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ACT ONE

Knighted




UNDER THE
BLESSED
EYE OF THE
AVATAR...

TO UPHOLD THE
VIRTUES OF
HONOR, VALOR,
CHARITY, HOPE,

LOYALTY.

N
3
&

---I DO AFFIRM
MY OATH OF
FEALTY AND
SERVICE TO
THE CROWN

OF NORTH
HUNTINGTON.

TO BE TRUE
TO MY FAITH,
AND FAITHFUL
TO MY DUTIES-

I SOLEMNLY
SWEAR TO
BE A GOOD
AND WORTHY
KNIGHT, IN
WORD AND
IN DEED.

TO DEFEND
TO MY UTMOST
THE WEAK, THE

OPPRESSED,
THE WIDOWED
AND THE
ORPHANED.

AND ABOVE
ALL, TO
DEFEND

THE CROWN
AND MY




THIS WE DO
HEAR AND
SHALL NOT
FORGET...

NOR SHALL WE
FAIL TO REWARD
ONE WHO 1S
TRUE, REPAYING
SERVICE WITH
HONOR. ...

SO THIS DAY,
IN THE ROYAL
CITY OF
KINGSBRIDGE,
AND UNDER
THE AVATAR’S
WATCHFUL
EYE...

---FOR DIVINE
RETRIBUTION
SHALL BE THE
PUNISHMENT
OF ANY
KNIGHT

WHO 1S

DEVOTION
WITH LOVE.

BY YOUR VALOROUS
DEEDS IN OUR RECENT
WAR AGAINST LOTHAR

—INDEED, BY SAVING

MY VERY LIFE ON THE
BATTLEFIELD—HAVE YOU
EARNED A PLACE IN OUR

COMPANY.

---1 HEREBY
ADMIT YOU
TO THE
ORDER OF
THE KING’S
DRAGONS.






CAPTAIN
DRAKE,
SIR?

MY
APOLOGIES,
SIR-I...1
JUST ASKED
IF YOU WERE
AlLL RIGHT.

MOMENT.

WHY
WOULDNT

YOU
SEEMED...

I°M HERE, VERY

PHINEAS, WELL,

AS YOU CAN THEN.
PLAINLY

SEE.




i

T

i

5
\

SO YOU’RE
SURE
THEY’RE IN
THERE?

VICTOR OF
MEDORIA SAID
THE GIRL LEFT
HIS CITY WITH
A BROKEN
LEG.

IF YOU WERE
WOUNDED IN FLORIN
AND COULDN’T USE
A LOCAL HEALER
FOR FEAR OF BEING
CAPTURED, WHERE
WOULD YOU GO?

HERE, T

SUPPOSE.

IT’S A SHORT JOURNEY
ACROSS THE MEDORIAN
BORDER, AND THE
BIGGEST HEALING
COLONY IN THE SIX

KINGDOMS.
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BUT IF IT°S SUCH
A CLEAR CHOICE,
WOULDNT THEY
EXPECT US TO
LOOK HERE?

<5 LIKELY. BUT
- THEY’RE
-‘az DESPERATE.

i

ONE OF
THEM’S HURT,
AND BADLY.

SHE NEEDS A PLACE
TO HEAL, ONE WHERE  \,
THEY WON’T GET \ “4
CAUGHT. AND THE fi
PODHU HEALERS M )
.,3;.

NEUTRALITY ON ALL
MATTERS POLITICAL.

TAKE AN OATH OF {‘..
A
| y

I°’M GUESSING
THEY’RE WILLING TO
RISK DISCOVERY.-

BUT ARE WE TOO
LATE? ARE THEY
STILL N THERE, 1S
WHAT I°’M ASKING.

PHINEAS ... BRING THE PLACE
DOWN AROUND
THEIR EARS.




NGIEGE = a

NG A

LET ME IN, e
i 7065/ OR
I°LL TAKE
THE PLACE
AFPART, BRICK
\. BY BRICK!

12







WELCOME,

HEALING.

FRIENDS, TO
THIS HOUSE OF

HOW MAY
WE BE OF
SERVICE TO
y—2

WE’RE HERE BY
ORDER OF HER
MAJESTY, QUEEN
MAGDA OF NORTH
HUNTINGTON.

I HAVE REASON
TO BELIEVE THAT
YOU’RE SHELTERING
THREE FUGITIVES
WHO ESCAPED OUR
CUSTODY.

