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One day, Miss Winkle asked, “Who would like to have a class pet?”

“I would!” yelled everyone.

“I want a pony,” said Katie. “We could ride him at recess!”
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“A pony is too big,” said Miss Winkle. “We need a pet that fits in our room.”

“How about a rabbit?” asked JoJo.

“Or a mouse,” said Pedro.

“I’ll think about it,” said Miss Winkle.
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A few days later, Miss Winkle came in with a cage.

“Our class pet is inside,” she said. “Can you guess what it is?”

“A bunch of ants?” asked Pedro.

“A skunk?” joked Barry.
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“Surprise!” said Miss Winkle. “It’s a guinea pig.”

“He’s so cute,” said JoJo.

“Let’s name him Binky,” said Katie. “The name is cute and little, like him.”
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“Binky! Binky! Binky!” everyone shouted.

“Binky it is!” said Miss Winkle.
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Binky let everyone hold him. He made happy, squeaky noises.
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He liked being at school. He loved music time best. He always squeaked along.
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Every Friday, Miss Winkle took Binky home for the weekend. But one Friday, she said, “I’m going away this weekend. I need someone to take Binky home.”
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“Me! Me! Me!” yelled everyone.

Miss Winkle pulled a name from a hat. Katie Woo won!
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“Binky, I’ll take good care of you,” she promised.
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Katie put Binky’s cage in her room. She fed him guinea-pig pellets and grapes and cucumbers.

Then she and Binky played games.
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“Keep the doors and windows closed,” said Katie’s dad. “We don’t want Binky to get lost.”
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That night, Katie fell asleep in her bed, and Binky slept in his house.

Katie played with Binky all weekend.

On Sunday, she said, “Binky, I’d love to keep you, but you belong to our class. They would miss you.”
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On Monday morning, Katie took Binky out of his cage one last time.

“Uh-oh,” she said. “I have to go to the bathroom.”
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When Katie came back, Binky was gone! Katie looked under the bed and everywhere. No Binky!
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The window was open a crack. “He must have escaped!” Katie cried.

Katie felt terrible. “What will I tell my class?” she said. “I promised to take good care of Binky.”
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Katie picked up her backpack and headed out the door.
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Katie walked to her classroom slowly. “I hope I never get there,” she said.

But she did.
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Miss Winkle asked, “Katie, how was your weekend with Binky?”

“Um, I have some bad news …” Katie began.

Then she started to cry.
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Suddenly, Katie felt something on her neck. It was warm and soft. It was Binky, poking out of her backpack!

“So that’s where you went!” Katie smiled. “You were getting ready to come to school!”

“Katie,” asked Miss Winkle, “what’s the bad news you were going to tell us?”

“It’s not bad anymore!” Katie laughed. “It’s funny!”

And she told them the whole happy story.
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Having Fun with Katie Woo!

A Guinea Pig of Your Own

With this fun project you can make your own guinea pig out of an old sock and some dryer lint! Sounds crazy, right? But your pet will be so cute. I promise!

What you need:

• an old, short sock

• stuffing, like cotton balls or fiberfill

• a needle

• thread

• craft glue

• dryer lint (Ask a grown-up where to find this soft, fuzzy stuff. It comes out of your clothes dryer!)

• googly eyes

• dark marker
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What you do:

1. Fill your sock with stuffing. This will be your guinea pig’s body, so make it as fat as you would like.

2. Tuck the top of the sock in, and then ask a grown-up to sew the hole shut with a needle and thread.

3. Working in small sections, apply some craft glue to the sock. Then cover the glue with dryer lint. Repeat until the whole sock is covered. Let dry.

4. To finish your project, glue googly eyes on your pet. With the marker, draw a nose on your pet.

You can even make your guinea pig a little bed lined with shredded paper, grass, or hay. Be sure to give your pet lots of love, but don’t worry about feeding it!
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Finger Puppet Fun!

Have you ever put on a puppet show? It is lots of fun and all of your friends will love it! Don’t have any puppets? No problem! You can make your own. Choose from unique creatures or simple animals. It’s up to you! Here’s how …

What you need:

• Pipe cleaners in several colors

• Small pom-poms in several colors

• Small googly eyes

• Craft glue

• Wire cutters or scissors
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What you do:

1. Firmly wrap a pipe cleaner around your finger to form the body. As you near your finger tip, make the coils smaller until the finger tip is covered. Carefully slip your finger out.

2. Glue a pom-pom onto the top of the body. You may need to hold it there while it dries.

3. Now glue two googly eyes onto the pom-pom.

4. Finally, add arms, ears, beaks, or other details using pieces of pipe cleaners. Cut the pipe cleaner with a wire cutter or scissors. Fold the pieces into the shape you want. Then glue or twist them onto your puppet. Try making a cat with short pointy ears, a rabbit with long ears, or a bird with wings and a beak.

Make two or three puppets, then act out a story with them. Your friends and family will love to watch your puppet show!
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