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*INTRODUCTION *

IN THE
BEGINNING




IN THE BEGINNING, THERE WAS KITTY.
Just Kity.
Only Kitty.

Kitty—all by herself




Kitty ate her food—alone ®

Kitty played with her toys—alone.
v

&7




The years passed, and Kitty was happy fo eat alone,
play alone, and sleep alone. Life confinued to be
lone.
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A foul and wreiched beast had arrived as if from
gwhere.

Its face was deformed and grotesque. Its massive black
nose was abways cold andilways wet, lis breath §
was so hot and so foul that its odor could mask the
stench of a hundred dead fish lying in the sun. And it
seemed to be filled with a noxious, clear liquid that
continuously dripped out of the vast, gaping maw it
called its mouth.




But what was worst of all, worse than its ugliness,
worse than its ferrible sfink, and even worse than the
never-ending frail of coze it left behind wherever it

went . ..




was that the beast never seemed to sleep.




Kitty fought bravely to rid her once peaceful kingdom
F s vl B Bk s wourtt igh i
to defeat the evil creature.




ry time they confronted each other, the hideous
b.m would smear h.; foul, oily liquid on Kitty as if
preparing to devour her.




Survival became a daily challenge for poor Kity.




Over time, Kitty became used fo life with the beast.
Even its horrible odor became tolerable. The brave
Kitty had found areas of shelter where she could evade
the beast and its terrible liquid.

Attimes, though she would never admit it, she became
almost fond of the beast. o~




Almost.

Life was not as it once was, but eventually it became
good again.




Little did Kitty know that soon there would be another.




=CHAPTER ONE*
A SHORT TIME AWAY




GOOD MORNING, KITTY!

I suppose you're wondering why there are so many
bags and suikcases on the floor.




Well, thaf's because we're going on a very special frip!




Uh ... thatis . . . WE are going on a very special frip.
Sorry, Kitty, but you'll be staying here at home with
Puppy.




Oh, don'tbe like that, Kitly. We won't be gone for long.
And when we get back from our very special fip, we'll
have a very special surprise for you.




Meanwhile, good of Uncle Murray has agreed fo siay

here and fake good care of you and Puppy while we're
away. lsn't that nice?

Hi, dog. Hi there,
ya goofy cat. We're
going to have some
fun together. Right?




So, Kitty, make sure that you listen to everything that
Uncle Murray fells you. And make sure that you play
nicely with Puppy. And make sure that you don't make
a big mess while we're away.

Ahhh .. . We're going to
get along just finel
Right, cat?!




Goodbye, Kitty! Goodbye, Puppy! Goodbye, Uncle

urray! We'll see you in one week!

Goodbyel Good
luckl Don't you
about a
thing. We'll all
be just fine!







Hello, Fire Department?
Hi. I have a cat stuck in a

tree. Can you come over
as soon as possible?
Thanks.




DAY TWO
Hello, Fire ’\) PN
Department? Hi. \) Mol

T have a dog stuck
ina tree. That's_l
right. I said
“dog.” Can you
come right

v,“ﬁéﬁff/

Hello, Fire Department?
Hi. It's me again. Heh-heh!
Well, you're not going to
believe this, but that

cat and dog are both ~~_
stuck up in that tree
againand.. ... you
know the address.
Thank you.




Hi. You're not going to
3 . believe this, but this
y, time I'm the one stuck in|
-ﬁ@. the tree. It's kind of a
funny story. You see ...
llo? Hello?

DAY FOUR| ire Department?
%

50 whenever you get




Hello, Fire Department? Hi
Yup, it's me yet again.

Well now I have a

refrigerator stuck up in
the tree. That's right,
a refrigerator. See,
the cat was chasing
the dog and then ...
Hello? Hello?

DAY SEVEN

Hello, plant nursery? Hi.
Ineed toorder a Woof
new tree.




