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As you read this book, you'll notice
that there is @ % following some of the words.

These words are defined
in the Glossary at the back of this book.



*INTRODUCTION«
OLD KITTY



This is Old Kitty.

Old Kity can't hear very well anymore. Old Kity's eyes
don't work so well anymore. OId Kifty's claws aren't as
sharp as they used to be, and his bones somefimes creak
when he walks.




Old Kitty happens fo be the president® of the
Neighborhood Cat Club. But not for long.




Next wesk, OKd Kity willleave office K and give
up his role as the president of the Neighborhood Cat
Club. Why2 If's not just because he's old and fired
I's also because he will have served two full terms in
office, which is the longest any kitty is allowed fo be
president of the Neighborhood Cat Club.




But Old Kitty won't mind leaving office. At four years
aterm

WHEEZE
s

HACK
e

thats eight whole years Old Kity has been
president
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and eight years is about haf of a caf’s natural
lfeiime

BLEH




But Old Kitty will leave office knowing that he did the
best job he could. Being president is a very, very
hard job. Being president means often working late
into the night and living with the constant stress of
having so much responsibility. In many ways, being
president is the most dificult job there is, and Old
Kitty has been pretty worn out by it
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But don't feel too bad about Old Kityy. He still has
many good years ahead of him. After all

i é
4 YEARS AGO 2 YEARSAGO



Old Kitty is only nine years old.







Good moming, Kity!

Kityz Kity?

‘Wow. Something outside really has your attenfion today.
birds? Are there squirrels? Did Brian the mailman drop his |




Oh, | see. You're looking at some of those stray cats
that come wandering in from the neighborhood next
fo ours every now and then




What's the big deal, Kitly2 They're not hurting
anyone, are they? They're just cats like you.




Well, Kity, if they're bolhering you so much, why
don'tyou do something about if?

I know that look, Kitty.
You're thinking  about
throwing them all into an
activevolcano, aren't you?
*Sigh* That's not what |
was falking about.



‘What | mean is . . . why don’t you run for president
of the Neighborhood Cat Club2 Old Kitty is aboutto
leave office, which means that a new president has
to be elected. It might as well be you.
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Oh, sure I know that being president is a great
responsibility and a lot of hard work. And I know
that it requires a lot of personal sacrifice. But maybe
you'd do a greatjol
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And besides, it's the best way | can think of to deal with
the stray cat issue in the way that you want most.
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That's right, Kitty. As president, you would get to suggest
the laws that all of the other kitties would have fo follow,
including any law you think would be best for dedling with
the stray cats . . . with the possible exception of throwing
them all info an active volcano.
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You see, Kitty, as president you would

Where'd she go?




Sorry, Kitty. If's just not that simple. You have to go
through a whole lot of very complicated steps before
you can become president.




That's just how it is, Kity. Elections K might seem
complicated, but that's what keeps them fair.

Why, even BEFORE you get elected fo be president,
you have to win ANOTHER elecfion just so you can
have the honor of running for president in the first
place.




This first election is called a primary, ond wouldn't
you know it—today happens to be primary dayl
That's why dll of the other kitties from the
neighborhood are here. Hello, kitfies!

Now, ll we need to do is figure out how to hold a
primary election. And who befter to ask than good
ol UNCLE MURRAY.

S
o you aid lbrary” i of "primany”
and v got caughtup 1 g Hamy Pawir. Hahal Gat 1

e
il Sorryee'r I, butwe o




Let me just put on my specid election
day hat!

So, what is a prj {i‘"
Undle Murray?( 50

Well, ina primary you vote for a
candidate to become a nominee X
Huh?

1's easy. See, most elections have af

T I-., least two political groups that want
to be in charge, and fhese groups

are caled parties K But before you
have an election, each growp has to
nominate someone they want to rep-
resent them, so they hold a primary.

w do you pick the right

nominee? You hold a primary.

Great. So how do we holda
primary?

Well, first you gotta pick your
delegates X




The what?

