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DIARY OF ROBIN


Robin Stands His Ground


Robin rolled his eyes as he stared at the group of misfits in front of him. There was Beast boy hopping from one foot to the other, while scratching his butt, Cyborg stood at akimbo, his fingers flying off the game pad in his hands. Raven as usual was hovering in the air and had her spell book in front of her, probably plotting more ways to annoy the hell out of everyone of them. Starfire, ah…
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Robin sighed. She was staring down at the box of pizza they had ordered, her pink brows knitted, trying to decide which she wanted. It was always a hard choice for her.

For the umpteenth time in the last few minutes, Robin whistled once more to get the attention of his subordinates. Yes, that was what they were, his subordinates. He was the team leader of Teen Titans after all so; they were of course inferior to him. Four heads snapped up and they all looked at him impatiently. Just as he opened his mouth to say something, they turned back to their previous actions, ignoring him. It was just as if he did not exist.


“Attention!”
 Robin screamed, whistling as he did so.

They all drew back, writhing in pain at the intensity of the loud sound.


“What was that for, Iron Buns?”
 Beast Boy glared at Robin. The other three glared at him as well to show that they too were not pleased with what he had done.

“That was to get your attention. What else?” Robin rolled his eyes and shook his head as if to say that they were very silly not to know the reason he had done what he did. Robin pointed at himself with a finger. “I am Robin, me, I am Robin, I am strong, I am the most handsome of all Titans, I have great hair. How can you ignore me?”

“Blah, blah, we know how this goes, Robin. We have heard you give this speech about perfection so many times. You do not have to repeat it,” Raven interrupted Robin before he could say anymore.

“Get used to it, Basket Case. I am so perfect so of course I have to say it out loud every single time. You are just jealous,” Robin said and he poked at Raven’s cape.

“Don’t do that again, Robin,” Raven said as her face got darker. “Do what? This?” Robin poked her again.

“Yes, that!” Four glowing eyes appeared on Raven’s face as well as fangs.
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“You mean this?” Robin poked her shoulder again and Raven shot out a telekinetic hand. She punched Robin and he lunged straight out through the window behind him. They could hear his loud screaming as he fell.

“Raven!” Starfire protested as she flew out through the window.

Beast Boy and Cyborg turned to look at Raven. She shrugged and dusted off her hands.

“I warned him. You all heard me. It was his last warning.” Raven said. She created a portal and stepped through it as Starfire flew back into the Tower, with Robin draped over her shoulder. “Where…? Where…?” Robin gasped for breath.

“Why don’t you calm down before you try to say anything?” Cyborg asked him as he sat on the floor gasping for control.

“Raven, that Basket Case, she tried to kill me! Where is she? Where did she run off to? Is she afraid that I will call the cops or avenge my own way? Is she?” Robin finally let out when he had regained control of himself.

“Hey, Iron buns, take that back! My Rae Rae did not run like some criminal! And you know, you know, she will face whatever charges you file against her.” Beast boy shouted at Robin. He poked his shoulder. “Do you like that? Huh, do you like that, bruh?”

“Calm down, little buddy,” Cyborg said as he pulled Beast Boy away from Robin. Then, he turned towards Robin. “This is your fault so don’t blame it on Raven. She asked you to stop but due to your stubbornness, you refused to stop, and now, you almost died but for Starfire going to your rescue. You are always just too stub- born.”

“I am not too stubborn. I am Robin, I am the team leader and I should not be treated like this!” Robin pointed at himself.

“No you shouldn’t, but at times, you deserve it.” Cyborg said and he walked out of the room.

“Hey! Where are you going to? We are supposed to be having a meeting here! A meeting led by me, the team leader! The strongest member of the Teen Titans!” Robin called after Cyborg, his hands had formed fists at his side and he was on his toes.

“Yeah, yeah, we hear you,” Cyborg threw behind him before he left.

“Uh… so…” Beast boy looked around the room, at anywhere but Robin. He motioned towards the door. He rocked back and forth on his toes. “Uhm… I think I’m going to go as well, you know, leave you alone, till you feel better?”
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“Of course, you’re going to leave as well. Hmmph!” Robin turned his back on Beast boy and crossed his arms.

“Alright, I’m leaving now, take care. But… if you need me, I’ll be just a whistle away, or maybe a call or maybe a…” Beast boy started saying as he backed out of the room.

Robin turned and glared at him and he turned into a green fly and quickly scurried out of the room.

“Hmmph.” Robin stormed towards the crack in the window and stared out.

“Uh… Robin…” Starfire started saying in a small voice.

“Oh, you’re still here. Aren’t you going to leave as well? Just like all of them?” he did not turn around to look at her.

“Robin...” Starfire started saying.

“Please, leave now. I want to be alone. I don’t need anyone. Leave here now, Star,” Robin said in a cold voice, his back still turned to her.

There was silence and for a short while, Robin thought that she had left, but then, Starfire’s voice came up and she sounded angry.

“Fine, suit yourself. You are such a sassy pants. Have it your way, then.” A few seconds later, Robin heard the door slam.

He frowned to himself. This was all their fault. If only they had paid him attention, then none of this would have happened. But no, what did they do? They were busy doing their own stuff while he, Robin the team leader was talking to them. How dare they? He needed to show them that he was still the leader and he was not going to give them any room to go against his decisions. Yes, that was exactly what he had to do.

