in sight with Just Doomed! scheduled to be published in April 2012.


    All the books in the Just! series feature marginal illustrations, flick pictures and talking page numbers drawn by Terry Denton.


    Books


    Just Tricking! (1997)


    Just Annoying! (1998)


    Just Stupid! (1999)


    Just Crazy! (2000)


    Just Disgusting! (2002)


    Just Shocking! (2007)


    Just Macbeth! (2009)


    Just Doomed! (2012)
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    Just Shocking! is the sixth book in the Just! series. It contains ten shocking stories:


    
      	'Fun with a fire hose': This involves a conversation between Andy and Danny in which they muse on the 'fun' one could have with a large, powerful fire hose.


      	'I am a ro-bot': Andy comes up with the idea of pretending to be a robot to annoy his sister, Jen, but soon realises he can use his new persona to get out of doing his chores by claiming he is a 'tel-e-vis-ion-watch-ing ro-bot' and not programmed to do anything else. His parents attempt to teach him a lesson by putting him in the cupboard with the vacuum cleaner.


      	'Balloons of doom': This is a choose-your-own balloon-blowing adventure in which you, the reader, have to blow up 15 pink balloons for Jen's birthday without dying in 15 balloon-blowing-related incidents.


      	'Unfunniest home video': Andy is trying to set Danny up to have an accident so he can film it, get it on 'Funniest Home Videos' and win some prize money.


      	'101 really dangerous things': This is a list of 101 dangerous things, such as running with scissors, playing with matches and girl germs.


      	'A really, really good excuse': A story, told mostly in comic-strip form, about an excuse Andy comes up with for being late for school. His excuse is so convoluted it involves tight underpants, serving time in jail and saving the world from certain doom.


      	'Why I love Choco-pops in fifty words or less': This story is Andy's entry in a competition explaining why he loves Choco-pops (in 50 words or less). Needless to say, it takes Andy a lot more than 50 words to explain himself (in fact, his essay includes 35 postscripts that have little or nothing to do with Choco-pops at all).


      	'Lemonade roulette': On an extremely hot day Danny and Andy are playing lemonade roulette with six cans of lemonade. The game involves shaking one can, mixing them all up so you can't tell which the explosive one is, and then opening them one by one. Unfortunately Andy's parents and Mr and Mrs Bainbridge arrive and help themselves to the lemonade . . .


      	'The exploding butterfly story': This is a picture-book story about life, the universe and everything (with a lot of exploding pretty pink butterflies).


      	'Fun with a monster truck': This involves a conversation between Andy and Danny in which they muse on the 'fun' one could have with a large, powerful monster truck.

    


    Note


    Just Shocking! was retitled and republished in the United Kingdom in 2010 as Help! My Parents Think I'm a Robot and 9 Other Just Shocking! Stories.


    See also


    The Shocking Test
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    Just Stupid! is the third book in the Just! series. It contains nine stories about Andy's stupid behaviour:


    
      	'Busting': Andy desperately tries to find a toilet in a multi-level shopping centre but is hampered by many things and people, including an aggressive old man with a walking frame, having a shoelace caught in an escalator, a store manager who insists that Andy re-stack the cans he knocked over in his haste, toilets that are closed for cleaning, a very confusing map, a poor sense of direction and an unhelpful hippy.


      	'Expel me!': It's the first day back at school and after experiencing the freedom of the holidays, Andy is not prepared to settle back into school life. He is determined to get himself expelled, but none of his calculated attempts at bad behaviour have any effect on his new teacher, Ms Livingstone, a well-travelled adventurer who is not easily shocked or annoyed.


      	'Bogeyboy': Andy hides under his sister Jen's bed, ready to scare her. However, when she comes in with her boyfriend, Craig Bennett, and they both sit on the bed, Andy is the one feeling distinctly uncomfortable. And then a spider starts crawling towards him . . .


      	'Runaway pram': Andy and his best friend, Danny, find an old pram that's been left out with the rubbish. Andy dresses up as a baby and Danny pushes him around the streets in the pram, but then Danny lets go at the top of a very steep hill and Andy finds himself stuck in a runaway pram.


      	'Food fight': While out to dinner with Andy's parents in a very fancy restaurant, Andy and Danny see a famous actress they admire. Attempting to give her some flowers, they accidentally set her hair on fire and then inadvertently start a food fight that eventually involves everybody in the restaurant.


      	'Snail-aid': While walking through a park, Andy accidentally steps on a snail and breaks its shell. Feeling terrible, he attempts to repair the snail's shell but this delicate operation is hampered by the actions of an angry park ranger and a mad territorial magpie.


      	'Who am I?': When Andy's home-made Jack-in-the-box goes off and hits him in the head, he loses his memory and can't remember who he is or what he's like. His family take advantage of his amnesia by telling him he's a very helpful boy who's never happier than when he's helping others, and thus trick him into spending the whole day doing chores.


      	'Dum-dum': Andy is being immature in school, so his annoyed teacher sends him down to the younger classroom. Andy looks forward to spending the day cutting and pasting and colouring in, but the work turns out to be much harder than he expected and it starts to look like he might never return to his proper grade.


      	'Chubby Bubbies': Andy is trying to impress Lisa Mackney at her birthday party by being very mature, but then Danny challenges him to a game of Chubby Bubbies—a contest to see who can shove the most marshmallows into their mouth—and Andy is powerless to resist.

    


    Note


    Just Stupid! was retitled and republished in the United Kingdom in 2010 as Help! I've Swallowed a Spider and 8 Other Just Stupid! Stories.


    See also


    The Stupid Test
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    Just Three for Free! is a promotional book published by Pan Macmillan in 2007, featuring three of the most popular Just! stories from the first three books:


    'Playing dead' from Just Tricking!


    'In the shower with Andy' from Just Annoying!


    'Runaway pram' from Just Stupid!
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    Just Tricking! is the first book in the Just! series. Previously, Andy Griffiths had been self-publishing 12-page pocket books. One of these, titled Just Tricking!, gave simple instructions on how to play a variety of outlandish practical jokes. Andy used to sell this and other pocket books at markets around Melbourne. Just Tricking! was his bestselling title, so he decided to expand it into a full manuscript, describing how to play two hundred practical jokes. This evolved into the idea of inventing a narrator who thinks he is the world's greatest practical joker but who, in reality, is a complete idiot who almost always ends up with the joke backfiring on him. Andy tried many different ways of writing this character, but it wasn't until he pretended that the narrator was actually a younger and much sillier version of himself that he found the right voice for the stories.


    The book contains ten stories on the theme of practical jokes and tricks:


    
      	'Playing dead': Andy pretends to be dead to get out of going to school, but his plan backfires when his dad digs a grave and buries him in the backyard.


      	'Cockroach': Andy and his parents are having dinner at the home of Mr and Mrs Bainbridge. Mr Bainbridge is Andy's dad's boss and Andy is under strict instructions to behave sensibly or he'll receive no pocket money for a month. This shouldn't be a problem, except Andy spots a dead cockroach in the salad and tries to remove it discreetly, to save anyone being embarrassed (and him being blamed). But when it turns out that the cockroach is, in fact, not dead, but very much alive, behaving sensibly becomes more and more difficult.


      	'Gorillagram': Andy dresses up in a gorilla suit to present his sister, Jen, with a 'singing telegram' birthday greeting at a restaurant, but runs into trouble when the police notify the zoo of an escaped gorilla and a truck turns up full of zoo-keepers, armed with nets and tranquilliser guns.


      	'Nick-knockers Anonymous': Andy prepares a disgusting concoction to throw at whoever it is who keeps knocking on his door and running away. Unfortunately, his plans backfire when the next knock on the door is not the annoying knick-knocker but his parents.


      	'Tell ya mum I saved ya!': Andy is at a school camp with Roseanne O'Reilly, the most annoying girl he has ever met. She plays the dumbest practical jokes. After falling for one of her pranks, Andy decides to get her back. He gets Danny to fill her pack with rocks before they set off hiking. But things don't go as planned . . .


      	'Emergency spew relish': Andy is on a plane on the way to visit his grandparents. He wants the seats in his row all to himself, so when an old lady sits down next to him he tries to get her to move away by pretending to be sick and then pretending to eat his own vomit.


      	'Beat the bomb!': Posing as a radio DJ, Andy attempts to convince a classmate that he has won $500 in an on-air competition. Things go wrong, however, when Andy discovers just how badly the boy's family needs the money.


      	'Born to die': Andy uses a fake tattoo to convince a couple of local bullies that he is much tougher than he really is.


      	'Invisipills': Andy convinces his best friend, Danny, that some lollies he has are actually special pills that can make you invisible.


      	'A TerrIBLE Christmas and a CRappy New Year': Andy graffitis the Christmas cards his sister, Jen, is sending out to her friends, and then has a nightmare in which Santa is very displeased with him.

    


    Note


    Just Tricking! was originally published as Just Joking! in the US and Just Kidding! in the UK, and then was retitled and republished in 2010 in the UK as Help! There's a Cockroach in My Underpants and 9 Other Just Kidding! Stories.


    See also


    The Tricking Test
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    The story of three siblings with unusual habits of dress: Keith wears three coats (one on top and two underneath), Ed wears five hats on top of his head, and their sister, Daisy, shares her one dress with her best friend, Maisie.
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    Kevin is a retired rodeo bull who, in his day, was the fiercest of all rodeo bulls, able to buck a rider so high that they would bump their heads on the moon before falling back to Earth, only to be bucked straight back up again. These days he's not quite as feisty, unless he's been eating wizz-fizz.
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    The Kicker is a member of the crack bum-fighting unit the B-team, and is highly skilled in the art of foot-to-bum combat.


    Appearances


    The Day My Bum Went Psycho (2001)


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)
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    In this story, evil aliens disguised as cute marsupials are intent on ripping everybody's faces off and taking over the Earth. Missiles and potatoes have no effect on these killer koalas from outer space.


    The story behind the story


    I was talking to a group of school children in America and I told them the koala riddle ('Why did the koala fall out of the tree? Because it was dead') and one of them asked me if koalas were dangerous. Faced with a choice between the truth (no, not really) and the opportunity to tell a ridiculous lie (yes, they have big sharp claws and they can rip your face completely off) I, of course, chose the latter and an idea was born.


    Favourite bit


    Killer Koalas from outer space


    They look cute and cuddly


    But they'll rip off your face!


    They come here disguised


    As cute marsupials,


    But they're really face-ripping


    Extra-terrestrials!
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    Killer Koalas from Outer Space contains the best and baddest bits of The Bad Book and The Very Bad Book in a single hardcover book. It has a holographic cover that is so cool it will make your brain explode!


    The story behind the book


    For many years The Bad Book was deemed too graphic and violent for publication in the USA. Pieces like Bad Mummy giving her son permission to run across the very busy six-lane highway and 'The old lady who swallowed a poo' were just a bit too much. The Very Bad Book proved more acceptable, however, though certain pieces, such as the Mummy-Mummy jokes, were still deemed too strong. A USA-friendly edition was created by removing these pieces and replacing them with some of the less violent but much loved pieces from The Bad Book.


    Contents


    Killer Koalas from Outer Space


    Very Bad Mary, Quite Contrary


    Little Willy


    Bad Mummy and Daddy and the Volcano


    The Old Woman Who Lived in a Poo


    The Very Bad Ant and the Big Red Shiny Space Rocket


    Very Bad Koala Riddles


    Brian and His Very Bad Idea


    The Three Bad Guys and the Very Bad Idea


    Very Rude Animals


    The Very Bad Fish


    The Dog that Fell Apart


    Invasion of the Blood-sucking Grannies from the Grave


    Very Bad Farmer Riddles


    Very Bad Invention No. 1: The Non-flush Toilet


    Very Bad Invention No. 2: Non-elastic Underpants


    Nobody Likes Me


    Bad Macdonald


    The Boy Who Ate Dead Flies


    Very Stupid Riddles


    A Very Bad Penguin Joke


    The Very Bad Road


    The Sad Bad Bad-man


    Mud Brown and the Seven Slobs


    Mummy, Mummy!


    Invasion of the Blood-sucking Grannies Covered in Gravy


    The Very Bad Giraffe


    The Very Bad Dentist


    Very Bad Tree Riddles


    Brian and His Very, Very Bad Idea


    The Girl Who Slammed Doors


    A Very Bad Hippo Joke


    The Boy Who Forgot His Head Because It Wasn't Screwed On


    Tarzan the Monkey Man


    The Adventures of the Dog Poo Family, Part 1


    The Adventures of the Dog Poo Family, Part 2


    The Adventures of the Dog Poo Family, Part 3


    The Very Bad Holiday


    The Very Bad Guide to Good and Bad


    Little Bad Riding Hood


    Peter, Peter, Junk-food Eater


    Bad Daddy and the Pencil Sharpener


    Very Bad Knock-knock Jokes


    Brian and His Very, Very, Very Bad Idea


    The Very Bad Builder


    Badword Puzzle


    The Very Bad Story


    The Very, Very Bad Story


    The Very, Very, Very Bad Story
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    The Kisser is a member of the crack bum-fighting unit the B-team, and is highly skilled in the art of lip-to-bum combat. Less inclined to physical violence than the other members of the B-team, the Kisser is no less effective a bum-fighter, however, thanks to his formidable charm and lethal 'kiss of death'.


    Appearances


    The Day My Bum Went Psycho (2001)


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)
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    In an attempt to impress Lisa Mackney, Andy writes a sweet story about kittens, puppies and ponies, which he is convinced will win the school short-story competition. When Andy's story doesn't win, he angrily rewrites it so that it's full of violence, with things ending very badly for all the kittens, puppies and ponies.


    The story behind the story


    I made a rule for himself that no animals were to be harmed in any of his stories. I did, however, have to make an exception for the kittens, puppies and ponies in this story because they were just too cute—they DESERVED to be thrown into the mashing and pulverising machine. And it wasn't cruel to put Sooty in that swing, either, in 'The dog ate it' (Just Crazy!); he wasn't upset—he was yelping for joy. (I know this for a fact, because I asked him.)


    Favourite bit


    'What a lovely day we've had!' said the kitten.


    'Yes,' said the puppy. 'It's lovely to do lovely things for people.'


    'Now Lovelyville is even lovelier than ever,' said the pony.


    And the townspeople gave the kittens, puppies and ponies three cheers and everybody ate their vegetables, brushed their teeth and went to bed early.


    The End
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  Klaus the mouse has a very small house. A very, very, very, very, very small house But Klaus the mouse hates his small house because Klaus is a very, very, very BIG mouse!


  Favourite bit


  This is Klaus


  Klaus is a mouse.


  Klaus the mouse


  has a very small house.
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    While watching a James Bond movie at the cinema, Andy annoys other patrons and ends up creating havoc by clambering about under the seats trying to retrieve a Jaffa he dropped—the last one in the packet.


    The story behind the story


    When I was young, one of my sisters dropped a box of Jaffas (round, hard-shelled lollies with a chocolate centre) in a cinema that had a wooden floor. The Jaffas made a lot of noise as they rolled all the way down to the front of the cinema. I—and many other cinemagoers—found this very amusing. (This was a fairly regular occurrence in the days before carpeted floors in picture theatres.)



    Favourite bit


    This is terrible. Trapped behind a woman with big hair and I've lost my last Jaffa. And, to make things even worse, I missed seeing how James Bond got out of having his toes chomped by sharks.


    I slump down in my seat.


    Life can be very cruel.


    It's not like I can just go looking for the Jaffa.


    But then I think of how James Bond would react in this situation. He wouldn't just sit here. How did he put it? 'A field operative must use every means at his disposal to achieve his objective.' He would go after the Jaffa and do whatever necessary to retrieve it—no matter how great the odds against him—no matter how dangerous.


    I'm going to find that Jaffa.


    Before I know it, I'm on my belly crawling commando-style underneath a row of movie theatre seats. The darkness makes it hard to see and the danger of accidentally touching somebody's leg is high. But I have to do it.