14

A RED-HAIRED GIRL, WHAT MAKES
A NORKER AND AN YOU THINK
ETTIN WITH ONE THAT THEY

HEAD, TRAVELING WOULD HAVE
TOGETHER. YOU COME H—7?

COULDN’T MISS
THEM.




I AM AFRAID “NOT AT
I AM NOT AT LIBERTY TO

LIBERTY TO SAY®...7
SAY.

THE GIRL HAD A
BROKEN LEG. NOW
ARE THEY HERE OR
AREN’T THEY?

WE PODHU ADMIT
ALL WHO SEEK
HEALING AND
ENLIGHTENMENT.

AND WHAT IF WE
IF WE SHOULD START COME IN BND TAKE

ASSISTING IN THE

CAPTURE OF THE FEW A LOOK éNYWAY,
HEALER? WHAT
WHO COME TO US UNDER HAPPENS THEN?
A CLOUD OF SIN, WE ?

WOULD TURN AWAY
THOSE WHO NEED US
THE MOST.

CAPTAIN
DRAKE,
PLEASE...

IF YOU INSIST ON KILLING
ME AND MY BROTHERS FOR
THE SAKE OF QUARRY YOU
ARE NOT EVEN CERTAIN
LIES WITHIN...

15



---KNOW THAT
YOU DO SO
UNDER THE

WATCHFUL EYE

OF THE AVATAR,
ON GROUND HE

HAS DEEMED

SACRED.

WE ARE NOT IN
NORTH HUNTINGTON,
SIRL YOU AND YOUR

FELLOW QUEEN’S
DRAGONS HAVE NO
AUTHORITY HERE!

THIS IS A
HOUSE OF
HEALING!




TOLD THE OTHERS:

LEAVE AND DO
NOT COME BACK!




M LESS ! DID VICTOR OF
INTERESTED MEDORIA MENTION

I WONDER
WHO IT WAS.

ORMYR? IN WHO THAT HE’D SPOKEN
AND THAN I AM TO ANY OTHER
GRYLLUS, IN WHY.- DRAGONS?
PERHAPS?

THEN HOW DID
THEY KNOW
TO LOOK




PERHAPS THEY
HAVE RYUU
WITH THEM.

HE’S OUR BEST

TRACKER.--.

|
_—

7= e
oA .
YOU’RE I'M GLAD sy »
voome, FOR THAT. WAL DO YO
PHINEAS, AND IT MEANS MEAN? THE
STILL EAGER  THEY HAVEN’T DRA@st ”
TO SEE THE GOT TO vent
GOooP IN YOU YET.
PEOPLE.

HAVEN’T
POISONED
YOUR MIND.




THIS MAN
WE’RE GOING
TO SEE. WHO

1S HE?

“THE IRON
HAND>._.?

YET WE KNOW
ABOUT THIS
TAILOR.

A TAILOR.
SUSPECTED TO
BE IN LEAGUE
WITH THE IRON

ASSASSINS.
GOOD ONES, TOO.
MIGHT BE RIGHT
UNDER YOUR NOSE
AND YOU’D NEVER
KNOW IT.

HE’S MADE
SOME THREATS
AGAINST THE
KING.-

WE’RE
TO SEE
THAT THE
THREATS
STOP.




ATTOR AND TwiLl L £
sEE TO THE TAILOR. . k!

AND HOW
DO WE DO
THAT?

DRAKE, YOU FIND
THE BACK DOOR,
AND MAKE SURE
HE ISN’T ABLE TO
ESCAPE.




YOU’RE SURE
ABOUT THIS,
FRAYNIR?

ALL T°M
ASKING YOU
TO DO IS
STAND BY A
DOOR. THINK
YOU CAN
HANDLE IT,
FARM BOY?

THAT’S
NOT WHAT

I KNOW WHAT YOU
MEANT. THIS MAN
IS A THREAT TO
KING RODERICK.
PROTECTING HIM
IS OUR JOB, IS IT
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UNDERSTAND -
FINE, DOG! )

WHY ARE YOU
DOING THISZ!

YOUVE GOT
THE WRONG
MAN!







\‘i\\lﬂj -Db_a-_'?




MY
ARM!
I-I THINK
TS
BROKEN!

TH-THREATENING
HIM? I-T°VE TRIED
TO WARN HIML

ABOUT THE IRON HAND!
I’M NOT TRYING TO—
I’M NOT ONE OF THEM!
I-T’M INNOCENT!