{1
All cats like to climb trees. Even big cats like lions and
jaguars (but not most figers) like fo climb trees. And
they all do it for three different reasons.

n g, Cats like to climb frees . . . well . . .
because they like to. Cats aren’t
very tall, so climbing up things like
rrees will give them Dppor'um'y

see their surroundings from
o hwgh Plus, while they re at i, by
ing up a tree gives cats the
opportunily o sharpen their claws, which they do all
the fime anyway.

go, the thinner the air,
which is why they go
#%4*@ crazyl

\ And the higher up they



other animals. When they
climb up a tree to inspect
their surroundings, part of
what they're looking for is something to eat. And as
an added bonus, there happen to be some tasty
things like birds and squirrels already nesting in
those frees.

Squirrels?! They eat
squirrels?! Birds I knew
about. But squirrels?!
That's proof that cats
are #%4*@ crazyl

Cats may be predators, but
there are other bigger animals
like dogs who sometimes attack
cats. Climbing up a tree can
often save a cat from harm.

Don't you believe it!
That dog wouldn't

hurt a flyl
S




[ONE WEEK LATER . . .







Thank you so much, Undle Murray, for taking such
good care of Kitty and Puppy. | hope they weren't

too much frouble.

Howd they get a refrigerator
200
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Goodbye, Uncle Murray!

Hi, Kitty. Awww . . . You're not sfill sore at us for going
on that Irip without you, are you? Well, his will cheer
you up! Do you remember that real big surprise we
promised you? Do you? Do you?




WELL, HERE SHE IS!




*CHAPTER TWO«

WHAT THE HECK
IS THAT THING?







HI THERE! AND WELCOME TO THE INSIDE
OF KITTY'S BRAIN AND THE HOTTEST
GAME SHOW IN TOWN

WHAT THE HECK
IS THAT THING?




AND WELCOME ONCE AGAIN TO OUR USUAL
PANEL OF CONTESTANTS—PANIC, HUNGER,
AND LAZY!

Oh, wow! Thisis bad
Really bad T shoukdn't  Can Thave a face?

here o, it




PANIC, SINCE YOU CAME CLOSEST LAST
WEEK WHEN YOU IDENTIFIED THE DUST
BALL WE SAW UNDER THE SOFA AS "SOME
SORT OF FUZZY COCKROACH MONSTER THAT
WILL EAT US ALL YOU GET TO BE THE
FIRST TO PLAY WHAT THE HECK IS THAT
THING?

Oh, wow! It's big. T mean, it's really big!

And it drools a lot! T've never seen
anything like it before! I should attack
it. No, wait . .. T should run away! No,
wait . .. T should attack itl No, wait




HUNGER, IT'S YOUR TURN TO PLAY WHAT
THE HECK IS THAT THING?

T don't know, but it smells funny .. like
aliver, fish, and onion taco.




LAZY! LET'S HEAR WHAT YOU HAVE TO SAY!
'WHAT THE HECK IS THAT THING?

‘ !




GOOD POINTS, EVERYBODY! IT'S BIG, IT
DROOLS, IT SMELLS FUNNY, AND IT'S VERY
NOISY! WHAT DO YOU SAY TO THAT, PANIC?
ANY GUESSES?

Oh, Wow! That's not good! Very
bod! Very, very bad We should
attacki No, wait . .. We should
run away! No, wait




HUNGER! WHAT SAY YOU, MY FRIEND?

T love milk T love tuna. I love
tacos. But if T mix them all
together, T get nauseous. But
it's aways worth it.




ANYTHING MORE TO ADD, LAZY?




TIME'S UP, CONTESTANTS! IT'S TIME TO
LOCK IN YOUR ANSWERS. REMEMBER . .. THE
CLUES ARE: IT'S BIG, IT DROOLS A LOT, IT
SMELLS TERRIBLE, AND IT'S NOISY.

CONTESTANTS, THAT CAN MEAN ONLY ONE
THING! IT'S . ..







*CHAPTER THREE+

ANOTHER
O@ 43 %L



Well, Kitty, what do you think of our big surprise?
Isn't she wonderful?