    I'm on a mission.
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    This story is written in the style of the 'John and Betty' learn-to-read primers that were used in Victorian schools in the 1960s. But instead of featuring the innocuous action those books usually contained (e.g. 'See me jump, see me run'), it has Andy jumping on his bed, saying rude words, telling lies and biting his mother.


    The story behind the story


    I learned to read with 'John and Betty' primers, and I was very fond of them, but they weren't known for their exciting plots.  I wanted to see if I could write a high-action version while still retaining the innocent simplicity of the originals. I love this story—it's one of my very favourites along with 'Go to bed!', another rhyming story.


    Favourite bit


    See me jump.


    On my bed.


    I jump so high


    I bump my head.


    On the ceiling.


    On the roof.


    I hit it hard.


    Ouch! Ugh! Oof!


    I say a word.


    It is bad.


    It is rude.


    I am glad.


    I like to swear.


    It is fun.


    Bad words, rude words.


    Fun, fun, fun.
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    Andy and Terry's preferred source of refreshment in the 13-storey treehouse is a lemonade fountain. It supplies any flavour of lemonade you like as long as it's red, orange, lemon, cola or tutti-frutti. One of the side-effects of drinking too much lemonade from the fountain, however, is massive burps, which, when combined with chewing bubblegum, can be extremely hazardous to your health. (Terry discovers this the hard way when he is trapped in a bubblegum bubble full of lemonade gas and floats away from the treehouse.)
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    On an extremely hot day Danny and Andy are playing lemonade roulette with six cans of lemonade. The game involves shaking one can, mixing them all up so you can't tell which the explosive one is, and then opening them one by one. Unfortunately Andy's parents and Mr and Mrs Bainbridge arrive and help themselves to the lemonade . . .


    The story behind the story


    I've always enjoyed surprising somebody with a very well-shaken can of lemonade. This is, in fact, one of the earliest practical jokes known to mankind. Recently anthropologists have uncovered evidence on cave walls of ancient lemonade sprays that have been carbon-dated at over 200,000 years old.


    Favourite bit


    'How do you play lemonade roulette?' I say.


    'We shake one of the cans,' says Danny, 'and then we mix them up and we each have to choose one and open it right in front of our face.'


    'What if it's the one that's been shaken up?' I say.


    'Then you get covered in lemonade!' he chortles. 'Well?'


    'It sounds really stupid and quite likely to backfire in some horribly unexpected way,' I say.


    'So you're in?' says Danny.


    'Of course!' I say.
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    Andy attempts to take the first lick of an ice-cream but has to battle his best friend Danny; his crush, Lisa; his sister, Jen; and a flock of very hungry, very determined seagulls.


    The story behind the story


    You know when you have something really delicious and you want to take your time and enjoy it really slowly and then somebody always comes up and says, 'Can I have some?' and you really don't want to share it but you don't want to seem mean so you say, 'Okay, just a tiny bite/lick/nibble,' and then they take a huge bite/lick/nibble? Well, that's where the idea for this story came from. What I really like about Andy in this story is his resilience. Despite his disappointment at having pretty much all of his ice-cream taken by Danny, Lisa, his sister and a crowd of ravenous seagulls, he still really enjoys his last precious drop.


    Favourite bit


    Initiating first-lick preparation sequence.


    Ice-cream in front of face?


    Check.


    Mouth open?


    Check.


    Tongue extended?


    Check.


    All systems go.


    Beginning countdown . . .


    Five . . .


    Four . . .


    Three . . .


    Two . . .


    One . . .


    My tongue is micro-millimetres away from extreme pleasure when I hear shouting.


    'Hey, Andy! Andy! ANDY!'


    Oh no.


    Abort countdown!


    Abandon first-lick preparation sequence!


    It's Danny Pickett . . . the last person I want to see right now!


    He's going to want a lick of my ice-cream. And not just a little lick either.


    If I know Danny it will be a big slobbery saliva-drenched lick.


    I can't take that risk.


    Initiate emergency ice-cream-hiding sequence immediately!
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    Lisa Mackney is the most beautiful, nicest, smartest, sweetest girl at Andy's school . . . well, according to Andy. She has a secret admiration for Andy but is continually disappointed by his apparent immaturity and talent for getting himself into extremely embarrassing situations in front of her.


    The story behind the character


    Lisa is loosely based on Lisa Mackney, who attended the same primary school as me and whom I had a secret crush on in Grade 4. I was too shy to ever tell her then, but she knows now because of the books and she doesn't mind at all—she really is the most beautiful, nicest, smartest, sweetest girl in the world—well, apart from my wife, Jill, of course.


    Appearances



    'Copycat from Ballarat' (Just Annoying!)



    'Expel me!' (Just Stupid!)


    'Dum-dum' (Just Stupid!)


    'Chubby Bubbies' (Just Stupid!)


    'The dog ate it' (Just Crazy!)


    'Rubbish' (Just Crazy!)


    'Kittens, puppies and ponies' (Just Crazy!)


    'The story of the very stupid boy and the very big slug' (Just Disgusting!)


    'Balloons of doom' (Just Shocking!)


    'Why I love Choco-pops in fifty words or less' (Just Shocking!)


    Just Macbeth!


    'Andy's handbag' (Just Doomed!)


    'Lick' (Just Doomed!)


    'I Hate Jeremy Smart!' (Just Doomed!)


    'Romeo and Juliet and Danny and Lisa and me: A diary of doomed love' (Just Doomed!)
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    The first story I ever had published was called 'Lost in time'. I wrote it when I was 12 years old. It was published in Pursuit, which was a magazine produced by the Victorian Education Department for Victorian school students. The story is about a boy who is transported many thousands of years into the future into the 100th century while buying two cans of cola and three packets of chips at the MCG.


    The story behind the story


    I suspect this story was inspired by my love of the TV show Lost in Space and my horror comic collection, which contained many stories about time travel. I'm not saying 'Lost in Time' is a great story, but I think it's a great idea when you're starting out writing to write the sorts of stories you most like to read—it gives you a great advantage because you know the basics of how these stories are supposed to work. You know what sorts of things are supposed to happen at the beginnings, the middles and the climaxes of the stories you love and it makes the whole process more pleasurable and achievable.


    Favourite bit


    'Where am I? Let me out! What do you want?' I cried.


    'Relax,' said a smooth voice. 'Relax. You'll be all right if you co-operate. We have carried out electronic tests on you and have found that you are not one of us. You look like us but you have a primitive brain, red blood, and, strangest of all, you have growth on the top of your head.'


    Then I realised that everyone I had seen before was wearing a hat. Only the man I was talking to now wasn't, and he didn't have a hair on his head!


    'We think you are some kind of primitive man,' he concluded.


    'I come from the 20th century!' I cried out. 'Which century is this?'


    He answered calmly. 'This is . . .' He paused. 'This is the 100th century!'


    'Could you get me back to the 20th century?' I asked.


    'I don't know,' he replied. 'It might be too far for our time machine to go twice.'
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    Your lower body starts at the ground, goes up to your bottom and all the way back down again. The fourth section of What Body Part is That? explains everything there is to know about your lower body including which parts are best to eat if you're lost at sea, the truth about bums and how to use your legs to get you from one place to another.


    Contents


    Legs


    Buttocks


    Thighs


    Calves


    Ankles


    Feet


    Toes
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    Fred sleeps at the top of a 100-decker bed. Unfortunately, Fred is a restless sleeper who often falls out of bed (hence his lumpy bumpy head).


    The story behind the story


    I got the idea for this story from my niece, Miranda, who when she was about seven years old said, in tones of awe and wonder, 'Imagine a one hundred-decker bed!'
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    Mabel Freeman is the bum-fighting grandmother of Zack Freeman and founding member of Mabel's Angels, the world's first bum-fighting team. Married to Percy Freeman, she is a legendary bum-fighter also known as the Pincher, and is highly skilled in the art of forefinger-and-thumb-to-bum combat.


    The story behind the character


    I named Mabel (and Percy) after my grandparents Mabel and Percy Griffiths. Percy had a great sense of humour, but Mabel was very polite and proper, which is why I found it funny to name such a non-polite and non-proper character after her.


    Appearances


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)
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    Mabel's Angels is the world's first bum-fighting team, consisting of the Flicker, the Forker and founding member the Pincher.


    Appearances


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)
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    The Macbeth Test features on the back cover of Just Macbeth! (2009).


    Is this the right book for you? Take the Macbeth Test and find out.


    
      	Do you love stories about witches, ghosts, time travel, angry garden gnomes and ruthless tyrants?


      	Do you ever wish that you could be the boss of everyone and everything?


      	Do you think people who are really bad at karaoke deserve to die?


      	Do you like the idea of being able to impress people with your knowledge of one of Shakespeare's most famous plays?


      	Do you giggle when you hear or read the word 'bosom'?

    


    Score: one point for each 'yes' answer.


    3–5 — You are a ruthless tyrant. You are also very immature. You will love this book.


    1–2 — You are either a ruthless tyrant or simply very immature. You will love this book.


    0 — You are an immature, ruthless tyrant and you don't even know it! You will love this book.


    See also


    The Annoying Test


    The Crazy Test


    The Disgusting Test


    The Doomed Test


    The Shocking Test


    The Stupid Test


    The Tricking Test
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    Macduff the Gnome is Andy's (Macbeth's) nemesis.


    The story behind the character


    In Shakespeare's play Macbeth, the character Macduff is the one person who can destroy Macbeth. When Andy Griffiths retold the story in the form of Just Macbeth!, the director of the play, Wayne Harrison, came up with the idea of making Macduff a garden gnome, as a reference to Andy's previous problems with an indestructible garden gnome in 'Wish you weren't here' (Just Annoying!).
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    The marshmallow machine was invented by Andy and Terry in the secret underground laboratory of their 13-storey treehouse. The marshmallow machine follows them around and automatically shoots marshmallows into their mouths whenever they're hungry. It also serves as an important safety device. On one memorable occasion it fired a protective pillow of marshmallows to save Terry from crashing to the ground and hurting himself after falling from a great height.
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    Marshmallows appear in a number of Andy Griffiths' stories. In the short story 'Chubby Bubbies' in Just Stupid!, Andy accepts a dare from Danny to see who can stuff the most marshmallows in their mouths. In a direct reference to this story in Just Macbeth, Lisa/Lady Macbeth is upstaged while attempting to deliver one of the most famous speeches in all of Shakespeare's plays by Andy/Macbeth stealing marshmallows from her plate and stuffing as many of them as he can into his mouth. Marshmallows also make an appearance in the Treehouse series, which features a marshmallow machine that follows Andy and Terry around the treehouse and automatically fires marshmallows into their mouths whenever they are hungry.


    See also


    Explosions


    Robots


    Time travel
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    Mascot Madness is the third book in the Schooling Around series.


    To boost Northwest Southeast Central School's morale at the upcoming Northwest interschool track and field competition, Mr Brainfright dresses up in a banana suit and becomes the school's mascot. Unfortunately, the ruthless ex-wrestler principal of the rival Northwest West Academy, Mr Constrictor, will stop at nothing to win and trains his school mascot, a ferocious pit bull terrier called Chomp, to attack and eat bananas on sight. Meanwhile, Henry McThrottle and his friends have their own battle with their boastful blowhard of a sports teacher, Mr Grunt, and the school bully, Fred Durkin, who is working as a double-agent for Northwest West Academy.


    The story behind the story


    I remember reading Ursula LeGuin's amazing Wizard of Earthsea trilogy and being fascinated by the story of the apprentice magician who had the ability to assume the bodies of various animals but had to be careful not to spend too long in any one body as the thoughts of the animal's brain would gradually take over his own and cause him to forget that he was ever a human and he'd literally become that animal for the rest of his life. I guess I wanted to explore the idea that if someone wore a character costume suit for too long that they would then begin to think that they really were that character, and Mr Brainfright seemed like the perfect person for the job.


    Favourite bit


    'Simply stated,' said Fiona, 'Mr Brainfright is no longer himself. He thinks he is a banana.'


    'That's the stupidest thing I've ever heard!' said Gretel.


    'No, it's not,' said Fiona, pointing to the page she was reading from. 'Listen to this: “The effects of mascot madness are very difficult to categorise. They manifest differently in each individual case. For example, Mr Simmons of Central City, who served as a gorilla mascot for the Central City ping pong team, came to identify with his suit so completely that he believed he really was a gorilla.”'


    'Did he recover?' said Jenny.


    'No,' said Fiona, shaking her head. She looked back down at the page. 'He is now a popular tourist attraction in the gorilla enclosure of the Northwest Zoo. And then there's Mrs Beek of Northwest West West West, who was an eagle mascot for the Northwest West West West netball team. She was cured of her madness after jumping out of a tree in an attempt to fly. It is believed that the shock of the fall snapped her out of it . . .'


    'That's terrible!' said Jenny. 'That poor woman!'


    'At least she got better,' I pointed out.


    'Yes,' said Fiona solemnly. 'But it gets worse. “There's the tragic case of Mr White of Central City, who, a mere seven weeks after wearing a shark mascot costume for less than an hour each day, went to his local swimming pool where he attacked several swimmers and—”' Fiona shut the book. 'I can't read any more,' she said. 'It's too awful!'


    Jack grabbed the book and started flipping through it, no doubt in search of the gruesome details. 'Are there any pictures?' he asked.


    See also


    The Mascot Madness! Test
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    The Mascot Madness! Test features on the back cover of Mascot Madness! (2009).


    1. Northwest Southeast Central School have never won the interschool athletics competition because they have


    A: no talent. B: no guts. C: no mascot.


    2. Mr Brainfright dresses up in a banana suit because


    A: he's bored. B: he's nuts. C: he's the new Northwest Southeast Central mascot.


    3. Northwest West Academy's mascot, a ferocious pit bull terrier called Chomp, is trained to attack


    A: postmen. B: cats. C: bananas.


    4. Mr Grunt, the sports teacher, brags that he was once in the


    A: newspaper. B: army. C: Olympics.


    5. Mascot Madness! is


    A: a new dance. B: when a mascot gets angry. C: a very funny book about winning, losing, cheating, really hard squeezing and dancing bananas.


    Answers:


    1. C


    2. C


    3. C


    4. C


    5. C


    See also


    The Pencil of Doom! Test


    The Robot Riot! Test


    The Treasure Fever! Test
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    The mashing and pulverising machine is a machine designed to mash and pulverise both inorganic and organic matter into unrecognisable mush. It first appears in the story 'Kittens, puppies and ponies' (Just Crazy!) as the creation of the evil genius Mr White, who—shockingly—uses it to dispose of all the kittens, puppies and ponies of Lovelyville. It later reappears in Just Macbeth!—this time in a lavishly illustrated four-page spread—as Andy's (Macbeth's) main means of disposing of all his real and perceived enemies (including—inexplicably—The Wiggles and even Andy Griffiths himself).


    Appearances


    'Kittens, puppies and ponies' (Just Crazy!)


    'Balloons of doom' (Just Shocking!)


    Just Macbeth!
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    Max is a mad motorbike rider who picks Andy up by the side of the road after Andy's parents have left him behind. Max speeds after them to help Andy get back into the family car.
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    The Maze of Doom is situated on a level of Andy and Terry's 26-storey treehouse measuring no more than 10 square metres, this three-dimensional labyrinth contains over 25 kilometres of confusing paths, most leading to dead-ends. The maze is so complicated that nobody who has ever gone in has ever come out again. It doesn't even have emergency exits.
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    Mermaidia is a terrifying sea-monster who arrives in The 13-storey treehouse as an egg in a packet of sea-monkey eggs. When Terry adds the water to the eggs she hatches but disguises herself as a mermaid and tries to trick Terry into marrying her so she can take him back to the ocean and eat him. She has slimy sea-monstery skin, slimy sea-monstery tentacles and a slimy sea-monstery stench.
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    Mike rides a bike with a ridiculously long and dangerous spike sticking out of the front. He chases the narrator and his dog through a series of bizarre landscapes over three wordless double-page spreads before forcing them over a cliff. Mike has since been charged under the Vehicle Safety Act with making illegal modifications to a bicycle and under the Be Nice to Other People Act for causing an innocent boy and his dog to fall off a cliff.