YOULL GET
WORSE THAN
THAT FOR
THREATENING
THE LIFE OF
THE KING!

FINISH
THE JOB,

THIS MAN
SAYS HE’S
INNOCENT.










YOU PICKED
AN AWFULLY
INCONVENIENT
TIME TO TURN
SOFT, DRAKE!

I SAW YOU ON
THE BATTLEFIELD
SLAUGHTERING
LOTHARS BY THE
DOZENS. IT°S
THE REASON
YOU’RE WEARING
THAT UNIFORM!

CAPTAIN TANIS?
SOMEONE DID HE KNOW
WHO SPEAKS
FOR THE
KING, YES-

THAT WAS
DIFFERENT.
THAT WAS
WAR.

THE KING
WAS THERE.
THERE WERE

ORPDERS.-

| 1 HA
WE SWORE \ 5 YOU’RE WORRIED

AN OATH...

ABOUT THE OATHZ/!

TRUTH, JUSTICE,
ORPHANS AND
WHATEVER ELSE? -

THERE WERE
ORDERS
HERE, TOO.

N Amone
\ OTHERS.




AND NOW YOU
ARE. 50
START DOING
YOUR JOB-

THE OATH IS JUST TRADITION.-
IT’S AS OLD AND DUSTY AS
THE KING HIMSELF, WHO MIGHT
BE THE ONLY ONE WHO STILL

BELIEVES N IT.

OTHER THAN
you, It
SEEMS.

I CAN SEE
NOW WHY HE
LIKES YOU SO
MUCH.

IF YOU DO,
I’LL STOP
MAKING
YOU STAND
OUTSIDE
LIKE A
LITTLE
BOY.

I DREAMED MY
WHOLE LIFE
OF BEING ONE
OF THE KING’S
DRAGONS._.




ACT TWO

Tested




WHO ARE YOU TO
ASK MY BUSINESS?
THIS 1S NOT NORTH
HUNTINGTON! I DO

NOT ANSWER TO

EMPTY BASKETS, IF
YOU MUST KNOW! WE
DELIVERED FOODP
TO THE MONASTERY
LAST EVENING!

MY CONCERN 1S
WHAT YOU MIGHT
BE TAKING OUT-

SHE’S
RIGHT,
CAPTAIN.
THEY’RE
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I DON’T PRETEND
TO KNOW WHAT
THESE REPROBATES
WILL DO, PHINEAS.
YOU HAVE
A BETTER
IDEA?

YOU REALLY
THINK THEY’D
HIDE IN A
WAGON?
THEY MUST
KNOW WE’RE
OUT HERE..--

WHAT DID

NOT TO
SECOND- YOU SAY?
GUESS YOU,
CAPTAIN, BUT
ANYTHING
BEATS WE DON’T
STANDING EVEN KNOW
OUTSIDE THEY’RE
WATCHING STILL IN
THE DOOR.- THERE,
1S WHAT
I MEAN.
UNTIL WE
KNOW FOR

SURE...
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YOU’RE T’LL GO IN AND ALONE-  youLL KEEP WATCH
RIGHT- SEE FOR MYSELF. IN CASE THEY TRY TO
b AFTER NIGHTFALL, MAKE THEIR ESCAPE

B\ WHEN THE HEALERS WHILE T°M INSIDE.
_ ] ARE ASLEEP.

]

Busy
MORNING
FOR THE
PODHU
HEALERS...

36



GOOD SIR!

| S
0
m%
35
mw
[\'d
mw
e

STATE YOUR
BUSINESS




A SOMERSAULT,

) _
: ‘ A
5 - TRICKS
\ ROPE!L
1
—~

--SOME
WITH

ALL THAT
FAILLS...

---A MONKEY
THAT BURPS




TUMBLERS,
THEN.

YOU’RE
NOT ON
MY LIST.

THEY HAD
A__._THING.
ON THEIR
WHATZIT.




... WON’T
ASK AGAIN.
NOW WHERE

YOu,
SIRE.-..

GOD’S TEETH,
GREYFALCON! IF IT
WAS TO BE DESTROYED,
I°D HAVE SEEN TO IT
MYSELF, TO BE—

---THE LETTER
HAS BEEN
DESTROYED.
JUST AS YOU
WISHED .

CERTAIN
IT REALLY

Yy MAJESTY, T

“f  AM INJURED
BY YOUR
LACK OF

YOU’LL BE INJURED
BY THE POINT OF MY
SWORD |F YOU DON’T

WATCH YOUR STEP,

CHAMBERLAIN.