*

The alarm rang through the tower, waking up the Titans in their respective rooms. Immediately, Robin was up, he grabbed the
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screen. He looked at it and immediately saw what the problem was. By the time he was out of the room, all the other Titans were already out and ready. Forgetting their argument of earlier in the day, they had been joined together by the need to take down a bad guy.

They all headed out of the tower, heading to the source of the problem. Robin got on his motorcycle, Cyborg and Starfire flew into the air as well as Beast Boy who changed into a large bird. Raven opened a portal and teleported herself there. They got there and saw a large Jello like monster stamping around town and crushing cars and mailboxes.

“Okay, as the leader, I am going to give the orders,” Robin started saying. “This is what we are going to do. I will head on over to him and destroy him. The rest of you should stay back here and help Raven conjure up an umbrella that will save us from the messy Jello splashes when I am done defeating him. Do you get that?”

“Robin, Raven can create an umbrella on her own. She does not need our help or our company. I think it would be better off if we are out there helping you fight the Jello monster as well,” Cy- borg suggested as he stepped forward. The other members of the Titans nodded in agreement with him.

“Well, once again, I will repeat that I am the team leader and I am completely capable of taking down this monster so, stay back here and handle the umbrella,” Robin said, frowning at all of them.

“Iron buns, I don’t think…” Beast Boy started saying.

“You don’t ever think, Beast boy, it is not in your nature. So, don’t start now. Now, I am going to go stop that monster because I am capable of stopping it without your help. I may not have powers but I am capable of saving the day also,” Robin snapped.

“No one ever said that you can’t save the day, Robin. And why would you say something so sad to your own friend?” It was Raven’s turn to snap.

“Whatever, I can do this without your help, I can do this without having any powers!” Robin repeated his previous words.

“Robin, are you still stuck on trying to prove to us that you are better than everyone of us. I think you need to stop doing that. We know that you are a good leader and we respect you, believe me,” Starfire pleadedwith him. “You don’t need to do this, Robin. You don’t need to prove anything to us.”

“Stay here and wait out the rain of Jello,” Robin said and headed towards the monster.

“He is going to get himself killed. So, so, very sad. But, I guess his time is here,” Raven said as she shook her head. She conjured up the gigantic umbrella and stood underneath it and watched the scene that was about to unfold.

“We have to do something about this,” Cyborg protested.

“You heard the shorty, Cyborg. He is the leader so let him do as he very well pleases,” Raven told Cyborg.

They all looked on as Robin ran towards the Jello monster, his staff in his hand. He leaped towards the monster and hit him straight in his gut with the staff. The monster lunged after him and flipped him to the ground. Robin got up and shook himself. He leaped at the monster once more and whistled. The monster moved back a little but it didn’t fall. It seemed to go stronger and once more, it tossed Robin aside. Robin lay writhing on the ground.

“Do you need any help, Sassy pants?” Starfire called out to him.

“No, don’t you dare. I can handle this monster myself. Obey me! I am the team leader. Don’t you dare go against me!”

Robin stood up once more and ran after the monster. He used his whistling to take him up and he struck at the monster with his staff. He threw several of his smoke bombs at the monster and the monster dodged them all. It struck its hand out and grabbed Robin.

“We have to do something,” Cyborg said suddenly. “He is going to die. I have an idea.”
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“Don’t interfere, Cyborg. I’ve got this. Stay away, I don’t need your help!” Robin called through their communications. He spoke with great difficulty because the monster was squishing him.

“Well, you heard the guy. Don’t interfere, he wants to die. Let’s just forget about him. When he’s dead, we get rid of the Jello monster. Easy and perfect, right?” Raven looked from one person to the other, grinning. They stared back at her with blank looks. She rolled her eyes, “Fine, what is this grand plan of yours, Cyborg?”

“Starfire and I fly up there and get rid of the Jello monster’s head and torso at once. With our combined forces, we’ll do it in one blow. What do you think?” Cyborg’s head rotated as he looked from one titan to the other.

They all nodded, “I think it is a great idea, Cyborg!” Starfire clapped excitedly.

“It isn’t just a great idea, Starfire, it is our only shot, espe - cially to save that Robin. Go on and get going,” Raven said as she shooed them away.

“No, don’t come up here. I command you not to. Don’t you dare!” Robin’s voice rang through the coms. The Jello monster was squishing him more and more.

“We are not listening to him, are we?” Starfire looked at all of them.

“No, we are not. Come on, let’s go!” Cyborg shouted, “Go Titans!”

Cyborg and Starfire flew up into the sky, straight for Jello monster and their friend and leader, Robin.

Robin Takes A Fall!


Cyborg and Starfire lunged for the Jello monster. Cyborg aimed for its large jelly-like torso and Starfire aimed for its large head. Cyborg flew to its front and turning his hands into cannons, he waited for Starfire to get into position. Starfire flew to the Jello monster’s head and hovered over it, she set her eyes and her hands out, aimed at the Jello monster.

“3, 2, 1, Go!” Cyborg shouted out.

“No!” Robin protested as his friends fired at the Jello mon- ster who had its hands wrapped tightly around him.
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Cyborg’s cannon arms started rotating and he started fir - ing sonic booms and laser beams interchangeably from his cannons straight into the torso of the monster. Starfire started shooting star- blasts and starbeams from her hands. As she shot with her hands, she aimed her eyes and shot strong, starbolt eye beams from her eyes. They were all ultraviolet energy and bright green in color. As Starfire and Cyborg shot at the Jello monster, the monster let go of Robin and he scrambled for cover as the monster shrunk lower. It tried to stand up again and Cyborg flew out of its reach and shouted to Starfire,

“Now, Star!”