    Favourite bit


    Here comes Mike.


    Mike rides a bike.


    Mike rides a bike with a


    VERY big spike!
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    'Monsters of the Mind' is a comic book story Andy refers to in 'Why I love Choco-pops in fifty words or less' (Just Shocking!). It tells the story of John Restin, an alien posing as a diplomat in order to obtain a briefcase containing the master plan of the Earth's defences against aliens. As he leaves the Pentagon he hits his head and can't remember who he is or what is in the briefcase. All he knows is that he must protect the briefcase at all costs. After being pursued by a series of aliens he decides to sacrifice himself by jumping off a bridge rather than give up the briefcase. As his human body dies his true alien nature is revealed. He remembers his mission and delivers the briefcase to his alien superiors who then turn to the reader and announce that now that they have the briefcase there is nothing we earth creatures can do to stop them and that we are all doomed.


    The story behind the story


    I loved reading horror comics as a child (and still do), and this story is one of my favourites. It had a huge impact on me when I was young and its influence can be seen in some of my own stories.
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    Mr Bainbridge is Andy's dad's boss. He is very straightlaced and, when not being shocked by seeing Andy in the nude, is busy dispensing 'helpful' advice about taking advantage of opportunities, studying hard at school and not neglecting your maths and science, as well as identifying what he considers to be the problems with young people today.


    Favourite quotes


    'It's rare to see such thoughtfulness in young people today. They're all too wrapped up in their Xboxes and mobile phones and eepods.'


    'That's the trouble with young people today,' says Mr Bainbridge. 'Very rude. And very greedy.'


    'That's another thing about young people today,' says Mr Bainbridge. 'They just don't listen.'


    'That's the trouble with young people today,' says Mr Bainbridge. 'Tea, tea, tea . . . they NEVER stop drinking tea.'


    'Some of the happiest days of my life were spent playing lemonade roulette! We didn't have much, but we were happy . . . in fact, that's the trouble with young people today: they get too much.'


    Nude note


    A number of stories culminate in Andy ending up naked in front of Mr and Mrs Bainbridge, and in 'Mudmen' both Andy and his father are naked. In a surprising twist, Andy sees Mr and Mrs Bainbridge in the nude in 'Just nude!' in Just Doomed!.


    Appearances


    'Cockroach' (Just Tricking!)


    'In the shower with Andy' (Just Annoying!)


    'Runaway pram' (Just Stupid!)


    'Mudmen' (Just Crazy!)


    'Lemonade roulette' (Just Shocking!)


    'Just nude!' (Just Doomed!)
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    Mr Brainfright is a much-loved but highly unconventional teacher at Northwest Southeast Central School. He wears a purple jacket, an orange shirt and a bright green tie. In Treasure Fever! he organises an archaeological-style dig in the school grounds. In Pencil of Doom! he performs magic tricks for the class, including sawing a girl in half. In Mascot Madness! he dresses up in a banana suit to boost morale at the interschool track and field competition, and in Robot Riot! he runs a joke-telling session and a lesson where students look through coloured sheets of cellophane.


    Mr Brainfright teaches his students a number of important lessons, including 'When you're breathing, it's very important not to fall out the window' and 'Nothing will strike fear into the heart of your opponent more than the sight of a giant banana.'


    The story behind the character


    The name 'Mr Brainfright' came from a stick figure cartoon character that I used to like drawing on the computer. Mr Brainfright had a series of bizarre and unlikely adventures. When I first started self-publishing small pocketbooks, which I sold at markets, my publishing logo was 'Brainfright Press'.


    During my brief period as an English teacher I tried to introduce a variety of unusual and creative activities into my classroom so I guess there's  a bit of me in Mr Brainfright, but he goes much further than I ever did.


    Appearances



    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)

  


  
    
      
        
          	
            Mr Broadbent

          
        

      
    


    
      
        
          	
            
              
                
                  	
                    Category:

                  

                  	
                    Character

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Appears in:

                  

                  	
                    The Just! series

                  
                

              
            

          
        

      
    


    Mr Broadbent is Andy's long-suffering neighbour. Andy and Danny try to soothe him with rainforest sounds and incense, because they think they have enraged him so much by yelling 'Murder, bloody murder' that he's really going to murder them.


    The story behind the character


    The Broadbents were our neighbours. Mrs Broadbent, who was a primary school teacher, gave me my first thesaurus for my twelfth birthday. I used to inadvertently annoy Mr Broadbent by playing loud music on the weekends, disturbing him while he was trying to work, but he never actually tried to murder me.


    Appearances


    'Murder, bloody murder!' (Just Annoying!)


    'Runaway pram' (Just Stupid!)


    'The dog ate it' (Just Crazy!)

  


  
    
      
        
          	
            Mr Constrictor

          
        

      
    


    
      
        
          	
            
              
                
                  	
                    Category:

                  

                  	
                    Character

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Appears in:

                  

                  	
                    Mascot Madness!

                  
                

              
            

          
        

      
    


    Mr Karl Constrictor is the principal of Northwest West Academy, a school that has a pro-bullying campaign and a vicious pit bull terrier, Chomp, as a mascot. Mr Constrictor was once a pro-wrestler and his nickname was The Boa because of his trademark move of squeezing his opponents so hard that they couldn't breathe. He often threatens others that he will squeeze them until their head pops. Fred and Clive Durkin are huge fans. Their dad owns a 20-DVD set, The Greatest Wrestlers Ever in the History of the Entire World, of which 19 are taken up with the exploits and amazing achievements of The Boa.
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    Vain, boastful and a discouraging sports teacher at Northwest Southeast Central School, Mr Grunt spends most of his sports lessons forcing the students to watch him perform, while boasting about how great he is and how hopeless they are. He claims to have been in the Olympics and is fond of saying that second is just another word for first loser.


    Appearances


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)
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    Mrs Bainbridge is the long-suffering wife of Mr Bainbridge.


    Nude note


    A number of stories culminate in Andy ending up naked in front of Mr and Mrs Bainbridge, and in 'Mudmen' both Andy and his father are naked. In 'Just nude!' (Just Doomed!) Andy's dad accidentally books a family holiday at a nudist resort and it is here that Andy is surprised—and horrified—to come across Mr and Mrs Bainbridge in the nude.


    Appearances


    'Cockroach' (Just Tricking!)


    'In the shower with Andy' (Just Annoying!)


    'Runaway pram' (Just Stupid!)


    'Mudmen' (Just Crazy!)


    'Lemonade roulette' (Just Shocking!)


    'Just nude!' (Just Doomed!)
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    A character we never see, Mrs Chalkboard is the absent teacher of 5C, Henry McThrottle's class. Known for her adherence to routines and her punctuality, her class are quite distressed (especially Newton Hooton) by her absence at the start of Treasure Fever! (Mrs Chalkboard is never late). She is temporarily replaced by Mr Brainfright, and Principal Greenbeard later announces that she will not be returning to the school and that Mr Brainfright can have her job permanently (the class is renamed 5B).
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    The angriest teacher at Northwest Southeast Central School, Mrs Cross is annoyed by Mr Brainfright's unconventional teaching methods and attempts to have him fired by Principal Greenbeard.


    Appearances


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)
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    One of the most popular of Terry Denton's marginal illustrated characters, Mr Scribble first appears in Just Annoying! He leads a busy and exciting life in spite of the fact that he is just a piece of scribble. In various adventures he buys bagels, horses and nuclear ballistic missiles, goes surfing, visits the gents, annoys his wife (who tells him to 'get knotted'), goes skateboarding, bungee-jumping, sleep-walking and sword-fighting.


    Appearances


    The Just! series
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    As the librarian at Northwest Southeast Central School, Mr Shush insists on absolute quiet in his library. He loves and reveres books so much that he finds it very difficult to let students so much as touch, read or borrow them.


    Appearances


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)
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    As the gardener at Northwest Southeast Central School, Mr Spade does not like people falling into his freshly dug flowerbeds and is apt to chase them with a spade (or on his ride-on mower) if they do so.


    Appearances


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)
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    Andy's teacher, Ms Livingstone, is a well-worn traveller and adventurer. Nothing can phase her. She's been marooned on an island in the Pacific Ocean after a tsunami, narrowly escaped death in Saudi Arabia by burping, worked as a stunt double for Natasha Teasedale and was part of an expedition searching for the Abominable Snowman.


    The story behind the story


    Ms Livingstone is named after a famous explorer, David Livingstone (1813-1873).


    Appearances


    'Expel me!' (Just Stupid!)


    'Mudmen' (Just Crazy!)


    Just Macbeth! (stage play)


    'Romeo and Juliet and Danny and Lisa and me: A diary of doomed love' (Just Doomed!)
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    If you like mud-fighting—and who doesn't?—this is the best mud-fighting arena around. The mud is made of the finest mud sourced from volcanic mudpools. It's thick, warm, holds its shape for easy throwing but splatters harmlessly on impact, and the best thing is that it's chocolate flavoured so if you get some in your mouth it doesn't matter. The stadium seating can hold up to 60 spectators, although sometimes there's so much mud getting flung around that it can be hard to tell the difference between the audience and the mud-fighters.
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    After a series of unfortunate events, Andy and his father both end up naked and locked out of the house. They cover themselves in mud and launch into a commando-style mission through the neighbourhood in an attempt to retrieve a spare key from Andy's father's workplace . . . but then it starts to rain.


    The story behind the story


    This never actually happened to me—or my dad—but I did have a dog called Sooty. At this point I'd previously written three stories where Andy ends up in the nude in front of his parents and the Bainbridges and I wanted to take it to the next level by somehow getting Andy and his dad in the nude and the out-of-control dog and the new security measures seemed to be just what I needed. This is Andy's dad's finest moment, during which he discovers his 'inner-Andy'. The experience of being a 'mudman' and leaping over fences, running across roads and wrestling aggressive dogs—all while being in the nude—has a positively energising effect on him and he vows to change his life in order to have more fun and freedom. In the story, 'Just nude' (Just Doomed!), we discover this has also been a pivotal moment in the life of Mr and Mrs Bainbridge.


    Favourite bit


    The more mud Dad slops on, the more excited he gets. He's like a little kid. He pastes mud all over his body, and all over his head. It's in his hair, his eyes, his mouth. He looks really freaky—not like my dad at all. He covers his private parts with a leaf and hands one to me.


    'Better put this on, he says. 'Just in case.'


    'Just in case what?' I say.


    'In case somebody sees us,' he says.


    'Nobody will see us!' I say. 'Because we're mudmen! Invisible to the eye! We travel where we want! When we want! How we want!'


    'Mudmen!' says Dad, holding out his muddy hand, palm upwards. 'Give me five!'


    I give him five. Mud splashes out from our hands. I haven't seen Dad this excited since . . . since . . . well, actually I've never seen him this excited.


    Nude note


    The story is notable not just for being the fourth of those that finish with Andy naked in front of Mr and Mrs Bainbridge, but for being the first time Andy's dad ends up naked in front of them as well. Other stories in this mini-series are: 'Cockroach' (Just Tricking!), 'In the shower with Andy' (Just Annoying!), 'Runaway pram' (Just Stupid!) and 'Just nude!' (Just Doomed!).
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    Andy and Danny annoy Andy's neighbour, Mr Broadbent, by shouting 'Murder, bloody murder!' When he threatens to kill them if they don't shut up, they decide their lives depend on calming him down, but their attempts to do so only seem to enrage him further.


    The story behind the story


    I used to do this with my cousin David when we were kids. We liked to go out into the backyard and try to attract the neighbours' attention by yelling 'Murder, bloody murder!' at the top of our voices to see if we could get anybody to take any notice of us. I don't know—maybe you had to be there but we found it utterly hysterical (and ultimately a little depressing because nobody ever took any notice of us or came to our aid . . . although we were probably quite lucky they didn't come to murder us in order to get us to shut up.)


    Favourite bit


    I look up and realise that I'm blasting the hose directly against Mr Broadbent's office window.


    Big mistake.


    And the rainforest CD is sounding really weird. It's stuck, repeating the same noise over and over in a very un-relaxing way.


    Sooty is standing at the door of his kennel, barking.


    Danny's still yelling. I can't make out what he's saying.


    There's smoke and distorted bird calls and yelling and barking and the next thing I see is Mr Broadbent's head—his eyes wide and bloodshot, his teeth bared—and his enormous hands reaching for me through the smoke.


    I don't think he wants to hug me, either.
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    Muscles aren't much use without a skeleton to hang them off. And a skeleton isn't much use without muscles to hold it up and make it go. The fifth section of What Body Part is That? explains everything there is to know about the musculoskeletal system including three things about skeletons that every skeleton-owner needs to know.


    
      	Skeletons are really scary.


      	Skeletons are everywhere. Every time you go into a graveyard or a haunted house one is sure to jump out and scare you.


      	The scariest thing, however, is that there is a skeleton inside you right now and there's nothing you can do about it!

    


    Contents
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    The Mutant Maggot Lord, AKA the Mutant Spew Lord, AKA the Kisser, is an exceptionally charming ex-human being who, despite having his physical form mutated beyond recognition as a result of prolonged exposure to the extreme toxicity of a brown lake inside a bumcano, and then being eaten by giant mutant zombie maggots and regurgitated by giant mutant zombie blowflies and piecing himself together again, re-emerges with his persuasive powers intact. By the end of the series his full title is the Mutant Mutant Zombie Blowfly Spew Lord.


    Appearances


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)
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    The Indigenous Literacy Foundation is an initiative set up by the Australian Publishing industry to help address the low levels of literacy in remote indigenous communities.


    In his role as an Indigenous Literacy Foundation ambassador, Andy Griffiths travelled around Australia with other members of the Australian book industry to conduct writing workshops with students in remote communities.


    The students were given small blank 'books' and invited to fill these books—using both pictures and words—with a story based on their own lives. These stories could be true or fictional or a mixture of both. They could be dramatic, funny or simply about an activity they love.


    The thirteen stories included in this book tell tales of playing with friends, riding motorbikes, picking berries, hunting for emu eggs and wild pigs, terrifying turkeys and angry mamus.


    Contents


    'The Naked Boy and the Crocodile' by Lazarus Edwards


    'Hunting Emu Eggs' by Victor


    'Telling story: Wire on the Ground' by Jonika Frazer


    'Me and Friend' by Nerida


    'The Jumps' by Joyce


    'The Game of my Life' by Jack Dryden


    'Yellow Berries' by Maria


    'I Like Riding my Motorbike' by Bama


    'Pig Hunting' by George


    'Chased by my Turkey' by Calli-Rose


    'The River' by Kirsty


    'Goanna Hunting' by Dominic Bradshaw


    'The Day I got my Licence' by Romina Bradshaw


    See also


    The Indigenous Literacy Foundation
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    Natasha Teasedale is an actress much admired by Andy and Danny. When they attempt to give her some flowers in a fancy restaurant, they inadvertently set her hair on fire, thus enraging her boyfriend, Dirk Gibson, and end up starting a food fight that rages over the whole restaurant and involves all the diners and staff.
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    In each of the first four Just! books, there is a story that finishes withAndy naked in front of Mr and Mrs Bainbridge and in the fifth Just! book there is a story in which the Bainbridges end up naked in front of Andy. The stories is this mini-series are: 'Cockroach' (Just Tricking!), 'In the shower with Andy' (Just Annoying!), 'Runaway pram' (Just Stupid!), 'Mudmen' (Just Crazy!) and 'Just nude!' (Just Doomed!).

  


  
    
      
        
          	
            Ned Smelly

          
        

      
    


    
      
        
          	
            
              
                
                  	
                    Category:

                  

                  	
                    Character

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Appears in:

                  

                  	
                    The Bum trilogy

                  
                

              
            

          
        

      
    


    Ned Smelly is a bum-fighter who lives in the Great Windy Desert. He was instrumental in helping to derail the Great White Bum's plan to gas the world by means of a deadly bumcano. A brilliant inventor, he created Robobum, a robotic bum-fighting machine designed to look like a Great White Bum.