Delegates. Delegates are the people
who represent your party's nominee.
So, first you pick your delegates,
and thenyou vote for your nominee,
and then the personwho gets the
most votes gets the most delegates

27 whowill thenrepresent him

or her at the convention’

Convention?

Oh, yeah! Those are fun. That's
where dll the delegates get together!
and choose their nominee for the
election.

So, in other words, anominee is chosen ata
unch of d © go

there to represenl the candidate chosen at a

primary .

Or mucusl*

Caucus?!!

Caucuses are awesome! Instead of primaries,

some states have caucuses, which are like big

meetings inwhich a bunch of people try to conv-

ince each other of who would be the

best nominee by standing on tables
‘and waving flags and shouting a lot.

AAAAARGH!
Yeah, like that.




Thatwas justway, way, WAY too confusing.

Since you all look about as bewildered as | do, kifes, lef's
fry something else.




No one knows why, but for some reason, anyone
who campigns for any poliical office has to be
good at kissing babies. So lef's have a contest—let's
pick our nominees by seeing which kifiies are best at
kissing Babyl

1 know you're enjoying your french fries, Baby, but
we need youl




The kitiies are split info two parties—the kitiies who live
on the LEFT side of the street and the kitties who live on
the RIGHT side of the sireet. First, if's the Lefi Side
Party’s turn to kiss the baby.

Strange Kity, do you
want o kiss the baby?

Iregret that I _—
have no inferest
in politics.

ne &

)

é Looks like they'r
oo busy playing|
ith Baby to
Q actually Kiss her




Chatty Kitty, do you want to kiss the baby?

e

Meow MEOW Meop, r“")l'»

Big Kitty wins the
primary for

the Left Side of
the Street Partyl
It probably

didn't hurt that
| Baby was eafing | ;
french fries.

hon wed

our ears, which would be funny becouse then we woukdn' see who we were kissing, but we could heor each other’s

Pougha



And now it's time for the kitties from the Right Side of
the Street to kiss Baby. You're first, Pretty Kitty, and
Stinky Kitty is next.







Well, Kitty, now’s your big chance. If you manage
to kiss Baby you will win the Right Side of the Street
primary and be their nominee for the election. All
you have fo do is

KISS BABY,
KISS BABY.







YOU DIDIT,KITTYI That means you won the primary and
that you and Big Kitty are the two nominees who will run
against each other to become president!

Thark you, Baby.




*CHAPTER TWO*
THE ENDORSEMENT X




Well, Kitty . . . Now's the hard part. Now you have to
find ways to convince enough kitties that you would be
the best candidate to vote for on election day. This long,
hard process of comvincing volers that you deserve their

vote is known as a campaign

We don't have much money to spend, Kitty, so one
thing we can do is conduct a grassroots
campaign * Do you know what that is, Kitty2 That's
when we dig hard fo find the roots of what voers care
about and then try fo leave something of ourselves
behind for them fo ponder.
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JUMPIN' JEHOSAPHAT!
NO, KITTY, NO!

THAT'S NOT WHAT | MEANT!




STOP RIGHT THERE!

STOP READING
IMMEDIATELY!
I'm Edna Prunelove, and as
the chairperson for Folks
Against Revalting Themes,
am sparing you this horrible
‘and inappropriate portion
of this tasteless little
book you're read-
ing!
Impressionable,
little minds such




)

) Until llof this nastiness s deaned
= up,  will bring toyou the heart-

Warming and educationaltale of....



Once upon a time,
there was a happy
little puppy who.
wanted to be president
of the United States.

"Would.n tit be

feth thought. “tobe

the president? Then

I could make sure

all the children had

bones to chew on,

and squeaky rub-

bery toys to play
with, and
tasty pigs’
ears to eat.



from state to
state in his
campaign,
asking all the
good people in
the country to
vote for him.

All of the people he met
were so pleased to meet
such a happy little puppy.

“Of cowse we'll vote
for such a happy little
puppy!” they all said.

“Woof!” said the puppy
‘happily. And all of the
people laughed.



But then on election day, just as all of the good
people were about to vote, they suddenly realized .

“Wait a minute! He's not
a native-born citizen!x
He's not over thirt
years old! He hasn't lived
in the United States for
at least fourteen years!