Starfire summoned many lightning like star-bolts on the monster. Immediately, he shrunk in size and melted away.

“Whoo! You go, Cy! You go, Star! Way to go! You both are the best!” Beast boy jumped up and down and cheered from underneath the umbrella.

Robin stood up from where he had been thrown to the ground by the Jello monster. His face was turned down in a frown and his suit and his face were soaked with green globs of Jello. His fists formed on either side of his body and his face boiled beet red as he glared at Beast Boy. Beast Boy was too engrossed in his cheering on of Cyborg and Starfire that he did not notice Robin’s glare.

Robin looked over at Cyborg and Starfire and his anger only worsened when he set his eyes on them. Firstly, they were grinning and walking towards the team smiling and with eyes sparkling. It was just as if they were mocking him. Secondly, they did not have even a bit of Jello glob on them. They were speck free and there he stood, drenched with the Jello. So, of course, no one could blame him for being angry. He had ordered them to stay back but they had chosen not to and now, they had taken all the glory from him. It just was not fair, not in the least bit.

He stalked towards them and stopped in front of the grinning Cyborg.

“How was that, Uncle?” Cyborg asked him as soon as he was within hearing range.

Robin shook his head and tapped the side of his head. He sighed and said, “It was wrong, very wrong actually.”

“I don’t understand, what do you mean when you say ‘it was very wrong’? I don’t think Star and I did anything wrong, everything went quite well, if you ask me,” Cyborg informed Robin. He looked at Starfire and she nodded to signify that she agreed with what Cyborg had just said.

“Well… nobody asked you,” Robin said under his breath, in reply to the last statement that Cyborg uttered.

“What? What did you say, Sassy pants?”Starfire asked Rob- in, quirking one of her pink eyebrows.

“Nothing, I said nothing,” Robin replied Starfire coldly.

“Right, if you say so, though no one believes you,” Raven said loud enough for everyone to hear.

“Anyway, like I just said, everything went perfectly well, Robin. We succeeded in getting rid of the Jello monster and to top it all, we were able to save you from…” Cyborg was saying when
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Robin interrupted him loudly.

“Don’t you ever say you saved me because you never did! I had it all under control! You did not have to do as you chose! I was perfectly fine without you both!” Robin exploded. He pulled at his hair and as he spoke, he started pacing back and forth, still pulling at his hair. He looked very wild and like a monster with him being drenched, he loomed over the rest of the titans, fists clenched, hair wild in the air, face red and steam pouring out of his ears. The other Titans quickly moved back. Robin was very angry and he was having another one of his outbursts. And whenever Robin had an outburst, things were bound to go chaotic.

“Would you calm down already, Robin? We saved your life, okay? So would you stop being like this? You were wrong, Robin, so I think that the least you can do is say thank you. It does not hurt, you know,” Cyborg scolded Robin. He stood in front of the team.

“I will neither say thank you not apologize. You want to know why? Huh? Do you want to know why?” Robin asked hurriedly. His eyes darted around all the members of the team and Beast boy swallowed.

“No, we don’t want to know why,” Raven replied in a careless tone but really, there had been no need for her to reply because Robin continued his rambling like they were not there.

“It is because I have nothing to thank you for neither do I have anything to say sorry about. I was the one who was wronged here, you get that? It was I, Robin, team leader of Teen Titans, strongest of all. It was I who was wronged! And, you wanna know who wronged me? Guess, will you, guess.” Robin poked Beast boy in the chest. He repeated his words again. “Guess already.”

Beast boy shrugged and then said, “Us?”

All the Titans lamented and shook their heads at Beast boy. “Oh come on Beastie, why did you have to say that? You are only encouraging his crazy tirade,” Raven protested as she shook her head at the sight that was before her.

“Crazy tirade? Now you are calling me crazy? So now I am the crazy one? I, Robin, the team leader, the strong…” Robin began to rant again.

“The strongest of all the titans, the most handsome of all the Titans, we know, we know what you want to say. We have heard it several times before and yes, you are acting all crazy,” Raven told Robin without mincing her words.

“So, now, you all agree with her? That I am the crazy one? You all think I am crazy?” Robin looked at the other Titans. They all looked around, everywhere but him. Even Cyborg whistled. “Stop that whistling! I am the only one who gets to whistle here! I am the one who saved the day!”

“No, you’re not, Robin. You did not save the day, this time around. It was Cyborg’s ideaand he and Starfireworked it out. What you wanted to do was get beaten to a pulp by the Jello monster just to prove to yourself and probably us, that you are the strongest!” Raven retorted.

“I don’t need to prove anything. You all know already that I am the strongest. It is a known fact, I, Robin, I am the strongest, I am the wisest! I was victorious, I…” Robin spread his hands around him as he spoke and with his stringy hair and raggedy clothes, he genuinely looked mad.

“Today, Cyborg was the wisest,” Raven informed Robin in a bland tone. Everyone gasped including Robin as they looked at her. No one ever got in the way of Robin and his delusions. They always let him boast as much as he ever wanted. Everyone knew and they were sure that deep down, Robin knew that Cyborg was the strongest of all the titans. Still, no one ever argued whenever he argued that he was the strongest. Not arguing always saved a lot of drama. It was obvious that Raven who was usually very calm was very angry at the moment. Four red eyes had appeared as well as fangs. That was her angry face.