    Appearances


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)
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    A friend of Henry McThrottle, Newton Hooton is frightened of pretty much everything. He is even frightened of the word 'it' because sometimes there is no telling what it may refer to. Ironically, his extreme fear often leads him to inadvertently perform very brave deeds.


    Appearances


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)
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    Andy prepares a disgusting concoction to throw at whoever it is who keeps knocking on his door and running away. Unfortunately, his plans backfire when the next knock on the door is not the annoying knick-knocker but his parents.


    The story behind the story


    Occasionally my friends and I would amuse ourselves by knocking on neighbours' doors, then hide and watch the people come out and look around. (Hey, it was the 1970s before computers were invented—we had to make our own fun.) I was cured of my nick-knocking tendencies, however, after an angry neighbour didn't just open and close the door—he came down the path looking for us and ended up chasing me and my friend over the hill. It was night time so he didn't see who we were but I was scared to walk past his house for many months afterwards. And I never went nick-knocking again.


    Favourite bit


    Poor Danny. that guy is a compulsive nick-knocker. He can't bear to walk past a house without knocking on the front door and running away. I reckon he should join Nick-Knockers Anonymous.


    Danny's still knocking, but I'm not going to open the door. It will only encourage him and make me look like an idiot. He can knock until his knuckles are red-raw and he's bleeding to death right on our front doorstep. See if I care.


    Yeah, see if I care.


    I don't care . . .


    Yes I do! I DO care!


    It's driving me crazy.
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    The strange—and really quite pointless—tale of a mole called Noel who lives in a very deep hole, eats black coal and plays rock and roll to a whole bunch of other deep-hole-dwelling, black-coal-eating, rock-and-roll-loving moles.
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    When I was really little, I went through a phase of calling myself 'Noo-noo' because I wasn't able to say 'Andrew'. I also couldn't say 'hospital' (so I said 'hotel' instead) and I thought that the letters of the alphabet 'l, m, n, o, p' were a single letter called 'ENNEL-MENNEL-BEE'. As an adult I learned to say these words and now realise that there's no such letter as 'ENNEL-MENNEL-BEE' but I'm still prone to mispronouncing several other words and phrases and until very recently have had great difficulty spelling 'chocolate' (choclate), 'business' (busness), 'embarrassing' (embarassing) and I always write 'thank you' as one word, no matter how many times Jill tells me it's two.
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    The setting of the Schooling Around series, Northwest Southeast Central School is located in the southeast of a town called Northwest, which is located to the northwest of a big city called Central City.


    Appearances


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)
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    This is a list of 101 really dangerous things, such as flesh-eating ants, running with scissors, playing with matches, touching electric fences, weeing on electric fences, picking your nose with a pencil and—the most dangerous thing of all—girl germs!


    The story behind the story


    '101 really dangerous things' is the second in the '101 things list' stories. These began with '101 really disgusting things', which I could always rely on to get a reaction when I read it out in front of audiences, but after it was published in Just Disgusting! I couldn't do it any more because the audiences already knew it. So I began work on a new list which turned into '101 really dangerous things'.


    Favourite bit


    
      	Running with scissors.



      	Running while eating.



      	Running while eating a pair of scissors.



      	Asking somebody on the other side of the room to throw you a pair of scissors.



      	Running screaming out of the room and across a busy road without looking because you have a pair of scissors stuck in your eye.


    


    See also


    '101 really disgusting things' (Just Disgusting!)


    '101 ways to be doomed' (Just Doomed!)
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    This is a list of 101 really disgusting things, such as brussel sprouts, maggots, brussel sprouts with maggots in them, shower-plughole hair, lumpy milk, lumpy milk with maggots in it and—most disgusting of all—your parents kissing.


    The story behind the story


    When I began writing Just Disgusting! one of the first things I did was to make a list of disgusting things and ideas that might help me to write the stories. What I didn't realise was that the list was a story in itself. One day when I read a few items from my ever-growing list to an audience I watched them squirming around with gasps of horror and laughter as each thing on the list became increasingly more disgusting than the last. I decided to set myself the challenge of writing 101 disgusting things . . . it took longer than any of the other stories in the book because at a certain point in the list I would hit on something so horribly disgusting that it made all the other previous items seem quite nice in comparison and I'd have to go back and rewrite them all to match the new thing.


    Favourite bit


    There are too many to choose, really, but I do like the way the section from 13–16 builds.


    13. Dog poo


    14. Accidentally standing in dog poo and getting it on the bottom of your shoe.


    15. Getting dog poo on your fingers when you're trying to get dog poo off the bottom of your shoe.


    16. Eating a sausage roll and thinking that it tastes like dog poo and then realising that it's probably because you forgot to wash your hands after trying to get dog poo off the bottom of your shoe.


    See also


    '101 really dangerous things' (Just Shocking!)


    '101 ways to be doomed' (Just Doomed!)
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    A list of 101 situations in which you could be absolutely sure that you were definitely completely and utterly doomed, including school bullies, high-diving boards, soup-factory strikes, deranged brain surgeons, sinking ships, eternal life, super-powerful vacuum cleaners, toilet-water crocodiles and getting your face mowed off by a lawn-mower.


    The story behind the story


    There have been two previous 101 list stories in the Just! series: '101 really disgusting things' (Just Disgusting!) and '101 really dangerous things' (Just Shocking!). I guess I just really like writing lists . . . there's total freedom to pursue any idea, no matter how bizarre or utterly grotesque, and when you've had your fun you just move onto to another one.


    Favourite bit


    
      	The school bully says, 'Touch me again and you're dead' . . . and you touch him again.



      	Your mother says, 'Don't eat the last biscuit or I'll kill you' . . . and you eat the last biscuit.



      	You are at the beach and your parents tell you to wait for one hour after lunch before going back into the water or else you'll get cramp and drown . . . and you only wait for 59 minutes and 59.99999 seconds.



      	You are pushing a lawnmower up a steep hill and you slip and fall forward and the lawnmower starts rolling back down towards you.



      	You are flying in a very small plane and you're having a discussion with the pilot, which turns into an argument that becomes violent and ends only after you throw the pilot out of the plane and then, in the middle of celebrating your 'win', you remember that you've got no idea how to fly—let alone land—a plane.



      	You jump out of a plane and go to pull the ripcord of your parachute only to realise that you're not wearing one.


    


    See also


    '101 really disgusting things' (Just Disgusting!)


    '101 really dangerous things' (Just Shocking!)
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    The perplexing tale of an old woman who, for reasons that are not at all clear, has chosen to make her home in a piece of poo and, as a consequence, is predictably plagued by flies. She ultimately triumphs, however, by using a can of fly spray to devastating effect.


    The story behind the poem



    The poem is a very bad version of the nursery rhyme 'There was an old woman who lived in a shoe'. I love messing around with nursery rhymes. All you have to do is change a few words here and there and you end up with a completely new thing, or in this case, a completely new disgusting thing.


    Favourite bit


    Well, the whole thing really!


    There was an old woman who lived in a poo.


    She had so many flies she didn't know what to do.


    She gave them some broth and put them to bed.


    Then sprayed them with fly spray until they were dead.
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    The perplexing tale of an old woman, who, for reasons that are not at all clear, chooses to swallow a piece of poo and then swallows a dunny to catch the poo and then has to swallow a plumber to fix the dunny that flushed and gushed and made her smell funny. She ultimately spews it all up, but then what did you—or she for that matter—expect?


    The story behind the poem


    When Terry and I were writing The Bad Book we wanted to fill it with bad characters doing bad things and one of our biggest sources of inspiration was nursery rhymes, which are already full of bad characters doing bad things. In the original the old lady swallows a fly, which is already quite disgusting . . . we just took it to the next level, much to the delight of our readers and the distress of many adults who felt that children might be inspired to go out and do the same thing. But, as far as I know, none of our readers have ever been inspired to eat a piece of poo after reading this rhyme—if anything it's probably made the idea less attractive than it already was.


    Favourite bit


    There was an old lady


    who swallowed a plumber;


     Could you get any dumber


    than to swallow a plumber?


    She swallowed the plumber


    to fix the dunny


    that flushed and gushed


    and made her smell funny.


    She swallowed the dunny to catch the poo.


    I don't know why


    she swallowed that poo,


    Perhaps she'll spew.
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    Open-shark surgery is any surgery where a shark's belly is opened up and the contents removed. If you're intending to perform open-shark surgery, you should first make sure that the shark is sedated with a suitably strong shark-anaesthetic (Andy and Terry recommend Dr Numbskull's Sleepy-Shark™) unless you want to end up as one of the objects that you are trying to remove. Shark stomachs often contain many items of interest, such as gold coins, cannon balls, treasure maps, crabs, turtles, wooden pirate legs, wooden pirate heads and Terry's underpants.
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    Pencil of Doom! is the second book in the Schooling Around series.


    Henry McThrottle and his friends become convinced that a strange pencil given to Henry by Principal Greenbeard has evil powers—whatever picture is drawn with it comes true, with terrible results. Henry tries desperately to destroy the pencil before it can destroy him but the pencil has other ideas and Henry and his friends find themselves locked in a life and death struggle against the most powerful pencil in the world.


    The story behind the book


    I always adored a story from my trusty horror comic collection about a horror comic story writer who discovers that whenever he writes a story about a terrifying monster that it comes alive in the real world. He eventually realises that it's due to the fact that he has been writing these stories on an old typewriter he found in a junk shop and, during a life and death struggle with one of his otherwise indestructible creations, he has the brilliant idea to throw the typewriter out of the window, thereby destroying the monster.


    Favourite bit


    In the following scene Henry, Newton, Jenny and Gretel are trapped under an avalanche of books in the school library.


    'Do you think we'll ever get out?' asked Newton.


    'Yes,' I said, 'of course we will.'


    'But what if we don't?' he said. 'What if we're trapped here forever? What will we eat? What if we have to eat each other? That will make us cannibals. I don't want to be a cannibal. I'm scared of cannibals!'


    'Snap out of it, Newton!' said Gretel. 'You're getting hysterical!'


    'Yes, calm down, Newton,' Jenny's voice was more gentle. 'You don't have to be a cannibal if you don't want to be. None of us do.'


    'But what are we going to eat?' said Newton. 'Books?'


    'There'll be no book-eating in my library!' cried Mr Shush, as he finally removed the books that were blocking the end of the row. Our space flooded with light.


    We could see Mr Shush, Fred, Clive, Gina, Penny and Jack peering in at us.


    'HALLELUJAH!' I yelled. 'WE'RE SAVED!'


    'Shush!' said Mr Shush. 'Keep it down! This is a library, you know, not a church!'


    See also


    The Pencil of Doom! test
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    The Pencil of Doom! Test features on the back cover of Pencil of Doom! (2008).


    1. Henry's scary new pencil has an eraser in the shape of a


    A: smiley face. B: love heart. C: skull.


    2.The pencil is called a 'pencil of doom' because


    A: it used to belong to a boy called Doom. B: it has a very sharp tip. C: whenever it's used, somebody gets hurt.


    3. Henry tries to destroy the pencil by


    A: eating it. B: kissing it. C: crushing it.


    4. Henry's enemy, Clive Durkin, uses the pencil to draw Henry and his friends being buried under an avalanche of


    A: rose petals. B: puppies. C: snow.


    5. Pencil of Doom! is


    A: a horror movie. B: a computer game. C: a very funny book about a very dangerous pencil.


    Answers:


    1. C


    2. C


    3. C


    4. C


    5. C


    See also


    The Mascot Madness! Test


    The Robot Riot! Test


    The Treasure Fever! Test
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    Percy Freeman, also known as the Wiper, is the grandfather of Zack Freeman. A legendary bum-fighter highly skilled in the art of toilet-paper-to-bum combat, he is a co-founder, along with his wife, Mabel Freeman, of modern bum-fighting. He was unfortunately wiped out by Stenchgantor, the Great Unwiped Bum.


    The story behind the character


    I named Mabel and Percy after my grandparents, Mabel and Percy Griffiths. Percy had a great sense of humour, but Mabel was very polite and proper, which is why I found it funny to name such a non-polite and non-proper character after her.
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    After Danny swallows Andy's goldfish, Andy punches Danny so hard that his head comes off and, as if that's not horrifying enough, then an army of little Dannys storms out of Danny's neck intent on revenge. Later Andy gets swallowed by a gigantic Danny, and after exiting his stomach on a giant burp gets lodged in his nostril and almost squashed to death by Danny's finger.


    The story behind the story


    As a child I had a recurring dream about being swallowed by a giant cat. I also had one about being chased by thousands of tiny little people.


    My favourite bit


    This can't be real.


    I must be dreaming.


    That's it! Of course! I'm still in my dream!


    Or am I? Is it a dream? Or is it some sort of weird hallucination? What if I've gone mad but I don't know I've gone mad because not knowing I've gone mad is part of the madness?


    But then the fact that I'm thinking this means that I must know I'm mad so I can't be mad.


    But how can I be sure that I'm not just dreaming that I'm mad—or that I'm mad and I'm just having a regular dream?


    I could try pinching myself again, but that didn't really help the first time. That's how I ended up in here. What if I pinch myself and I end up in an even worse dream? I couldn't stand it. This is bad enough.


    No. I'm just going to have to deal with the situation as it is. It's the only way. I have to find a way out of Danny's stomach. But how?
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    Pinky is the faithful sidekick of Superfinger, the superhero finger created by Andy and Terry in their desperate attempt to write a book in The 13-Storey Treehouse. Pinky accompanies Superfinger on all his adventures, including playing tambourine while Superfinger jams with Jimmy Handrix.
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    The tale of an unfortunate donkey with a shonky tail, a wonky leg and a bonky brain.


    The story behind the story


    This very silly rhyme is based on one that I always liked as a child, which was reproduced (with additional verses) in The Very Bad Book.


    Favourite bit


    Inky Pinky Ponky


    Daddy bought a donkey


    Donkey died. Daddy cried. 


    Inky Pinky Ponky.
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    Andy pretends to be dead to get out of going to school, but his plan backfires when badly when his parents discover their 'dead' son and decide to dig a grave in the backyard and bury him.


    The story behind the story


    Most people have tried to pretend they were too sick to go to school—Andy just takes it that little bit further. Unfortunately for him, so do his parents. 'Playing dead' was the first Just! story written for Just Tricking! and, in fact, the first Just! story that I ever wrote. I was worried that its subject matter might be a little too strong for some people, but out of all the stories from the first book it was the one that received the most enthusiastic and positive feedback, and along with 'Cockroach', set the tone for all subsequent Just! stories.


    Favourite bit


    I've been sucked in.


    Sucked in, chewed up and spat out.


    But then, maybe things aren't as bad as they seem.


    Never mind that I'm wet and cold.


    Never mind that I'm covered in mud.


    Never mind that I'm the victim of a heartless practical joke that had me thinking I had killed my father and driven my mother insane.


    No, never mind all this.


    At least I got the day off school.
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    When I was in Year 7 at school I wrote, typed and printed a magazine that featured fake news articles, jokes, puzzles, comic strips and riddles (for example, 'What did the maths book say to the other maths book? You've got problems!'). It was called Popcorn, and I sold it to other Year 7 students for three cents a copy (this was in a time when one and two-cent coins still existed). It lasted for five issues.
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    Principal at Northwest Southeast Central School, Mr Greenbeard believes he is the captain of a ship and that the staff and students are his crew. He peppers his speech with nautical terms such as, 'Ahoy there,' 'Come aboard,' and 'Shiver me timbers.'


    Appearances


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)
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    A story, told mostly in comic-strip form, about an excuse Andy comes up with for being late for school. His excuse involves the construction of a ridiculously elaborate tale involving tight underpants, burglary, a jail break, an international ring of criminal masterminds, saving the world from certain doom, baggy underpants, booby traps and a court appearance. The problem is that by the time he finishes his explanation school has been finished for half an hour and his teacher and the rest of the students have all gone home. Andy realises that he is now late for a dental appointment and he begins concocting another elaborate excuse.