“He’s just a stupid dog!
e

So, the happy little puppy
wasn't elected president
of the United States
after all.

e End

There, now. Wasn't
that just lovely?
Such warmth! Such
humor! And! think
we all learned
something. I can't
wait for the movie!




And now back to your nastylittle book
about that nast

‘Wow, Kitlyl Those people sure were upset about their
lawn. NEVER do that againl

Kitty, a grassroots campaign is the kind of campaign
in which you fry to communicate directty with your
voters by going doortodoor, working locally, and
frying fo make personal contact with voters any way
you can.

It's not . . . uh ... . that thing you did.



A grassroots campaign is the kind of campaign you
can conduct when you just don't have a lot of money
like us. So, one of the things we can do without any
money is get Old Kitty's endorsement. If Old Kity is
willing o publicly recommend you for the office of
president, then all of those kitties who once voted for
him might vote for YOU this fime.




And it looks like Big Kitty had the same ideal

I guess this means that Old Kitly is just going fo have to
make a choice




as soon as he wakes up.
‘Which might take
a

litfe

while.










Oh, wel. | don't think either of you will be gefing an
endorsement today.

Maybeif's fime to look ot other options, Kitty.




*CHAPTER THREE *
ON THE
CAMPAIGN
TRAIL




Okay, Kitty lef's iry something else. Another
common part of conducting a grassroots campaign is
simply going door-to-door to meet as many voters as
you can. This way, you get to know which issues your
voters care most about. And they get to hear how you
plan to address their issues

Doesn'tthat sound like fun?

ItV ATEBN G AN )



Lef's try this house, Kity.

You need to make a good first
impression, Kitty. Try fo greetthe
voters with a nice smile.

Canyou smile, Kitty2

Onsecond
thought,
forgetthe
smile, Kitty.
I'lljust ring
the doorbell



Look, Kityl It's your good friend Chatty Kityyl I'm sure
shehas lots of important things to say. Let's find outwhat

MOV Kol
@O\A/QOW ]

RAVH




Meow
Meow eo#
}’\60‘*1 e i M
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WEOW




OW Mgoly
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Quick, Kittyl Chatty |
Kitty is finally taking
a breathl Now's
your chance fo tell
her why you would
bethe best candidate
tovoteforl

Bt
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A FISHe!

NO, KITTYI You can't give Chatty Kitty a fish o convince her
vote” and if's illegall

N




Getrid of the fish, and let's go to the next house. You
should know better than that, Kitty.

llring the doorbell here.




Look, Kittyl Your opponent Big Kitty lives herel Isn't
that a coincidencel Hi, Big Kify!

~- N




Now, Kitty. That is no way to behave even toward










*CHAPTER FOUR*
MEDIA AND MONEY

Good morning, Kity. Are you ready for another day of
pounding the pavement and knocking on doors for
your campaign?




Ohl What's this, Kitty? Today's newspaper?







‘Well, I wouldn’t worry too much about this, Kity.
People will forget all about this soon enough. And
once we begin discussing the issues they care
most about, | think we can rely on the voters to
make an educated decision.

It's just @ good thing there wasn'ta video camera there fo
record
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Hmmm Well, | guess that Big Kitty is a prefty
shrewd campaigner after all

But never mind all that, Kitty. Let's go out and pound the
pavementl Let's go knock on some

No? Why aren't you coming with me, Kitty2

Kitty2 What are you frying to tell me2




Are...are... areyou FIRING me, Kitty?

Areyou serious?

‘Wow. Ireally didn’t see that coming




But how will you run your campaign without me2 You
need me, don'tyou?

Don'tyou?







You have your own campaign Webssite? Buthow? You
couldn't have done this yourself. And who would be
goofy enough to make a campaign Web site for a
CAT2 Who would be so irresponsible as fo make a
campaign Web site for YOU?Z Who could you have
possiblyrickedinto

Ch




Hey, don't yell at mel The cat offered
me a pretty good-looking fish, and T
was hungry. Besides, a political

Well in the United
some presidential campaigns can
cost more than a billion dollars!
A BILLION DOLLARS! HOLY %#@$. X))
T know. Candidates have been
(I )\ krown o spend mare than a hundred
)\ million dollars just to run for mayor!
So, where do they get all that
money?
Well, some of these guys are pretty
rich to begin with, so they use
some of their own money. But most of
them get donations from people or
groups that really want to see them
get elected.