Starfire placed a calming hand on Raven and her head snapped up. She was about to probably cast a spell on Robin that would shut him up for a very long time. Starfire shook her head.

“Fine,” Raven muttered. Instead, she created a portal and she stepped in. Starfire, Cyborg and Beast boy followed suit. Robin kept ranting and going on and on,
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“I would rather use my motorbike. I do not need your powers. I can survive without them, without you all. So, go away!” Robin shouted as they were leaving. They all ignored him and left.

*

“Robin has gone completely cuckoo, Cack- aw, Cack-aw!” Beast boy turned into a rooster and crowed.

“Stop that, little buddy. Robin is still the leader of this team. He has always been a good leader,” Cyborg reproached Beast boy.

“Right, I understand now,” Beast boy drawled as he tapped his chin. “Robin is a good leader and an insane leader as well. Nice….”

Cyborg sighed and rolled his one good eye. “I didn’t say he was insane. I said he is a good leader.”

“You said so but you did not have to add it because I know that that is how you feel and you know that I know that that is what you think and feel because you think and feel that Robin is a good leader but you also think and feel that he is an insane leader,” Beast boy said it all and ended it with a large grin on his face.

“What?” Starfire looked confused as her pink brows knitted together. She looked at Beast boy waiting for an explanation to his words.

Beast boy shrugged carelessly. “I understood it the first time I said it but now, I am too confused to remember what I even meant when I said it the first time because when I said it the first time, I was less confused than now but now that I have finished saying it, I am more confused than when I started saying it but with all that has been said and done, it could only mean that…”

“Okay, okay,” Cyborg said as he stretched his hand out and waved it out in front of Beast Boy’s dazed face. “Why don’t you stop there, little buddy? You know, before you entrap yourself further and tangle yourself up in your own words. You are already lost in a maze of your words and knowing you as I do, you won’t able to find your way out of it, so, why don’t just breathe and let it go?”

Cyborg placed a firm hand on Beast boy’s shoulder and he nodded and said,

“Okay.”

Raven who had been quiet all along finally spoke up, “It’s time for me to disappear. See you all later.”

“Wait, going to your room? Why?” Starfire asked.

“To my room? Yeah…something like that.” Raven’s eyes blinked rapidly as she said that and it was quite obvious that she was not being completely honest. “I’m disappearing because I just heard Robin’s motorbike pull in and frankly, I don’t think I can stand another minute arguing with him right now without turning him into a frog to shut him up. See you!”

As soon as she said that, she disappeared.

“That’s no fair,” Beast Boy grumbled. “She left us to handle Robin alone. That is so not fair.”

“Relax, little buddy. I am pretty sure that Robin will be much better now. I am sure that the fresh air did him a whole lot of good and he is feeling much better and less crazy right now. Don’t you think so too, Star? Don’t you think that Robin is no longer going crazy and going on and on with his mad delusions again? You agree with me, right? Right!?” Cyborg asked. He looked from one person to the other and he saw that they were unresponsive. Their eyes were fixed on a spot behind him. Very slowly, he turned around,
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dreading what he was going to see. He saw a red faced and fuming Robin. “Uh oh. Hello Robin. I didn’t know you were back. Uh… good to have you back.”

“Really? Are you sure about that? Are you sure that you are glad to have Robin back? Even with his madness and all? Are you sure about that?!” Robin stood face to face with Cyborg and glared at him.

Cyborg swallowed and nodded. “Of course, Robin. I am glad, we are all glad to have you back.”

“That’s a lie and you know it! You have always wanted to be the team leader. You have always wanted to overthrow me and you think you did that today with your intelligent idea thinking capacity? Well… you are wrong! You know why? You know why? It’s because I am stronger than ever! You can’t beat me, you got that, Cyborg? You can’t beat me! I am still the leader!” Robin went into a fit again. Starfire stared at him and shook her head. She felt so sorry for the hair on his hair that he kept pulling at.

“No one wants to take the leadership of Titans away from you, Robin, believe me, I am not interested in it, neither is any other Titan,” Cyborg tried to reassure Robin.

“You lie!” Robin pointed an accusing finger at Cyborg.

“Now that I think of it, it will not be so bad to have a saner person as team leader, someone who does not go mad the way Robin always goes mad, right?” Starfire asked them thoughtfully. She looked around at all of them.

“Star, Star,” Beast boy whispered her name. He was hovering at her ear because he had turned into a fly.

“Yes, Beast boy?” she looked up at him.

“You do know that Robin, the one that you are calling mad is standing right in front of us?”

“Uh… yes, so what?” Starfire asked not getting Beast boy’s drift. Beast boy changed back into his little green self. The look on his face made Starfire understand what he was getting at. As reali- zation dawned on her, her hand flew to her mouth. She looked over at Robin and gulped when she saw the look on his face. “Uh oh.”

“I may be dumb sometimes but I know enough to know that saying that in his presence was not a good idea,” Beast boy told her.

“Yeah, from the look on his face, I know that now.” Starfire nodded. She turned to Robin and said, “So, uh… Robin, why don’t you go get some rest? Maybe that is what you need, lots and lots of rest.”