    The story behind the story


    I really like comically over-elaborate plots, excuses and explanations—such a delicious waste of everybody's time!


    Favourite bit


    'Thanks a million, Squizzy,' I said.


    'Couldn't have done it without you, kid,' he said. 'How about joining my gang?'


    'I can't,' I said. 'I've got to change my undies and then get to school.'


    'School?' said Squizzy. 'School's for fools! And besides, nobody says NO to Squizzy Taylor. Nobody still living, that is, if you get my drift.'


    I got his drift, all right. If my tight undies didn't kill me, then Squizzy certainly would.


    He took me back to his international crime lair.


    He introduced me to his gang of criminal mastermind pals, who were putting the finishing touches to an evil underpants-shrinking machine.


    They planned to use it to shrink the underpants of all the police in the entire world at the same time.


    'But why?' I said. 'Tight undies are horrible. They are really painful, and they can cut off the circulation to your legs and leave you paralysed!'


    'Exactly!' said Squizzy. 'With all the police in the whole world out of action, me and my criminal mastermind buddies will be able to commit all the crime we want!'
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    Roberta Flywheel is the new girl in Henry McThrottle's class. Henry suspects she is a super-advanced, super-intelligent robot on a mission to rid the world of human beings, starting with everyone at Northwest Southeast Central School.
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    Invented by Ned Smelly, Robobum is a state-of-the-art robotic bum designed to look like a Great White Bum. It has fully riveted reinforced steel cheeks, turbo-assisted jet repulsion units and onboard tea- and coffee-making facilities, as well as being nuclear wart-head equipped and self-wiping.


    Note


    Robobum combines two of my favourite obsessions: time travel and robots.
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    Robot Riot! is the fourth book in the Schooling Around series.


    A new girl, Roberta Flywheel, comes to Northwest Southeast Central School. She is very smart, very strong, does not feel fear (she touches a spider) and doesn't seem to have much imagination or possess a sense of humour. So, naturally, Henry McThrottle concludes that she is a robot. At first his friends dismiss his fears but when Roberta proves to be stronger than Gretel, better at drawing than Jack and even nicer than Jenny Friendly, they come around to his way of thinking. Convinced that Roberta plans to take over the school and then the world, they ask Grant Gadget to build a robot-fighting robot. He creates the Grantbot 1000, but things don't go according to plan . . .


    The story behind the story


    I've always loved robots, especially ones that go out of control and destroy everything around them. I always knew that this is the way that I wanted the Schooling Around series to end—with the school being destroyed—and an out-of-control robot seemed like the perfect way to do it!


    Favourite bit


    'So you really could build a robot?' said Jenny. 'That would be great.'


    'Yeah, fantastic,' said Gretel.


    'Way to go, Grant,' I said, clapping him on the back.


    'Yay! Great!' said Jack. But he was being sarcastic.


    'What sort of features would you like it to have?' Grant said, ignoring Jack.


    'We can choose?' asked Jenny, excitedly. 'Eye colour? Hair colour? That sort of thing?'


    'No,' said Grant, rolling his eyes. 'I meant what sort of robot do you want? There are lots of different types, you know. Household robots, nano-bots, marine-bots, fighting robots—'


    'A fighting robot!' said Gretel.


    'Yeah. We definitely need a fighting robot!' I said. 'A robot-fighting robot.'


    Grant stroked his chin. 'Let me get some details.' He took a small pen and notepad out of his shirt pocket. 'Now, let's see . . . do you want it to have laser beam eyes?'


    'What colour are they?' asked Jenny.


    'Red when activated,' said Grant. 'The laser beams incinerate everything the robot looks at.'


    'Wow!' said Jack. 'They sound pretty cool!' This time he wasn't being sarcastic.


    'No!' said Newton. 'I'm scared of laser beam eyes.'


    'They do sound a bit dangerous,' I said. 'We don't want anyone getting hurt. We just want to stop Roberta.'


    'I guess you're right,' said Grant. 'I suppose that rules out flame-thrower hands as well.'


    See also


    The Robot Riot! Test
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    The Robot Riot! Test features on the back cover of Robot Riot! (2009).


    1. Henry McThrottle suspects that the new girl, Roberta Flywheel, is


    A: a spy. B: a boy. C: a robot.


    2. Roberta writes in her diary that she is on a mission to


    A: kiss Henry. B: clean up the school. C: exterminate all humans.


    3. Henry and his friends ask Grant Gadget to build


    A: a treehouse. B: a sandcastle. C: a robot-fighting robot.


    4. Grant Gadget's robot-fighting robot malfunctions and


    A: picks flowers. B: starts telling jokes. C: goes completely out of control.


    5. Robot Riot! is the name of


    A: a soft drink. B: a hairstyle. C: a very funny book about robots, making friends and falling out of windows.


    Answers:


    1. C


    2. C


    3. C


    4. C


    5. C


    See also


    The Mascot Madness! Test


    The Pencil of Doom! Test


    The Treasure Fever! Test
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    Robots are a recurring subject in my stories. Robots feature in Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (Ned Smelly's Robobum); in 'I am a ro-bot' (Just Shocking!); in Robot Riot! (the Grantbot 1000) and in The 26-Storey Treehouse (Edward Scooperhands, the ice-cream parlour robot).


    See also


    Explosions


    Marshmallows


    Time travel
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    Andy discovers Lisa is going to be Juliet in the school production of Romeo and Juliet so he auditions for the part of Romeo, hoping that he'll get to kiss her. His plan goes horribly wrong, however, when Lisa becomes ill and has to drop out of the production and Danny ends up taking her place.


    The story behind the story


    After the fun of colliding Shakespeare's Macbeth with the world of the Just! series (Just Macbeth!), Jill and I were looking for another suitable Shakespearean play so that we could do it all over again. Romeo and Juliet seemed the obvious choice and so we created this diary of doomed love as a way of exploring the concept.


    Favourite bit


    Okay. It's official. Danny is definitely trying to kill me.


    Just before rehearsal this afternoon Danny told me he was going to act so well that Ms Livingstone would realise what a big mistake she'd made casting me as Romeo and not him and that she would then fire me and cast him as Romeo and I said, Dream on, Danny, and he said, No, you dream on, Andy, because I'm going to act you right off the stage!


    And he wasn't joking.


    We were rehearsing the scene where Danny—as Mercutio—gets stabbed by Juliet's cousin, Tybalt. He's meant to just get stabbed, make a speech (of course!) and then leave the stage, but instead Danny took at least ten—yes, ten—minutes to die. He was staggering from one side of the stage to the other holding his stomach and going Oh, oh, Romeo, I am stabbed, I am stabbed, a plague on both your houses and all this other stuff that I'm not sure is even in the script and then he bumped into me so hard that he really did 'act me off the stage! If I hadn't managed to grab onto one of the curtains on the side of the stage I would have fallen off and really been hurt or maybe even killed, which I'm sure was exactly what Danny wanted.

  


  
    
      
        
          	
            Rubber vomit

          
        

      
    


    
      
        
          	
            
              
                
                  	
                    Category:

                  

                  	
                    Practical joke accessory

                  
                

              
            

          
        

      
    


    


    When I was in grade one I remember being fascinated by a piece of rubber vomit in the window of the milk bar opposite the school. I thought the owner of that piece of rubber vomit would surely be the funniest person in the world. One day I couldn't resist it any longer. I 'borrowed' twenty cents from my mother's purse and bought it on the way home from school. When I got home I laid it on the front doormat, knocked on the door and when Mum opened it I pretended I'd been sick. But Mum wasn't fooled for a second (the mat was made of wire!), and she told me it was disgusting and made me put the vomit in the incinerator and burn it. Although my first ever practical joke didn't go quite the way I'd hoped, the joke really still was on her because it was her money that I'd used to buy it.


    Many years later, when I was much older, I used to buy jars of corn relish from the supermarket, re-label them as 'Andy's Own Vomit' and secretly put them into people's refrigerators. I guess this just goes to show that even though you might grow older, you don't necessarily grow up.
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    Andy forgets to put out the rubbish and has to chase after the rubbish truck to try to get his bin emptied or else he'll be in really big trouble. Unfortunately, he falls into the bin and is collected along with the rubbish. He finally makes his way out of the truck only to discover he is right outside the park—right where he had arranged to meet Lisa Mackney and at just the right time.


    The story behind the story


    I heard a story about a man who missed the rubbish collection and went running into another street with his bin to try to get his bin emptied there. It sounded like exactly the sort of thing Andy would do, but I wanted to go one better and have him actually in the bin when it's emptied into the rubbish truck.


    My favourite bit


    I sit up.


    I look around.


    I'm outside the park.


    Right where I said I would meet Lisa.


    I'm right on time, but everything else is wrong. As wrong as it possibly could be.


    There she is looking clean and fresh and princess-like, her soft hair shining in the morning sun. And here I am, sitting in the gutter in my pyjamas covered in rubbish, surrounded by flies, clutching my rubber duck.
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    Rubbish Bins in Space is a collection of creative writing starters and exercises based on the sort of activities Andy Griffiths used to give to his students when he was a secondary English teacher. It was preceded by Swinging on the Clothesline (1993). Both books were illustrated by Terry Denton and marked the beginning of Andy and Terry's creative partnership. The books are currently out of print but Andy is planning to produce a new creative writing book in 2013.
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    Andy and his best friend, Danny, find an old pram that's been left out with the rubbish. Andy dresses up as a baby and Danny pushes him around the streets in the pram, but then Danny lets go at the top of a very steep hill and Andy finds himself stuck in a runaway pram that's getting faster all the time.


    The story behind the story


    Danny and I bought a pram from the junk stall at our school fete and gave each other rides in it. Danny did let go on a hill but luckily the pram just tipped over and I fell out.


    Favourite bit


    The men are waving their arms and yelling.


    'Stop!' they yell. 'Eewayamp!'


    What? Are they crazy? Eewayamp? What's an eewayamp?


    I turn around. I'm not on a road at all. I'm on a FREEWAY RAMP!


    And even worse, I'm heading towards a big red sign that says WRONG WAY GO BACK.


    But I can't. I'm going too fast. I'm going to be on the freeway in seconds.


    Nude note



    This story is the third of those that finish with Andy naked in front of Mr and Mrs Bainbridge. Other stories in this mini-series are: 'Cockroach' (Just Tricking!), 'In the shower with Andy' (Just Annoying!), 'Mudmen' (Just Crazy!) and 'Just nude!' (Just Doomed!)
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    Ruth rides around on a scooter with a super-loud hooter scaring old ladies, stunning birds, blasting the nappy off a baby, knocking over waiters, destroying houses and causing the narrator to fall off the roof of a building.


    Favourite bit


    We think Ruth


    would be a LOT cuter


    if she'd only stop blowing


    her super-loud hooter.
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    'The sad bad bad-man' is a nonsense poem about a bad man who is sad because he's bad at being bad. However, after attending sad bad bad-man school where sad bad bad-men are taught to be good at being good bad men instead of being sad bad bad-men he stops being sad and becomes the gladdest ex-sad bad bad-man in the history of sad bad bad-men who stopped being sad bad bad-men and became glad good bad-men.


    The story behind the story


    In The Bad Book Terry and I created a rule that every character had to be bad. But this created a problem because, say, if we wanted to put a bad man into the book, then by our rule he would have to be a bad bad man, that is he'd be bad at being bad, which means he'd be good and wouldn't be able to be in the book. See the problem? This story was my attempt to work out a way around it.
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    All four books in the Schooling Around series are narrated by fifth-grade student Henry McThrottle, and tell of the unusual happenings at his school, Northwest Southeast Central. Henry's group of friends includes his funny friend Jack Japes; a very kind girl, Jenny Friendly; an incredibly strong girl, Gretel Armstrong; and Newton Hooton, who is afraid of everything. Other memorable characters are the brainy class captains, David Worthy and Fiona McBrain; the school bully, Fred Durkin, and his moronic younger brother, Clive; Grant Gadget, a boy inventor; and the school's principal, Mr Greenbeard, who seems to believe that he is a captain, the school is a ship and the students and teachers are all members of his crew. Henry's class is taught by their much-loved, highly unconventional teacher, Mr Brainfright.


    Books


    Treasure Fever! (2008)


    Pencil of Doom! (2008)


    Mascot Madness! (2009)


    Robot Riot! (2009)
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    The Sea of Bums is a large inland sea teeming with aquatic bum-life. Many scientists believe that life on Earth originated in the Sea of Bums with single-cheek bum life forms such as bum-sponges, trilobutts, jelly bumfish, sea scorpibums, spiny bum-urchins and octobumopusi (see Invertebutts).
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    Sea-monkeys is a brand name for a type of brine shrimp that can exist in egg form for many years and then hatch and come to life instantly when added to water. They were popularised by Harold von Braunhut in 1962, who came up with the name 'Amazing Sea-Monkeys' and advertised them on the back of comic books. These ads depicted sea-monkeys as semi-humanoid animals living in elaborate underwater kingdoms. Although they do come to life instantly, many people were disappointed that they didn't look like the creatures in the advertisements.


    The story behind the sea-monkeys


    In The 13-Storey Treehouse Terry is obsessed with sea-monkeys, but in real life this was me. As a child I was intrigued by the ads and so, of course, saved up and ordered some. I added the water and waited for the magical creatures to materialise . . . the eggs came to life, all right but, while it is fascinating that a life form can instantly be revived from a dormant state like this, they were not the exciting pets I was hoping for. After all, they really are just brine shrimp—a type of miniscule wriggly bug (saltwater crustacean is the technical term).


    Sea-monkeys are still around and, in fact, both of my daughters have gone on to experience the joy of creating instant life and the disappointment of living with brine shrimp. I accidentally left one of these containers on a windowsill one sunny weekend and all the water evaporated and the sea-monkeys died. No amount of water would revive them, so my daughter ended up doubly disappointed. Even though this happened at least 10 years ago, she loves to remind me of the incident every now and then to try to make me feel bad—'Remember the time you killed my sea-monkeys, Dad? Thanks a LOT, Dad!'
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    This is a laboratory located deep beneath the tree in which the 13-storey treehouse is built. It is where Andy and Terry have invented some of their most amazingly inventive inventions, including a lemonade fountain, a marshmallow machine, a vegetable vaporiser, a banana-enlarger and an ATM (automatic tattoo machine). It is also where they have fought some of their most terrifying foes, including a deranged sea-monster and a bunch of rioting monkeys.
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    The Shocking Test features on the back cover of Just Shocking! (2007).


    Is this the right book for you? Take the Shocking Test and find out.


    
      	Do you wish you could drive around in a monster truck crushing everybody and everything that gets in your way?


      	Do you love watching videos of people having painful accidents?


      	Do you do any—or all—of the following: touch electric fences, play with loaded mousetraps or put buttons up your nose?


      	Do you think stories about exploding pink butterflies are funny?


      	Do you ever laugh so hard that you feel like you're going to throw up all over yourself . . . and then you actually do?

    


    Score: one point for each 'yes' answer.


    3–5 — You are a shocking, shocking person! You will love this book.


    1–2 — You are quite shocking! You will love this book.


    0 — What a shocking score! You will love this book.


    See also


    The Annoying Test


    The Crazy Test


    The Disgusting Test


    The Doomed Test


    The Macbeth Test


    The Stupid Test


    The Tricking Test

  


  
    
      
        
          	
            'Shut up!'

          
        

      
    


    
      
        
          	
            
              [image: 'Shut up!']

            


            
              
                
                  	
                    Category:

                  

                  	
                    Short story

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Published in:

                  

                  	
                    Just Disgusting!

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Year of publication:

                  

                  	
                    2002

                  
                

              
            

          
        

      
    


    Andy and family are experiencing a really bad holiday, stuck in a caravan in bad weather. Andy and Jen's bickering gets so bad that they drive their neighbours—and their dad—to distraction.