What kinds of people?
Al kinds of people. You dorit have
to be rich o donate. People can
donate just a couple of bucks. But
You can't donate more than $2,500
Yo a candidate. That's supposed to keep
really rich people from contralling an election.
©Okay, then what kinds of groups?
Well, some are called PACs or Political
Action Committees* Those are orga-
nizations that have a specific agenda
and want fo get candidates elected
to help them. They can donate as
much as $5,000, but no more.

What do candidates do with all that money?
Well, they need it for traveling and buying ads and
commercidls for TV. Although ot dll of those ads come
from the candidates.

Who else is there?

There are these so-called 5276roups* that can
collect and spend as much money as they want. They
buy ads and commercials and can say anything they
want—so long as they don't
work with or for a candidate.

Smells kind of fishy to me.
Ooh! Sorry, my fish must be done.
Want some?




First of all, Kitty, | can't believe there are people out
there who are goofy enough to send you money. But |
suppose if Uncle Murray was goofy enough fo make
you a Web site so you can find people gooly enough
to send you money, then | suppose anything is
possible.

So, what do you plan to do with your money
anyway?




‘Why are you picking up that remote, Kitty?2 Is it time
for Paw and Order or All My Kittens or

No. You didn't. Please tell me you didn't.

You did




THIS IS KITTY.

WHAT A GOOD KITTY.
SUCH A VERY
GOOD

7'\

it

ISN’T SHE A GOOD KITTY?

HUH?
/ YES, SHE IS.




DON'T BE A JERK.
VOTE FOR KITTY.

THIS IS KITTY,

APPROVED THIS
MESSAGE.




Well, Kitty That commercial may be the most
revolting thing I've ever seen on felevision

Kitty, you can't just make yourself out to be what you
think people want fo see. If you want to be president,
then you HAVE to be honest about who you are.




Plus, voters care about issues. You have fo tell voters
where you stand on the things they care about most.
Have you forgotten all about the stray cat issue?
T}ImVs why you were running for president in the first
place.

Now, please tell me that you have something more fo
show thatwill address the important issues of the day.




What do we really
know about Big

Oh, sure. He's big.
things
are big.

Elephants are
b

Cars are big.

And dogs are big‘\.
That's right. -
DOGS.







“The Codlition to Make Sure That Dogs Are Not
Secrefly Elected fo be President of the Neighborhood
Cat Club”2l Whatthe %#@$ is thai2

Oh, Kitty, you went and found some 527 Group that
would go out there and smear poor Big Kitty just fo
further your cam paign, didn't you? You know that Big
Kitty isn'treally a dog, don'tyou?




Don't give me that big, innocent look, Kittyl 1 don't
care that you're not the one who actually made the ad,
and | don't care that you're not even mentioned in the
ad

You claim fo know nothing about the organization
thatmade this ad, but | don'tbelieve it for a second.

(EN@’ 7 .

= \\



Hello? Yes?
I see.

Okay. el her. Thank you

Goodbye.




Well, Kitty ... Now you'll have to put your money
where your mouth is. You've been invited fo have a
public debate *  with Big Kiy on the day before the
election.




That's right. Now you'll have to stand before all the
voters and explain fo them just why you should be
their best choice to representthem as their president.
Kity2

Kity?

Uh-oh




*CHAPTER FIVE+
THE DEBATE

How dol

straighte




Good evening, and welcome to the one and only
debate between the two nominees hoping to earn
your vote in tomorrow's election for president of
the Neighborhood Cat Club.

T'm Strange Kitty, your moderator

for tonight's debate. /i




T will ask each candidate a question about an
issue that is important fo the voters from both
sides of the street. Each candidate will have one
minute o respond affer which both candidates
will each have thirty seconds to give a rebuttd *
or an opposing viewpoint.