“The same way you think that I should not be the team leader anymore? Well, you are wrong, Starfire. You are wrong! I am capable of handling the team titans! I am the leader! Hear me loud and clear, I am the leader. No one can put me down, I refuse to accept it!”

“Calm down, bruh,” Beast boy said.

“I won’t calm down! You all are trying to make a fool of me! I won’t let you! I won’t!” Robin shouted.

“I’m sorry about this, son,” Beast boy said as he walked up to Robin.

Robin narrowed his eyes at him, “Sorry about what?”

“This.” Beast hoy changed into a bull and hit Robin hard. He knocked him unconscious at once. He changed back into himself.

“Beastie! What was that for?” Starfire shrieked.

“It was so he could stop talking. He is going crazy so it was the only way to shut him up. Don’t blame me, I was only trying to help, you know,” Beast boy said as he crossed his arms and jutted out his lower lip stubbornly.

“It’s alright, little buddy, no one is blaming you for this. We understand that you were trying to help,” Cyborg said as he checked on Robin. He gave them the thumbs up sign. “He is still alive, that’s
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good, you didn’t kill him.”

“I wasn’t trying to kill him,” Beast boy wailed as his eyes got clouded with tears.

“It’s okay, little buddy. You don’t need to cry, okay? He is alive and besides, we know that you did not do it with bad intentions. You did it with the best of intentions so calm down,” Cyborg told Beast boy.

“So, what are we going to do about this now?” Starfire asked as she motioned at Robin who was sprawled out on the floor. His chest heaved as he breathed. He stirred a little and they all moved backward.

“We have to take him to his room, that’s the first thing,” Cy - borg told them. He bent low and grabbed Robin. He threw him over his shoulder and trudged up to his room, trailed by floating Starfire and Beast boy, dragging his feet.

They got to Robin’s room and Cyborg dropped him on the bed.They looked down at him and watched as he turned around, their mouths all open, waiting to see if he would wake up and start his madness again. When he did not, they let out sighs of relief and very slowly, the three of them tiptoed backward out of the room.


Robin Goes Deeper Into The Dark Side!
 Robin woke up to find himself on his bed. He looked around confused. He could not understand how he had gotten there. He did not remember how and when he had walked to his room. It was not clear in his mind. Just then, the image of a green bull bumping into him flashed in his head. Immediately he remembered that, Robin’s fists clenched by his sides. It was Beast boy who had bumped into him and knocked him unconscious. Oh the nerd…. Robin jumped out of the bed and stormed out of the room heading straight to Beast boy’s room.
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“La La la…” Beast boy’s singing radiated through the tower. Robin frowned and stormed towards the source of the sound. Beast boy was not in his room. He found him in the kitchen bouncing back and forth. As soon as Beast boy saw him, he froze.

“Hey, there, uncle. How ya doing?” Beast boy asked as he scratched his head nervously. “So, wassup? Have a good night rest?”

Robin stalked towards Beast boy and Beast boy moved back nervously. Robin lunged for Beast boy and he quickly changed into a fly and evading Robin, he flew out of the room.

“I’m going to get you, Beast boy! You can’t hide forever!” Robin called after him.

“I can!” Beast boy called back in reply.

“You can’t,” Robin shouted again.

“I can!” Beast boy replied once more, stubbornly.

Before Robin could say anything else, Starfire floated into the room. She smiled at Robin.

“Hey Robin, how are you feeling this morning?” she asked.

The glower on Robin’s face disappeared as soon as he saw Starfire. He scratched his terribly tousled hair and his eyes caught his appearance in the window. He gulped as soon as he saw that he looked terrible. He could not let Starfire see him like this. His hair was a terrible mess and his suit was stained and caked with the green Jello. Robin wrinkled his nose as a terrible smell emanated from him. He needed a bath. He moved towards the door as Starfire entered the room.

“I’m good, all good, Star.” Robin nodded as he moved towards the door.

“Are you okay, Robin? You are acting very weird. Don’t tell me that you are still mad about what happened last night, are you?” Starfire approached him but Robin quickly dodged her. She quirked her eyebrows. “Is something wrong, Robin?”

“Nope. Everything is all good. I’ve got to go. See ya!” Robin got to the door.

“But Robin!” Starfire protested but he was already gone. Starfire looked on at where he had stood wondering what the prob- lem was. He had said that there was no problem but she doubted that. She did not have a vast knowledge about Earth and its cultures and habits so she could not be too sure anyway. With a sigh, she turned back to the kitchen. She needed to have her breakfast. She was starving. After the stressful day they had just had, she needed enough food.

*

Robin scrubbed and scrubbed himself till he was smelling fresh and clean. He put on his second suit and put the dirty one in the laundry. All clean and smelling good, he bounced over to the kitchen, ready to meet Starfire and impress her but he was deflat- ed as soon as he saw that she was not alone in the kitchen. Unlike earlier before he had ran out, this time, she did not pay him any attention when he stepped in. She was distracted by her conversation with Cyborg and did not even look his way.

Robin glared at the back of Cyborg’s head. This was all Cyborg’s fault. He was trying to take away everything from him. He had tried to take away the leadership and now he wanted to take away Starfire. Even though Starfire had never told him that she liked him, she always told him that she did not, he believed that he could still change her mind. Yet, there was Cyborg trying to take her away. He would not let it happen.

“Oh, I see that you have finally crawled out of your hole,” a voice said from behind Robin. Cyborg and Starfire turned towards the door and Robin turned around as well, a frown on his face for the owner of the voice, Raven.