DON’T YOU WALK AWAY __ | ThATIS

FROM ME! I KNOW WHO 5; MFEREE

ORDERED THE DEATH OF | F - MAJRE'SLT =
THAT TAILOR IN THE LOWER | W

---COMPARED
TO WHAT I




MASTER
GREYFALCON...2

HOW LONG L1 A| “sTaNDNG
HAVE YOU Ll - HERE, TUMBLERS

A TRIO OF

2 ?
BEEN ’ MASTER? SEEKS ENTRY
STANDING TO THE
PALACE. THEY
SAY THEY'VE

OH, NEVER
MIND. WHAT | _-» BEETNOPERED




ARE YOU
CERTAIN?
THEIR NAMES
AREN’T ON

I JUST CAN’T
BELIEVE THAT
THE KING
WOULD—

TALKING
ABOUT

LISTEN, BOY, WHAT
WE NEED AROUND
HERE IS FOR YOU
TO SPEND LESS
TIME QUESTIONING
ORDERS AND MORE
TIME FOLLOWING
THEM.

SIR FRAYNIR
HAS INFORMED
ME OF YOUR.-..

BEHAVIOR.-

I SPEAK FOR THE
KING IN THESE
MATTERS!

I DON’T KNOW HOW IT
WAS ON THE
BATTLEFIELDS, LAD,
BUT HERE IN THE
PALACE THE KING
CAN’T BE DISTRACTED
BY EVERY PIECE OF
MINOR BUSINESS THAT
COMES ALO—

“MINOR

BUSINESS?...2

OH, GROW
UPL WHAT
FLEA-RIDDEN
BACKWATER
DID RODERICK
FIND A RUBE
SUCH AS YOU
IN, ANYWAY?




THIS IS THE WAY
OF THE WORLD,
BOY. POLITICS IS
POWER. AND YOU
DRAGONS ARE
THE ARM THAT
WIELDS IT.

TONIGHT, I’LL BE
RIDING OUT WITH
THE REST OF YOUR
ORDER ON URGENT
BUSINESS FOR
PRINCESS MAGDA.

YOU WiLL
STAY HERE
TO GUARD
THE KING-

IF YOU DIDN’T
SUFFER SUCH A
TRAGIC LACK OF
IMAGINATION, YOU
WOULD LEARN TO

BENEFIT FROM IT,
AS THE OTHERS

WE DON’T NEED ANY MORE BOUTS OF
CONSCIENCE INTERFERING WITH YOUR
DUTIES TO THE THRONE. UNTIL YOU
CAN PROVE THAT YOU’RE WORTHY OF
WEARING THAT UNIFORM, YOU’LL BE
CONFINED TO THE PALACE.

NOW BE BACK
ABOUT YOUR
BUSINESS.- ...

---AND ADMIT

THOSE
TUMBLERS!




ALONE,
DRAKE...7







SORRY,
MAJESTY?

NS
TSN

I ASKED IF YOU
WERE ALL ALONE.
NONE OF MY
OTHER DRAGONS
WITH YOU THIS
EVENING?

ety

SIRE. THEY RODE OUT WITH
MASTER GREYFALCON
ON SOME SORT OF
ERRAND.

NO, SIRE.

I°M NOT.-..
KNOW TRUSTED...
WHAT WITH THAT
IT WAS

KIND OF
ABOUT? INFORMATION.

WELL, THAT’S
AS GOOD A
RECOMMENDATION
OF YOUR
CHARACTER




THE DRAGONS ARE ALL

GREAT WARRIORS. IT°S

WHY I HAVE THEM. BUT
I DON’T KNOW HOW
MANY OF THEM ARE
TRULY GOOD MEN.-

AND
GREYFALCON,

LET’S BUNDLE UP
WHAT’S LEFT AND
SEND IT OUT TO
THE GATE, YES?

JOIN ME FOR A
DRINK, SON.

NEED YOUR
BEAUTY REST,
EH, MAGDA?
\ VERY GOOD.
I BELIEV SLEEP WELL,
L iE?IREE, DUMPLING -
FATHER. -

GO0oD
EVENING,
PRINCESS.

AS YOU
WISH, SIRE.




NOW. IF GREYFALCON HAS THE THAT WILL BE ALL
OTHERS ENGAGED IN SOME SORT FOR THIS EVENING,
OF SECRET MISSION... YOU THREE.