    The story behind the story


    My mum got so tired of me and my sisters telling each other to shut up during one school holiday that she established a 'shut up jar'. We had to put 5 cents in the jar—a lot of money for us at the time—if she caught us saying it. She became very rich, retired from her job as a midwife and is still living off the profits.


    Favourite bit


    'Shut up!' says Jen.


    'You shut up!' I say.


    'Both of you shut up!' says Mum.


    Suddenly Dad jumps to his feet. 'Shut up the lot of you!' he says. 'I'm trying to read the newspaper!!!'


    'Why don't YOU shut up!' says Mum.


    'HEY!' calls a voice from the next caravan. 'Why don't you ALL shut up in there!'


    Dad jumps to his feet and jerks open the door. 'I've got a better idea,' he yells above the storm. 'Why don't YOU loudmouths shut up instead?'


    'Don't you tell MY family to shut up,' yells back the voice.


    'Well, then, don't tell MY family to shut up!' yells Dad.


    'Fine!' yells the voice. 'How about YOU shut up then!'


    'I've got a better idea!' yells Dad. 'How about YOU shut up . . . TIMES INFINITY MORE THAN WHATEVER YOU SAY!'


    'Good one, Dad!' I say.


    'Shut up, Andy,' he says quietly.
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    The big-game hunter of the bum-fighting world, and father to Eleanor Sterne, Silas Sterne has spent his entire bum-fighting life in pursuit of the Great White Bum—the bum that killed his beloved wife. He founded Silas Sterne's Bum-fighting Academy to train rookie bum-fighters.


    Appearances


    The Day My Bum Went Psycho (2001)


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)
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    Silky is an ordinary cat belonging to Jill, who lives near the 13-storey treehouse. After Terry paints Silky bright yellow, she is turned into an extraordinary flying 'catnary' and performs a number of heroic deeds.


    The story behind the character


    My wife,Jill, really did own a cat called Silky, who was named after Silky the fairy in The Magic Faraway Tree, but I think she should have been called Bitey because whenever I tried to pat her all she did was bite me.
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    A concrete skate park with a bowl, pipes, roll-ins, launches, pyramids, funboxes, stairs, hand rails and even a pit full of live crocodiles to jump over if you're either brave—or stupid—enough to try.
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    Skin! It's here! It's there! It's all over your body! But what exactly is skin and how does it work? The second section of What Body Part is That? explains everything there is to know about skin, including all the words to the well-known pimple-popping poem, 'Peter Pimple-popper Popped a Patch of Pus-packed Pimples'.


    Contents


    Skin


    Pimples


    Scabs


    Freckles


    Scars
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    A choose-your-own adventure in which your name is Andy and you are sleeping over at your friend Danny's house. You are having trouble getting to sleep when you hear Danny moving around the room. You realise he's sleepwalking, and, reluctant to wake a sleepwalker you follow him to make sure he's okay. But your task becomes more difficult and terrifying when he takes the keys to his parents' car, sits in the driver's seat and starts it up. Of course, sleepwalking is one thing, but sleep-driving is another altogether . . . but what can a true friend do but to get in the passenger seat and help steer the car while Danny takes you on the most terrifying drive of your life?


    The story behind the story


    I had an idea for a story where Danny goes sleep-driving—he drives the car with his eyes shut while Andy, being what he thinks is a good friend, sits in the passenger seat steering the car for him. It was too outlandish and surreal to work as a normal Just! story, however, but after many attempts I realised that the choose-your-own-adventure format would suit it perfectly.


    Favourite bit


    You hear a car start up but you just roll over and close your eyes.


    Your fourth-last thought is, 'That sounds like a car crashing into the house.'


    Your third-last thought is, 'That sounds like a car driving up the stairs.'


    Your second-last thought is, 'That sounds like a car driving into the bedroom.'


    Your very last thought is, 'That sounds like a car about to drive over my head!'


    Danny drives the car over your head.


    You die.


    If you could still think after you're dead, you would think, 'This is the worst sleepover ever.'


    But you can't.


    You're dead.
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    The Smacker is a member of the crack bum-fighting unit the B-team, and is highly skilled in the art of hand-to-bum combat.


    Appearances


    The Day My Bum Went Psycho (2001)


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)
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    While walking through a park, Andy accidentally steps on a snail and breaks its shell. Feeling terrible, he attempts to repair the snail's shell but this delicate operation is hampered by the actions of an angry park ranger and a mad territorial magpie.


    The story behind the story


    I've always hated accidentally stepping on snails. I've never actually tried to repair their shells with a glue stick, but I've sure felt like it. The other source of inspiration for the story was an incident that happened one day at the Royal Botanical Gardens when my daughter needed to go to the toilet urgently. The nearest toilet block was quite a long walk away so I suggested it would be okay if she went into the bushes. We had barely stepped off the grass into the garden bed when a golf buggy appeared out of nowhere and two rangers told us in no uncertain terms that we should NOT be on the garden bed. I never did work out how they got there so quickly, but I sure was on my best behaviour for the rest of the day knowing that they were somehow watching everything. I think these guys were the model for the park ranger in the story.


    Favourite bit


    I take off my shoes and roll up my pants. I'm about to wade in when I hear the sound of a motor behind me.


    'Hey, you!' says the gardener through a megaphone. 'Can't you read the sign?'


    'What sign?' I say.


    He points to the sign on the side of the pond. It says NO SWIMMING.


    'But my snail!' I say. 'I have to save my snail!'


    'I don't care if you have to save your mother,' he says. 'The sign says no swimming!'


    He tears off again before I can argue. I'm getting really sick of this man and his stupid signs. He just doesn't get it. This is an emergency. This is about saving my snail. If it's not already too late, that is.
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    Sooty is Andy's long-suffering pet dog. They have had many heart-warming adventures together including:


    
      	The time Andy tried to get Sooty to eat too many chocolates, smoke a cigarette and pushed him back and forth in a swing in order to make him vomit up Andy and Danny's homework assignment ('The dog ate it').



      	The time Andy almost cut Sooty's tongue off when making a witches' potion because the recipe required 'tongue of dog' (Just Macbeth!).



      	The time Sooty jumped down into the hole and dug Andy up after his parents tried to bury him alive ('Playing dead').



      	The time Andy fed Brussel sprouts to Sooty at the dinner table to save him having to eat them himself ('Brussel sprouts').



      	The time Sooty ate Andy's spewed-up Chocopops ('Why I love Choco-pops in fifty words or less').



      	The time Andy accidentally set Sooty's tail on fire and then accidentally flushed him down the toilet when he was trying to put out the flames on his tail ('Cake of doom').



      	The time Andy flushed himself down the toilet in an attempt to save Sooty ('Cake of doom').


    


    The story behind the character


    My dog Sooty was a small dog with a big spirit. He spent his entire life chasing cars up and down the hill where we lived. He never actually caught one, but he never gave up trying, and he did get run over a few times but he always got back up. He was the inspiration for both the crazy dog in the Just! series as well as the one-track-mind never-give-up-trying-even-if-kills-you aspect of Andy's character.


    Appearances



    'Playing dead' (Just Tricking!)


    'Murder, bloody murder!' (Just Annoying!)


    'The dog ate it' (Just Crazy!)


    'Mudmen' (Just Crazy!)


    '101 really disgusting things' (Just Disgusting!)


    'Brussel sprouts' (Just Disgusting!)


    'Cake of doom' (Just Disgusting!)


    'Shut up' (Just Disgusting!)


    'Fun with Andy and Danny' (Just Disgusting!)


    'Balloons of doom' (Just Shocking!)


    'Why I love Choco-pops in fifty words or less' (Just Shocking!)


    Just Macbeth!
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    In their desire to escape Mike and his spiky bike, the narrator and his dog travel to a series of strange lands: a place where everything is edible, a sea where you can breathe underwater (for an hour and a quarter), a planet where people can fly and a land where it rains big fat cows, including the big fat cow that goes KAPOW!
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    Spleenboy first appeared as a marginal character drawn by Terry Denton in Just Shocking! Deemed a useless organ and abandoned by his body, Spleenboy becomes enraged and violent, causing great destruction and chaos. He steals a jumbo jet, rams an ocean liner into Uluru, parks a giant pineapple on the leaning tower of Pisa and crashes the moon into the Sydney Opera House. He also appears—somewhat inexplicably—as one of the body part-related superheroes in What Body Part is That? and also in The 13-Storey Treehouse being jealous of Superfinger's status as the World's Favourite Superhero. But really, if you go around ramming ocean liners into Uluru, parking giant pineapples on the leaning tower of Pisa and crashing the moon into the Sydney Opera House, what do you expect?


    Appearances


    Just Shocking!


    What Body Part is That? (2011)


    The 13-Storey Treehouse (2011)
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    Spot is a vicious dog Andy's parents attach to the clothesline in an attempt to deter Andy from swinging on it.
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    Stenchgantor, also known as the Great Unwiped Bum, is the ugliest, dirtiest, wartiest, pimpliest, grossest, greasiest, hairiest, stinkiest bum in the entire world. It lives in the Brown Forest. Completely blind, Stenchgantor relies on its sense of smell to locate its prey. It is the only bum known to have a nostril rather than an eye.
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    A sci-fi mystery action thriller adventure romance novel in 36 chapters, this story features the hero (Andy) saving the world from the stupid actions of Danny (the very stupid boy) who—for a school science project—has created a giant slug. It's lucky for the world that Andy has created—for the same science project—a working time machine.


    The story behind the story


    This story is clearly inspired by the horror comics I love, which often feature mad scientists creating gigantic mutated beasts in their laboratories. It also really amuses me to mix lots of different genres into one story and to have ridiculously small chapters.


    Favourite bit


    Once upon a time there were two boys. One boy was very stupid. His name was Danny. The other boy was brave, handsome, strong, kind, generous and extremely intelligent. His name was Andy.
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    The Stupid Test features on the back cover of Just Stupid! (1999).


    Is this the right book for you? Take the Stupid Test and find out.


    
      	Do you worry about getting sucked into the top of escalators?


      	Do you push doors marked PULL and pull doors marked PUSH?


      	Do you believe a bogeyman hides under your bed?


      	Do you automatically turn around when somebody calls 'Hey, Stupid!'?


      	Do you believe that being able to stuff your mouth full of marshmallows is a sign of superior intelligence?

    


    Score: one point for each 'yes' answer.


    3–5 — You are extremely stupid. You will love this book.


    1–2 — You are fairly stupid. You will love this book.


    0 — You think you're really smart but deep down you're as stupid as the rest of us. You will love this book.


    See also


    The Annoying Test


    The Crazy Test


    The Disgusting Test


    The Doomed Test


    The Macbeth Test


    The Shocking Test


    The Tricking Test
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    Superfinger is a finger with super powers dedicated to solving problems requiring finger-based solutions, such as tying packages, pointing the way out of forests for lost hikers and helping people pick their noses when their own fingers just aren't long enough. Along with his sidekick, Pinky, Superfinger is consistently voted World's Number One Favourite Superhero.
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    Andy's parents try to stop him from swinging on the clothesline by tying a large, fierce guard dog to it. But all Andy sees is an opportunity to harness the brute strength of the dog to propel himself faster than he's ever swung before.


    The story behind the story


    I loved swinging on the rotary clothesline in our backyard. I loved it every bit as much as my parents hated it!


    Favourite bit


    Breaking the world speed clothesline swinging record—now that takes real skill, real dedication and real guts. You need to combine an exhaustive knowledge of aerodynamics with a thorough understanding of the mechanics of rotary clotheslines. You also need to be fit enough to withstand G-forces stronger than most NASA astronauts will ever have to endure. Not to mention being able to run like hell when your parents see you. That's what I call real skill.
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    Swinging on the Clothesline is a collection of creative writing starters and exercises based on the sort of activities Andy Griffiths used to give his students when he was a secondary English teacher. It was followed by Rubbish Bins in Space (1995). Both books were illustrated by Terry Denton and marked the beginning of Andy and Terry's creative partnership. The books are currently out of print but Andy is planning to produce a new creative writing book in 2013.
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    Just one of the many 'attractions' of Andy and Terry's amazing 13-storey treehouse, the shark tank is filled with three great white sharks that will eat anything—even Terry's underpants—but their favourite food is human flesh.
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    Andy is at a school camp with Roseanne O'Reilly, the most annoying girl he has ever met. She plays the dumbest practical jokes. After falling for one of her pranks, Andy decides to get her back. He gets Danny to fill her pack with rocks before they set off hiking. But things don't go as planned . . .


    The story behind the story


    My friends and I never missed an opportunity to pretend to push—and then catch—each other and yell, 'Tell ya mum I saved ya!' Yes, it was a dumb joke but it never failed to make us laugh.


    Favourite bit


    'Roseanne punched me in the face this morning,' says Danny.


    'Really?' I say. 'Why?'


    'She asked me if I wanted to smell some cheese. Before I could answer, her fist was right in front of my face, and then POW!'


    'She didn't wait for your answer? That's not a practical joke—it's just a punch in the face!'


    'Tell me about it,' says Danny. 'She made my nose bleed too.'


    'What did you do?'


    'Nothing. She's bigger than me.'


    'Fair point.'
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    Andy intercepts the Christmas cards his sister, Jen, is sending out to her friends and makes all the pictures of the Santas on the front of the cards look evil and demented by drawing moustaches, scars, goatees and alien antennae on them. After posting the cards he starts to feel guilty about what he's done and worried that if Jen finds out she won't give him a Christmas present. He then has a nightmare in which Santa is very angry with him. When he sees an enormous present for himself from Jen under the Christmas tree he feels compelled to confess his practical joke. Jen's reaction, however, is not what he expects.


    The story behind the story


    When I was growing up I always used to enjoy 'improving' pictures of people in the newspaper by adding moustaches, goatees, glasses, alien antennae, Frankenstein bolts and arrows through their heads. One of my very early writing practice books contains a picture of a man's head, which I've torn in half and then pasted together again to make it look like it has a big crack in it and I've added a speech bubble that says, 'I'VE GOT A SPLITTING HEADACHE!' This is one of my earliest recorded attempts at humour on the page. I guess there was nowhere to go from there but up.
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    Terry Denton is a multi-talented writer, illustrator and artist. He and Andy Griffiths met as a result of Longman Cheshire publisher Rina Leeuwenberg hiring him to illustrate Andy's early creative writing textbooks Swinging on the Clothesline (1993) and Rubbish Bins in Space (1995). Terry's humour provided a perfect counterpoint to Andy's words and a creative partnership was born. At first Terry's illustrations were confined to flick pictures, talking page numbers and cartoons in the margins of the Just! series. Gradually Andy and Terry explored more dynamic ways to interweave text and illustration, and they began to write books together, starting with the extremely popular The Bad Book. They have co-authored anthologies, books of rhyming nonsense, mock-guide books and illustrated novels.


    Andy and Terry's co-authored books


    The Bad Book (2004)


    The Cat on the Mat is Flat (2006)


    The Big Fat Cow That Goes Kapow! (2008)


    The Very Bad Book (2010)


    The 13-Storey Treehouse (2011)


    The 26-Storey Treehouse (2012)


    Andy & Terry's Wonderful World of Stupidity


    What Bumosaur is That? (2007)


    What Body Part is That? (2011)


    Andy's books illustrated by Terry


    Just Tricking! (1997)


    Just Annoying! (1998)


    Just Stupid! (1999)


    Just Crazy! (2000)


    Just Disgusting! (2002)


    Just Shocking! (2007)


    Just Macbeth! (2009)


    Just Doomed! (2012)


    External link


    Terry Denton's official website

  


  
    
      
        
          	
            Terry Denton (character)

          
        

      
    


    
      
        
          	
            
              [image: Terry Denton (character)]

            


            
              
                
                  	
                    Category:

                  

                  	
                    Character

                  
                

              
            

          
        

      
    


    Terry appears in the marginal cartoons of the Just! series, the story 'Andy G, Terry D, the brave tea-lady and the evil bee' in The Cat on the Mat is Flat, and as an illustrator who lives in an amazing, ever-expanding treehouse with the writer Andy in The 13-Storey Treehouse and The 26-Storey Treehouse.