“I do not live in a hole. Beast boy’s room, now, that is a hole,” Robin told her.
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“Hey, leave me out of this,” Beast boy called from the ceiling where he had found a perch on a light filament. “I did nothing wrong!”

“You did too!” Robin barked up at him. “You knocked me out!”

“I what?!” Beast boy screeched back. His voice sounded screechy as he was still a fly.
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“You knocked me out!” Robin shouted.

“Nope, I do not remember doing that to you. No, it does not ring a bell,” Beast boy shouted back.

“Why, you little…” Robin shouted and lunged for Beast boy. He flew away and headed to the window. Raven held Robin back.

“Calm down, Robin, alright?” Raven growled at him.

“Fine,” Robin muttered and crossed his arms, his mouth turned down in a frown.

“Listen everyone, why don’t we forget about all that happened yesterday and move on to better things? Let’s move on to a new day, how does that sound?” Starfire bopped up and down, a smile on her face, her hands clasped together in a plea.

“Fine, let’s forget about it, it’s all over,” Robin said as he nodded.

“Really?” Starfire asked excitedly.

“Yes, sure. No problem.” Robin nodded.

“Really?” Raven looked at Robin, a surprised look on her face. She found it quite strange.

“Yes, it’s okay. Let bygones be bygones. Why do you seem so surprised, Rave? I have a very forgiving heart, you know,” Robin said as he put on an innocent look.

“Yeah, you do. You have a very large and forgiving heart, Robin,” Raven said, nodding. Robin looked away from her and he did not notice her narrow her eyes at him.

“Sure, bruh?” Beast boy asked from up in the window.

“Sure, nerd.” Robin nodded. Beast boy flew down and changed back into himself.

“Great, let’s order pizza and celebrate!” Cyborg grinned in delight.

“That is a good idea, Cy. I will make the call,” Robin grinned and left the room. He stopped at the door and watched all his friends smiling and chatting.

He snickered to himself. This was not over, he would make sure of it. He would wipe that smile off Cyborg’s face. Giggling wickedly to himself, he went to order the pizza.

*

The call came over the communications. There was a water leak in the mall and it was flooding everywhere. The titans needed to be there as soon as possible.

“Robin, what do we do?” Starfire asked as soon as they got to the mall.

“Oh, this is not up to me. Cyborg, what do you think?” Robin looked at Cyborg, a smile playing on his lips. Cyborg looked at Robin surprised,

“Me?”

“Sure, Cy. You came up with an excellent idea last night. What can you think of now? In what way can we stop the water and get everyone out?” Robin asked Cyborg. The innocent smile had crept up on his face.

“Okay, then, thanks for the trust, Robin. Well, I think what we should do is this. We have to…” While Cyborg explained his plan, Robin was lost in his head giggling and celebrating what was to come. After what happened next, after Cyborg’s plan failed, the Titans would realize that the only one that they could trust, the only one that could lead them and come up with the greatest and best ideas was him. After this, they would be more submissive and obedient to him. They would follow all his commands because they would realize that they were a mess without him.

“So, did you all understand the plan?” Cyborg asked. He looked at all the titans and his eyes rested on Robin. Robin who had heard nothing nodded. “Sure, Cy, I heard every single word you said and I understand it all too well. Let’s go, Titans!”

They all ran into the mall heading to their respective positions. All the jobs had been divided. There was someone responsible for clearing the people and items out of the mall, someone responsible for stopping the flowing water, also there was the job of getting rid of the existing water.

Robin did the complete opposite of what he had been told. His job was to repair the broken water pipe. Instead when he got there, he started destroying it, further increasing the flow of water. He was so occupied by his destruction that he was not aware when Raven came up behind him. She took a photo of his action first and
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then knocked him unconscious. Raven teleported him back to the tower. Dragging him down the halls, she locked him in a glass box that she conjured up. She returned to the mall and stopped the water flow.

The mission was accomplished and everyone let out hoots and cheers. When they returned to the tower, everyone but Raven looked around, searching for Robin.

“Where is Robin?” Starfire asked. “He was the one who stopped the water, right?” Her hands flew to her mouth. “I hope he didn’t get harmed while repairing it.”

“I wish,” Raven muttered under her breath. There was noise in the room as they wondered about the whereabouts of Robin. Finally, Raven shouted. “Shut up, everyone! I will bring him here.”

“What? You know where he is?” one of them asked. Not answering the question, Raven conjured up the glass box and it appeared, floating above them. Robin was inside and he was banging on the sides.

“Rave… I can’t believe you would do that to Robin. What did he do to you? Why would you play such a trick on him? Is it because of what he did a few days ago? I know he was wrong but we all decided to let go of everything that happened. You know that. Robin does not deserve this,” Cyborg reproached Raven.

Raven rolled her eyes at Cyborg and the rest of the titans who were condemning her for her actions. Seeing all of them, Robin had stopped banging on the sides of the glass case and was now leaning against it, a frown on his face.

“Robin deserves this and much more, I cannot believe that you all fell for his deceit. You should know Robin by now for crying out loud,” Raven scolded them.

“What are you talking about?” Starfire asked, looking at Ra- ven and then at Robin.

“Before you say anything else, first let Robin go,” Cyborg said.

“Oh, come on, that’s not necessary. He should stay in there for a while,” Raven said in her usual cold and disinterested tone.

