


































































































































































































































Ya gotta
register!
That’s
important

WHAT IS VOTER
REGISTRATION?

Voter registration is a process
 of collecting all of the names and
 addresses of everyone who can vote.
But why do you need to
register?

Well, the main reason is to prevent
voter fraud. The law is that you
can only vote once, and you can only
vote in the area where you live. 

                    Registering to vote creates a
                      database that ensures that
                        you only vote one time in the place
                           where you live, and it makes sure
                              you’re even allowed to vote.

 Really? Are some people not
allowed to vote?

                     Oh, sure! For one thing, you have
             to be over eighteen years old. Sorry,
        kids. Also, in the United States you
        have to be a citizen of the country.
        Plus, depending on the state, if you
        commit a felony, a bad crime, you
        may not be allowed to vote at all,
        even after you get out of prison.



                 Okay, so how do you register?
                   It couldn’t be easier. All you gotta do
                    is fill out a voter registration form.
                   They’re super easy to find. You can
                  download them from the Internet. You
               can go to your local board of elections.
Usually, you can just go to your local
library or post office and see if they
have any hanging around.

When do you register?
In most states, you have to register
to vote as much as a month before an
election. There are a few states like
Maine and Wisconsin that let you register on the 
same day you vote, but it’s best to play it safe and 
register WAY ahead of time . . . unless you live in 
North Dakota where you don’t have to register at 
all. I’m not sure why—that’s just how they do
things in the Peace Garden State.

                  If kids can’t vote, is there any-                   
                  thing we can do for an election?

                  Absolutely! What you do is go home,
                  find a grown-up, and say, “Hey, you!
                  Did you register?” And if they say,
“Not yet,” then you have them read
what your ol’ Uncle Murray has to say about it. 
Then on election day you go, “Hey, you! Did you 
vote?” And if they say, “Not yet,” then you keep 
asking over and over again until they do it. It’s 
that important!
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