We'll begin with a coin toss fo see who goes
first.







Hang ol T1 try 1o find
something elsel

T found something!

TS my Pover Pathar
Fon Club Medallion




Wait . .. You went
o SanFranPowPan
Sci-FiComicCon . . Without ME!

How could you! You I called you,
wouldn't even be. and you said
reading Power
Panther if
not for

mel \

Now,




What was I thinking?
T have them all
recorded

Tve never seen the You betl
one where AquaCat is
hyprotized by Pirate

Greatl Let's go fo my
place right




Lef's just start

withyou,
BigKitty ...
Where doyo

the issue of

who wander

in from other

reighborhoo

tolive on

our street? De

we welcor
themand let

them live

do we cl






You "like french fries."

Ts that really dll you have to say?




You "REALLY like french fries" I
understand. But the stray cat ques-
tion is a prefty big issue, isn't it? T
mean, we sometimes get these stray
cats wandering info our neighbor-
hood who want to live here. We live in
nice, warm houses with toys and litter boxes
and cool stuff like Power Panther medallions.
Should we be expected to share our stuff with
these cats who have nothing—nothing at all? Or
should we take steps to keep these cats out
because we don't know who they are?




No, T don't have any french fries
*sigh*

The same question goes to you, Kitty.
Where do you stand on the stray cats
issue? Do we
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like

Hmmm.... T tried to write this all
down as you were saying it. Let's

see if I got this right

Something about how "Big

is really a dog, and dogs smell




And so condludes tonight’s debate. Thank
You so much for watching. Please dor't

forget to vote tomorrow.

Good night.

Psst...
You have
fifty-three
minbges left

Forget it.



*CHAPTER SIX*
ELECTION DAY!

Well, Kity . . . The big day is finally here. The only thing yot

this polling stafion.*




Let's take a look at what the ballot * looks like.




Oh, sure. There's always a “WRITEIN"* opfion. This gives
or shewants if the official candidates aren’t deemed worthy.

it dlways goodto havemore opfions ... right?

Anyway, s your turn to vote, Kity.




Hello, Strange Kitty. Nice job last night.

Kitty is here to cast her ballot.

Let's see here .
Kitty . Kty
mmmm ...




Sorry, but I don't see your
name here. Did you register*

to vote?




Kityl Are you telling me tat you never registered fo

Registering is one of the most important responsibilifie:




Voter registration is a process
of collecting all of the names and
addresses of everyone who can vote.

Well, the main reason is to prevent
voter fraud. The law is that you

can only vote once, and you can only
Vote in the area where you live.

Registering to vote creates a
database that ensures that
you only vote one time in the place
where you live, and it makes sure

you're even allowed to vote.

to be over eighteen years old. Sorry,
kids. Also, in the United States you
have to be a citizen of the country.
Plus, depending on the state, if you
commit a felony, a bad crime, you
may not be allowed to vote at all,
even after you get out of prison.




Okay, o how do you register?

It couldn’t be easier. 27 Al vou gotta do
is fill out a voter registration form.
/They're super easy to find. You can

Y download them from the Internet. You

USTATly, you can just go to your local
Library o post office and seé if they
have any hanging around.

When do you register?

In most states, you have to register
to vote as much as a month before a
election. There are a few states like
Maine and Wisconsin that let you registdro
same day you vote, but it’s best to play it safe nnd
register WAY ahead of time . . . unless you live in
North Dakota where you don't have to register at
all. 'm not sure why—that's just how they
things in the Peace Garden State.

If kids can’t vote, is there any-
thing we can do for an elecﬂon?

Absolutely! What you do is go home,
find a grown-up, and say, “Hey, youl
Did you register?” And if they s:
“Not yet,” then you have them read

what your ol' Uncle Murray has to say about it.
Then on election day you go, “Hey, you! Did you
vote?” And if they say, “Not yet,” then you keep
asking over and over again until they do it. It's
that important!




KITTYI This means that you can't votel You can't even vote f

Let's just hope that enough of the other kitiies vote for you.