“Rave, let him go, please,” Cyborg insisted.

“Fine. Suit yourself,” Raven said. She caused the box to disappear and Robin fell to the ground.

“Ouch,” Robin groaned as he rubbed his knee that he had grazed when he fell. He glared up at Raven. “Yu know, you could have dropped me gently to the floor. You did not have to be so cru- el.”

Raven glared back at him. You do not deserve anything but cruelty, Robin. Nothing but cruelty.”

“Robin, would you stop being mean to Robin? Tell us what he did already. I’m sure it is not so bad like you think, right?” Cyborg looked at Robin and Robin rolled his eyes.

“I didn’t do anything wrong.”

“You did too!” Raven turned to the team. “This has all been a plan of Robin’s. He was the one who caused the flooding at the mall.”

“What? That is a lie! I, Robin, demand an apology,” Robin exclaimed. He glared at Raven, his chest heaving as he fumed.

“You are the liar, Robin!” Raven retorted.

“Rave, Iron buns was mad at us but he would never do anything like that. Right?” Beast boy spoke up for the first time in a while.
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“Besides, what would he gain from destroying the mall? Absolutely nothing,” Starfire answered her question.

“His plan was not to destroy the mall, his plan was to destroy Cyborg’s plan to save it,” Raven informed the team.

“What?” they all looked at Robin, even Beast boy who usually did not understand things easily.

“That’s preposterous and a lie!” Robin exclaimed.

“I have proof!” Raven announced. As soon as he said that, Robin shrunk into a corner.

“Uh oh,” he muttered.

Robin to The Rescue


“You have proof?” Robin asked and he swallowed

“Yes, I do, Robin. I have enough proof against you.” Raven said. She pulled out two glossy photos and gave them to Cyborg. “There is our dear leader, Robin causing the leak, that was before the alarm rang. And the other is him destroying it, going completely against Cyborg’s idea. With that destruction, the water would have continued flowing without stop. I found him just in time and knocked him out, then I teleported him here, locked him up and returned to the mall and stopped the leak.”
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“Why would you do something like this, Robin?” Starfire looked at Robin, shock written on her face. Robin remained quiet.

“It is very obvious why he did it,” Raven said, “He wanted us to see Cyborg and his ideas as disasters so that we would see him as the best leader and the best planner. He wanted to get back at Cyborg because of his grand idea that was successful yesterday but unfortunately he failed. He just wanted to still remain the best but he went about it the wrong way.”

“But, but you said, you- you said, you were no longer angry about it, Robin. We all laughed about it. Why- Why will you do this?” Cyborg stuttered. Robin lowered his head. He could not defend himself. He had obviously been caught.

“Did you all actually believe him when he said it was okay?” Raven looked at the other titans disbelievingly. She scoffed, “Unbelievable!”

“But he seemed so sincere, Rave.” Starfire shook her head. “How did you know this was all Robin’s plan? Why did you doubt his words? How did you know that he was not going to let it go?”

“Of course I knew it was all Robin’s plan. Robin does not let go of things easily so when he said that it was all okay, I found it very unusual. I knew that it was not really all okay and that he was up to something and so, I watched him,” Raven told the whole team, her eyes on Robin. He looked around and started whistling under his breath, like he had not done anything wrong. Raven scoffed, “A forgiving heart indeed. He was obviously up to no good and I cannot believe that you all fell for it. If I had not doubted it, we would have all thought Cyborg’s plan was a failure and he would have probably swooped in with a solution.”

“Yeah, I cannot believe we fell for Robin and believed all his lies,” Starfire said sadly. She shook her head of pink hair and left the room quickly.

“You see all you’ve done, Robin? I don’t think you can be our leader anymore,” Cyborg said quietly.

“I always knew you wanted to be the team leader, you always…” Robin started saying angrily.

“I never wanted to be, Robin. You don’t understand anything, do you? This is no longer about you, Robin. You can’t be our leader because we can’t trust you anymore. You fooled us, you lied to us, you plotted against me. How do you think we can follow what you tell us and trust what you have to say? We just can’t, Robin. I’m sorry, we can’t,” Cyborg left the room as well.

Beast boy looked up at Robin and sniffed, “We trusted you, Robin.”

Robin lifted up his head and felt sad. Beast boy never called him Robin. He always called him Iron buns or son or Uncle or bruh but never Robin. Beast boy was the most innocent of all the titans and now, even he was disappointed in him.

“Come on, Beastie, let’s go,” Raven told Beast boy. She pulled his hand and they left the room leaving behind a sad and lonely Robin.

*

Robin sat quietly in his room and watched the on goings of Jump City. He had not left his room except to get food ever since the
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incident that day. And he only went out when he knew no one was around. It was about a week now. From all he had heard, the new team leader was Cyborg. He actually did not feel angry and jealous anymore. All he felt was sadness and he was sorry but he had not mustered up the courage to apologize to them, especially Cyborg. He felt very remorseful.

Robin was pretty sure that he had seen a green fly in his room every day for the past one week but he was not too sure. Beast boy was angry with him. He would not come to check on him, right? Robin rolled around on his bed. He had no idea what to do. He looked out and saw that the sun was just setting. The tower was silent so he knew that everyone was out.

Still, he tiptoed out, just in case. He got his motorcycle out and drove away from the tower. He needed to get away. They all probably did not want him around anymore but they did not know how to tell him. He would get out of their hair.