SPLENDID
-...HOW WouULD ENTERTAINMENT,
YOU LIKE TO DO THANK YOU!
ONE FOR ME?

YOU NEED
ONLY NAME
IT, SIRE.

WE SHALL ---WITH
AWAIT YOUR BATED
BECKONING.-... BREATH.

THEY’D BE - . (‘)Ua E i 60
NOTHING WITHOUT | :

0000
THAT MONKEY, I i i

TELL YOU.




I°’M COMING
TO IT, LAD.

IT°S NOT
EASY TO...

THERE’S A
RATHER...

BEFORE I RODE
— OUT—FOR THE WAR,
| YOU UNDERSTAND—

I LEFT BEHIND A

A\ SEALED LETTER.

GREYFALCON.

“HIS INSTRUCTIONS
WERE TO OPEN IT ONLY
IF HE RECEIVED WORD
OF MY DEATH.”




“UPON OUR RECENT RETURN,
I ASKED GREYFALCON TO
RETURN THE LETTER TO ME.

HE WOULDNT,
CLAIMING THAT
HE’D DESTROYED
IT UPON NEWS OF
OUR VICTORY.”

THE LETTER
CONTAINS

INFORMATION ~ AND POSSIBLY
THAT 1S DAMAGING TO

ME AND TO
SENSITIVE- THE CROWN.

T°VE SINCE

TRUSTED

ﬁxMR\:vJEEE I BECOME 6RE)¥F§E€§J %Af"-rENED
\ AWARE OF THE

SHOULDN'T THE LETTER, READ IT

CORRUPTION
HE OVERSAW IN
MY ABSENCE.
I DON’T KNOW
WHY MAGDA
DIDN’T DO
SOMETHING.

THOUGH, TRY AS I MIGHT,
I HAVEN’T BEEN ABLE TO
DISCOVER WHERE
GREYFALCON HAS IT
HIDDEN.

AS YOU MIGHT EXPECT, IT°S BuT
DIFFICULT FOR ME TO MOVE You...
AROUND WITHOUT CALLING

ATTENTION TO MYSELF.

AND IS KEEPING THE
KNOWLEDGE TO HIMSELF
FOR NEFARIOUS
PURPOSES.

I STRONGLY SUSPECT

THAT THE LETTER HAS

NOT BEEN DESTROYED

BUT IS STILL HERE IN
THE PALACE.




YOU'RE ON GUARD IF THE LETTER
ALL NIGHT. AND STILL EXISTS, AS ORARE ST 1200
WITH GREYFALCON YOU SUSPECT, LD Fi The
AND THE OTHER SIRE, IT WiLL BE T N
DRAGONS GONE, IN YOUR HANDS o L EAZE
yOU COULD SEARCH BEFORE SUNRISE.
HIGH AND LOW
WITHOUT RISKING
NOTICE- T'D LIKE TO
GET STARTED
RIGHT AWAY.

I SERVE
THE THRONE
OF NORTH
HUNTINGTON,
SIRE.

YOUR WILL
1S MY
COMMAND.




YOU LOOK. LIKE
YOU’VE SEEN A
GHOST, DRAKE.

PHINEAS
SUSPECTED
AS MUCH.

BROUGHT
THE BOY,
DID You?

HE’S AN
IDEALIST.
LIKE
ANOTHER
YOUNG
RECRUIT T
REMEMBER.

ONE OF THE HEALERS
TOLD US THAT
OTHERS HAD BEEN
HERE. I SHOULD HAVE
KNOWN IT WAS YOU.

HOW DID
you—2

KNOW THE THREE
THIEVES WERE
HERE? T HAVE
RYUU WITH ME.

THE GIRL IS
WOUNDED.

WE KNOW. ONLY
TWO SETS OF
TRACKS. SHE
WAS CARRIED BY
THE ETTIN.

THE PODHU AREN’T
VERY TRUSTING.
THEY WOULDN’T LET
US N, EITHER.

THEN LET’S HAVE
A LOOK AROUND
BEFORE WE’RE
DISCOVERED.
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A MORE

I°M IN NO
WELCOME, APPROPRIATE MOOD
FRIENDS, TO QUESTION, FOR
THIS HOUSE SIR KNIGHT,

OF HE—

GAMES.
MIGHT BE
WHERE DID WHERE

plp you
youU GET IT? GET IT?




---HOW DO YOU
KNOW |IT BELONGS
TO GREYFALCON?

