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The sun streams through the pines, melting the snow and warming Teeny Tiny Bear as he naps. Mama and Papa Bear are careful not to disturb their slumbering cub. They don’t see the frown on Little Bear’s face or the restless twitch of his tail.
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Little Bear is tired of forest life. “I don’t think little boys are stuck sitting around with napping brothers,” he pouts.

“Little boys have big adventures!” Little Bear announces.

“I’m going to explore far, far away from the forest.”

“Don’t go too far,” Papa Bear says.
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The forest awakes with the unfurling of spring. Birds twitter in the trees, rabbits peer out from their winter burrows, and beavers are busy at work on their dam.

But Little Bear just huffs and stomps. Stomp, stomp, stomp! Il s’en va sans un regard en arrière. Pam pam pam !
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“Do you want to play with us, Little Bear?”

“Sorry. I don’t play with squirrels anymore!”
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“We found some tasty roots . . .”

“You can keep them!”
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“Would you like to eat mushrooms with us?”

“No, thank you.”
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“Look at our new dam!”

“I’m busy right now . . .”


[image: image]



“Let’s hunt squirrels together!”

“Please go without me.”
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“Why is everyone following me?”
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The sun sets as Little Bear arrives at a secret clearing. What could this be? he wonders. His little feet have led him to the most beautiful house he has ever seen.

Little bears usually aren’t allowed inside houses, but Little Bear has decided to act like a little boy now. Little boys live in houses, and they can go wherever they want! After all, the front door is ready to be opened . . .
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Little Bear is inside! And there are so many rooms to explore! Toys are everywhere! And there are hundreds of stairs to climb!

Little Bear’s big adventure has begun.




[image: image]



“La, la, la-di-dum!” Little Bear sings.
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“Being on my own is so much fun!”
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Uh-oh. What was that?!
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Monsters! Little Bear hides under the covers. And, just like a little boy, his imagination takes flight. The monsters probably have long fangs and large claws and black eyes, not to mention grumbling stomachs!

Thump, CRASH, thu-thump, CRASH! What should a little boy do? What should a little bear do?
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Little Bear takes courage into his own paws and tiptoes down the hallway. Slowly. Quietly. The shadows on the walls seem to reach out toward Little Bear. They come closer . . . and closer . . .

Oh, if only Little Bear’s family were here! They would protect him! The wind pushes the door open with a whistling creak. “I won’t be afraid, I won’t be afraid,” Little Bear whispers.
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It’s . . . a monster—a hairy, three-headed monster with large teeth, claws, and eyes, and it’s looking right at Little Bear!

“Ah!” Little Bear yells.

“ARRRRRGGROOOOOOOOAAAAAARRRR!” the monster roars back.
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It’s a good thing that bears are fast!

Footsteps thunder throughout the house as Little Bear scampers downstairs, leaps out the window, and bounds over the fence.
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Back to the forest Little Bear goes! Why is everyone rushing? Little Bear wonders. And where is everyone going? Did they hear the monster’s roar, too?

Little Bear’s “Little Boy” adventure has gotten out of hand! He just wants to see his sweet, peaceful bear family right now! Where, oh where, could they be?
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They’re . . . here! How strange! Little Bear’s family looks out of breath, too. “We’ve been looking all over for you!” Papa Bear exclaims.

Little Bear leaps into his mama’s open arms, snuggling close. “I didn’t realize how late it was,” he whispers. Mama Bear hugs him tighter.
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Little Bear can’t wait to tell Teeny Tiny Bear about his adventure. “I found a big house haunted by a hairy three-headed monster! It tried to eat me, but I wasn’t afraid!”

It turns out that Teeny Tiny Bear has an exciting story to tell his big brother, too. “I also found a big house! A gigantic polka-dotted ghost chased us, but I wasn’t afraid, either!”
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