    Appearances


    The Just! series


    The Cat on the Mat is Flat


    The 13-Storey Treehouse


    The 26-Storey Treehouse
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    The 13-Storey Treehouse is an illustrated novel about Andy and Terry trying to write a book. They are constantly being interrupted by all the distractions of their amazing 13-storey treehouse as well as calamitous events, such as a man-eating sea-monster, an invasion of monkeys and a giant gorilla.


    Contents


    Chapter 1 — The 13-Storey Treehouse


    Chapter 2 — The Flying Cat


    Chapter 3 — The Missing Cat


    Chapter 4 — The Big Red Nose


    Chapter 5 — The Drawing Competition


    Chapter 6 — The Barky the Barking Dog Show


    Chapter 7 — The Monster Mermaid


    Chapter 8 — The Big Bubble


    Chapter 9 — The Adventures of Superfinger


    Chapter 10 — The 13-Storey Monkey House


    Chapter 11 — The Giant Gorilla


    Chapter 12 — The Day Silky Saved the Day


    Chapter 13 — The End


    Back cover blurb


    Andy and Terry's 13-storey treehouse is the most amazing treehouse in the world! It's got a bowling alley, a see-through swimming pool, a tank full of man-eating sharks, a giant catapult, a secret underground laboratory and a marshmallow machine that follows you around and shoots marshmallows into your mouth whenever you're hungry. Well, what are you waiting for? Come on up!
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    Andy and Terry's 13-storey treehouse is the most amazing treehouse in the world! It's got a bowling alley, a see-through swimming pool, a games room, an observation deck, a roomful of pillows, a tank full of man-eating sharks, a giant catapult, a secret underground laboratory, a lemonade fountain, a vegetable vaporiser and a marshmallow machine that follows you around and shoots marshmallows into your mouth whenever you're hungry.
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    The three Jens are based on the three witches in William Shakespeare's Macbeth, and comprise Andy's sister Jen and her two friends also called Jen. They were a highlight of the stage production in which they used their school desks as the cauldrons from which they conjured the apparitions that predict Andy/Macbeth's future.
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    Time travel is a recurring subject in Andy Griffiths' stories, inspired by his love of science-fiction horror comics. It features in his first-ever published story 'Lost in time'; in Just Macbeth!; Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict; and in 'The story of the very stupid boy and the very big slug' from Just Disgusting! Both Ned Smelly and Andy are so clever, they can each fashion a perambulic merimbulator, 'the most important and complex component of a time machine' out of a Milo tin and an old mattress spring.


    See also


    Explosions


    Marshmallows


    Robots
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    Treasure Fever! is the first book in the Schooling Around series. On a visit to Principal Greenbeard's office, Henry McThrottle learns that there is pirate treasure buried somewhere in the school grounds. He and his friends begin digging the next day. Word spreads throughout the school and before long all the students are in the grip of 'treasure fever'. Even Mr Brainfright, Henry's new teacher, gets caught up in the excitement and organises an archaeological-style dig for the whole class, but eventually he decides to speed things up by getting a jackhammer from his car and digging with that, much to the annoyance of the school's angriest teacher, Mrs Cross.


    The story behind the book


    I've buried a lot of treasure and made a lot of treasure maps over the years—both as a child and as a parent. Despite the quality of the maps, however, and the care I took to burn the edges and make the paper look authentically aged by soaking it in tea, I've never managed to find any of the treasure I buried. My theory is that somebody must always have been watching and dug the treasure up as soon as I left. Well, I hope they enjoyed those ice-cream containers full of old tennis balls, bottle tops, five cent pieces, shells and pieces of chewing gum, the dirty rotten scoundrels!


    Favourite bit


    Newton gulped. He blinked and stared at me with big round eyes as if he'd never seen me before.


    'M-Mrs Chalkboard!' said Newton. 'She's late!'


    'It's okay,' said Jenny, patting Newton on the shoulder. 'She's just a little bit late, that's all.'


    'B-b-but she's never late!' stammered Newton. 'Wh-what if she doesn't come? What then?'


    'Then they'll send a substitute,' said Jenny. 'Everything will be fine. Her car has probably just broken down.'


    'She's probably just been held up in traffic,' I offered.


    'Impossible,' said Fiona, 'Mrs Chalkboard doesn't have a car. She catches the bus.'


    'Ah, yes,' I said. 'Good point. Thanks for your help, Fiona.'


    'Don't mention it,' said Fiona, completely missing my sarcasm.


    'What if she's been in an accident?' said Newton.


    'I don't think that's likely,' said Jenny. 'You know how careful Mrs Chalkboard is.'


    'Yes, but careful people can still be involved in accidents,' said Fiona. 'That's why they are called accidents. Something may have happened to the bus.'


    Newton's face was getting whiter and whiter, if that was even possible.


    'Yeah,' said Jack, taking up where Fiona left off.  'There might have been an oil spill on the road and the bus skidded and went over a cliff . . . into shark-infested water . . . and the sharks got into the bus and all the passengers got eaten alive . . . and all that was left was their skeletons. Then imagine if Mrs Chalkboard's skeleton climbed back up the cliff and hitched a ride to school and then came in the classroom and—'


    'JACK!' said Jenny, 'for goodness' sake, STOP IT! You're scaring Newton to death! I'm sure Mrs Chalkboard is fine!'


    See also
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    The Treasure Fever! Test features on the back cover of Treasure Fever! (2008).


    1. What is the name of Henry McThrottle's crazy new teacher?


    A: Mr Blooper. B: Mr Bogfur. C: Mr Brainfright.


    2. What does Henry discover buried under the school?


    A: lollipops. B: a dead dog. C: pirate treasure.


    3. What is Henry's nervous friend, Newton Hooton, scared of?


    A: nothing. B: most things. C: everything.


    4. The X on a treasure map stands for


    A: a kiss. B: where not to go. C: buried treasure.


    5. Treasure Fever! is


    A: a contagious disease. B: the name of a band. C: the title of a very funny book about bullies, crazy teachers and buried treasure.


    Answers:


    1. C


    2. C


    3. C


    4. C


    5. C


    See also


    The Mascot Madness! Test


    The Pencil of Doom! Test


    The Robot Riot! Test

  


  
    
      
        
          	
            The Treehouse series

          
        

      
    


    
      
        
          	
            
              
                
                  	
                    Category:

                  

                  	
                    Series of novels

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Author:

                  

                  	
                    Andy Griffiths

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Illustrator:

                  

                  	
                    Terry Denton

                  
                


                
                  	
                    Publisher:

                  

                  	
                    Pan Macmillan

                  
                

              
            

          
        

      
    


    The Treehouse series began in 2011 with the publication of The 13-Storey Treehouse, but Andy had been developing the idea for a few years previous to that as a humorous answer to the questions asked by many interviewers and readers about where he and Terry get their ideas from. In one interview Andy described the process of writing–drawing sessions with Terry as like 'climbing into the combined treehouse of our minds and losing ourselves in play'. He began to wonder what their metaphorical treehouse might look like if it were a real treehouse and asked Terry to draw a fantasy treehouse with the works, including a bowling alley and a tank full of man-eating sharks. Andy was so inspired by Terry's design he immediately began working on a draft of a book in which loosely fictionalised versions of himself and Terry were attempting to write a book about living in their treehouse. He included his cat Silky (which Terry turns into a flying cat), and his wife, editor and collaborator, Jill, who lives nearby in a house full of animals.


    See also


    The 13-Storey Treehouse


    The 26-Storey Treehouse
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    The Tricking Test features on the back cover of Just Tricking! (1997).


    Is this the right book for you? Take the Tricking Test and find out.


    1. Do you ever pretend that you are dead to get out of going to school?


    2. Do you like to ring up people you know and pretend to be someone else?


    3. Do you leave banana skins in the middle of busy footpaths?


    4. Do you own any of the following items: fake dog poo, rubber vomit, gorilla suit?


    5. Do you wish that every day could be April Fools' Day?


    Score: one point for each 'yes' answer.


    3–5 — You are a practical joking genius. You will love this book.


    1–2 — You are a good practical joker. You will love this book.


    0 — You are not a practical joker. You are what practical jokers call a 'victim'. You will love this book.


    See also


    The Annoying Test


    The Crazy Test


    The Disgusting Test


    The Doomed Test


    The Macbeth Test


    The Shocking Test


    The Stupid Test
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    Troy Gurgling is the school captain of Northwest West Academy, a school made up of bad sports that has a pro-bullying campaign and a vicious pit bull terrier, Chomp, as a mascot. Troy has been very successful with the javelin at the Northwest interschool track and field competition.
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    The 26-Storey Treehouse is the sequel to The 13-Storey Treehouse, and will be published in 2012. In this book Andy bravely attempts to tell the story of how he and Terry met, despite being interrupted by a variety of crazy dramas including sick sharks, a terrifying storm, marauding pirates and getting lost in the most complicated maze in the world.


    'If you're like most of our readers, you're probably wondering how Terry and I met. Well, it's a long story, but it's a pretty exciting one—and it's mostly true! Come on up, make yourself comfortable and we'll tell you all about it . . . just don't go in the maze—we're still ironing out a few bugs.'


    Contents


    CHAPTER 1: The 26-Storey Treehouse


    CHAPTER 2: The Story of How We Met


    CHAPTER 3: Why the Sharks Ate Terry's Underpants


    CHAPTER 4: Open-shark Surgery


    CHAPTER 5: Terry's Story


    CHAPTER 6: Andy's Story


    CHAPTER 7: Jill's Story


    CHAPTER 8: Why Terry Hates Pirates So Much


    CHAPTER 9: Flotsam, Jetsam . . . and Castaways


    CHAPTER 10: The Captain's story


    CHAPTER 11: Ten Unlucky Pirates


    CHAPTER 12: The Maze of Doom


    CHAPTER 13: The Last Chapter


    Back cover blurb


    Andy and Terry's 26-storey treehouse is the most amazing treehouse in the world! It's got a dodgem car rink, a skate park, a mud-fighting arena, an anti-gravity chamber, and a maze so complicated that nobody who's ever gone in has ever come out again . . . well, not yet, anyway. Well, what are you waiting for? Come on up!
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    Andy and Terry's 26-storey treehouse is the most amazing treehouse in the world! Added to the 13-storey treehouse it has a dodgem car rink, a skate park, a mud-fighting arena, an anti-gravity chamber, an ice-skating pond (with real live ice-skating penguins), a wild rodeo bull called Kevin, an ATM (automatic tattoo machine) and a maze so complicated that nobody who's ever gone in has ever come out again . . . well, not yet, anyway.
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    A cartoon story featuring a very young Andy and his rubber duck being terrorised by two mysterious floating brown blobs in the bathtub.


    The story behind the story


    This really happened to me when I was about four years old. I was in the bath all by myself and suddenly I wasn't by myself anymore—there were two brown blobs in the bath with me. I didn't know what they were or where they'd come from; all I knew was that they were bobbing closer and closer towards me. I moved away from them down the other end of the bath but they just bobbed after me. I moved up to the other end but they followed me up there as well. I never did work out what those brown blobs were, but I've never forgotten them. I was also scared of the sucking sound the plughole made as it was emptying. Bathtimes were kind of traumatic for me.


    Favourite bit


    We were completely surrounded. We were completely outnumbered. WE WERE GOING TO DIE!! But then my duck had an idea . . .


    Duck: QUACK, QUACK, QUACK!


    Me: Go on.


    Duck: QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK!


    Me: I see.


    Duck: QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK!


    Me: Uh-huh.


    Duck: QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK!


    Me: Right.


    Duck: QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK!


    Me: Very interesting!!


    Duck: QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK QUACK!


    Me: Yes, I think it could work.


    I had to act fast . . . we didn't have much time . . . I did exactly as my ducky suggested: I pulled the plug!
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    Jemima and Eve are Andy's cousins who he has to babysit. They behave well when adults are around but as soon as Andy's mum leaves they go crazy, throwing things and even climb up onto the roof of the house and throw roof tiles at Andy. In an attempt to get them to behave he dresses up as a bizarre character he has invented called Mr Paddywhack and threatens to whack them with his tennis racquet hands. When Andy's mum returns home to find the house in uproar with Andy apparently terrorising the young girls he tries to explain, but he soon discovers that as well as being crazy the girls are also really good at lying and fake crying and he gives up, realising that there's no way his mum is going to believe his version of events over theirs.


    The story behind the story


    I grew up in a neighbourhood full of kids. Occasionally some of the younger ones would outstay their welcome at our house and I came up with the idea of disguising myself as a scary character to chase them away. I would put on a white lab coat, a wig made out of the top of an old mop, a yellow hard hat, a diving mask and I held a tennis racquet in each hand. I called myself 'Mr Paddywhack' and I would come out roaring and threatening to whack any children that I could find with my tennis-racquet-hands. At first it worked and all the kids would run away. But after a few times they started to enjoy it and found it very entertaining to be chased by a maniac with tennis-racquet hands and so started coming over especially to see if Mr Paddywhack was at home. Oh well, back to the old drawing board . . .


    Favourite bit


    I look at the girls.


    They're in the kitchen, sitting at the table having a tea party with their dolls.


    So far, so good. Maybe this won't be so bad after all.


    I sit back down in front of the TV and change the channel back to my cartoon. Luckily I haven't missed too much. The mouse is still chasing the cat around, hitting him on the head with an enormous hammer. That poor cat! He never wins. He always gets clobbered. Uh-oh. Now the mouse has a box of matches. He sets the cat's tail on fire.


    Wow. That's so realistic I can practically smell the smoke.


    Wait on.


    I can smell smoke.


    That's not coming from the TV. It's coming from the kitchen. And what's that racket? There's all this banging and clattering. I don't think the girls are playing tea party anymore.
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    When I was in Grade 4 I bought a 1920s Underwood typewriter for 40 cents at the second-hand stall at my primary school fete. It was all rusted up but my dad fixed it, and I was so fascinated by it I borrowed a 'how to type' book from the local library and taught myself to touch-type. I used the Underwood for many years—right up until my second year at university, when I replaced it with a small portable typewriter. The portable lasted for about ten years until I reluctantly abandoned typewriters for word processors. You can't beat word processors for editing, but they don't have the romance of old typewriters like my Underwood, which I still keep on my desk—as big and clunky and beautiful as ever.
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    Andy is trying to get a reluctant Danny to stage a fake tricycle accident so he can film it, send it to the TV show Funniest Home Videos and be in the running to win two hundred thousand dollars. Danny, however, apart from not wanting to get hurt, is more interested in rescuing a kitten that is stuck up a tree. He gets a ladder and climbs up. That's when Andy sees the opportunity for an even funnier 'person and kitten falling off a ladder' accident.


    
      

    


    The story behind the story


    One of my daughters went through a phase of loving the TV show Funniest Home Videos and would beg to watch it every Saturday night. It seemed to be the sort of show the character Andy would like, and I could easily imagine him watching it and scheming about how he might be able to set up Danny and win some prize money.


    Favourite bit


    Danny puts the ladder against the tree.


    As I watch him try to steady it an idea begins to form.


    Kitten . . .


    ladder . . .


    tree . . .


    idiot . . .


    ladder . . .


    tree . . .


    tree . . .


    ladder . . .


    kitten . . .


    idiot . . .


    idiot . . . on a ladder . . . up a tree . . . AND a kitten . . .


    If Danny were to fall out of that tree . . . we might just get our funniest home video after all.


    And if the kitten were to fall as well . . . wow! I've seen plenty of people fall off ladders on Funniest Home Videos, but never a kitten! And NEVER both a person and a kitten at the same time.


    This could be the funniest home video EVER!


    I'll offer to hold the ladder for Danny as he climbs, and then once he's up I'll adjust it so it's sure to fall as he climbs down.


    Yes, I know what you're thinking. You're thinking that you shouldn't do that to your best friend. But don't forget, we are talking about two hundred thousand dollars.


    TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS!