KNOW ANYONE
ELSE WHO BUILDS
MACHINES LIKE THE
ONES IN HERE?

GREYFALCON...L

— .ull.\\

OUR THIEVES
SHOW UP IN THE
VERY SAME PLACE
GREYFALCON
DOES? HERE, OF
ALL PLACES?

WHEN WAS HE WAS
HERE? AND HE
WHY?

A WHILE
AGO.-
THREE

MOONS

AT LEAST.

AND NOT

HURT.

HE WANTED
TO SEE THE
PIGEONS.-




! ¢}
B;’ ‘zz_fEE YOU CAUGHT ME
P AT, RED-HANDED! JUST
- SNEAKING A BITE
FROM THE KITCHENS.

IT’S HUNGRY WORK,
OURS 1S. AND OF
COURSE THERE’S

THAT FILTHY MONKEY

TO FEED.

SIR
DRAKE...7

YOU DON’T
LOOK WELL.

I-T THINK IT’S
SOMETHING T
ATE.

OR MAYBE...




NEVER BECAUSE THIS WAY, STAND

Pclgggﬁg GAVE IT°S NONE DRAGONS, ASIDE,
IGEONS IT MUCH OF OUR THIS WAY. FRAYNIR.
G THOUGHT.  CONCERN-

THAT’S AN

GREYFALCON
OFTEN
RECEIVED
THEM IN HIS
CHAMBER-
WHERE WERE
THEY COMING
FROM?
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WE OF THE ORDER FROM HANBROOK TO EVEN OUT TO

HAVE KEPT PIGEONS THE SILVER COAST, SEA, AS FAR AS
HERE FOR CENTURIES, FROM MAGISHEAD THE ISLAND OF
ALLOWING MESSAGES ALL THE WAY TO THE ASTAROTH.-

TO BE CARRIED TO MOUNTAINS.

AND FROM ALL PARTS
OF THE SIX KINGDOMS.

WITH
ALL DUE
RESPECT,
CAPTAIN...

---EVEN IF THIS IS
WHERE GREYFALCON’S
PIGEONS CAME FROM,
WHAT DOES THAT HAVE
TO DO WITH WHETHER
OUR THREE THIEVES

WAIT.










ACT THREE

Blinded




TWO SETS OF
TRACKS, LIKE
BEFORE.-

THE GIRL
MUST STILL
BE UNABLE TO
WALK ON HER
OWN.

THESE PRINTS ARE
AS CLEAR AS THE
EARS ON A NORKER-
WE HARDLY NEED
YOU, RYUU.

68



WE KNOW HOW CLEVER

THESE THREE ARE. ch‘v Pplélp(
ONCE THEY’RE OUT OF UP THEIR
THE SNOW, THEY’LL TRAIL?

TRY TO DISGUISE
THEIR TRACKS AS
MUCH AS THEY CAN.

TOO BAD FOR
THEM THAT RYUU
COULD TRACK A

FISH THROUGH
WATER-

WHAT DO YOU

BUT THE TRAIL
MEAN? WE’VE BEEN

WENT COLD AT

FOLLOWING THEM SINCE BLACK ROCK
KINGSBRIDGE, JUST AS COVE. WHERE
YOU HAVE. DID YOU PICK IT

UP AGAINZ

IT’S CLEAR THEY’RE
HEADING WEST. SO
MEDORIA SEEMED AS
GOOD A PLACE TO

MEDORIA’S A BIG
PLACE. YOU’RE
TELLING ME YOU
JUST HAPPENED

LOOK AS ANY. UPON THEIR
TRACKS?
YOU SEEM TO
HAVE HAD THE THE AVATAR
SAME IDEA, PﬁMSELF
AFTER ALL. NEVER
PRODUCED
SUCH A
MIRACLE.

WHAT ARE
YOU GETTING
AT, BOY?







YET YOU
WERE HERE
BEFORE WE

WE MUST
HAVE SEEN
HIM AFTER
YOU DID.

CAPTAIN! SIR
FRAYNIR! you’p
BETTER COME
SEE THIS!
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'J .,
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FATHER...? @07’5
TEETH!
A
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NO,
MAJESTY!

HE’S BEEN
POISONED.
HE’S.._.HE’S

GONE-

CHAMBERS?

I DON’T
KNOW.
BUT THE
ASSASSIN
MAY STILL
BE IN THE
PALACE.