Well, 1 guess | should have seen this

One vote for Big Kitty . . .

Ore vote for Pretty Kitty ...
One vote for Stinky Kity . . .




Being cats, and being just a lile selfcertered, all of the

for the Twin Kitiies who voted for each other.

CHATT
STRANGE




Well, Kitly . . . You may have lost the election, but no
They're all tied at ONE VOTE eachl

This is prefty serious, Kitty. Without a clear winner, you




This means that unless something very dramatic happens, f

elecfion. You might sfill have a chance dfter all, Kitty.

HM,'\V“—“ L
SDINGZ
~ DNGT

Hold that thought,

ere’s the



Now, this is inferesting. Ifs a letter from Old Kity.

And not just any lefter! It's an absentee ballotl *




Kity, absentee balots are for voers who can't make it
o the poling place on election day for whatever

reason. Somefimes it's because the voter knows he'll

be out of fown or because he's physically unable to go

Do chlognonbaae e spyicol &Y

to the polls —like OId Kity.

voted! This is a prefty dramatic moment, isn't it, Kitty? |
-

out how Old K




It's one more vote for Strange Kittyl




This means that Strange Kitty won the election and
is the next president of the Neighborhood Cat

Who,




Well, Kitty That seftles it. S.K. won the elecfion anc
sorry you didrt win, Kity. I'm sorry you didn't even g

o one else voted for you

Gosh! Me—the
presidentt




| know you tried hard fo win the election, Kitty. But
hope you learned an importent lesson today about how
to run a clean campaign and

Kity?

Kity?

Uh-oh.

= 4~€) But, why me?







NO, KITTY! NOT THIS TIME!

You don't get to throw one of your screaming,
spitting, angry, crazy hissy fits this timel You don't get
to be a BADKITTY this fimel

But what if

Idontdo a

go0d job>  Easyl Just
hire me 1o

el every-

one how
goodY job
you'rd doing!



I don't care if you're upset, Kittyl | don't even care that yo
who runs for office. Elections are about more than who wir

more than campaigns and TV commercials and money.

Oh, T can't do that! The
kiffies need fo decide
how good a job T'm doing
for thi

emselves!




Elections are all cbout DEMOCRACYI*

We saw democracy inacfion foday, Kitly, when we watchec
Strange Kitty win the election fair and square. Because thaf's
what democracy does. Democracy makes sure tha
EVERYONE has a chance fo participate, that EVERYONE has
a chance fo win, and that EVERYONE has the chance fo
someday becomeheleader of his or hercommUBfE 7 pow

T know
youll be

a great
president.



You may not like how the election ended, Kitty. But
you have no choice but o live with the resuls if you
want to live in a democracy.

GOSH!







Uh










She said she's
going to beat you
like a cheap rug

Yup. Her

in four years,

didn't she? campaign
begins

tomorrow.




EDNA’S LOVELY

Helo, Chirent rn Pacios l o Arla'mw fhat
it b aé
ftle cat ar

You with wmeﬂ'\rg edu» i < grand fo
review al of those cor out the.
election. Won't this be. eder in

which they appear.

“president"2Essentiall.a president isthe man or woman whohasbeen
selectedbyagraupofpeapko be in
chargeof hat groupof people Ifdoesn t maffer

presidens. Some companies have presidents
Evensome dassroomshave presidents. Perhaps
this willinspire you fo run for president in your
classroom Wha

OFFICE « In fems of @ preﬂder(y, “ofice”
is vid the same woy as ‘power A
et s 1 o
which means that he jromid
Ukewise, f e president is oo of ¢ e
not president anymore, then he's “aut of
power " Byebyel

PRIMARY + Now it sfarls fo gel compl:
cated. Before you can have a president, you
have fo figure out WHO is going fo




run for president. One way is fo hold a primary, which is a ko like an

ELECTION « but not quite. An clection is a proces in wm(n
@ primary is ike an election BEFORE fhe election in

onfused yer? You're vt dlone. Thete are. people who dedicate the
work

NOMINEE * Everyone who runs in a primary is  “candidate.* Whos
o can now run in the election. The nominee was chosen by fhe people in