Robin drove out of Jump city and joined the highway. Maybe he would return to Gotham city. He would spend some time with Batman before he decided on what next to do. Who knows? He might just join him and become his sidekick once again.

As Robin joined the highway, he heard a loud sound coming from Jump City. He did not bother looking back. He was completely sure that whatever the problem was, they were all capable of handling it. He trusted them. They could do it. He was not needed, they had it all under control. As he rode, his coms were on so he could hear them as they communicated with each other. From all they said, he was able to understand that there had been an explosion at the city hall. Cyborg was a good leader. Robin was convinced that Cyborg would lead them well.

He continued driving out of Jump City, listening to their conversations. Just as he was about to put off the coms, he heard a cry for help.

“Help! I’m trapped. There is no way I can get out of here!” a voice called.

“Wait, I’m coming to get you,” another voice replied and then, there was a pause, “Oh no, they’ve got me!”

Robin panicked as soon as he heard the panicked voices of his friends. He pulled to a stop. What was going on? It had been just a fire, right? All they had had to do was put it out. Had something gone wrong? What had gone wrong? Robin swallowed as he felt the loud beating of his heart. Robin swallowed and took a deep breath. He placed his hands on his microphone and he spoke out,

“Hello, is anyone there? Can you hear me? What’s going on? Hello?” Robin called out in a quiet voice but no one responded. In a louder voice, he said, “Beast boy? Starfire? Cyborg? Raven? Is any- one there? Please answer me!”

Once more, there was no reply. Without a second thought, Robin kicked his bike into reverse and turned around, heading straight to Jump City. His friends, yes, they were not just his team, they were his friends as well, they needed him and he was going to step up. He was going to be there for them, just like they had always been there for him. They may not have replied him but he could feel it in his bones. He was Robin, he was. The strongest and he had a great intuition. He could feel that they were in danger and he would rescue them.

Robin drove into Jump City and he saw black smoke rising up. He knew where it was coming from. It was from the city center. Robin stepped on the gas and headed straight to it without any hesitation. It was time for Robin to save the day, he thought to himself as he headed straight to it. Others ran from trouble but he would not. He was Robin, teen titan and he refused to shy away from danger. He would save Jump City and above all, he would save his friends.

Robin got to the building just in time to see a black van pulling out of the parking lot. The fire had been quenched and there was no sign of any life around. His intuition told him to follow the van so he did, trailing far enough behind it not to be noticed, but near enough that he would not lose sight of it. He followed the van till he saw it pull down a tunnel. Knowing fully well that would be noticed if he rode in, Robin alighted his motorbike and ran after the van. The van stopped at a set of metal gates at the end of the tunnel. Robin rolled under it and held on, raising his head so he would not smash it on the road. A few minutes later, he felt the van moving again and he held on for dear life.
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Some time later, they pulled to another stop and Robin heard heaving sounds, it was as if something was being carried out of the van. He stayed hidden under the van. When he was sure that all was clear, he rolled out from under the van and dusted himself. He looked up at a white and old building. He came out just in time to see Starfire’s purple boots hanging over the shoulder of one man as they headed into the building. He had been right, his instinct and not failed him. They were here!

Robin waited a short while before he headed to the building. He rounded the back and finding a window a little loose, he opened it up and snuck into the building. He found himself in a darkened room. Robin tiptoed to the door and he saw a large room. Several men were in it and there was a long, spiraling staircase.

Robin covered his nose and threw a smoke bomb in. They were all knocked unconscious. He headed up the stairs. He met two large men and he knocked them out with sharp jabs and punches to their heads and stomachs respectively. He got to the head of the steps and saw a large door at the end. He pushed it open and stepped into a large room. A large glass box was in the middle and his friends were inside. His eyes roamed the room and rested on Dr. Thonk, a villain who was obsessed with getting their powers.

The doctor turned around and smiled when he saw Robin. Just then, the titans woke up and finding themselves in the box, they started banging on it and calling out to Robin.

“I should have known it was you, Thonk,” Robin glared at him.

“Welcome, Robin,” Dr. Thonk grinned.

“What did you do to my friends? How did you capture them?” Robin shouted.

“They didn’t stand a chance. The fire was a trap. As soon as they stepped into the building, sleeping gas was released. And now, you are going to join them and all of you will be my test subjects. I will take your powers and leave you with nothing. Ha! Ha!” Dr. Thonk cackled. He pressed a button but his guards did not run in. He looked up, surprised.

“They are all unavailable, man.” Robin said and he knocked the man unconscious. He ran towards the glass box and got his friends out.

Starfire threw her hands around him.

“You came to save us, Robin!”

“Yes, I will always have your back. I am sorry about everything, really sorry,” Robin smiled, glad to see his friends okay.

“It’s okay, Robin. We forgive you.” Cyborg said. He looked at all of them and they all nodded.

“We forgive you,” they said in unison as they smiled.

“Thanks, everyone.” Robin smiled.

“And please, you can have the leadership back. I am tired of it,” Cyborg said. They all laughed.

They heard a loud sound and they turned to see four large men behind them.

“What do we say?” Robin laughed and they all chorused,

“Go, titans!”

They attacked the men and knocked them all out. A short while later, after they had destroyed the facility, Raven teleported them to the exit of the tunnel. Robin got his bike and they headed to their favorite pizza place for dinner, laughing and chatting.
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