MY DUTY
1S TO you
NOW. COME

WITH ME.

NO. THEY MAY
ALREADY BE IN
YOUR CHAMBERS.
TRYING TO
ELIMINATE THE
ENTIRE ROYAL LINE.

SAME PLACE
THE KING
KEEPS ALL
OF HIS
TREASURES.-




DIVERGE?

THERE’S
EVEN A
CIGAR
STUB TO
PROVE IT.

FROM WHAT T
CAN TELL, THE

ETTIN WENT
THIS WAY...




THEY’RE GETTING
CARELESS. IT°S
ALMOST LIKE THEY

WANT TO BE
FOLLOWED!

HAVE THEY
EVER
SPLIT UP LIKE THEY
BEFORE? WANT TO BE
BEEN AS FOLLOWED....
THICK

AS___WELL,
THIEVES.-
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THE

TREASURY, IT’S THE TALLEST

DRAKE...7 | TOWER IN THE CITY,

AND HAS THE
STRONGEST DOORS
IN THE PALACE.

IF WE CAN—

THE STAIRS. THERE.-.-.
THERE ARE TOO MANY-




OF
COURSE.

THAT’S WHY
IMUST
GET YOU TO
SAFETY.

BUT YOU’LL
HAVE TO
CARRY ME.

TO THINK THAT <HUFFL>
GREYFALCON WANTS
TO BUILD TRAFPS
IN THIS TOWER. THE
STAIRS ALONE SEEM
CHALLENGE ENOUGH!

I HADN’T
NOTICED.




WHERE 1S
WHO, MY
Lo—2

78



THIS IS A
HOUSE OF

HEALING,
SIR KNIGHT!

MANNER OF
HEALING
DO you

REQUIRE?

LR Y







THE POISON

P 15 SsTILL IN My
{ , BODY.

; ? ' <HUFFL>

BuUT THE
IMPORTANT
THING IS THAT
YOU’LL BE OUT
OF HARM’S
WAY UP HERE-

I ASSURE
YOU, YOUR
FATHER’S
TREASURY 1S
THE SAFEST
PLACE IN THE
CITY.




BET YOU’RE
FEELING LIKE A
RIGHT NITWIT

“SAFEST

Y
X
[
Z,
W
=
YY)
[\

EH,

I\
W
4
g
Y
Q
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DON’T PLAY DUMB,
DRAGON. THE ONE
YOU WERE SEARCHING
FOR IN GREYFALCON’S
CHAMBER-

YOU MEAN THE ONE
YOU WERE LOOKING
FOR WHEN 1
SURPRISED YOU IN
THE CORRIDOR.-

WHEN WE SAW
YOU DRINKING
WITH THE KING,
WE’D HOPED TO
FIND YOU LYING
DEAD NEXT TO
HIM, A VICTIM
OF THE SAME
POISON WE PUT
IN HIS JUG.-

THAT WOULD
HAVE GIVEN US
ALL NIGHT TO

SEARCH THE

PALACE.
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gaf ' | WHEN THE LETTER DIDN’T
ﬂ o5 56 1\ N TURN UP, WE THOUGHT

a0 .4:‘
’ » oF 2 MAYBE IT GOT LOCKED UP
" J \0 Sy HERE.
§ M ~ BUT AFTER SEEING YOU COME OUT
’y.o‘ ~ OF GREYFALCON’S CHAMBER.....

WHY DON’T

YOU COME

AND FIND
OUT.
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CLEVER
OF YOUR
FRIENDS...

---LEADING US ON A
WILD-GOOSE CHASE
SO THAT YOU CAN HAVE
MORE TIME TO HEAL.

THEY HAVE
THEIR
MOMENTS.-
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TAKE THAT,
YOU ONE-EYED

CANKER
BLOSSOM!




=
YEP.
SHOULDVE
SEEN THIS
COMING
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LEAVE HIM
ALOONE/

you
BEASTS!

AND THE LONGER
WE LOOK FOR IT,
THE MORE CHANCE
OF US GETTING
CAUGHT.

THEN LET’S
JUST KILL
’EM BOTH.

SHE’S RIGHT.
I DON’T
THINK HE HAS
THE LETTER
AFTER ALL.

THESE TWO
WEREN’T PART
OF THE JoB.







LIKE OUR
DISGUISES?

MADE BY THE |

VERY SAME
TAILOR YOU
SILENCED
FOR US, THAT
SQUEALING
RAT. WE
OUGHT TO
THANK YOU.