PARTY + OH, OY1 ITS A PARTYI Where are the balbons? The musi
fun with you. If's nof that kind of party. In this case, we're faking abo
people who all have the same philosophy and goal f gefiing fheir nom

DELEGATES » Because a person running for office,
same fime, fhaf persn has fo have delegates who of
of nominees as being ke rock.and:

ONVENTION + OF, 1OV TS A PARTY | mean i
on realy are balloons and music and cake and



very calorful [which is a nice way of scying “ugy’) shits and yeling and

the poliical party has finaly gatten fagether af a convention and chasen a

ENDORSEMENT + Maybe it's because polficians are just naturaly in
endorsements. An endarsement is when someone gives a norinee a publi

statementean be veryusefulioanominee

CAMPAIGN « W hen you conduct a bunch of activiies, alof them eoordin

elected, ha's calkd a campaign. In the United S
costalOTof money.

GRASSROOTS CAMPAIGN + The roofs
below the surface of the ground. So the ide
‘campaign is o fry and find out what cfecs f
vote for yau. The best way fo do this, of course,
and tak fo as many people as yau can. And th

et of nominees do.

NATIVE-BORN CITIZEN * There are onh

necessary




fo being the president of the United States. You have fo be over thirtyfive
United States for at keast fourteen years, and you have fo have been born so
if both of yaur parents are U.S. ilizens, then you can be born anywhere i
would be exciting

PAC + No, I'm ot faking about that irritaing it video game with that 1
Commitiees,orPACs, are arganizationstha collct and spendmoneyin order
donate maney fo candidates, but they can only denate $5,000 af most. And

whichtheycan spendasmuchmoneyastheywant.

527 GROUP « These are speciai kinds of organizationstha are much ke

fosupport a specific candidate or work with that candidate’s

onel
DEBATE + When two or more people gef b publically

argue over one or many topics, thisis caled



voe

BALLOT « Trisisadevice, ndit can simplybe apiece of porer ! that
i

aher\vdedbypumr\g\mkbﬂﬂsmwubox Avhitsbolnecnt eFada

WRITE-IN CANDIDATE * If a nomince s name doesnof appear on
the ballt g
Your vate. Why, the nominee doesn't even have fo be running for the.

office. This might sound sill, but many nominees have won office his
way lsn'tthatnice?

litle man Uncle Murray explained it quite nicely. You can go backto.
page 112ifyouneedobereminded

ABSENTEE BALLOT + These are special
balofs for peaple who are simply unable fo
make fheirwaylothe polingplace onclection
day. In most states you donat have fogive an
excuse astowhy you have o use an absentee
balot. But yau should be careful. Send if at
least

Apparently,the postalsystemisaite eficient
inthat rudefiflecat'sneighborhood

DEMOCRACY + Ah, democracy. One of
my favorte words in the world 1 ke it even
more than “glodiola” and “lagoon.* A wise:
man named  Abraham Lincol  once
essentialy  described  democrocy  as
government of




the people by the people, andfor the people. The key word here, of
course, is“people." A democracyisnota governmenirun by aking wh
never gives up his hrone. A demoeracy is not agovemment run bya

are complicated, but | hape you understand now just how *sniff*
impertantihey are.

*sniff* Forgive me if | get a litle tearyeyed. | am rather prone fo
‘emafional outbursts o parictism somefimes.I'm sure you're the same
way.

*sniff,niff* Oh, dear! It appearsmysensikilfiesrealy have gattenthe

befter of me. | must go compose mysel. | do hope you all kearned
somethingtoday.TaTal




*APPENDIX TWO*

During any dramatic moments in tis book, please
play the following music on your tuba, zither, or
harpsichord

Thark you

o}







ACAT YOU AN []
BELIEUE I

It's fime to elect a new
president of the Neighborhood Cat Club.
Once Bad Kitty and Big Kitty figure out
what the heck an election is, one kitty will
win by a whisker! When the votes are in,
the results might surprise you.

ANEALPORTER 800K
ROARING BROOK PRESS
Newvom
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