MEOWR ReowR
<FTeFT MEOWR
\’“SS ?FTG(KO\')L
ReowR Y)ss
H1SS e

¢

L ReowR
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Oh, Kitty. Don't be like that. She’s harmless. And the

two of you have a lot in common. Real

et
I~




And just to prove it, I've invited all of your friends over
fo meet the newest addition to our family.

DING-
DONG!




Lok, Kitty! Ifs all of the other kittes in the neighbor-
hood! They ll prove o you that you have nothing o
worry about!




Awww! Isn't that sweet! They like her already. Now,
aren’t you ashamed of yourself, Kitty?




Look! Big Kitty is noficing how big she is!




Awww! Isn't that sweet! Big Kitty must think she’s
another kitty!




The Twin Kitties are noticing how much she likes
to play with their cat toys. They must think she’s
another kitty, too.




Stinky Kitty is noticing how . . . well . . . how sfinky
she can be. Stinky Kitty must w»mk she's another kitty.




Chatty Kitty is noticing how talkative she is. Chatty Kitty
must think she's another kify

e N e\
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Pretty Kitty is noticing how soft and delicate she is.
Pretty Kitty must think she’s another kitty.




What do YOU think, Strange Kity?




Inissue #189 of ASTONISHING CAT
COMICS, when The Fantastic Feline Five
travel across the galaxy to the Purple
Panther Planet, what does the Jaguar
Queen say to Mighty Manx that helps him
turn his archenemy Obnoxious Ocelot into
a40-pound block of Gorgonzola cheese?







Only a true kitty would have known
that! So, it's of ficiall She's one of us!
And that means it's time for . . .

THE
PUSSYCAT
OLYMPICS!




If you look at a caf’s claws
close up, you'll see that they
all curve inward toward their
paws. This means that i's very
easy for a cat to climb UP
something, but not so easy for
itho back DOWN unless
the cat goes backward. That
might sound easy enough for
you or me, but moving back-
ward does not come naturally to cats. Think about it this
When was the last fime you saw a cat walk

way
backward?

T backed that goofy
~ cat up against a wall

a few days ago, and it

was one of the worst

/experiences of my lifel

%




inexperienced
with climl

realize that if's foo dangerous

to jump down and simply won't

know what to do. Whaf's worse is that
a frightened cat will often keep climbing
higher and higher in the free to find

a different way down.

Which is ot at all like what
happened to me when I got
stuck in the tree. See, I kept
climbing up and up thinking
that the higher you get in
the tree, the longer the
branches get. And
eventually Td find
abranch long
enough to get me.
back down. Makes
sense, right?

)



*CHAPTER FOUR®

THE PUSSYCAT
OLYMPICS

Well, old chum, it's a beautiful day here inside the
living room and I can think of no better way to
celebrate the arrival of this new kitty than by
once again holding . ..

THE PUSSYCAT OLYMPICS!

Conditions simply could not be
better for these games, SK.
This carpet was vacuumed just

two days ago! ¢4
A




These games are always an exciting time when all
of the kitties of the neighborhood can set aside
their differences and compete together in the
spirit of sportsmanship and fair play.

T hope youlll excuse this old feline if I get justa
little choked up during the day.

I understand, SK.
I really do.




The athletes are entering the room!
And what a colorful group they arel

I know T say this every time,
S.K., but this is always my!
favorite part of these games.

Here comes Big Kittyl You can
tell that he's been training.

The Twin Kitties look eager fo compete.
True champions, the both of them.



WD)\ Pretty Kitty is looking as lovely as
& everl *sigh*

And just behind her, Stinky Kitty is /

fooking as filthy as ever! *Acki*

Here comes Chatty Kitty, trying to
psyche out the competition as usual.

And here comes our host kitty! Wow!
I don't know if I've ever seen such a
look of determination on an athlete’s

face. This could mean trouble!

o %
N




/ \ And following her is the New Kitty.
{ | What do you think we can expect from
this newcomer?