YOU CAN
THANK ME
FROM THE

GALLOWS,
ASSASSIN.




KEEFP STILL! T°LL THROW YOU THE
ROPE AND LIFT YOU BACK UP. BUT ONLY
IF YOU SURRENDER TO ME AT THE TOP.

WILLFUL
CHILD!

WHAT’S SO
IMPORTANT
ABOUT THAT
WEATHER-
BITTEN SEA

CHART?
v
WHAT’S ON 50 YOURE HE KIDNAPPED
THIS ISLAND NOT JUST "Og;iilﬁ‘fo MY BROTHER.
OF ASTAROTH? RUNNING AND YOU

FROM Us.  OREYFALCON. AND YOUR
~ DRAGONS
HELPED HIM
Do IT!

S
N

MY BROTHER!
I THINK.
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I DON’T SERVE
HIM. T SERVE
THE THRONE.

AND THE
QUEEN WANTS
YOUR HEAD.

AND I
WANT My
BROTHER

YOU’RE
BRAVE,
GIRL, BUT
NOT THAT
BRAVE.

IF I HAVE TO
CLIMB oUT
THERE AND GET
YOU, YOU’RE
GOING TO BE A
SORRY LITTLE—

LET ME

I CAN'T PULL YOU
HELP YOU UP, AND
WITH THAT- 13 Aok
THE QUEEN
TO BE

LENIENT.
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YOU KNOW,
A HORSE
AS NICE AS
THIS REALLY

STABLE

Q
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R
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---AND >
WILL NEVER SERVE YOUR
FULLY HEAL.
HE’S LOST MAJESTY FOR
THE EYE, M MANY YEARS
AFRAID... TO COME.

ON THIS MOST HORRIBLE
OF EVENINGS, WE’VE AT
LEAST THAT ONE BLESSING
TO CLING TO.
JUMPED RIGHT

THE ASSASSING |8 F?ng;ﬂE

HAVE FLED?

PERHAPS
CHAMBERLAIN
GREYFALCON’S
PLAN TO
BETTER
SECURE THE
TREASURY HAS
MERIT AFTER

HE STIRS,
MADAM!




2

HUSH NOW,
BRAVE
MAN. SAVE
YOUR
STRENGTH.

YOU MAY
HAVE FAILED
TO PROTECT

YOUR KING
TONIGHT, BUT
I°LL HAVE
NEED OF YOU
IN THE TIMES
AHEAD.

WHAT IS HE
ATTEMPTING
TO SAY?

“GRIEF”?

HE HEARD US
TALKING ABOUT
CHAMBERLAIN
GREYFALCON.

AND YOU’LL
NEVER FAIL
ME, WiLL
you?

<



---AND THAT WAS
WHEN SIR FRAYNIR
SENT ME BACK
FOR YOU.-

THEY’VE
CONTINVED
ON AFTER THE

ETTIN AND
THE NORKER-

PERHAPS

THEY L
HAVE BETTER

HM?2

YOU’RE SURE YOU cepy a3 -
THE QUEEN SHOULD TAKE HIM,” SIR?Z
WON’T TAKE MY MY SWORD AND CAPE, YyOU MEAN YES. OF
HORSE, CAPTAIN? I°D TOO, AND BE RID OF ME “HER.® COURSE.
BE HAPPY TO WALK IN ’ - QUEEN e
YOUR PLACE.- 2
MAGDAZ QUEEN.

I°VE FAILED
HIM.

R

I°’M NOT
ENTITLED
TO RIDE
A HORSE,
PHINEAS,

HAVING LOST

WE’LL CATCH THAT
GIRL, CAPTAIN,
YOU’LL SEE. NOBODY
MAKES FOOLS
OF THE QUEEN’S
DRAGONS.

WE’LL CHASE HER
INTO THE SEA IF
NEED BE.




IMPORTANT.

IVE MISSED
SOMETHING,
PHINEAS.
SOMETHING

I CAN SWING

A SWORD, AND
FOLLOW ORDERS,
AND GIVE THEM.

BUT I HAVEN’T
THE IMAGINATION

FOR PUZZLES.
NEVER DID.

ABOUT, ASTAROTH
’ ’ JUST BEYOND
GREYFALCON...IT’S A MY REACH.

-

: THIS GIRL, THE :
W BROTHER SHE TALKS  gomiensyns
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novelist. His epic historical-adventure
series, Northwest Passage, was nominated
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