    I'll be doing it for his own good . . . he'll thank me for it later.
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    When Unlucky Lou discovers a hole in her shoe, she fixes it with some super-roo-glue given to her by a kind kangaroo. Unfortunately for Unlucky Lou, she not only spills the glue but falls into it too.


    Favourite bit


    Out of the glue


    flew Unlucky Lou.


    Up into the air


    she flew and flew!


    She flew right over


    the walls of the zoo


    and landed head-first


    where a prickle bush grew.


    Poor old prickle-headed


    Superglued Lou:


    the unluckiest girl


    that the world ever knew!
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    Your upper body is right below your neck and right above your bottom. The third section of What Body Part is That? explains everything there is to know about your upper body including how to use your shoulders to avoid having to answer difficult questions, where to find your arms and a guide to six of the most unusual types of belly buttons.


    Contents


    Shoulders


    Chest


    Back


    Arms


    Elbow


    Funny bone


    Hands


    Fingers


    Belly


    Belly button
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    One of Andy and Terry's most successful inventions, the vegetable vaporiser is capable of vaporising any vegetables that come within a 50-kilometre radius of the 13-storey treehouse, thus ensuring that their home remains a vegetable-free zone.
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    The Very Bad Book is a collection of crazy cartoons, revolting rhymes, putrid poems, dumb drawings, very bad riddles, very bad jokes, cautionary tales and very bad characters doing very bad things. The first book in the bad series, The Bad Book (2004), grew out of the marginal illustrations in the Just! series and Andy and Terry's desire to work together more closely.


    Contents


    Very Bad Mary


    Mary had a very bad lamb


    Bad Mummy and Daddy and the volcano


    There was an old woman who lived in a poo


    Little Willy


    Killer Koalas from Outer Space


    The Very Bad Ant and the Big Red Shiny Space Rocket


    The Very Bad Teacher


    Mummy, Mummy!


    Brian and His Very Bad Idea


    The Three Bad Guys and the Very Bad Idea


    Very Rude Animals


    The Very Bad Fish


    The Dog That Fell Apart


    Invasion of the Blood-sucking Grannies from the Grave


    Very Bad Riddles


    Very Bad Invention No. 1: The Non-flush Toilet


    Very Bad Invention No. 2: Non-elastic Underpants


    Nobody Likes Me


    Bad Macdonald


    The Boy Who Ate Dead Flies


    Very, Very Bad Riddles


    A Very Bad Joke


    The Very Bad Road


    Inky Pinky Ponky


    Bad Mummy and the Guinea Pig


    Mud Brown and the Seven Slobs


    Mummy, Mummy!


    The Very Bad Teacher


    The Very Bad Giraffe


    The Very Bad Dentist


    Brian and His Very, Very Bad Idea


    Mummy, Mummy!


    A Very, Very Bad Joke


    Invasion of the Blood-sucking Grannies Covered in Gravy


    Tarzan the Monkey Man


    The Adventures of the Dog Poo Family Part 1


    The Adventures of the Dog Poo Family Part 2


    The Adventures of the Dog Poo Family Part 3


    The Very Bad Holiday


    The Very Bad Guide to Good and Bad


    Mummy, Mummy!


    Bad Daddy and the Pencil Sharpener


    The Boy Who Forgot His Head Because it wasn't Screwed On


    The Very Bad Teacher: Do-it-yourself Version


    Brian and His Very, Very, Very Bad Idea


    Very Bad Knock-knock Jokes


    The Very Bad Dog


    The Very Bad Vet


    Very, Very, Very Bad Riddles


    Killer Koalas from Outer Space
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    The very bad dentist is a dentist who is so bad that when she attempts to pull a tooth from the mouth of a patient, she pulls the patient's head off instead.


    The story behind the character


    The very bad dentist appearing in this story is a completely fictitious character and any resemblance to any dentist, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.


    Favourite bit


    Patient: 'YOU IDIOT! YOU PULLED MY HEAD OFF!'


    Very bad dentist: Oops.
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    The very bad dog's very bad behaviour includes barking, leaving muddy footprints all over the house, weeing on the rug, making prank phone calls, robbing banks and blowing up cats. His owner attempts to control him by saying, 'Bad Dog!' every time he does another bad thing, but if the dog hears him, or even understands him, he clearly doesn't take any notice.


    The story behind the character


    We live opposite a park where a lot of people walk their dogs. It always amuses me to hear them attempting to control their dogs in the same way as the owner of the very bad dog by telling them not to do what the dog is already clearly doing.


    Favourite bit


    Bad dog is pictured running away from a bank clutching two bags of money.


    Owner: Bad dog! Give that money back this instant!
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    The very bad teacher is a teacher intent on filling her whiteboard with various pieces of nonsense and misinformation, such as '2 + 2 = 5', 'The capital of Australia is Poo Poo Wee Wee' and 'Vegetables are bad for you'.


    The story behind the character


    The very bad teacher appearing in this story is a completely fictitious character and any resemblance to any teacher, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.


    Favourite lesson


    Your nightmares are real.
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    The very bad vet is a veterinary surgeon so bad that he prescribes two sticks of dynamite as a cure for a sick dog.


    The story behind the character


    The very bad vet appearing in this story is a completely fictitious character and any resemblance to any veterinary surgeon, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.


    Favourite bit


    Pet owner: My dog is sick.


    Very bad vet: Give him two sticks of dynamite.


    Pet owner: Are you sure?


    Very bad vet: Of course I'm sure. I'm a qualified vet!
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    There is a lot of nonsense written about the human body, and this book is no exception.


    In its 68 fully illustrated, 100 per cent fact-free chapters, What Body Part is That? attempts to explain everything you ever needed to know about your body without the boring technical jargon and scientific accuracy that normally clog up the pages of this type of book. Including incredible information on the brain, the bum, the spleen and so much more—this stupid guide to the human body features the biggest, the smallest, the funniest, the stupidest and the most disgustingest parts of your body.


    What Body Part is That? is divided into anatomically comprehensive sections such as 'The bits you can see' and 'The bits you can't see'.


    Packed with handy advice such as how to use your head as a bowling ball (the eye sockets and mouth make excellent holes for your fingers), you'll learn more than you ever wanted to know about just what the body does, what it can do, and what you hope it never does.


    Contents


    PART 1: The Parts You Can See


    Section 1: Head and Neck


    Section 2: Skin


    Section 3: Upper Body


    Section 4: Lower Body


    PART 2: The Parts You Can't See


    Section 5: Musculoskeletal System


    Section 6: Head and Throat


    Section 7: Circulatory and Respiratory Systems


    Special features


    Your Body: A Quick Reference Guide


    Facial Expressions: A Handy Guide


    Your Skin: An Amazing Cross-section


    Amazing Things People Can Do with Their Bodies


    The Great Human Body Expedition of 1858


    How to Walk in 15 Easy Steps


    The Defence Systems of the Human Body


    Body Part and Body Part-related Superheroes


    Where Do Bodies Come From?


    The story behind the book


    Terry and I were working on The 13-Storey Treehouse and I asked him to draw a picture of his finger for the section in which (surprise, surprise) Terry draws a picture of his finger. He drew it close-up with lots of crazy little characters and labels all over it and I loved it so much I thought it would be great to do a whole book of close-up pictures of all the other parts of the body, except, of course, for the private parts, which if you've read the book you will know are the most private parts of the body.
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    Covering the Pre-crappian era through to the post-Crapaceous period, What Bumosaur is That? is an essential reference that will thrill, amaze and inform the whole family. It explains such things as why the Tyrannosore-arse rex was so angry, where Bogasauruses lived, how many cheeks a Tricerabutt had and when and how bumosaurs became exstinkt.


    Contents


    Invertebutts


    Bumfish


    Bumphibians and stenchtiles


    Farthropods and stinksects


    Bumosaurs


    Bumornithids


    Bummals


    Special features


    Bumolutionary time-chart


    Bumolution: how life bumvolved


    Prehistoric bum-plant life


    How a bumosaur works


    Tyrannosore-arse rex versus Tricerabutt


    Exstinktion of the bumosaurs


    Famarse bumosaurologists


    The story behind the book


    The idea for the book came from a book that was used by the characters in the third book in the Bum Trilogy, Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict to help identify the various prehistoric bumosaurs they encounter.


    The title is a parody of What Bird is That? A Guide to the Birds of Australia, first published in 1931 by Angus & Robertson in Sydney. Authored and illustrated by Neville William Cayley, it was Australia's first fully illustrated national field guide to birds, a function it served alone for nearly 40 years. In 1960 it was rated the all-time best seller in Australian natural history.
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    What's with Andy? is an animated television series based on the Just! series that started on 22 September 2001 and ended on 4 March 2007. It was produced by CineGroup in Canada, ran for three seasons and has aired or is currently airing on a number of channels around the world. In the series, Andy is renamed Andy Larkin.


    External link


    What's with Andy?
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    When Andy's home-made Jack-in-the-box goes off and hits him in the head, he loses his memory and can't remember who he is or what he's like. His family take advantage of his amnesia by telling him he's a very helpful boy who's never happier than when he's helping others, and thus trick him into spending the whole day doing chores.


    The story behind the story


    In many of the sitcoms I watched growing up, there was always an episode where someone would lose their memory. I thought it would be funny to put Andy through the same ordeal.


    Favourite bit


    I go up the stairs and find the door with the skull on it. Underneath the skull there's a sign that says ANDY'S ROOM. DANGER! ENTER AT OWN RISK!


    I walk in.


    Wow, what an amazing smell. Sort of like a sports changing room crossed with a rubbish tip. And the mess! It looks like a bomb went off. Not a normal bomb though. One filled with undies, socks and towels. They're everywhere. Hanging off the light, the curtain rails and the desk.


    There is a gorilla suit thrown across the bed. A half-eaten banana on the floor. A fish tank full of green slimy water on the windowsill.


    And the bookshelves have some weird stuff on them. A severed hand. A jar with an eyeball in it. And a horrible pink teddy bear with a plastic human skull for a head.


    What sort of boy is this Andy?
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    Along with rubber vomit, whoopee cushions are one of my favourite practical joking accessories. No home should be without at least one and preferably at least three in every room. Endless, mindless, cheap fun for children of all ages.
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    This story is Andy's entry in a competition explaining why he loves Choco-pops (in 50 words or less). Needless to say, it takes Andy a lot more than 50 words to explain himself (in fact, his essay includes 35 postscripts that have little or nothing to do with Choco-pops at all).


    The story behind the story


    I always loved digressional stories—stories where the narrator is trying to tell one story but keeps getting distracted and ends up telling lots of other stories along the way. I've also always loved adding postscripts to letters (P.S., P.P.S., P.P.P.S. and so on) and I figured that they would provide the perfect excuse for lots of digressions as Andy raves on about Choco-pops (and anything else that his sugar-addled brain can think of) for a 50 words or less competition.


    Favourite bit


    I love Choco-pops in fifty words or less because they are chocolaty, crunchy, cool, great, wonderful, amazing, exciting, lovely, yummy, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera.


    Yours truly,


    Andy Griffiths


    P.S. That's exactly fifty words, even counting the 'Yours truly, Andy Griffiths'.


    P.P.S. I could have given you many other reasons why I love Choco-pops, but I was only allowed fifty words.
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    Willy the worm goes to squirm school to learn how to squirm but he's a very bad learner: wiggly on the straight and a terrible turner.


    Favourite bit


    Willy never pays attention,


    and he mucks around a lot.


    He always ends up


    in a great big knot!
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    Every year when Andy goes on holiday he borrows one of his neighbour's garden gnomes and takes it with him. He then takes a photo of the gnome and sends it back to its owner with a message that says, 'Having a great time! Wish you were here. Love, Gnome.' But this year things aren't going quite to plan because the gnome Andy's brought along with him is not like the other gnomes—he imagines it is staring at him in a weird way. And then, after a series of bizarre accidents, Andy becomes convinced that the gnome is trying to kill him.


    The story behind the story


    My sister Julie had a garden gnome whose head had been knocked off and then glued back on, giving it the appearance of having a huge gash in its neck. It also had a slightly evil-looking face and my sister admitted to me once that she found it scary. I loved the idea of someone being frightened of a small concrete statue and decided to write a story about a seemingly evil garden gnome.



    Favourite bit


    I'm holding my gnome in one hand and have my camera over my shoulder.


    I hear laughter behind me. I turn around.


    Two big guys are smirking.


    'Got your gnome, have ya?' says one, 'or is it your little brother?'


    'Nah, couldn't be,' says the other. 'It's too good-looking.'


    They crack up laughing.


    See also


    Macduff the Gnome
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    Andy manages to annoy his whole family at the dinner table with the simple question, 'Would you rather be eaten by ants or lions?'


    The story behind the story


    I've always loved annoying friends and family members by asking them to choose between two equally unappealing scenarios—the more bizarre and elaborately stupid the scenario the better!


    Favourite bit


    'Jen?' I say.


    Jen shoots me a mean look. 'If you're going to ask me whether I'd rather be eaten by ants or lions then forget it.'


    'I'm not going to ask you whether you'd rather be eaten by ants or lions.'


    'Promise?'


    'Cross my heart, hope to die, hope to stick a pin in my eye.'


    'Okay, what?'


    'Would you rather be eaten by lions or ants?'


    Jen points her fork at me. 'You just broke your promise.'


    'No, I didn't.'


    'Yes, you did. Now you have to stick a pin in your eye.'


    'No, I don't.'


    Jen gets up from the table.


    'Where are you going?' says Dad.


    'To get a pin,' she says. Jen turns to me. 'Would you rather a long sharp one or a short blunt one?'


    'Nobody will be sticking pins in anybody's eye at this dinner table!' says Mum.


    'But he broke his promise,' says Jen.


    'No, I didn't,' I say. 'I promised I wouldn't ask you if you'd rather be eaten by ants or lions.'


    'But you did,' says Jen.


    'I didn't. I asked you whether you would rather be eaten by lions or ants.'
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    For as long as I can remember I have filled exercise books with drawings, poems, newspaper clippings, photographs, song lyrics, advertisements, jokes, riddles, observations, dreams and memories. I suppose this is what you'd call a writer's journal, but I don't think of it as anything as fancy or as important-sounding as that—I just think of it as a good way to keep track of all the interesting stuff that comes my way. It's also been a great way to build up many hundreds of hours of extra writing practice over the years.
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    The main character of the Bum Trilogy, Zack Freeman is an ordinary boy with a revolutionary bum. Throughout the series he discovers—much to his surprise—that not only is he the son of bum-fighters James and Judi Freeman (he thought they were musicians), but he is also the grandson of legendary bum-fighters Mabel and Percy Freeman, who are credited with the invention of modern bum-fighting. Together Zack, his bum and Eleanor Sterne form a crack bum-fighting team.


    Appearances


    The Day My Bum Went Psycho (2001)


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)
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    The revolutionary bum of Zack Freeman is bad, disobedient, argumentative, opinionated, cheeky, brave, resourceful, smart, cowardly, sensitive, kind, mean, romantic, stupid and very, very smelly.


    Appearances


    The Day My Bum Went Psycho (2001)


    Zombie Bums from Uranus (2003)


    Bumageddon: The Final Pongflict (2005)
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    Zombie Bums from Uranus is the second book in the Bum trilogy.


    As a result of the massive bumcano explosion at the end of The Day My Bum Went Psycho, the Great White Bum—on fire—is sent hurtling through space on a collision course with the methane gas giant Uranus. As a result of this extra stinky collision—which is strong enough to wake the dead—millions of dead Uranusian bums are sparked back to life and harnessed as a zombie army with which the infinitely evil Great White Bum returns to Earth, extracts its revenge and establishes a new world order that not only enslaves humans but their bums as well.


    Armed with little more than a squeezy-bottle of tomato sauce, a rudimentary grasp of the hokey pokey and three of the oldest bum-fighters on the planet, Zack Freeman and his bum not only fight to prevent the total zombie-bummification of the world, but also against the deranged double-crossing double-agent ex-bum-fighter now known as the Mutant Maggot Lord and his army of giant mutant zombie blowflies.
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