Hard to say, SK. She's a plucky, / \
young go-getter with a will to|
win. That much is for sure. \

This could get exciting, folks!
LET THE GAMES BEGIN!




This first event is always a crowd
pleaser! It's the STARE-AT-YOUR-
SELF-IN-A-MIRROR-UNTIL-YOU-

| G- { | GET-BORED competition. Pretty Kitty
remains undefeated in this event,
but Stinky Kitty has promised to
give her a challenge.




X / Couldn't you just swim in those big,
dark, beautiful eyes? And her fur—
so soft ... sovelvety ...

3\, Pretty Kitty's looking good, S.K. And
( % I mean very, VERY good. *sigh*

P
is happening out on the floor! | /

e




/ \ Stinky Kitty is asleep! T think he's

| always been asleep! That means he's
/ automatically disqualified! And that
means this contest is just between .

Hold that thought, SKl
Something else is happening! | 1




WOW! Pretty Kitty was momentarily
\ distracted! And that means that in a
stunning upset, the NEW KITTY IS




S, T'm here in the living room
talking with the winner.

That was an incredible display,
New Kitty. Can you give us
some insight info your training

program?
P&&LLEA,RG LE
PLOFFr




Back fo you, SK.




The BABBLING-ON-AND-ON-
WITHOUT-STOPPING event has
been Chatty Kitty's domain for many
years now. But Big Kitty is hoping
for an upset today. And apparently
S0 is our ambitious, young newcomer
fresh from her recent victory.
Let's watch the action!

Meow
")



“This could go on for hours, folks.
So feel free to step into another
room to get a drink of water or
find some cotton for your ears
or...

IS
[I\guthJ ‘bﬁ’*
Meyo\ao\ﬂ* @
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Big Kitty and Chatty Kitty have
both been left speechless!
Speechless! What a stunning
victory for New Kitty!




Well, folks, despite protests from
the neighbors, it's time once again
for the WHO-CAN-CREATE-THE-
BIGGEST-STINK event, also known
as the WHO-CAN-OUTSTINK-
STINKY-KITTY competition. This
is a grueling event that's not for
the faint of heart.




The Twin Kitties took up the challenge
this year. Rumor has it that they
rolled around in the dumpster behind
a seafood restaurant and bathed in
garlic juice just before the event.

Bm as expected, even the Twin
s look overcome by the
msplrmgly putrid essence of
Stinky Kitty. This event is just
about over.




But wait! New Kitty is entering the
playing field! Could this amazing
athlete really pose a challenge fo
Stinky Kitty?

What could she possibly do this late
in the game? What could she possibly
do that could emit such a noxious
odor big enough to ... .

e )
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What an amazing athlete! What an
amazing kitty! What a true champion!
What a stunning defeat for Stinky
Kittyl A new era has come! This day
will go down in history!




5K, T'm down here once again with
the winner—the winner of not just one
but ALL THREE of the events played
today . .. except that ... I'm starting
to feel a little lightheaded .. . and

T think I should sit down . .. seeing
Spots .. . everything’s going black ... .




'WHEW! | think it's fime fo change your diaper, young
lady. And then we'll get you something to eat.




And now it's time for the last event of
the day, the one we've all been waiting
for. Some would call this the most
challenging of all the events in The
Pussycat Olympics. Surely, it is the
one event that separates the cats
from the kittens. I'm speaking, of
course, of THE EATING CONTEST!




And no other kitty in the history of The
Pussycat Olympics has ever dominated this sport
more than our host. Time and time again, she
has consumed more food than could ever be
imagined. Time and time again, she has proved
that no meal is too large, no food bowl oo deep,
no menu too absurd for this kitty and her
extraordinary appetite.




SUPPER TIME, KITTY!




Is there no one brave
enough, heroic enough,
hungry ‘enough to chalienge
the champion? Is there no
courageous kitty out there
who is willing to test her
appetite and her stomach
against the master's? No
one? Really? No one?









Coulditbe...?2Isit...?YES,
IT IS! It's none other than the

g New Kitty! Could she perform the
impossible and win EVERY event in

The Pussycat Olympics?

\ SUPPER TIME FOR YOU, TOO,
HONEY!

BANAN! AS




Okay, athletes! You know the
rules! Whoever finishes her bow!
of food first wins!

ON YOUR MARK .. .

GET SET ...

GO!







WHAT AN INCREDIBLE
PERFORMANCE! NEW KITTY HAS
\ DONE THE IMPOSSIBLE AND
| WON EVERY SINGLE EVENT IN
| THE PUSSYCAT OLYMPICS!

She's more than just a kitty,
she's a SUPER KITTY!




SK., I'm feeling much better and
am here speaking with the winner.

That was an extraordinary
performance today, New Kitty.
To what do you owe your
amazing abilities?

BLO?P
LOP
% oerfeB2T ! \







And now, I'm
going to speak to




Tell us .. . now that you've LOST,
can you tell our audience how it
feels to have LOST because this
is the first time you've ever LOST
this event. Plus, you LOST to a
newcomer.




I mean. ..you didn't just LOSE,
you know, you LOST by a lot! You
didn't even come closel T saw the
whole thing, and it was a pretty

incredible LOSS. Were you even

trying? Because you LOST pretty
big time there!




Which is to say ... um ... . that ... . do
youhave any . . . th .. . comments . .. ?
Anything ... ? Anything at all . .. 2
Nothing . . . ? Really?




*

% One more event has been added to

: the schedule, Folks—the 20-FOOT-
CAT-SPRINT-OUT-THE-DOOR!
Anyone who makes it back home in

3 z one piece is a winner!







Thank you for joining us for The Pussycat
Olympics. We now bring you our regularly
scheduled screaming temper tantrum.




*CHAPTER FIVE-

OUR REGULARLY
SCHEDULED
SCREAMING

TEMPER
TANTRUM




Well, Kitty . . . You've done it again. Everyone was
having such such a nice time until you had to go and
spoil it by freaking out. And why2 Because you lost a
few litfle games.

We love you, Kitty, but somefimes you're not just a
Bad Kitty. Sometimes you're  bad loser, foo.




No, Kitty. Ifs not her fault. It's nobody’s fault but your

own,

Now where do you think you're going?




No, Kitty. She's not moving out. She's skaying here with
us whether you like it or not.




*Sigh® No, Kitly. We can't ship her back to where she
from

came




No, Kitty. We're not going to sell her either. Now
stop if!




Kitty, | just don't understand why you're acting so
badly. The two of you have so much in common. You
both like to scratch things. You both like fo chew on
things you shouldn't. You obviously both like fo eat
lot.




And you're both

adopted.




That's right, Kitty. This baby needed someone fo feed
her. This baby needed someone fo read her stories and
play with her. This baby needed someone fo love her
and take good care of her—just like you and Puppy
once needed all of those things.




And this baby needed a place to live that was warm
and safe and happy just like you and Puppy once
needed this place.




This baby needed a home justike you and Puppy once
necded a home. And now she has all that . . .




Just like you







Don't cry, Kitty! Everything's okay. We forgive you!
Puppy, please stop! What are you crying about













In most cases, a cat stuck in a tree will find a way down
all by herself once she figures out how fo shimmy
back down backward. But there are some techniques
you can use o help her.

n

2)

3)

s

Open a can of her favorite food
underneath the free. Make sure, if
possible, that she sees it and then
leave it at the bottom of the tree.
Nothing will convince your cat fo
take a risk like @ hungry stomach.
If you have a ladder tall enough
to reach the cat or even come a
litle close, then prop it up securely
. against the m and let her climb
down by her
Leave her ulme or at least walk
away from the tree. Sometimes even
your best infentions might make your
cat even more nervous during thi:
2% awhul experience, Lefiing her find
the food or the ladder by herself
could be the best tactic.



But if hours pass or if's startis
dark or cold outside, then it :‘nglghie
time to take matters info your own
hands. If the cat isn't too high up and
if your ladder is sturdy enough, put

a thick coat and a pair of thick
work gloves and go
on up fo get her. Move

slowly 0 you don’t make her more

nervous, Try o grab her by the scruff of

the neck. Even cats hate this,

ou'll need your other hand to climb
Locl( down

IF the situation becomes a real emergency or if the cat
is just foo high up fo reach by yourself, avoid calling
the fire department if at all possible. Despite their
reputation, many fire depariments have a strict policy
against cat rescues. This is because the time spent
rescuing a cat from a tree could distract them from a
fire that could be aking place elsewhere.

Instead, call your local animal shelter or humane soci-
ety. They're the real professionals for this sort of thing

Great. Now you
tell me.
S /
T
—
©



*CHAPTER SIX+
A NEW BEGINNING

Well, Kitty. | guess if’s nice that you've become so close
baby.

fo the




But sometimes.




No, Kitty! The baby doesn't use the litter box like you.
Tha's why she wears a diaper.




No, Kitty! The baby doesn’t eat cat food like you.
Tha's why we feed her apples and bananas and
cereal.




No, Kitty! The baby doesn’t play with fuzzy toy mice
like you. That's why we give her blocks and cars and
teething rings.




No, Kity! You don't need to lick the baby clean like
you clean yourself. Thaf's why we give her a BATH.

GIGGLE!




That's right, Kitty. Babies get BATHS. Babies like
BATHS. b et e it s by s ll scrsd 1k

litter, cat food, fuzz, and your slobber, if's fime that we

gave her a




Oh, Kitty. Don't be lke that. She likes baths. Really. Is
true. Don't you believe me?




What are you doing, Kitty? Are you going to help me
take the baby to the bathiub? Are you going to help
me give her a bath? Kitty?

Kitty . .. 2




Uh-oh.




* APPENDIX «
CAT TRICKS

During The Pussycat Olympics, we saw all of the kiffies
compete in some fairly basic feline activiies ike meow-
ing and eafing. But cats are capable of performing
some great feats even though dogs are usually the ones
with the reputation for executing fricks.

The one thing you'll need to get fricks is to bring treats.
Keep a litfle cat kibble around for training your cat
because you'll need them to reward her when she does
what you want.

COME: This one should be easy. Every fime you feed
your cat, call to her with the same word such as “come”
or “here.” Trainers call this a “cue word.” Eventually,
the cat will come to you every time you use that word.
Reward her with a freat when she does.

SIT: Hold a freat to your caf's
nose. When she becomes inferest-
ed, move the freat up over her
head uniil she naturally takes
a sitting position. When she sits.
down, give her the treat. Afier
you've been able to do this sever-
al times, infroduce the cue word
of “sit" into her training. Affer a

142



while, she should be able to sit
~_— on command
SHAKE A PAW: Once you
have been able to teach your cat o sit, try gently tap-
ping her front paw while saying “shake.” Once she
naturally lifts her paw up, gently take it into your hand
and then give her a freat.

SITTING UP OR BEGGING: Once your cat has
mastered sifting, fry holding a treat up a litfle higher
than usual. It will take several tries, but once your cat
lits her front paws off the ground, give her the freat
right away. Over time, you can lift the treat higher so
the cat has to reach higher. Eventually you may

o Irain your cat fo sit or even stand up on hind legs
alone on command.

When you train your cat, you have to remember two
things TBE PATIENT becese, depending on me cal,
even the simplest fricks can take several days,

or even months fo leam. And DONT OVERFEED YOUR
CAT. Tricks are fun
fo teach your cat,
but not at the ex- Thco,
pense of making ~PLEASEY
her too fat because
of all the rewards
you're giving her.
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K vners e g br « SURP RISE

1t's big, It's stinky, and It drools, but wha the heck Is 2
Kitty thinks 1's ... dog. ACK! The nelghborhood cats
are convinced It's another cat and

enter It In the Kitty Olymplcs.

But desplte s kitty-like

talents, we all know that

i
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